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PREFACE. 



X CONTINUATION of the valuablc work of the late Mr. Sykks has occu- 
pied my attention for a very long period ; several of the paragraphs which 
appear in the following pages having been collected so early as 1839. 

In 1855, when the time which had elapsed since the a])pearance of the 
*^ Local Records'' seemed to call for a continuation of them, I learnt that 
a quantity of MSS. had been left by Mr. Sykes, and by the courtesy of 
their present possessor, John Fenwick, Esq., they were placed in my hands. 
It was at first my intention to give these pi^rs entire, but, upon exami- 
nation of them, the chief portion was found to be extracts, in, eadensoj from 
the newspapers of the day, made, probably, with a view to subsequent 
curtailment; and they were consequently so diffuse that the years 1833- 
1836 would alone have occupied nearly one-third of this volume. A 
number of important subjects, which Mr. Sykes did not consider to be 
within the scope of his work, more particularly Parliamentary and Muni- 
cipal Elections, Public Meetings, &c., remained to be added, in order to 
carry out my own views, and it "was therefore deemed advisable to 
recast the whole of the materials, retaining such portions of Mr. Bykes* 
notes as might be considered characteristic, or sufficiently concise. 

For the remaining twenty years comprised in the volume, I am entirely 
responsible, and how far I have performed my task satisfactorily must be 
left to the reader. That there may be omissions, accounted important by 
some persons, is by no means unlikely; and that, on the other hand, 
there may be recorded circumstances and events which will be termed 
trivial and unworthy of notice by others, is still more probable. Indeed, 
the difficulty of " drawing a line" between exclusion and admission may 
safely be said to constitute one of the greatest difficulties which a com- 
piler of a work like the present has to encounter. Without hoping, 
therefore, for entire success in the selection of my materials, when abso- 
lute success seems almost impracticable, I have some confidence that but 
few occurrences of real interest or importance will be found disregarded. 



IV PREFACE. 

It only remains for me to express my acknowledgments to the numerous 
friends whose aid I have received during the compilation of the work. To 
John Fenwick, Esq., I feel myself under great obligation for the loan of 
Mr. Sykes' MSS. Mr. Alderman Hodoson has been kind enough to 
afford me, throughout, his able and unwearied assistance and advice; which, 
I need hardly add, have proved most valuable, and demand a much warmer 
return than I am able to offer. To Bishop Hooarth ; Thomas Sopwith, 
Esq., Allenheads; Thomas Doubleday, Esq., Newcastle; William Hen- 
derson, £2sq., Durham; John Clayton, Esq., Newcastle; Dr. Bruce, 
Newcastle; Mr. W. Brockie, South Shields; Mr. J. W. Summers, Bishop- 
wearmouth ; Mr. T. Harbutt, North Shields ; and many other gentlemen, 
I have also been indebted for a variety of information which has greatly 
added to the completeness of the volume, and for which I cannot be too 
grateful. 



Chboniolb Ofpicx, 
Newcastle^ Augud 22, 1857. 



LOCAL RECORDS! 



HISTORICAL REGISTEU OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 




I HE Michaelmas Guild of the Freemen of 
Newcastle was held October 8, 1832, when 
a memorial to the king, setting forth the 
irregnlariticB which had taken place at 
th« last election of mayor (ate Sykes), 
and praying for a revieal of the chart«r 
of the town, was adopted, And ordered to 
be transmitted to Earl Grey for presenta- 
tion. Among the charges detailed in the 
memorial, was one of gross partiality 
practised by the members of the Corpora- 
tion to eadi other; in the article of bat- 
last alone, the sum of £30,526 had been paid by the Corporation to 
members of the Common Council, for conveyance in the prerions 
eleven yeare, dnring which period, out of £217,833 received for river 
dues, only £1,265 had been expended in improving the channel. The 
population of the borough was stated to be 42,678, only 3,000 of whom 
had any voice in elections, while the mayor and aldermen were wholly 
Belf-elected and irresponsible. The document excited great interest in^ 
the town, and was numerously signed by the freemen. 

October 8. The new Roman Catholic chapet at Stella, near Newcastle, 
designed by Mr. Green, was opened for divine service by the Rev. Dr. 
PaDSwick, Vicar-Apostolic, assisted by a number of clergymen. The 
church is in the early English style, with a tower fifty feet in height, in 
which is the residence of the incumbent. A peal of hells was placed in 
the belfry in 1836. 

15. The first sitting of the court for the revision of the list of 

voters for Newcastle, was held in the Guildhall, before T. F. Ellis and 
L. Peel, Esqrs., barristers-at-law. Similar courts were afterwards held 
in the neighbouring boroughs enfranchised by the Reform Act. The 
proceedings being novel, excited much interest. The expense of these 
courts for the counties of Northumberland and Durham was £1,653. 

15. As the sexton of Hexham Abbey Church was, this day, 

engaged with an assistant in making a grave in that portion of the 
church-yard, known as the Campsey Hill, they discovered, at the depth of 
about seven feet from the suriMe, a metal vessel, resembling a lai^ 
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flagon, containing a vast number of Baxon coins. A large proportion of 
the specimens was dispersed before the discovery reached the ears of the 
incombenty who then claimed them in right of his freehold, but he after- 
wards gave up the possession of them to Mr. Beaumont, the lord of the 
manor. Altogether, it is believed, about 9,000 coins were discovered, 
nearly all of copper. They were about half-an-inch in diameter; and 
were found to be stycas of flanred, Ethelred, and Redulph, ELings of 
Northumberland during the Hepturchy, and flanbald and Yigmund, 
Archbishops of York. Mr. Beaumont presented a collection of the coins 
to the British Museum, and Mr. John Adamson furnished two interesting 
papers on the discovery to the Society of Antiquaries, which were after- 
wards reprinted, with thirty-two illustrative plates, in the " Archieologia 
^liana.'' The Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle possess the flagon, 
and a large collection of the coins, the dies of which were remarkably 
numerous and diversified. [Another, but smaller discovery of stycce was 
made at the same place, December 23, 1841, but these were supposed to 
have been scattered on the above occasion.] 

October 19. Lord Ossulston gave a fktt at Chillingham Castle, to 
the neighbouring gentry and inhabitants. The games commenced by a 
shooting-match S>r a handsome silver snuff-box, for which there was some 
excellent sport. This was followed by foot races, leaping, &c., which 
were continued till the party was summoned to an excellent dinner in the 
castle. In the evening there were fire-works, and the festivities of the 
day concluded with a Imll, which was led off by the Hon. Mrs. liddell and 
Lord Ossulston. 

22. Four young women and a boy, belonging to Bishop- 

wearmouth, went into an excavation under Claxheugh rock, on the side of 
the river Wear, to obtain some sandstone. Whilst they were so engaged, 
a portion of the projecting cliff gave way and fell upon them. The noise 
of the fall attracted several persons to the spot, and about sixty tons of 
stones, &c., having been cleared away, the bodies were taken out, three of 
them lifeless. The boy and one of the girls, though much injured, 
survived. 

23. A large concourse of people assembled at Seaham Har- 
bour, to witness the launching of the first ship built there, but the ways 
unluckily broke, and the vessel had to remain until the spring tides. 
She was named the " Wansbeck," and was built by Messrs Taylor and Co. 

27. An alarming fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. John 

Tumbull, cabinet-maker, Clive Street, North Shields, but the engines 
were presently on the spot, and the fire was got under about midnight. 
In consequence, however, of some casks of oil, <&c., which were deposited 
under the workshop, having burst from the excessive heat, and their con- 
tents spreading over the burning embers, the fiames again broke out 
about five o'clock on the following morning. The second outbreak was 
subdued without doing much damage, but the total loss was estimated 
at about £600 or £700. 

November 2. A numerous body of free burgesses met at the Assembly 
Rooms in Newcastle, for the purpose of presenting a piece of plate to 
Archibald Reed, Esq., the late mayor of that town. It was in the form 
of a tureen, bearing an appropriate inscription, purporting that it was 
presented to that gentleman, on the occasion of the conclusion of his sixth 
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mayoralty, by his friends and admirers. The testimonial was presented 
by John Hodgson, Esq., M.P., in an appropriate address, in which ho 
congratulated Mr. Reed that he had now been 38 years an alderman of 
the ancient Corporation of Newcastle. After a suitable reply from Mr. 
Reed, the mayor (J. Brandling, Esq.) proposed the health of that gentle- 
man, which was drunk with great applause. The company afterwards 
sat down to an elegant cold collation. 

November 2. Mr. Joseph Hume, M.P. for Middlesex, visited South 
Shields, and was entertained at a public dinner in the hall of the Seamen's 
Company. 

3. The "Newcastle Chronicle" of this date says, "It has been 

determined to establish a body of the new police in Newcastle, and a few 
of them have this week appeared in the streets, in a blue uniform." The 
innovation created a great clamour against the Corporation, and the new 
constabulary were withdrawn in September, 1833. 

4. The new church at Slaley, Northumberland, was opened 

for divine service. The edifice was calculated to hold nearly 400 persons, 
whilst the old church had only 94 sittings. 

5. As a man named Ridley was working at the bottom of 

Felling colliery, one of his legs became accidentally entangled with the 
rope of the shafb, and, the engine being set in motion at the time, he was 
drawn up, head downwards, to the top of the pit, a height of 720 feet, 
but was fortunately uninjured by his strange ascent. 

8. A final dividend of 8d., making in the whole 8s. Id. in 

the pound, under the bankruptcy of Aubone Surtees, John Surtees, 
Rowland Burdon, and John Brandling, the partners of a bank known in 
Newcastle as the " Exchange Bank," was commenced to be paid this day. 
The bank stopped payment in 1803. 

10. A chimney, 180 feet high, recently erected by Messrs 

Cookson, at their alkali works. South Shields, fell this morning, the 
foundation not having been sufficient to support its weight. Happily, 
no personal injury was sustained, but the lead chambers adjoining were 
completely destroyed. 

10. As two men were ascending Gosforth pit in the usual 

manner, by some means the engine drew them up to the pulley, over the 
pit's mouth, from which they fell, and were literally dashed to pieces. 

10. This morning the brig " Orion," when about five miles 

south-east of Sunderland, coal laden, was found to be on fire, and the 
vessel, with some difficulty, was run ashore near Whitburn. The crew 
were saved, but several of them were severely burnt. The vessel was 
destroyed. 

10. A tremendous tempest of wind and rain occurred in the 

neighbourhood of Alston, Cumberland, in the course of which Mrs. H. 
Martin, and her daughter, of Redheugh, Allendale, perished, whilst 
returning over the fells to their home. 

12. A new mode of conveyance between Newcastle and 

North Shields (which had hitherto been principally carried on by gigs 
made to carry six persons) was brought into operation, by a company 
who guaranteed to run single horse " Omnibuses " every hour from each 
town, at a cost of Is. 6d. per passenger. The new conveyances, which had 
been only recently brought into use in London, created quite a sensation. 
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November 15. The new chapel at Hetton, in the parish of Honghton- 
le-Spring, was consecrated by the Bishop of Bristol, in the presence of a 
great number of the inhabitants. May 15, 1838, the townships of 
Hetton and Eppleton were constitnted an independent parish by order in 
Council. 

15. A nnmerons meeting of the inhabitants of St. Nicholas* 

parish, in Newcastle, was held, the mayor (John Brandling, fisq.) in the 
chair, for the purpose of determining on the course to be taken relative to 
the property in ^e church-yard, adjoining Dean Street, which had been 
built on ground belonging to the parish, and which had hitherto been 
leased to the original builders of that part of Dean Street, and their heirs. 
After a stormy discussion, it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Ald« 
Sorsbie, that leases for twenty-one years should be granted to the pro- 
prietors, subject to an annual payment of one-fifth of the rental of their 
respective premises. [On the leases again falling in, in 1854, the church* 
wurdens refused to renew them, and took possession of the property.] 

■ 16. This morning an alarming fire broke out in the attic of 
the dwelling-house occupied by Mr. Thomas Robertson, cabinet-maker, 
Narrowgate Street, Alnwick, and which was used by him as a workshop. 
The castle fire-engine and that belonging to the town were soon on the 
spot, and a liberal supply of water being at hand, the fiames were oon- 
&ied to the house in wluc^ they originated, the upper story and roof of 
which were entirely destroyed, with all the materials and workmen^s tools. 
The fire was supposed to have been caused by the boiling over of a glue- 
pot. The Duke of Northumberland was present during the fire, and gave 
£25 to be distributed amongst the persons who had rendered assistance. 
The stock was partially insured, and a subscription was set on foot to 
replace the wortanen*s tools. 

19. The prospectus of a proposed "New Water Company," in 

Newcastle, was circulate. Its capital was stated to be £20,000, in 
shares of £25 each. On May 22, 1834, the bill for the better supplying 
of the town of Newcastle with water, promoted by this company, received 
the royal assent. 

24. The new chapel at Etherley, near Bishop-Auckland, 

was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Bristol. The edifice cost £700, 
and accommodates about 300 persons. 

24. A meeting was held in the Turk's Head long room, 

Newcastle, the mayor in the chair, " to deprecate any participation in the 
war in Belgium." The meeting had been called by the Conservative 
party, but their opponents, headed by Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., Mr. 
Losh, Mr. Attwood, and Mr. Fife, mustered in such numbers that the 
originators of the meeting retired from the room, and Mr. Doubleday 
having been placed in the chair, resolutions, approving of the conduct of 
the Government, were put, and carried unanimously. 

December 1. The North of England Joint Stock Banking Company 
commenced business in their premises, Royal Arcade, Newcastle. In the 
afternoon a dinner took place in the Assembly Rooms, in celebration of 
the event. General Austin in the chair. {See Sykes, Sept. 20, 1832.) 

3. The short Parliament which had succeeded in passing the 

Reform Bill was dissolved, and writs were immediately issued for the new 
elections. Great excitement occurred throughout the country, but more 
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particnlarly in the newly enfranchised towns, and the contests were un- 
usually numerous. The following was the result in this district: — 

SuKDERLAND. The nomination of candidates for the representation of 
this new borough took place on the 10th of December, before A. Fen wick, 
Esq., the returning oflScer. l>r. Clanny proposed, and Mr. W. Et trick 
seconded. Sir William Chaytor, Bart. Dr. Eden proposed, and Mr. Long- 
ridge seconded, the Hon. Capt. George Harrington. Mr. J. Lotherington 
proposed, and Mr. Scurfield seconded. Alderman Wm. Thompson. Mr. B. 
Ogden proposed, and Dr. Brown seconded, David Barclay, Esq. The 
show of hands was in favour of Ghaytor and Thompson. At the close of 
the poll, on the 13th, the numbers were — Chaytor, 696; Barrington, 525; 
Barclay, 402; Thompson, 376. Number of electors polled, 1,140. 

South Shields. The first election for this new borough commenced on 
the 10th, before R. Shortridge, Esq., returning oflScer. Mr. R. Ander- 
son proposed, and Mr. C. Wood seconded, Robert Ingham, Esq. Mr. J. 
Straker proposed, and Mr. J. Edwards seconded, Russell Bowlby, Esq. 
Mr. G. M. Cleugh proposed, and Mr. T. Forrest seconded, George Palmer, 
Esq. Mr. J. Mather proposed, and Mr. Smallman seconded, Capt. Gowan 
(afterwards Capt. Mauleverer). The show of hands was in favour of Capt. 
Gowan. The poll closed as follows, on the 12th: — Ingham, 205; Palmer, 
108; Gowan, 106; Bowlby, 2. Mr. Ingham was declared duly elected. 

Durham City, December 10. Mr. Alan Hutcliinson proposed, and Mr. 
Hoggett seconded, W. R. C. Chaytor, Esq. The Rev. E. Davison pro- 
posed, and Mr. Straker seconded, the Hon. Arthur Trevor. George Baker, 
Esq., proposed, and Mr. Alderman Ovington seconded, Charles Harland, 
Esq. The show of hands was in favour of Mr. Harland and Mr. Chaytor. 
At the close of the poll the numbers were — Harland, 439 ; Chaytor, 408 ; 
Trevor, 383. 

Berwick. The nomination for this town also took place on the 10th. 
Major Orde nominated, and Dr. Kellock seconded. Sir F. Blake, Bart. Mr. 
J. Fordyce proposed Colonel Beresford, who was seconded by Mr. D. 
Logan. The Rev. J. Barnes proposed, and Mr. J. Clay seconded. Sir R. 
S. Donldn. The close of the poll was as follows: — Donkin, 371; Blake, 
357 ; Beresford, 345. 

Newcastle. The nomination of candidates took place on the 11th, 
before Henry Bell, Esq., sheriff. Dr. Headlam proposed, and Mr. G. T. 
Dunn seconded, Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart. Mr. Alderman Reed 
proposed, and Mr. W. Cuthbert seconded, John Hodgson, Esq. Mr. 
A. Easterby proposed, and Mr. J. Fife seconded, Charles Attwood, Esq. 
The show of hands was in favour of Sir M. W. Ridley and Mr. Attwood. 
At the close of the poll, on the 14th, the numbers were — Ridley, 2,112; 
Hodgson, 1,686; Attwood, 1,092. 

Morpeth, December 12. The Hon. Capt. F. G. Howard was returned 
for this borough, without opposition. 

Tynemouth. The first election for the borough of Tynemouth took 
place on the 12th, before Mr. J. H. Richardson, the returning officer. Mr. 
D. E. Stephens proposed, and Mr. Rippon seconded, Sanderson Bderton, 
Esq. Mr. Burrell proposed, and Mr. Rennison seconded, Geo. Frederick 
Young, Esq. The show of hands was in favour of Mr. Bderton, but at 
the close of the poll the numbers were — Young, 326 ; Bderton, 264. 

Gateshead. The first election for this borough took place before John 
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Dobson, Esq., on the 12tL, when Cnthbert Rippon, Esq., was proposed by 
Mr. Featherston, seconded by Mr. Brockett, and elected without opposition. 

Durham, Northern Division, The nomination of candidates took place 
at Durham, on the 15th December, Mr. T. Griffith, under-sheriff, presid- 
ing. Dr. Fenwick nominated Sir Hedworth Williamson, Bart., who was 
seconded by Mr. W. Mills. Mr. Bowes proposed Hedworth Lambton, E^., 
who was seconded by Mr. J. Cookson. Mr. J. Pemberton proposed, and ^Lr. 
W. T. Greenwell seconded, E. R. G. Braddyll, Eisq. The show of hands wag 
declared to be in favour of Mr. Lambton and Mr. Braddyll. The polling 
took place on the 18th and 19th, and closed as follows: — Lambton, 2,556; 
Williamson, 2,182 ; Braddyll, 1,679. A serious afiray took place at Sunder- 
land on the 19th during the polling, and several persons were much injured. 

Northumberland, Northern Division, This election was held at Aln- 
wick on the 15th, before the high-sheriff, H. J. W. Collingwood, Esq. 
Mr. C. W. Bigge proposed, and Mr. P. J. Selby seconded. Viscount 
Howick. The Hon. H. T. Liddell proposed, and Mr. W. Clark seconded. 
Lord Ossulston. Mr. Culley, who had offered himself as a candidate, was 
not nominated, and the above noblemen were declared duly elected. 

Northumberland, Southern Division, The nomination for this division 
took place at Hexham on the 17th, the high-sheriff presiding. Mr. Sil- 
vertop proposed T. W. Beaumont, Esq., who was seconded by Mr. C. B. 
Grey. Captain Coulson nominated M. Bell, Esq., who was seconded by 
Sir J. Trevelyan, Bart. The Rev. J. S. Ogle proposed, and Mi*. C. Blackett 
seconded, Wm. Ord, Esq. Sir Charles Monck was at one period a candi- 
date for the division, but withdrew previous to the nomination. The show 
of hands was declared to be in favour of Mr. Beaumont and Mr. Ord. The 
polling took place on the 20th and 21st, and terminated as follows: — 
Beaumont, 2,537; Bell, 2,441; Ord, 2,351. A petition was afterwards 
presented against Mr. BelVs election, but it was ultimately withdrawn. 

Durham, Southern Division, The nomination of candidates took place 
at Darlington on the 18th of December, the under-sheriff presiding. Mr. 
Witham proposed, and Mr. R. Surtces seconded, John Bowes, Esq. Mr. 
G. H. Wilkinson proposed, and Colonel Mills seconded, R. D. Shafto, Esq. 
Mr. C. Rippon proposed, and Mr. C. Parker seconded, J. Pease, Esq. The 
show of hands was in favour of Mr. Bowes and Mr. Pease. The polling 
took place on the 21st and 22nd, and at the close stood as follows: — Pease, 
2,269; Bowes, 2,210; Shafto, 1,836. Mr. Pease being a quaker, a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons afterwards sat to inquire whether he lay 
under any disabilities, but on their reporting in the negative, he took his 
seat on the 15th of February, and was the first quaker that ever did so. 

December 5. An Independent chapel was opened at Winlaton. 

15. About four o'clock this morning, Messrs Hawthorn's 

manufactory. Forth Banks, Newcastle (which had been wholly destroyed 
by fire on March 10, 1832), was again discovered to be in jflames; but 
assistance being promptly rendered, the fire was confined to the pattern 
shop and lofts, and was extinguished by six o'clock. The damage was 
estimated at about £1,000. 

21. This morning, as three men and a boy were descending 

the shaft of the Hodgson pit at Harrington, Durham, the rope broke, and 
the whole party fell to the bottom of the pit, about 140 yards, and were 
killed on the spot. 
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December 26. A public dinner to Mr. Hedworth Lambton and Sir Hed- 
worth Williamson, Bart., took place in the Qneen^s Head Inn, Durham. 
J. Fawcett, Esq., presided, and upwards of 250 gentlemen were present. 

31. The bills of mortality for this part of the country, for 

the year 1832, presented a melancholy evidence of the fatal effects of 
cholera during the year. The number of deaths in Newcastle in 1831 
was 1,G48, and in 1832, 2,476, being an increase of rather more than 50 
per cent. In Gateshead the numbers for the two years were 412 and 616, 
showing about the same increase as Newcastle. In Tynemouth the in- 
crease was 24 per cent., or from 604 to 751 ; in South Shields 57 per cent., 
or from 405 to 641, and in Hexham 25 per cent., or from 109 to 137. In 
Hartlepool, out of a population of 1,400, there were 57 deaths from 
cholera alone, being the greatest proportional mortality of any town in the 
kingdom. In Sunderland the cholera broke out in 1831. some time earlier 
than in the above places, so that there was a decrease ot burials in 1832, 
the numbers being 1,293 in 1831. and 928 in 1832. ^ 

1833, Jan. 14. The king was pleased to grant unto William Henry, 
Marquis of Cleveland, and his heirs, the titles of Baron Raby, of Raby 
Castle, in the county of Durham, and Duke of Cleveland. The dukedom 
had been extinct since 1774. The bells of Newcastle, Gateshead, and 
Darlington, were rung on the occasion. 

14. The usual Christmas Guild of the Freemen of Newcastle 

took place, and this being the first occasion on which non-burgesses were 
suffered to be present, it was very numerously attended. A memorial to 
the House of Commons, praying for a new charter for the town, was 
carried unanimously. Earl Grey was also unanimously requested to pray 
His Majesty, William IV., to sit for his portrait, to be placed in the 
GuildhalL The petition to the House of Commons was afterwards signed 
by upwards of 1,500 freemen. 

15. Married, Charles Bacon Grey, Esq., of Sty ford, to Emily, 

youngest daughter of the late Sir William Loraine, of Kirkharle, Bart. 

18. Died, at Elirkharle, Northumberland, in his 54th year, Sir 

Charles Loraine, Bart. 

20. A fire occurred in the cooperage of Mr. Brown, at the 

North Shore, Newcastle, which resulted in the total destruction of nearly 
all the workshops and materials ; a loss of about £700 being incurred. 

21. A person, calling himself Captain Steww^, and better 

known as " the wandering piper," arrived in Newcastle, and commenced 
his tour through the streets. '* On the 24th," says Mr. Sykes, " he came 
down Pilgrim Street, and, on passing my shop door, I presented to him 
my mite, for which he returned thanks in a very polite manner. He was 
performing this journey, it was said, in consequence of a wager. Accord- 
ing to the receipts in his book, when in Newcastle, he had given £700 to 
charities in the different towns he had visited." 

24. On this day, and, by adjournment, on the 14th February, 

Mr. George Atley Brumell, and Mr. John Walker, the " electors " 
returned by the Newcastle Company of Cordwainers, and Mr. William 
Angus, one of the " electors " of the Company of Skinners, chosen for the 
election of a mayor, under the charter of the town, appeared before the 
Court of Common Council, to show cause why they should not be dis- 
franchised, for ^* failing, refusing, denying, and neglecting " their duty at 
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annam towards the expenses of the museum, and gave np the existing 
collection of antiquities. The tenns were unanimously agreed to, and the 
foundation-stone of the new building intended for the museum was laid 
by the mayor (J. Brandling, Esq.) on the 5th August following. (See 
Dec. 23, 1834.) At the above meeting of the Laterary Society, Mr. 
William Nicholson, artist, Edinburgh (a native of Newcastle), presented 
the society with a portrait of Mr. George Gray, the fruit painter. (^S^ 
Sykes, Dec. 9, 1819.) 

April 6. Died, at South Shields, aged 100, Mr. Thomas Robson. 

18. Died, at Elf EUlls, near Wallington, Northumberland, at 

an advanced age, Mr. Shaftoe Thompson, great-grandson of Captain 
John Shaftoe, who was shot at Preston for his participation in the rebel- 
lion of 1715. 

29. The inhabitants of the parish of Winlaton presented 

the Ven. Archdeacon Thorp, Rector of Ryton, with a silver claret jug, in 
testimony of their esteem for him as their minister during the past twenty- 
five years, and in gratitude for his exertions in establishing the township 
as a separate rectory at a great pecuniary sacrifice. 

30. Died, at Blackwell, aged 102, Mrs. Brockett. 

Mai/ 1. A public discussion took place in Newcastle between the Rev. 
John Lockhart and Mr. Peter Borthwick, the advocate of the West India 
slaveholders. The controversy excited much attention. 

2. A sudden irruption of a large quantity of water occurred in 

Kingswood colliery, Northumberland, by which five youths were drowned. 

4. About ten o'clock this evening, flames were observed to 

proceed from the cabinet workshops of Mr. Thomas Sopwith, Painter 
Heugh, Newcastle, and, notwithstanding every exertion, the building and 
all its contents were consumed before the fire could be got under. A libe- 
ral subscription was made on behalf of the workmen, whose tools were de- 
stroyed by the accident. 

7. At the monthly meeting of the Literary and Philosophical 

Society, Newcastle, Mr. Henry P. Parker, artist, presented the society with 
a portrait of the Rev. Dr. Robert Morrison, the celebrated Chinese scholar, 
and a native of Northumberland. (See August 1, 1834.) 

8, A young man named Lawson, a mason, of Alnwick, was 

bathing in the river Coquet, near Brinkbum, when he got into deep water 
and was drowned. A companion named Henderson, belonging to Morpeth, 
who plunged in to rescue him, was also lost; and a third, who attempted 
to save the others, narrowly escaped the same fate. 

9. A lamentable explosion of gas occurred in the B pit at 

Springwell colliery, Durham, the property of Lord Ravensworth and part- 
ners, by which forty-seven persons Tten adults and thirty-seven boys) were 
deprived of life, and a number ot others much injured. The pit had 
generally been worked with open candles, but in the morning of the acci- 
dent, a " blower" (a crevice through which a stream of gas issued) having 
been opened by a workman, the overman ordered the men to use safety- 
lamps, and the cause of the explosion was shrouded in complete mystery. 
The explosion occurred in the Hutton seam, at the depth of 720 feet from 
ihe surface. Nine of the bodies were not obtained till the 27th of July, 
when they were reduced to mere skeletons. (See Dec. 6, 1837.) 

10. This morning, about two o'clock, a fire was discovered in 
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the house and shop occupied by Mrs. Scott, baker and grocer, South Shields, 
which burnt with great fury, and, notwithstanding the presence of a fire- 
engine, the flames were not subdued till nearly nine o'clock, when the pro- 
perty and stock were entirely destroyed. 

May 14. A tremendous storm of thunder and lightning visited the 
north of England this afternoon, accompanied by a shower of hail, which 
did almost unprecedented injury. The glass in the domes of the Arcade, 
Newcastle, was almost entirely destroyed, and many shop and house win- 
dows were broken. The damage was still greater in Gateshead, upwards 
of 1,000 panes of glass being broken at Bensham. The vineries, &c., at 
Ravensworth sustained injury to the extent of between £400 and £500, 
and in Redheugh Gardens 2/)70 squares of glass were completely de- 
molished. In Old Elvet, Durham, scarcely a house escaped from more or 
less damage, 105 squares of glass being broken in the Waterloo Hotel 
alone, and many houses in other parts of the city suffered in an equal de- 
gree. At Sunderland the storm was quite as severe, and the destruc- 
tion of glass not less extensive : 2,500 panes were demolished in the hot- 
houses at Pallion ; two houses, one in Castle Street, the other in Hopper 
Street, were struck by the lightning, much of the furniture being injured, 
and a lady in the latter house was severely wounded by the broken glass. 
At Bamaoxicastle four oxen were killed by the lightning, and a stack was 
set on fire. At Bishopauckland the house of Thomas Peacock, Esq., was 
struck by the electric fluid, and set on fire, but the flames were promptly 
subdued. Some hailstones in the neighbourhood of the latter town 
measured four inches in circumference. A pitman was struck dead on 
Waldridge Fell, while conversing with some companions, but the others 
did not receive serious injury. In North and South Shields and the neigh- 
bourhood considerable damage was also sustained; and the fruit trees 
throughout the whole district were, for that season at least, irreparably 
ruined. The storm did not reach the northern part of Northumberland on 
the above day; but on the 18th a storm pass^ over Alnwick, when the 
lightning struck the tower of the church, and did material damage. At 
Shieldykes, near Alnwick, a horse was killed ; and at lilbum and Chilling- 
ham much glass was broken by the hailstones. 

16. A new chapel-of-ease was opened at Monkwearmouth, 

when Divine service was performed by the Rev. B. Kennicott and the Rev. 
F. S. James, incumbent. 

22. During the restorations which were being carried on in 

Durham Cathedral, several fine arches were discovered in the ante-room 
adjoining the Chapter Room of the edifice, and they have since been repaired 
and restored. 

22. The foundation-stone of a new church in Commercial 

Road, South Shields, dedicated to the Trinity, was laid by the Rev. James 
Carr, Incumbent of St. Hilda^s. Sept. 18, 1834, the church was conse- 
crated by the Bishop of Chester. It was built and endowed at the sole 
expense of the Dean and Chapter of Durham, and contains 1,200 sittings, 
800 of which are free. 

. A hackney coach commenced to run in Sunderland. 

June 7. The workmen engaged in sinking Eppleton colliery succeeded 
in reaching a fine seam of coal, 5 feet 6 inches in thickness, at 930 feet 
below the surface. 
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June 9. A neat Independent chapel was opened at Shadforth, near 
Durham. 

— 10. A fire broke ont amongst the tents just erected <ri iba 
Town Moor, Newcastle, in anticipation of the Races. Three of them — Ur. 
Martin's, Cloth Market, Mr. Heron's, Pilgrim Street, and Mrs. Dixon's, 
Onseburn — ^with most of their stocks of spirits, <&c., were nearly entirely 
destroyed before the flames could be subdued. 

11. This morning, Newcastle and its neighbourhood were 

visited by a tremendous storm of rain, accompanied by thunder and light- 
ning. The rain fell in torrents for upwards of an hour, and considerable 
damage was done by the inundations it caused in various places. In New- 
gate Street, opposite the Dam Crook, the shops and houses were filled with 
water to a depth of more than two feet. The Sandhill was completely 
inundated, and the Quayside was quite overflowed. At the Stockbridge 
the sewers were burst, and the water stood in some houses to the depth of 
four feet, by which much furniture was injured. The lightning struck the 
house of Mr. Sewell, at St. Anthony's, and broke a quantity of glass; and 
a woman in Dean Street and another on the Town Moor were hurt by the 
fluid. A furious gale rose in the evening, and did much damage to 
fruit trees, &c. ; and during its continuance part of a new house, building 
in West Street, Bishopwearmouth, was blown to the ground. 

13. Died, at Bamardcastle, aged 103, Hannah Todd. 

13. A prodigious, and almost unprecedented, take of salmon 

occurred in the Tyne. Nearly 500 were exhibited for sale in Newcastle 
fish market, and sold readily at about sixpence per fi). 

13. A new life-boat was launched at Blyth during a strong 

gale, and its trial gave great satisfaction. 

15. A swarm of bees alighted on the head of Mrs. Gibb, Tod- 
stead, near Rothbury, but after remaining some time the insects were 
removed without doing her the least injury. 

■ 19. While Mr. John Smith, of Winlaton, and Mr. John Hodg- 
son, draper, of Oateshead, were bathing on the Long Sand at Tynemouth, 
they got into a dangerous eddy, which has been the cause of many similar 
calamities, and both were drawn into deep water and perished. 

19. Died, in Newcastle, aged 104, Margaret Wilson. 

21. The new Tynemouth General Cemetery having been 

finished, the first interment in it took place this day. 

. During this month, an extensive discovery of Roman remains 

was made at Caervorran (the ancient Magna), near Haltwhistle. The 
ruins of a hypocaust about thirteen feet square, an adjoining small apart- 
ment, and a well, were uncovered. Numerous iron articles and inscribed 
stones were also found, together with the bones of an elk and a deer. 

Jtdy 8. The Society for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck having 
stationed a small life-boat in Tynemouth Haven, a trial of its capabilities 
was made during a heavy gale. The boat appeared to perform its work 
veiy well, but in returning to the haven it was capsized by the sea, and 
the crew were rescued with great difficulty by a party of pilots. 

12. Great rejoicings took place at Monkweannouth, in conse- 
quence of a seam of coal, 2 feet 10 inches thick, and of excellent quality, 
having been won at the new colliery at that place. The shaft of the pit 
was 180 fathoms deep, and had been seven years in sinking, at an immense 
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cost to the proprietors, Messrs Pemberton and Thompson. The Bensham 
seam, 5 feet 8 inches thick, was come to, February 15, 1834, at a depth of 
267 fathoms; and on April 4, 1846, the Hutton seam, 4 feet 8 inches 
thick, was won, at a total depth from the surface of 287 fathoms, or 1,720 
feet I This is the deepest mine in the world. 

Jvly 13. The first number of a weekly newspi^r, entitled "The 
Newcastle Press, ^^ was published at 35, Pilgrim Street, in that town. The 
" Press" existed until October 4, 1834, on which day the last number was 
published. 

16. A very fine brick chimney for the alkali works of Mr. 

Anthony Clapham, at Friar's Gk)06e, near Newcastle, being completed^ 
Mr. Clapham entertained a party of his friends at the bottom of the 
erection, which at its base is 27 feet in diameter. The chimney at the 
time of its completion was the highest in England, being 263 feet in height. 
It contained upwards of half-a-millionof bricks, and was estimated to weigh 
2,000 tons. 

18. At Newton races, Northumberland, two fine horses running 

at full speed, in opposite directions, encountered each oth^r with such force 
that their skulls were fractured, and they died on the spot. 

20. As a man named Kelly was descending Hetton Colliery 

he was accidentally thrown out of the tub, but his foot catching the chain 
he was suspended, head downwards, till he reached the bottom of the shaft, 
where he was extricated, much hurt. 

25. This morning, a fire broke out in a brewery occupied by 

Mr. J. Armstrong, situate between Sandgate and the New Road, New- 
castle, and, notwithstanding the early arrival of two fire-engines, the 
premises were entirely consumed. 

30. A public dinner was given at the Assembly Booms, New- 
castle, to Mr. Richard Grainger, of that town, builder, for the purpose of pre- 
senting him with a handsome silver tureen and salver, and a full length portrait 
by Miss Mackreth, as tokens of the donors' respect, and their admiration of 
his exertions in ornamenting and improving the town. John Brandling, 
Esq., mayor of Newcastle, presided; and was supported by Matthew Bell, 
Esq., M.P., Mr. Aid. Cramlington, John Hodgson, Esq., M.P., <&c. John 
L. Loraine, Elsq., and Thomas Jameson, flsq., officiated as vice-chairmen. 
The party was between seventy and eighty in number. After the usual 
toasts, the chairman presented the testimonial in an appropriate speech, 
complimenting Mr. Grainger for his taste, talents, and industry. Mr. 
Grainger returned thanks in a short but feeling speech, and the evening was 
afterwards spent in a very pleasant manner. 

. This month, the eastern gateway of the Roman station of 

Borcovicus, at Housesteads, was totally freed from rubbish. The 
threshold was much worn, and one of the pivot-holes of the doors was 
still covered with a shining blue coat of iron, from the friction which had 
been upon it. The gateway appeared to have been partially closed before 
the Romans left the station. 

. This month, the Rev. John Collinson, Rector of Grateshead, 

at his own expense, erected a handsome obelisk, " to the memory of two 
hundred and twenty-two persons who died of cholera in Grateshead, from 
December 26, 1831, to November 5, 1832." The obelisk is placed in 
the burial ground of St. Edmund's Chapel, and is about fifteen leet high. 
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Jvly. An ancient cemetery was discovered in a field called Cross 
Close, at Hartlepool. Two of the gravenstones, which bore runic characters, 
with a rude cross, were deciphered to mean " Hilmme, the meek,"* and 
" Hilde, the virtuous." Oct. 15, 1838, another stone was found bearing 
the inscription " Gerchtsyc." The relics are in the Castle of Newcastle. 

August As a man was engaged in excavating sand from below Clax- 
heugh rock, near Sunderland, he discovered a small cavern, in which he 
found a full-grown human skeleton. It could not be ascertained how long 
it had remained, or under what circumstances it had been deposited there. 
The excavation appeared to have been the work of human industry, the 
marks of masons' tools being plainly visible. 

. Early in this month two enormous swarms of flies were noticed 

at North Shields, proceeding from the sea in a westerly direction. One of 
the masses was estimated to be 21 feet in length, by from six to eight 
feet in breadth. 

2. A meeting was held in the Merchants* Court, Newcastle, 

the mayor in the chair, to consider the practicability of the plans proposed 
by Mr. B. R. Dodd, civil engineer of that town, for an elevated suspension 
bridge to connect Newcastle with Gateshead. Mr. Dodd's estimate of 
the cost was £77,000 and the presumed revenue £10,000 per annum ; 
but the project was ultimately abandoned. 

2. The foundation-stone of a new Wesleyan chapel was laid 

at Deptford, near Sunderland. 

5. South Hetton colliery, the property of R. G. Braddyll and 

Co., was opened, and great festivi^es took place amongst the workmen, 
as well as at Seaham, where the first cargo of coals was shipped. 

7. The first cargo of coals obtained from the low-main seam at 

St. Lawrence, near Newcastle, called " Picton Main," was shipped amidst 
some rejoicing. The pit, which was 188 yards in depth, had been sunk 
in less than eight months, and the seam of coal was six feet in thickness. 

17. Two men, named Blair and Duncan, privates in the Scots 

Greys, stationed at Hartlepool, were accidentally drowned whilst bathing 
at that place. 

18. The Bishop of Chester preached this morning in St. 

Thomas* Church, and in the afternoon in St. Nicholas* Church, Newcastle. 
£33 was collected at the former place for the Labourers* Provident Fund, 
and £19 at the latter for the parish Sunday Schools. 

22. Died, at Sunderland, aged 102, Mr. James Hall. 

29. A beautiful monument, by Chantrey, to the memory of 

Shute Barrington, late Bishop of Durham, arrived in that city, and was 
shortly afterwards placed in the cathedral. The prelate is represented in 
the attitude of prayer, his left hand resting on a bible. The monument 
bears the following inscription : — " This pubfic tribute is erected to the me- 
mory of Shute Barrington, thirty-five years Bishop of Durham, who died 
March 25, 1826, in the 92nd year of his age, and 57th of his episcopate. 
In his works of piety and munificence, he, being dead, yet speaketh.'* 

. During this month, a full length portrait, by Todd, of his 

Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, was presented by Richard Wilson, 
Esq., to the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. The Duke 
of Sussex laid the foundation-stone of the 60ciety*s building in Septem- 
ber, 1822. 
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September 1. The Ardincaple steamboat, on her voyage from Edinburgh 
to Newcastle, encountered a tremendous gale, and, when off Bamburgh 
Castle, was struck by a heavy sea, which completely swept the deck, 
destroyed one of the paddle-cases, and carried away the master (Mr. 
McLeod), the steward's daughter, a soldier, and two other passengers. 
Several other persons were also washed into the sea, but succeeded in re- 
gaining the vessel. The chimney and mainmast were shortly after blown 
down, and the vessel became quite unmanageable; but two anchors being 
got out, she rode there for about thirteen hours. On the morning of the 2nd 
another heavy sea struck the vessel, when both cables broke, but the crew 
contrived a sail with tarpaulings, and fortunately kept the ship off the 
land. In the afternoon a smack took the vessel in tow, and the passengers 
were removed in safety, arriving at Bhields on the morning of the 3rd. 
After undergoing repairs, the Ardincaple resumed her station on the 30th 
September. 

2. The George and EHizabe^h, a Shields' vessel, waa wrecked 

on the (roodwin Sands. On the 19th of the same month, a boat belong- 
ing to the ship floated into Shields' harbour, having been dtriven hetre ac- 
cidentally, to the astonishment of the owners, who claimed it. 

5. The new colliery at South End, near Cockfield, wag opened, 

when the proprietors regaled their friends and the workmen with an ex- 
cellent cold collation. 

6. An incendiary fire took place at Mr. M. Collin's farm at 

Monkton, near Jarrow, when several stacks, a thrashing machine, and 
several out-premises, were consumed. A reward of £250 was offered, but 
the perpetrator was never discovered. 

7. A fire, supposed to have been the act of an incendiary, oc- 
curred at the farm of Mr. Donnison, Moor House, near Durham, when 
the outr-houses were entirely burnt down, and the dwelling house was 
saved with great difficulty. 

9 and 11. The celebrated Paganini exhibited his astonishing 

performances in the Theatre Royal, Newcastle. He also performed at 
Sunderland. 

12. Died, in Newcastle, aged 65, John Murray, Esq., M.D. 

Dr. Murray was one of the founders of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Newcastle, and was always a steady friend of the various 
charitable institutions in the town. He was, in early life, a devoted 
chemist, and was the first in the north of England who prepared soda- 
water for sale, his mode of manufacture being discovered by himself. Dr. 
Murray was also eminent as a musician, and a great number of his compo- 
sitions were published at different times, and were much admired. He was 
son of the Rev. James Murray, author of " Sermons to Asses,'* and other 
works. {See Sykes Jan. 28, 1782.) 

18. Twenty-five French fishing boats were driven on shore 

near Newton-by-the-Sea, and thirteen of them became total wrecks. The 
crews, about 180 in number, were all saved by the assistance of Lieut. 
Saunders, R.N., and the coast guard; and S. Craster, Esq., of Craster, 
and other gentlemen, supplied them with both money and victuals, by 
which they were enabled to return to their homes. 

23. The schooner Industry, of Inverness, laden with lime, 

took fire in Sunderland harbour, and was burnt to the water's edge. 
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S^itemitr 23. Died, at Greta Bridge, Yorkshire, suddenly, in his 72Qd 
yeu, James Losh, Esq., Recorder of Nencsstle. Ur. Losh was bora Bt 
Woodeide, near Carlisle, and after some 
years' residence at the UniTeraity of Cam- 
bridge, he entered Lincoln's Inn and wma 
called to the bar. In 1797 he settled in 
Newcastle, and immediately took an active 
part in the rarions educational and lit«raiy 
institutions of the town. In 1799 be be- 
came a vice-president of the literary So- 
ciety, and in 1802, in concert with Mr. T. 
Bigge, he mainly contributed to the estab- 
lishment of the New Institution for the 
delivery of Lcctnres on scientific subjects. 
Shortly after, he became an energetic pro- 
moter of the enlargement of the Infirmary 
and the establishment of a Fever Honse. 
In 1809 he was an active friend of the new 
Jnbilee School; and subsequently Infont 
Schools and other educational establish- 
ments received the benefit of his aid. In 
later years his exertions for the promotion 
of a railway from Newcastle to Carlisle 
were unceasing, and the saccessful com- 
pletion of the scheme was in no smftll 
degree attributable to him. In politics the deceased was a follower of Earl 
Grey ; and the celebrated petition for Parliamentary Reform which was pre- 
sented by that nobleman fnnn the Society of the Friends of the People 
in 1798, was drawn up by Mr. Losh, in conjunction with Mr, Hemey. 
He was also the author of a variety of essayB and pamphlets in favour of 
Parliamentary Reform and on other public questions, and he constantly 
sustained a leading part in all political and general meetings held in the 
district. Being a Protestant dissenter, he declined an invitation from the 
Corporation of Berwick to become its Recorder, in consequence of the then 
existing Test and Corporation Acts; but in May, 1832, after the repeal 
of these obnoxious statutes, he accepted the same office in the Corporation 
of Newcastle, of which town he was afterwards presented with the free- 
dom. The sensation caused by his death in the latter town was universal, 
and a general feeling of sorrow was exhibited for the loss of so eminent 
and useful a citizen. His remains were interred at Gosforth on the 3rd of 
October, and were followed to the grave by the Mayor and Corporation of 
Newcastle, the members of the legal profession, the members of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, headed by Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart., 
and C. W. Bigge, Esq., the congregation of Unitarians, the members of 
the Mechanics' Institute, the Anti-Slavery Society, &c., &c. Upwards of 
thirty private carriages followed the procession, which was about a quarter 
of a mile in length, and a crowd of respectable spectators lined the entire 
route. Many of the shops in Newcastle were partially closed during the 
day. 

80. Henry Bell, Esq., was elected Mayor, George Clayton 

Atkinson, Eaq., Sheriff, and Richard Craster Askew, Esq., Recorder of 
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Newcastle. Same day, Mr. James Young was elected Mayor of Durham, 
and Mr. D. Logan Mayor of Berwick. On the following day, Mr. Leon- 
ard Raisheck was elected chief magistrate of Stockton. 

September 30. William Hazlewood, Esq., was elected Mayor, and G. 
H. Williamson, Esq., Recorder of Hartlepool. The number of alder- 
men having, however, become too reduced to perform any legal act, 
the election was questioned, and a writ of quo wairanto having being 
served upon the mayor, he disclaimed the office a few weeks after his ap- 
pointment. Thus fell into abeyance one of l^e most ancient corporations 
in the kingdom. {See Sept. 24, 1841.) 

. The elegant stone front of the Custom House, Quayside, 

Newcastle, was completed this month. The Corporation gave £1,000 
towards the cost of the erection, the rest being defrayed by Government. 

. This month, a cast-iron bridge was completed across the 

Skeme at Darlington, affording a new communication between the streets 
at the east side of the river and the Market Place. 

October 4. Married, at Lamesley, Captain Charles Philip Yorke, R.N. 
(afterwards Earl of Hardwicke), to Susan, sixth daughter of Lord Ravens- 
worth. 

■ ■ 7. Died, at Percy Main, aged 101, Mrs. Isabella Thompson. 

11. The churchwardens of St. Nicholas^, Newcastle, being 

nearly £1,000 in debt, a meeting was held this day, when a church rate of 
1^. in the pound was proposed. The motion was resisted, and a poll took 
place, which closed on the 13th, when the rate was lost by a majority of 
340 votes against 807. It was then resolved to commence a subscrip- 
tion for defraying the debt, as well as for raising an additional sum of 
£1,500 for the repair of the steeple, which was in a very dangerous 
state ; and a large amount was eventually obtained for these objects. 

' ' 16. A portion of the Blackwell Grange estate, in and near 
Darlington, was sold on this and the two following days, at Darlington, 
and realised £29,340. Other portions of the estate were sold subse- 
quently, and the sum obtained amounted altogether to about £100,000. 

■■ ' ' 17. By a Treasury warrant of this date, the Custom House 
officers at North Shields were authorised to clear vessels coastwise, with- 
out referring to the Custom House at Newcastle. On the arrangement 
becoming known, great rejoicings took place at North and South Shields. 

18. The foundation-stone of a new chapel, in connection with 

the Church of Scotland, was laid at Embleton, near Alnwick. 

19. Died, at Ferryhill, Catherine Moralee, who, according to 

her own statement, was in her 114th year, and was certainly upwards 
of 110. 

23. A public dinner was given at the Black Bull Inn, Gates- 
head, to the Earl of Durham. Mr. Rippon, M.P., was in the chair, 
and the other principal speakers were Sir H. Williamson, Bart., Mr. 
Hedworth Lambton, Mr. Granger, Mr. Hutt, Mr. Ingham, and Mr. W. 
H. Ord. 

28. The University of Durham was first opened for the re- 
ception of students, when forty-five young men were entered upon the 
books. The University at this time consisted of a Warden (Archdeacon 
Thorp), Professor of Divinity (Rev. H. J. Rose), Professor of Greek (Rev. 
H. Jenkins), Professor of Mathematics (Rev. J. Carr), and Readers in 
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Natural Philosophy, Moral Philosophy, Chemistry, Langaages, Law, and 
Medicine. For the foundation of the University, the Dean and Chapter 
gave up property valued at upwards of £100,000, and the Bishop of Dur- 
ham subscrihed £1,000 per annum, besides making two donations of 
£1,000 each towards the building fund. (See June 1, 1837.) 

October' 2d, Married, at Lamesley, John Trotter, Esq., of Dyrham 
Park, Hertford, to Charlotte, seventh daughter of Lord Ravensworth. 

30. Fortunatus Dwarris, Esq., one of His Majesty's Commis- 
sioners appointed to inquire into the state of Municipal Corporations, in- 
vestigate the affairs of the Corporation of Alnwick, in the Town Hall ; 
and 8. A. Rumball, Esq., another of the same body, was engaged at the 
same time in a similar investigation at Morpeth. The examination 
created much interest in both towns. 

81. F. Dwarris and S. A. Rumball, Esqrs., commenced their 

inquiry as to the Corporation of Newcastle, in the Guildhall of that town, 
and the proceedings were continued to November 7. The details, though 
of much interest and importance in an historical point of view, cannot 
even be summarised in a volume of this description. The Town Clerk 
(J. Clayton, Esq.), ably represented the Corporation ; and Mr. R. Plnm- 
mer, Mr. T. Carr, Mr. J. Willis, and others, appeared for the general body 
of non-freemen. The Commissioners subsequently held inquiries respect- 
ing the Trinity House, and the Hostmen's Company. 

31. Died, at Durham, the Rev. John Carr, M.A., head mas- 
ter of the Grammar School of that city, and Professor of Mathematics in 
the University. An appropriate monument to his memory was afterwards 
erected by his pupils. 

. About the end of this month. Sir R. S. Hawks presented the 

church of Gateshead Fell with a fine-toned bell, of great antiquity. 

November 4. A meeting was held in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, 
the Earl of Durham in the chair, to adopt measures for erecting a monu- 
ment in commemoration of the public ser\'ices and private character of the 
late James Losh, Esq. The meeting was most respectably attended, and 
upwards of £400 were subscribed in the room, a sum which was soon 
afterwards increased to £1,200; and the result was the erection, in the 
library of the Literary and Philosophical Society, in September, 1836, of 
a marble statue of Mr. Losh, executed by the celebrated Lough. 

6. A public dinner was given at Sunderland to the Earl of 

Durham. Addison Fenwick, Esq., was in the chair, and about 130 gentle- 
men were present. 

6. The freedom of the city of Durham, accompanied by a 

complimentary address, was presented to Earl Grey. His lordship after- 
wards briefly expressed his acknowledgments for the honour conferred upon 
him. 

— '■ 8. Messrs Dwarris and Rumball commenced an inquiry respect- 
ing the ancient borough of Gateshead. Mr. W. H. Brockett was the prin- 
cipal witness ; and conclusive evidence was adduced that the town had 
formerly been incorporated. 

8. An explosion of fire-damp took place in Black Fell colliery, 

near Chester-le-Street, by which three men lost their lives. 

10. Died, at Morpeth, aged lOG, Mrs. Ann Scott. 

— ^— 11. The stamp-office in Newcastle was removed from West- 
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gate Street (where the business had been transacted for upwards of 60 
years), to the Royal Arcade, Pilgrim Street. 

November 12. Messrs Dwarris and Rnmball sat at Dnrham for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into the state of the Corporation of that city. On the 
following day, they sat at Hartlepool. 

13. A fracas took place in the office of the " Newcastle 

Journal,** which created a great sensation in that town. In consequence 
of a handbill, reflecting severely upon the political conduct of Mr. Jonas- 
sohn, and other gentlemen of Sunderland, having appeared from the above 
office, Mr. Jonassohn, Mr. J. P. Eadson, Mr. J. C. Carr, Mr. W. Galley, 
and others, suddenly entered the premises, and, after asking Mr. Hema- 
man, the editor, for the name of tiie writer, which he refused to give, they 
attacked him with horse-whips and walking-sticks, and beat him rather 
severely. The parties were brought up before the magistrates, and com- 
mitted to the Quarter Sessions ; and, on the 1st January, 1834, they were 
tried before the Recorder, when they were found guilty, but " strongly 
recommended to mercy on account of the very great provocation they had 
received." They were fined £50 each. {See July 31, 1845.) 

16. Died, at Bagnalstown, Kilkenny, aged 28, the Hon. 

Frederick G. Howard, M.P. for Morpeth. The deceased was unfortu- 
nately thrown from a curricle on the previous day, and so severely injured 
as to cause his death in a few hours. December 31, the Hon. Edward 
George Gordon Howard, brother of the deceased, was elected M.P. for 
Morpeth in his place. 

19. The Morpeth Gas Company commenced lighting that town 

with gas, to the great satisfaction of the iidiabitants. 

■ 21. A fish known as the Spams Dentex, a very rare species 

in the British seas, was captured in the Gambols Bum, near Blyth. It 
measured 5 feet 3 inches in length, and weighed 79fi>. 

22. Died, at Fairshield, Northumberland, aged 101, Mrs. 

Margaret Brammer. 

23. The bell bequeathed to St. Nicholas' Church, Newcastle, 

by Greorge Anderson, Esq., was cast this day, by Sir R. S. Hawks and 
Co. Its diameter across the mouth is 6 feet 5 inches; its height 4 feet 
10 inches; and its total weight about 72 cwt. It bears the arms of its 
donor, and an inscription recording the date and place of its casting. The 
bell was brought into Newcastle on the 5th December, and remained in 
the church till the 10th, when it was hoisted into the belfry; and on the 
18th December, at four o'clock p.m., it was first struck upon by the clock 
hammer. The bell was named the '^ Major ;" and thirty persons have stood 
in it with ease at one time. 

23. Died, at Byker, ^ed 103, Mrs. Elizabeth Wallace. 

26. A boiler burst this evening, at Wideopen colliery, killing 

the engincman, and razing the boiler-house to its foundation. 

December 3. The foundation-stone of a new Scotch church was laid at 
Ogle Terrace, South Shields. The building was opened for public worship 
on the 4th May following. 

13. About one o'clock in the morning, the premises of Mr. J. 

McKay, draper, Chester-le-Street, were discovered in flames, and the in- 
mates had great difficulty in escaping even in their night-clothes. Three 
engines arrived from Newcastle in the course of a short time, but not 
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before all the stock and household fomiture of Mr. McKay had been 
destroyed, and much damage done to the adjoining property. A subscrip- 
tion was afterwards raised for Mr. McKay, who was uninsured. 

December 19. A shocking accident occurred at the Leazes Terrace, 
then in the course of construction by Mr. Grainger. Whilst six work- 
men were engaged on a high scaffolding, moving a large stone, weighing 
about 4 cwt., one of the supports gave way, and the unfortunate men were 
all precipitated to the g^und. William Murray and Robert Gunning- 
ham died within a few hours, and two others were so severely maimed as 
to cause their death in a few days. 

• 19. As Mr. Steele, of Gkteshead, late engineer to the Cla- 

rence Ridlway Company, and Mr. J. Wilkinson, wharfinger, of- Stockton, 
were returning from Bamardcastle in a gig, their vehicle was accidentally 
upset near Piersebridge. Mr. Steele was so much injured as to cause his 
immediate death. Mr. Wilkinson was also much hurt, but recovered. 

20. A public breakfast was given, at Darlington, to Joseph 

Pease, Esq., M.P. for the Southern Division of Durham. The chair was 
taken by Charles Parker, Esq., and about 120 persons were present. 

28. A hare was chased into Newcastle by the hounds of J. Q. 

Clarke, Esq., and was eventually killed in Pilgrim Street. 

— — 27. Mr. Joseph Ritson, hatter, Hexham, left home on Christ- 
mas Day, for the purpose of collecting debts, but was never seen after 
the above date, when he passed Water House, near Ridley Hall. No 
tidings having been heard of him for some weeks, a strong suspicion ex- 
isted that he had been murdered. On the 27th of January, however, his 
body was found in the Tyne, at Dent's Hole, about forty miles from the 
spot where he was last seen alive, and there seemed little doubt but that 
his death had been accidental. 

29. A fire broke out in a cottage, adjoining Mr. Moore's 

brewery, at Shield Row, near Chester-le-Street, and it speedily commu- 
nicated to the brewery itself, which, with a quantity of oats, was entirely 
consumed. 

1833. During this year, the old church at Knaresdale, Northum- 
berland, a wretched edifice, was pulled down, and an elegant little fabric 
erected on the site, 

1834, January 2. A public meeting was held in Newcastle, the mayor 
(H. Bell, Esq.) in the chair, for the purpose of forming a general ceme« 
tery for the use of the town. The proceedings were quite unanimous ; 
and in March a prospectus was issued of a new company called the 
" Newcastle General Cemetery Company," with a capital of £8,000, in 
£20 shares. A field at Jesmond, containing fifteen acres, was purchased of 
the Corporation, and ten acres of the ground were soon afterwards enclosed. 
The chapels, &c., were desig^ncd by Mr. Dobson, and the cemetery was 
laid out with great taste. The first interment in this ground took place 
on the 9th December, 1836. 

8, The friends of R. Ingham, Esq., M.P. for South Shields, 

gave that gentleman a dinner, at the Golden Lion Inn, in that town, 
Christopher Wawn, Esq., occupied the chair, and about 100 persons were 
present. 

8. Died, at North Shields, aged 103, Mrs. Elizabeth Hill, 

well known in that town as the person who gave information to sailors* 
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wives of the arrival of their husbands off the bar, from which she was 
commonly known as the " Lady Wife." 

Janucery 11. Died, at Monkwearmouth, aged 100, Mrs. Margaret Grey. 

13. The first anniversary dinner of the Durham Conservative 

Association was held at the Waterloo Hotel, Durham. The Marquis of 
Londonderry presided, and J. Pemberton, Esq., officiated as vice-chair- 
man. About 100 gentlemen were present. 

14. An affray took place this evening, near Ravensworth 

Castle, between the Hon. H. T. liddell, assisted by a few servants, and 
a gang of poachers. The latter escaped, after wounding one of the ser- 
vants so severely as to cause his death shortly afterwards. 

14. The new church at North Sunderland, built at the ex- 
pense of the trustees of Lord Crewe, was consecrated by the Bishop of 
Carlisle. 

15. Died, in Newcastle, aged 65, William Fifefield, a man of 

colour, and many years drummer in various local regiments. ^^ Billy" 
was afterwards the owner of a " Comfortable," plying between Newcastle 
and Shields, and was well known in the two towns. 

16. The first cargo of coals from Crow Trees colliery was 

shipped at Stockton, at the Clarence Railway staiths, on board the brig 
Etherley, for London. 

21. Early this day, a quantity of hay and com Sftanding in 

two separate farm-yards, at Offerton, near Sunderland, was set on fire by 
some miscreants. The fire engines and a detachment of soldiers soon 
after arrived from Sunderland, but no part of the property, consisting of 
sixteen stacks of wheat and four of hay, was saved. January 30, another 
incendiary fire occurred on the farm of Mr. Bumup, of Offerton, when 
fifteen stacks of com and hay were destroyed. 

21. The Earl of Durham, Provincial Qrand Master of that 

county, with unprecedented hospitality, invited the whole fraternity of 
Freemasons of the province to dinner at Lambton Castle, and upwards of 
150 guests attended on the occasion. The brethren availed themselves of 
the opportunity to present his lordship with a beautiful Masonic Jewel, 
set in brilliants. April 30, 1834, the Earl of Durham was appointed 
Deputy Grand Master of England. 

28. A great flood occurred in the river Tyne in consequence 

of heavy rains. At Newcastle, the Quayside, a portion of the Sandhill, 
and the lower part of the Broad Chare, were overflowed for some hours, 
and much damage was done in the adjoining cellars. 

29. The first seam of coal, 3 feet 9 inches in thickness, was 

won at Thomley colliery, the property of Sir William Chaytor, Bart., 
and partners. The depth was 72 yards. 

30. A cargo of Hedley's West Hetton Wallsend coals was 

shipped from the Clarence Railway Company's staith at Haverton Hill, 
near Stockton, being the first coals shipped from that place. 

February 11. Died, at Mainsforth, aged 55, Robert Surtees, Esq., 
the author of the celebrated ^* History and Antiquities of the County 
Palatine of Durham." Mr. Surtees was bom in the city of Durham, and, 
after passing his youthful years at Houghton-le-Spring Grammar School 
and Christ Church, Oxford, he entered the Temple in 1800. He was 
not, however, called to the bar, but returned to Mainsforth in 1802, on 
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the death of his father, and abnost immediately commenced the compila- 
tion of his " History'' — a work which occupied him so exclusively for 
the whole of his remaining years as to leave but few incidents for the 
biographer to commemorate. Owing to his continued ill health, the first 
volume did not appear till 1816 ; but the second was issued in 1820, and 
the third in 1823. Another protracted illness occurred ; and the mate- 
rials of the fourth and last volume had not been wholly arranged at the 
time of his death, but were given to the world, after a lengthened delay, in 
1840. To this volume a delightful memoir of the author was prefixed by 
his old and valued friend, G. Taylor, Esq., of Witton. Mr. Surtees com- 
posed a number of pieces of occasional poetry, often of singular elegance, 
and one at least of his contributions to his friend. Sir Walter Scott, de- 
ceived that admirable judge of early English verse, and drew down 
animadversions on Mr. Surtees which were hardly, perhaps, deserved. 
Among the poor in the vicinity of his seat he was warmly beloved, and 
his hospitality to all who came within his circle became almost proverbial. 
Few indeed have gone down to the grave with such a general feeling of 
regret among all ranks of the community, and while his literary la- 
bours never can be forgotten, the amiability of the author will lon^ 
linger round the green shades which he loved so well. He was buried at 
Bishop Middleham, where an elegant monument has been erected to his 
memory by his widow. 

Fdruaary 14. Died, in Newcastle, the Rev. Henry Deer Griffith, incum- 
bent of St. Andrew's, lecturer at St. Nicholas', and chaplain to the Trinity 
House. The deceased was universally respected by the inhabitants, and a 
very large concourse of persons attended his funeral, which took place on 
the 19th. A handsome monument to his memory, by Dunbar, was 
erected in St. Andrew's Church in January, 1835. 

21. A fire broke out in the house occupied by Mr. Douglas 

Lonie, cabinet-maker. High Street, Sunderland, which consumed the whole 
of the premises, together with the Jews' Synagogue next door. 

25. An accident occurred at the Fanny pit, at Gk)sforth, by the 

unhooking of a corf, by which four workmen were unfortunately killed. 

26. This afternoon, a fire broke out in the bark mill of Mr. 

Jonathan Priestman, Low Friar Street, Newcastle. A number of fire- 
engines were promptly on the spot, but a high wind which was blowing 
at the time accelerated the progress of the flames, and the mill itself, being 
constructed of wood, was very soon entirely consumed. The firemen, 
however, prevented the further progress of the fire, leaving the mill itself 
to bum away, and just when the wands were reduced to mere glowing 
skeletons the wind began to move them round, the sight being remarkably 
magnificent and beautiful. This was the second time the bark mill of this 
tan-yard had been destroyed by fire {see Sykes, April 27, 1808); and it 
was again burnt down, July 21, 1854. 

March 3. At the Canongate Court-house, Edinburgh, Thomas Drum- 
mond, of Biddick, Durham, pitman, was, by a respectable jury, served near- 
est and lawful heir-male general to his grand-uncle, John Drummond, 
only brother to James Drummond, last Earl of Perth, commonly called 
Duke of Perth. Mr. Drummond afterwards published his " case, " 
claiming the ancient title and estates of the Earls of Perth, and attempted 
to prosecute his claim before the Committee of Privileges of the House of 
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Lords ; but his inability to raise the necessary fands proved one, if not the 
chief, obstacle to his success. The earldom was also claimed by the Due 
de Melfort, and was eventually obtained by him in 1863. 

March 7. An accidental fire took place in the engine-houses of the 
Isabella pit, at Elemore, Durham, by which the premises were entirely con- 
sumed, and damage was done to the extent of about £1,400. 

16. At a meeting of owners and occupiers of land in the 

county of Durham, it was resolved to form a society, to be called the 
" County of Durham Agricultural Society." 

16. Died, at South Shields, aged 100, Mrs. Alice Scott. 

20. A grand dress ball was given at Sunderland for the benefit 

of the Infirmary of that town. The dresses were very elegant, and the 
novelty of the affair created much sensation. 

22. During a heavy gale, a new Baptist chapel, building at 

Monkweannouth, was completely blown down. Some houses in course of 
erection near the New Koad, Newcastle, were also levelled with the ground; 
and a piece of lead, upwards of a ton weight, was torn off the museum of 
the Natural History Society, and fell upon Messrs Dotchin's workshops 
adjoining, doing considerable damage. 

24. Ayton House, Berwickshire, the seat of J. Fordyce, Esq., 

was burnt down this morning, and nearly the whole contents were con- 
snmed. The furniture, <&c., were insured to the amount of £8,000. 

26. The last number of the " Northumberland Advertiser" was 

published. The " Advertiser" was commenced in 1831 (see Sykes, vol. ii., 
p. 309), and was discontinued July 10, 1832; but a new series was begun 
August 21, 1832, by Mr. H. Young, which terminated as above. 

26. The first Spring Horse and Cattle Fair was held at New- 
castle. 

26. Workmen commenced the removal of a large reservoir for 

water which had been many years in existence on the Leazes, Newcastle. 
It stood within a few yards of the gateway leading into Leazes Lane ; and 
upwards of 4,000 cart loads of ear&i were required to fill up the space it 
occupied. 

27. In the spring of this year Mr. Richard Grainger, an enter- 
prising and successful builder in Newcastle, entered into arrangements for 
the purchase, from the representatives of the late Major Anderson (see 
Sykes, Sept. 6, 1831), of the fine old mansion of that gentleman, in Pil- 
grim Street, Newcastle, ^' the most stately and magnificent," says Bourne, 
'* in the whole kingdom within a walled town," and which was locally 
famous as having been the lodgings of Charles I. while a prisoner in the 
hands of the Scotch. The house stood upon or near to the site of the Grey 
Friary, and its surrounding grounds, twelve acres in extent, included the 
" Nuns' Field," or the garden of the great Nunnery of St. Bartholomew. For 
this extensive and valuable enclosure Mr. Grainger paid £60,000, and his 
plans comprehended the purchase and demolition of the Theatre-Royal, and 
other properties, which probably cost him £46,000 more. On the above date 
belaid his designs before the Common Council of the town, with whom it 
was necessary to treat, inasmuch as he proposed to remove the Butcher 
and Vegetable Markets, then comparatively new, and to . build a magni- 
ficent street upon the site, connecting Dean Street with Blackett Street. 
The bold character of his propositions created a loud clamour on the part of 
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owners of property, and other persons whose capital was invested in the 
neighbourhood, as well as from many private individuals, alarmed at the 
vastness of the plan, and the immense alterations it would necessarily 
occasion. The inspection of the public was, however, invited, and the 
plans were exhibited in Mr. Small^s sale room. Arcade, on the 29th May, and 
with such general approbation that 5,000 signatures were appended to a 
memorial in their favour, while a counter petition only received about 
800. The parish of St. Andrew, the Chamber of Commerce, and various 
other bodies, also came forward with expressions of approval. At a meet- 
ing of the Coiomon Council, on the 12th June, it was resolved to treat 
with Mr. Grainger, by a majority of 24 votes to 7 ; and on the 15th July the 
sanction of the Corporation was formally given, a result which was wel- 
comed with several peals from the parish churches, and by bonfires and 
other rejoicings in the Nuns* Field, where the populace were regaled with 
a quantity of ale. 

March 27. A vessel of about eight keels burthen, was launched at 
Chatham, above Newcastle Bridge. It has been stated that this ship 
was " the only one ever built above l^e Bridge,'* but a vessel named tho 
Enterprise, many years a trader between Newcastle and Rotterdam, was 
launched in the Team in 1788. 

— — » 28. During a high wind, an empty corf lying near the mouth 
of the Buddie pit, at Pitting^ton colliery, was blown down the shaft when 
five men were ascending. Two of them, Matthew Wall and Edward 
Wilson, were killed, and the others were seriously maimed. The renudna 
of the deceased were followed to the grave by upwards of 1,500 work- 
men belonging to the district. 

AprU 10. A fire broke out in a thatched cottage at Haydon Bridge, 
occupied by Mr. Howey, tailor, and, notwithstanding every exertion, the 
adjoining houses of Mr. Polliard, draper, and Mr. Pickering, miller, were 
also totfdly consumed. A portion of the furniture, &c., was, however, 
rescued. 

— — -^^ 14. In consequence of the recent conviction and expatriation 
of six labourers at Dorchester, for the administration of secret oaths, a 
violent feeling of dissatisfaction prevailed amongst the working classes at 
this time, and a procession of about 10,000 Trades* Unionists took place 
this afternoon in Newcastle, terminating in a meeting on the Town Moor. 
Resolutions, couched in strong language, and demanding the recall of the 
Dorchester labourers, and the dismissal of His Majesty*s Ministers, were 
carried unanimously. The meeting passed off peaceably, and was fol- 
lowed by another, on May 19, at the same place, and with the same object. 

16. Died, at Bedlington, aged 104, Mrs. Mary Gallon. 

■ ■ 27. A meeting was held in Durham, J. R. Fenwick, Esq., 

M.D., in the chair, when it was determined to establish k literary society, 
to be called the " Surtees Society,** in honour of the late Robert Surtees, 
Esq., the historian of the county, having for its object the publication of 
unedited manuscripts illustrative of the ancient moral and physical condi*> 
tion of the North of England. The Duke of Buccleugh was elected 
president, and the Rev. J. Raine secretary, an office which he held with 
great ability for many years. 

30. Charles May, a clerk in a solicitor's office in Newcastle, 

was convicted this day of stealing 174 volumes of books, and a great 
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namber of eugravingB, titnn Dr. Thomlinson's library in that town. H« 
was sfterwardB transported for seven years. 

Mai/. About this time, workmen commenced the erection of a new 
north porch and bottrcsses to the church of St. Nicholas, Newcastle, to 
correspond with those lately erected on the sontfa. Th« following was 
the appearuice of the edifice before this alteration : — 




May 1. The &ni locomotiTe engine was placed npon the Stanhope 
and '^ne Railway, at South Shields; and on the 15th, that portion of 
the line extending from Stonliope to Annfield, sixteen miles in length, 
was opened with great rejoicing. A party of the proprietora left Annfield 
about eight o'clock in the morning, and arrived at Stanhope about eleven, 
much gratified with the general appearance of the line. A rather serious 
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collision occnrred upon one of the inclines, in the afternoon, which some- 
what marred the enjoyment, and a man and boy died of the injuries they 
received. {See page 29.) 

May 7. A handsome silver salver, and a purse of one hundred 
guineas, were presented to the Rev. James Manisty, curate of St. An- 
drew's, Newcastle, by the parishioners, as a parting testimonial of their 
esteem. The reverend gentleman had just been appointed to the incum- 
bency of Shildon. 

22. The Blaydon and Hebbum Railway bill received the 

Royal assent. [This line was purchased in the following year by the 
Brandling Junction Railway Company.] 

June 4. Married, in London, John Blenkinsopp Coulson, jun., Esq., of 
Blenkinsop Castle, to the Hon. Mary Anne, eldest daughter of Lord Byron. 

18. A trial of the comparative merits of Manby's apparatus 

and Dennett's rockets, for the preservation of life from shipwreck, took 
place on the Herd Sand, South Shields, before a number of the most in- 
fluential shipowners of the port. The palm of merit was generally 
awarded to Mr. Dennett's invention. 

22. A new Roman Catholic chapel was opened at Minster- 
acres, the seat of Greorge Silvertop, Esq. 

29. A new church at Shildon, Durham^ calculated to contain 

1,300 persons, was opened for Divine service by the Rev. J. Manisty, the 
incumbent. The church was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham on 
the 9th September following. 

' Early in this month, workmen commenced opening out a 

new street from the Westgate, Newcastle, to Scotswood Road, which 
proved of great convenience to the inhabitants. 

July 1. A man named James Liddell, convicted at Durham Assizes 
for forgery, escaped from the prison in that city. He had forced two 
locks, and finally got over the walls by means of some rope and a ladder. 

4. A beautiful monument in white marble, to the memory of 

Lady Bradford, was erected in Hartbum church, Northumberland, by her 
husband, Sir Thomas Bradford, late commander-in-chief at Bombay. 

10. A duel was fought this day at Wilhelmsburg, in Hanover, 

between Eklward Johnson, Esq., of the Deanery, Chester-le-Street, and 
Lieut. Christmas, late of the 8th Hussars. Lieut. Christmas was shot 
through both thighs, and, having fired his pistol in the air, the affair ter- 
minated. 

10. The foundation-stone was laid of a church for the new 

vicarage of Dinnington. The endowment was principally made by Mcr- 
ton College, Oxford, which possesses the tithes, and by M. Bell, Esq., 
M.P. The church was dedicated to St. Matthew, and was consecrate 
Oct. 23, 1835, by the Bishop of Carlisle. 

16. Died, aged 77, the Right Hon. Michael Angelo Taylor, 

M.P. for the city of Durham from 1800 till 1802, and from 1818 until 
1831. He was one of the few surviving friends of Mr. Fox. 

22. During a drunken quarrel, which took place at Hebbum 

Quay, amongst some pitmen and sailors, a man named Thomas Lee was 
kill^, and his body was afterwards thrown into the river Tyne. A man 
named Willis was tried at the ensuing assizes, and sentenced to seven 
years' transportation, for the manslaughter. 
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Jvly 24. The novel plan of lanncliing a ship fully rigged and 
manned, and with 100 tons of ballast in the hold, was satisfactorily ac- 
complished at Mr. Reay's yard, at Walker. The vessel proceeded to sea 
within an hour of her being launched. 

25. As some workmen were forming a new road near Brink- 
bum Priory, Northumberland, they discovered a small brass pot, contain- 
ing several rose nobles of Edward lU., and some half and quarter nobles 
of the same reign. The coins were in an excellent state of preservation. 

27. A new Wesleyan chapel was opened at Killingworth. 

29. Mr. Green, the aeronaut, ascended in his balloon, from the 

Market Place, Darlington, where a great crowd had assembled. He de- 
scended safely at Pillmoor House, about four miles distant. 

30. Mr. Grainger commenced to lay out the new streets upon 

his recently acquired property in Newcastle. (>Sec page 23.) The level- 
ling of the ground was a most arduous and expensive undertaking, nearly 
5,000,000 of cubic feet of earth being carted away, at a cost of upwards 
of £20,000. During the excavations, portions of an ancient crucifix and 
a gilt spur were found, as well as a quantity of human remains, on the 
supposed site of the burial-ground of St. Bartholomew's Nunnery. 

August 1. This being the day on which the act for the abolition of 
slavery in the British colonies came into operation, considerable rejoicing 
took place amongst the ftiends of the slave. In Newcastle, a soiree was 
held in the Music Hall, and a crowded meeting was afterwards held in 
Brunswick Place chapel. In 8outh Shields the foundation-stone of a 
large building intended for schools was laid in Oyston Street, by R. Short- 
ridge, Esq., and a public breakfast followed the ceremony. At Darling- 
ton, Durham, and several other towns, the day was commemorated by 
soirees, meetings, closing of shops, &c. 

1. Died, at Canton, aged 52, the Rev. Robert Morrison, D.D., 

one of the most distinguished Oriental scholars which this country has 
ever produced. Dr. Morrison was bom at Wingates, near Longhorsley, 
in January, 1782, and, after a subsequent short sojourn at Morpeth, his 
parents removed to Newcastle, in 1785. His father was a last-maker^ 
and to this business his son became an apprentice at an early age, their 
workshop being in a passage in the Groat Market, then called Dagg's 
Entry, but now known by the name of Morrison's Court. Whilst but 
a youth, however, his passion for knowledge became intense, and the 
Rev. A. Laidlaw, of the High Bridge Presbyterian chapel, was his first 
instructor in Greek, Latin and Hebrew. In 1804, he was sufficiently ad- 
vanced in his studies to pass his examination as a clergyman ; and about 
a year after he offered himself as a missionary to China, and was accepted. 
Previous to sailing for that country, in January, 1807, he devoted himself 
to the study of the Chinese language, and, as it afterwards proved, with 
great success. Before passing many years in the country, he had com- 
piled, with immense labour, a dictionary of the language, and, in concert 
with others, had published a translation of the whole of the Scriptures. 
With the exception of a very short visit to this country. Dr. Morrison 
remained in China until his decease. In 1824, however, when on a short 
visit to England, he preached in the High Bridge chapel, Newcastle, to a 
crowded congregation. During his sojourn in the East, he rendered most 
important service to the East India Company, in conducting mercantile 
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operations witli the natives, and at the time of his death he was Chinese 
Secretary and Interpreter to Lord Napier, the British Superintendent in 
that country. The degree of D.D. was conferred upon him, in 1818, by 
the University of Glasgow. 

August 1. A coach commenced running this day between Gateshead 
and Stanhope, by way of Whickham, Lanchester, &c., being the first 
coach ever attempted on that line of road. 

1. About this date, the workmen employed in sinking Haswell 

colliery, after more than three years* labour, struck upon a fine seam of coal, 
at the depth of 504 feet fi*om the surface. 

6. Died, in Newcastle, aged 73, James Wilkie, M.D., resident 

surgeon at the Dispensary in that town for upwards of fifty years. In 
February, 1835, an elegant tablet was erected over his remains, in Westgate 
Hill Cemetery, at the cost of the Governors of the Dispensary. 

— — 18. The foundatiouHstone of a Wesleyan Methodist chapel was 
laid at Gainford, near Darlington. 

19. Earl Grey, after a political career of nearly fifty years, re- 
signed the office of Prime Minister on the 9th July, and his return to the 
North of England was thought a fit opportunity by his friends, of present- 
ing him vrith some expression of their gratitude for his long exertions as 
a Reformer. This day, accordingly, his lordship arrived in Newcastle from 
Lambton Castle, and was received by his admirers in the Guildhall, which 
was densely crowded. H. Mitcalfe, Esq., presented his lordship with an 
address from the inhabitants of Tynemouth ; Mr. W. Garret next read an 
address from the Stewards of the Incorporated Companies of Newcastle; 
B. Abbs, Esq., presented an address from South Shields ; and the Rev. J. 
S. Ogle handed in the address of the friends of his lordship in Newcastle. 
Earl Grey returned thanks at considerable length, amidst great applause, 
and the Earl of Durham having also addressed the assemblage, the pro- 
ceedings terminated. [Addresses from the people of Sunderland and Dar- 
lington had been previously received by Earl Grey ; on the 20th, similar 
testimonials of esteem were presented to him at Morpeth, Felton, and 
Alnwick; and, on the 11th September, at Wooler.] 

22. The foundation-stone of a new bridge over the North 

Tyne was laid at Bellingham, by W. H. Charlton, jun., Esq., of Hesley- 
side. The bridge was designed by Mr. J. Green, and consists of four arches, 
each of fifty feet span. {See August 26, 1835.) 

23. The Lord Provost of Edinburgh and Sir J. Gibson-Craig 

arrived at Howick from Edinburgh to deliver an invitation to Earl Grey, 
signed by 700 noblemen and gentlemen, to meet them at a public dinner 
in Edinburgh. His lordship having accepted the invitation, the banquet 
took place on September 15. Upwards of 3,000 persons were present, 
and the noble Earl was presented with the freedom of the city, in a gold box, 
on the same day. 

25. Mr. William Walker, mason, of Branton, and Mr. William 

Atkinson, joiner, Powbum, were accidentally drowned in the river Bream- 
ish, whilst fishing, and a companion, Mr. Duncan, teacher, Glanton, in 
attempting to save them, nearly shared the same fate. 

27. Mr. Green ascended in his balloon, from Zion Street, 

Bishopwearmouth, but, in consequence of there being no wind, and the 
balloon being insufficiently inflate, he descended in about ten minutes, on 
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a house in Burleigh Street, Sunderland, and narrowly escaped being upset 
by coming in contact with a chimney. On the 9th September, Mr. Green 
made another unsuccessful attempt to ascend; and on the 25th September 
he made a third, from Mr. Thompson's rafif-yard. In this last essay, the 
balloon first came in contact with the mast of a ship, and then, after rising 
about a mile into the air, it descended into the sea near Whitburn, where 
Mr. Green was rescued by a crew of pilots. 

September 10. This being the day fixed for the opening throughout of 
the Stanhope and Tyne Railway, considerable rejoicing took place at South 
Shields, where business was entirely suspended. About two o'clock, an 
engine arrived from Medomsley colliery, bringing 100 waggons of coals, 
and this train was followed by a second, containing the directors of the line 
and their friends. The coal was then deposited in the " Sally," of South 
Shields, being the first ship loaded at* the new drops. A dinner was given 
to the workmen, 1,000 in number, and a grand banquet afterwards took 
place at the Golden lion Inn, R. Ingham, Esq., M.P., in the chair, at 
which 120 gentlemen sat down. The Stanhope and Tyne Railway was 
thirty-two miles in length, and was constructed by agreement witii the 
landowners, without the aid of Parliament, at a cost of upwards of 
half-a-million sterling. The proprietors, who were about fifty in number, 
paid up the sum of £100,000 only, and in 1842 it was found that while 
the railway, <&c., was worth only £300,000, liabilities were outstanding to 
the extent of £440,852. A bill was consequently brought into Parliament 
dissolving the company, and incorporating a number of individuals who 
took upon themselves the liabilities then outstanding, but relinquished the 
working of the western portion of the line. Tlie bill having passed, the 
uiidert^ing was afterwards known as the Pontop and South Shields Rail- 
way. Some years afteihvards, it was purchased by the York, Newcastle 
and Berwick Railway Company, and was ultimately merged in the North 
Eastern. 

12. In consequence of the plans for the improvement of New- 
castle proposed by Mr. Grainger comprehending the demolition of the 
llieatre Royal in Mosley Street, a general meeting of the proprietors of 
that building was held to consider the matter. Mr. Grainger explained 
his plans, and proposed to erect a new and elegant theatre, and convey it 
to the proprietors, in exchange for the old one, paying also any difference 
in value which might be estimated by arbitrators. G^be proposal was as- 
sented to by a large majority. 

15. A regatta took place on the river Tyne at Newcastle, and 

the display was one of the most animating ever seen in the district. The 
stewards were the mayor (Henry Bell, Esq.), J. T. Carr, Esq., and W. A. 
Surtees, Esq. 

17. One of the very large boilers of the steam engine at the 

Elemore pit, Hetton Colliery, exploded without any apparent cause, and a 
man named George Bell was killed on the spot, two others being very 
severely scalded. Another man was thrown with such force against an 
ash-heap, that he was completely engulphed in it, and could not be extri- 
cated till the ashes had been dug from around him. 

19. The " London Gazette" contained an order in Council de- 
claring Newcastle-upon-Tyne one of the ports for the importation of goods 
from places within liie limits of the East India Company's charter. 
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September 23. Married, at Bomaldkirk, Gerard Salvin, Esq., eldest son 
of W. T. Salvin, Esq., of Croxdale, to Winifred, yoimgest daughter of 
H. Witham, Esq. 

23. The fonndation-stone of a new chnrch, dedicated to the 

Trinity, was laid at North Shields, by Lord Prudhoe. His lordship was 
met at the boundary of the manor by the Percy tenantry, and was received 
near the site of the church by Mr. Bell, M.P., Mr. Ingham, M.P., and a 
numerous body of clergymen. On arriving at the spot, an elegant trowel 
was presented to his lordship by Mr. B. Green, architect, and the customary 
formalities were then gone tiirough, amidst much cheering. A dinner 
was held in the afternoon, at the Northumberland Arms, John Fenwick, 
Esq., in the chair. The church was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham 
on October 21, 1836, and his lordship afterwards preached to a very 
numerous congregation. 

27. The foundation-stone of a building for a Mechanics' Insti- 
tute was laid at South Shields, by R. Ingham, Esq., M. P., the president, 
in the presence of a large concourse of spectators. 

29. John Wilson, Esq., was elected Mayor of Berwick. 

October 1. The friends of Charles William Bigge, Esq., of Linden, enter- 
tained that gentleman to a dinner in the Town Hall, Morpeth, as a mark 
of their respect for his conduct and character as a magistrate and chairman 
of the county. Wm. Orde, Esq., of Nunnykirk, presided, and about 100 
gentlemen were present. 

4. A serious accident occurred at Springwell colliery, near 

Gateshead, by the falling of a heavy piece of timber down the shaft, when 
two men named Punsheon and Smith, who were working in it, were thrown 
to the bottom, and killed on the spot. 

6. The annual election of Corporate officers took place in New- 
castle, when John Lionel Hood, Esq., was unanimously elected Mayor, and 
John Mcllar Chapman, Esq., Sheriff. For the office of Recorder there was 
an exciting contest hew teen G. H. Wilkinson, Esq., and R. C. Askew, 
Esq., the latter being the Corporation candidate; but the former was 
elected by a majority of 14 to 10. Same day, Mr. Aid. Robson was 
elected Mayor of Durham. 

6. A meeting was held in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, 

William Ord, Esq., in the chair, to determine upon the propriety of erect- 
ing a statue in honour of Earl Grey in some public situation in his native 
county. Resolutions in conformity therewith were submitted by Dr. Fen- 
wjck, Rev. J. S. Ogle, Sir H. Williamson, Bart., Dr. Headlam, G. Baker, 
Esq., T. Riddell, Esq., R. Ingham, Esq., G.T. Dimn, Esq.,W. H. Ord, Esq., 
M. P., George Silvertop, Esq., Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., M. P., and Colonel 
Bell ; and subscriptions, amounting to upwards of £500, were announced 
before the separation of the meeting. October 15, a meeting was held in 
furtherance of the above object, at Alnwick, J. Carr, Esq., in the chair, 
when upwards of £240 were subscribed in the room. 

7. Mr. Robert Thompson was elected Mayor of Stockton. 

8. At a meeting of gentlemen favourable to the establishment 

of a society for the promotion of literature and science, held at the Bridge 
Inn, Sunderland, Dr. Clanny in the chair, it was resolved to form an insti- 
tution under the title of " The Sunderland Literary and l^hilosophical 
Society." 
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October 8. Married, at Cambridge, the Rev. Thomas Ilderton, B.A., 
third son of Sanderson Uderton, Esq., of Uderton, to Mary Susan, only 
child of the late W. Francis, Esq., of Chesterton, Cambridge. 

10. A serious boiler explosion occurred at the flour mill of Mr. 

S. Rennoldson, JesmondVale, Newcastle. The engineman, John Montagu, 
was killed on the spot, and the roof and walls of the engine-house were 
entirely carried away. 

12. While Divine service was being conducted this evening in 

the Primitive Methodist chapel. Silver Street, Newcastle, a large portion 
of the ceiling suddenly fell down upon the congregation, to their great con- 
sternation. No injuries were, however, sustained, beyond a few bruises. 

13. The Rev. John Hay ton was presented, by the rector of 

Sunderland, in the name of the parishioners, with an elegant service of 
plate and £100, " in testimony of their estimation of his laborious ser- 
vices as curate of Sunderland for upwards of thirty years." 

16. Henry Stapylton, Esq., was appointed Recorder of the 

city of Durham, vacant by the resignation of Henry J. Spearman, Esq. 

16. Died, at Stockton, aged 100, Mr. Matthew Brown. 

16. A fire broke out at Nogley House, near Framlington, in 

consequence of some sparks from a neighbouring heap of burning rubbish 
having lodged in the roof. A high wind blowing at the time, the house 
was entirely burnt down. 

20. The first lecture in connexion with the Newcastle School 

of Medicine and Surgery was delivered in the Surgeons* Hall, in that town. 
A few lectures had, however, been delivered by Dr. Fife, Mr. J. Fife, Dr. 
Knott, Mr. Potter, and a few other gentlemen, in BelPs Court, during the 
previous winter. In December, 1835, the school was recognised by the 
College of Surgeons, and the University of London ; and very soon be- 
came an important educational institution in the district. 

29. A grand dinner was given in Glasgow to the Earl of Dur- 
ham, at which nearly 2,000 persons were present. His lordship, who was 
most enthusiastically received, announced himself at this meeting in favour 
of household suffrage, triennial parliaments, and vote by ballot. 

31. A seam of coal, six feet thick, was won at Grordon colliery, 

on the river Tees, at a depth of 198 feet from the surface. The workmen, 
200 in number, were generously regaled on the occasion. 

31. Died, in Newcastle, in his 60th year, Mr. John Bruce, for 

upwards of forty years a most successful teacher of youth, first in Alnwick, 
his native town, and afterwards in Newcastle. The deceased was the 
author of a work on geography, which has obtained very wide estimation, 
and he was also the compiler of other elementary works. At the time of 
his death, he had, in conjunction with his soii, the Rev. J. C. Bruce, the 
direction of one of the most extensive and flourishing seminaries in the 
North of England. His funeral, which took place on November 5, was at- 
tended by a large number of the principal inhabitants of Newcastle. Soon 
afterwards, an elegant monument, designed by Mr. J. Green, was placed in 
Westgate Cemetery, over his remains, at the cost of his friends and pupils. 

■ About the end of this month, the new turnpike road from 

Belsay to Otterbum was opened, by which the distance from Newcastle to 
Edinburgh was reduced to 98 miles. 

NovenUfer 10. Mr. Green ascended in a balloon, from Tyne Street, North 
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Shields, but, owing to an insufficient supply of gas, he was obliged to leave 
the car behind him, and to sit astride a rope. He descend^ in about 
four minutes, alighting in the river at Howdon, where he was extricated 
by a sculler boat. 

November 10. As Mr. William Ward, parish clerk of Ebchester, and 
nearly 80 years of age, was handling a gun in his house, not knowing it 
was loaded, it went off, and the contents lodged in the body of his grand- 
daughter, Isabella Browell, killing her on the spot. 

— ^— 16. St. Andrew's church, Newcastle, was opened for evening 
lectures. 

— ^— 16. A neat Primitive Methodist chapel was opened at Dipton. 

18. The foundationHstone of a new church at Stockton, dedi- 
cated to the Trinity, was laid by the Very Rev. C. Thorp, B.D., Arch- 
deacon of Durham, accompanied by the mayor, the magistrates, clergy, 
&c., <&c. After the ceremony the procession returned to the Town Hall, 
where a cold collation was provided by the Corporation. (See December 
22, 1835.) 

18. A grand dinner was given at the Assembly Rooms, New- 
castle, to the Elarl of Durham, by his friends and admirers in that town. 
The chair was taken by W. H. Ord, Esq., M.P., who was supported by 
the noble Earl and W. Ord, Esq., W. Hutt, Esq., M.P., Sir W. Chaytor, 
Bart., M.P., C. Rippon, Esq., M.P., W. James, Esq., M.P., &c. Dr. 
Headlam, the Recorder of Newcastle, W. W. Burden, Esq., and J. Losh, 
Elsq., officiated as vice-presidents. The Countess of Durham and a num- 
ber of ladies were also present, and the proceedings, which were very ani- 
mated, lasted until near midnight. The front of the Assembly Rooms was 
illuminated in gas jets with a crown and " Wm. FV.," and the words " Dur- 
ham, and Reform." This was the first gas illumination ever seen in the 
north, and was much admired. Previous to the dinner, his lordship was 
presented with addresses from the working men of Newcastle, and the 
Stewards of the Incorporated Companies, to which he delivered suitable 
replies. The proceedings created more than ordinary interest, as the news 
of the dismissal of Lord Melbourne, and the return of the Duke of Wel- 
lington to office, had reached Newcastle only two days before. 

24. An explosion of gas took place in St. Lawrence colliery, 

near Newcastle, by which three men were burnt to death. Two of the 
men were masons, and had been building a wall with a naked candle, by 
which it was supposed the gas became ignited. Same day, an accident oc- 
curred in Hartley colliery, by the brea£ng of a rope, by which three men 
were precipitated to the bottom of the shaft, and killed on the spot. 

26. This day was kept as a close holiday in South Shields, 

and thanksgiving services were performed in the various churches, for the 
disappearance of the cholera. 

December 17. The Duke of Northumberland was elected High Steward 
of the University of Cambridge, in the room of the Earl of Hardwicke, 
deceased. {See October 21, 1840.) 

■ 23. The new building just erected for the Natural History 
Society of Newcastle {see August 5, 1833) was opened to the members 
and the public, at a special general meeting, at which Lord Prudhoe too]c 
the chair. During the morning an interesting paper by J. Buddie, Esq., 
was read, containing a proposal for making the sodety^s building a place 
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of deposit for mining records. In the evening, a public dinner was held 
in the Assembly Rooms to commemorate the occasion, when the mayor 
of Newcastle (J. L. Hood, Esq.) presided. Amongst the company were 
Sir T. Haggerston, Bart, Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., M.P., R. Ingham, 
Esq., M.P., M. Bell, Esq., M.P., C. Ellison, Esq., &c., &c. Tlie vice-chairs 
were occupied by C. W- Bigge and J. Brandling, Esqrs. The erections 
and gronnd cost £3,928 ; and the donations received ultimately amounted 
to £2,182. 

January^ 1835. In consequence of the dismissal of the Melbourne 
Government, Parliament was dissolved Dec. 29, 1834, and writs were 
immediately issued for the new elections. The proceedings in this dis- 
trict were as follows : — 

Newcastle. The nomination took place on January 5, before J. M. 
Chapman, Esq., sheriff, when Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., was proposed by Mr. 
Alderman Sorsbie, and seconded by Colonel Bell. John Hodgson, Esq., 
was n(Mninated by Mr. Alderman Reed, and seconded by Mr. W. Cuthbert. 
William Ord, Esq., was proposed by Mr. A. L. Potter, and seconded by 
Mr. Chamley. James Aytoun, Esq., was nominated by Mr. Easterby, 
and seconded by Mr. J. Fife. The last-named two candidates had the 
show of hands. The polling on the Gth and 7th was as follows: — Ord, 
1,844; Ridley, 1,500; Hodgson, 1,257; Aytoun, 988. The declaration 
took place on the 8th, and the candidates having again addressed the 
electors, the members got into their carriages to perform the usual ceremony 
of parading through the town. Sir M. W. Ridley was, however, grossly 
attacked upon the Sandhill with missiles of all descriptions, and he was 
obliged to order his coachman to drive to the Queen's Head Inn, for 
shelter. Several persons concerned in this outrage were afterwards ap- 
prehended, amongst whom was Hans Sloan, a constable. The prisoners 
were tried at the ensuing assizes for the assault, and imprisoned — Sloan 
for six months, and four others for four months each. Mr. Aytoun^s 
expenses at this election, amounting to £261, 18s. 9d., were paid by sub- 
scription. 

BuNDBRLAKD. The nomination took place on the 5th, when Dr. 
Clanny proposed, and Mr. W. Ettrick seconded. Sir W. Chaytor, Bart. 
Mr. Lotherington nominated, and Dr. Miller seconded, W. Thompson, 
Esq. Mr. B. Ogden proposed, and Dr. Brown seconded, D. Barclay, Esq. 
Messrs Thompson and Barclay had the show of hands, and, during the 
polling. Sir W. Chaytor resigned, the numbers at the close being as fol- 
lows: — Thompson, 844; Barclay, 708; Chaytor, 392. 

Bbbwick, January 5. The candidates were Sir Francis Blake, Bart., 
Sir Rufane S. Donkin, and Mr. James Bradshaw. At the close of the 
poll the numbers were: — Bradshaw, 410; Donkin, 350; Blake, 337. 

South Shields. The nomination took place on the Gth. Robert 
Ingham, Esq., was nominated by Mr. R. Anderson ; and Russell Bowlby, 
£2sq., by Mr. J. Wright, The state of the poll at the close was : — Ing- 
ham, 273; Bowlby, 128. 

Ttnbmouth, January 7. George Frederick Young, Esq., was re- 
turned without opposition. 

Gatbshead, January 8. Cuthbert Rippon, Esq., was re-elected without 
opposition. 

DuBHAif CiTT. The nomination was fixed for the 8th, when Mr. G. 

e 
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Baker nominated William Charles Harland, Esq.; the Rev. E. Davison 
proposed the Hon. A. Trevor; and Mr. R. H. Allan proposed T. C. 
Granger, Esq. In consequence of some rioting on the 13th, the poll was 
kept open for half an hour on the 14th, and finally terminated thus: — 
Trevor, 473 ; Harland, 433 ; Granger, 350. 

Morpeth, January 9. The former member, the Hon. E. G. G. Howard, 
was returned without opposition. 

South Northumberland. At the nomination, at Hexham, on the 12th, 
Matthew Bell, Esq., and Thomas W. Beaumont, Esq., were unanimously 
re-elected. 

North Northumberland. At Alnwick, on the 14th, Viscount Howick 
and Lord Ossulston were re-elected, without opposition. 

North Durham. At Durham, on the 12th, Hedworth Lambton, Esq., 
and Sir Hedworth Williamson, Bart., were re-elected. 

South Durham. At Darlington, on the 13th, John Bowes, Esq., and 
Joseph Pease, Esq., were again returned. 

January 8. Died, at Newcastle, the Rev. James Taylor, incumbent of 
St. John's. A very elegant monument was erected in that church, in 
Juno following, to the memory of the deceased. 

13. Died, in Clavering Place, Newcastle, aged 81, Robert 

Hopper Williamson, Esq., Temporal Chancellor of the County Palatine 
of Durham. Mr. Williamson was descended from the family of Hopper, 
of the above county, and having married the heiress of Dr. Williamson, 
of Whickham, he assumed Jier name and arms, in addition to his own. 
In 1794, he was elected Recorder of Newcastle, which important office he 
filled, with consummate ability, until the death of his wife, in 1829, when 
he resigned. He was appointed to the Temporal Chancellorship of Dur- 
ham in 1819, by Bishop Barrington, and he sustained the duties which 
appertained to it, then highly onerous and important, in a manner which 
did him the highest credit. But it was as a chamber counsel that his 
fame chiefly rests ; his " opinions" were sought for from all parts of the 
kingdom; and the indefatigable research and judicious consideration 
which they evinced, as well as the clearness and simplicity of the lan- 
guage, gave them the moral force of actual decisions. In politics, he was 
a Rockingham Whig, and the last public duty he performed was but a 
week before his death, when he voted for his old friend Sir M. W. Ridley, 
at the Newcastle election. His remains were interred at Whickham on 
the 20th January, and were followed to the grave by thirty-four private 
carriages, the members of the Corporation and legal profession in New- 
castle, &c., &c. In 1837, a statue of the deceased, in his judicial costume, 
executed by Dunbar, and bearing an appropriate inscription, was placed 
in St. Nicholas' Church, Newcastle. An excellent likeness of Mr. Wil- 
liamson was engraved some years before his death. 

16. The town of Hexham was lighted with gas for the first 

time. In celebration of the event, the directors and shareholders of the 
Gas Company walked in procession through the town, and afterwards 
dined together at the Black Bull Inn. 

17. Died, at Cliesterholme, near Haltwhistle, aged 57, the 

Rev. Anthony Hedley, M.A., successively minister at Gateshead, St. 
John Lee, Hexham, Whelpington, and Whitfield. Mr. Hedley was a 
most industrious and pains-taking antiquary, and contributed several 
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valuable papers to the " Archceologia iEliana," Hodgson's " History of 
Northumberland," the " Newcastle Magazine," and various other works. 
His library was also enriched with many valuable manuscripts ; and his re- 
sidence at Chesterholme, alike for its antiquarian interest and romantic 
beauties, will long continue a monument of his taste. 

January 22. A silver salver, and a purse of £75, were presented to 
the Rev. J. Carr, incumbent of St. Hilda's, South Shields, by R. Short- 
ridge, Esq., as a tribute of respect from the parishioners generally. On 
the 7th February, the reverend gentleman was presented with another 
testimonial, by 1,239 working men, " for his unwearied attention to the 
poor during two visitations of cholera." 

28. The town of Houghton-le-Spring was first lighted with 

gas, on which occasion the proprietors dined together at the White Lion 
Inn. 

29. The Lord Bishop of Carlisle visited North Shields, on be- 
half of the Bishop of Durham, and consecrated the plot of ground recently 
added to the cemetery connected with Tynemouth church. 

February 5. The town of Bamardcastle was lighted with gas for the 
first time. A dinner took place in the evening, at the Rose and Crown Inn, 
to celebrate the event. 

8. Died, at Bedlington, aged 76, the Rev. Henry Cotes, vicar 

of that place. Mr. Cotes was endowed with considerable literary attain- 
ments, and was the author of " Sketches of Truth," in 3 vols., and several 
other works, both in poetry and prose. 

10. A company of amateurs performed the opera of " Artax- 

erxes" and the farce of " No Song no Supper" at the Theatre, Sunderland, 
before a very fashionable audience. Tlie performances were for the bene- 
fit of the Infirmary, and the principal characters were supported by Capt. 
Roper, Mr. Clay, Misses Beswick, Mrs. May son, &c. 

11. The foundation-stone of anew church at Seaham was laid 

by the Marchioness of Londonderry, in the presence of the Bishop of St. 
David s. Viscount Castlereagh, Viscount Seaham, the Hon. Dr. Wellesley, 
and a large concourse of the inhabitants. 

12. A letter having been received by the churchwardens of St. 

Nicholas^ Newcastle, from the solicitor to the Treasury, requesting them 
to call a vestry meeting of the parishioners for the election of three in- 
habitants *' as trustees of such bounty as His Majesty may be pleased to 
bestow upon the poor inhabitants of the parish," in conformity with the 
will of the late >&. William Moulton («ec Sykes, Aug. 1, 1832), such 
meeting was held to-day, when Messrs. H. Ingledew, A. L. Potter, and 
R. Pace, were appointed, llie warrant granting the property to these 
gentlemen passed the Sign Manual on the Gth of April. The property 
was stated to be let for £2()0 a-year. 

12. A ball (one of the most brilliant ever held in Newcastle) 

was given this evening in the Assembly Rooms, by sixty bachelors of the 
town and neighbourhood. Uj)wards of six hundred of the principal in- 
habitants of the district assembled, and the ball was led ofif by the Hon. 
Airs. Watson and Mr. Richard Hodgson, of Elswick. The supper room 
was opened at one o'clock, and the repast was of the most tasteful and di- 
versified character. 

■ 14. The foundation-stone of the new docks on the north side 
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of the river Wear at Sunderland was laid by the Hon. Lady Williamson, 
in the presence of a great concourse of the inhabitants. A dinner took 
place in the evening, at the Wheat Sheaf Inn {see November 1, 1837). 

February 22. On this night and the foUowmg day, Newcastle and its 
neighbourhood were visited by a violent storm of wind and rain, which did 
considerable damage. Several stacks of chimneys in various parts of the 
town were blown down, but fortunately no serious personal injury was sus- 
tained. The temporary theatre of " Billy Purvis," which was erected on 
the Parade Ground, was completely demolished, the canvas covering being 
torn to shreds, and the wood-work blown far and wide. In Gateshead, 
several chimneys were thrown down, and a glue manufactory at Friars* 
Goose was wholly destroyed. At Shields, and various other places, much 
damage was done to the roofs and chimneys of several houses, but it was 
not accompanied by any accident worthy of record. 

Duri/g this month, an ^le, which it was supposed bad 

escaped from some collection, took up its abode in the woods near Havens- 
worth Castle, and remained for some time. 

March 2. A fire broke out this evening, in a bed-room of the Queen*s 
Head Inn, Darlington, which was not extinguished until a number of beds 
and other furniture were destroyed. The fire occurred from the careless- 
ness of a lodger, who was with some difficulty rescued. 

5. A new chapel-of-ease at Usworth, in the parish of Wash- 
ington, was consecrated by the Bishop of St. David's. After the ceremony, 
the bishop and clergy were entertained by W. Peareth, Esq., of Usworth 
House. 

7. As two carts, laden with com, belonging to Mr. Heron, 

farmer, Duddo, were passing down Dean Street, Newcastle, the harness of 
one of the horses gave way, and the animal became quite unmanageable. 
Three or four women were run over; and another cart, in which several 
persons were seated, was overturned, and the occupants severely injured. 
One woman, named Say bum, was killed on the spot, and two others, 
named Martin and Marley, afterwards died in the Infirmary. 

9. This being the day fixed for the opening of the portion of 

the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway lying between Blaydon and Hexham, 
great rejoicings took place throughout the valley of the Tyne. Two trains 
were prepared at Blaydon for the reception of the intended excursionists, 
one of the engines (the Rapid) being from the manufactory of Messrs R. 
Stephenson and Co., while the other (the Comet) was the workmanship of 
Messrs R. and W. Hawthorn. Upwards of 600 persons were accommodated 
in the carriages, and about half-past ten the trains were set in motion, the 
Rapid taking the lead, amidst loud cheering, the firing of cannon, and the 
strains of numerous bands of music. About half-past one o'clock, the 
party reached Hexham, where banners, triumphal arches, &c., had been 
prepared for the occasion, and the whole of the passengers were provided 
with refreshment, at the various inns, at the expense of the directors. 
Shortly after three o'clock, the trains moved off on their return to Blay- 
don, and the journey (17 miles) was performed in one hour and ten minutes, 
amidst loud acclamations from the spectators assembled all along the route. 
A dinner was held in the evening, in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, the 
mayor (J. L. Hood, Esq.), presiding, and about 80 gentlemen sat down to 
commemorate the interesting proceedings of the day. Two or three of the 
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canriAges attached to the Comet were thrown off the line in the morning, 
happily without injury to any one, and this was the only accident which 
occurred. On the following day, the regular passenger trains, four in num- 
ber, commenced running daily between the two places ; passengers from 
Newcastle being conveyetl to Blaydon by omnibuses, and goods being 
forwarded to the same place by a steam-boat, which departed once a day 
from Newcastle quay, at such hours as suited the tide. [The original Act 
tinder which this railway was formed prohibited the use of locomotive 
engines upon it, they being then (1829) considered a dangerous nuisance; 
but previous to the opening of the line the directors applied to the land- 
owners through whose property it passed to permit this provision to be 
virtually abrogated, and, with the exception of Mr. C. B. Grey, of Styford, 
the request was acceded to by all of them. On the 28th March, however, 
the directors received an injunction from the Court of Chancery restrain- 
ing them from the use of locomotives. The traffic on the railway was thus 
put a stop to; but a most influential meeting, called on a requisition signed 
by 2,200 persons, was held on the 6th April, in Newcastle, and, in com- 
pliance with the popular feeling, Mr. Grey withdrew his opposition, and 
' the business of the company was resumed on the 6th May.] 

March 9. The neighbourhood of Bamardcastle was visited by an 
awfal storm of wind and snow. The Exmouth coach, from Liverpool to 
Newcastle, was stopped on Stainmore for several hours, the snow being 
from six to nine feet deep. The Glasgow mail was overturned near 
Brough, and was w4th difficulty extricated. 

11. The owners of Has well colliery succeeded in winning the 

Button seam of coal, 5 feet 6 inches thick, at a depth of 930 feet 
from the surface. The workmen, 200 in number, were bountifully re- 
galed on the occasion. 

14. Died, at Edinburgh, Robert Meggison Pearson, Esq., of 

Unthank Hall, Northumberland. 

. During this month, the old Custom House u^wn Mark Quay, 
Sunderland, was pulled down, preparatory to the erection of staiths for 
the Sunderland and Durham Railway. 

April 14. Died, in Newcastle, aged 100, Mrs. Mary Smith. 

— — • 20. His grace the Duke of Northumberland having com- 
pleted his fiftieth year this day, the event was celebrated by his trades- 
men and workpeople in Alnwick with much festivity. At Chatton, 
North Shields, and other places on the Percy estates, similar rejoicings 
took place, his grace being a liberal contributor towards the expenses in- 
curred. 

— 27. Sir Rufane S. Donkin, M. P., having accepted the office 
of Surveyor-General of the Ordnance, a new election took place for 
Berwick, when he was re-elected, without opposition. 

. During the spring of this year, a number of workmen were 

employed, at the expense of the Dean and Chapter of Durham, in remov- 
ing the rubbish from the interior of the beautiful and romantic ruins of 
Finchale Abbey, near Durham. 

Mcnf 1. An election for a Knight of the Shire for the Northern Divi- 
sion of Northumberland, rendered necessary by the appointment of Lord 
Howick to the office of Secretary at War, took place to-day. His lord- 
vhip was re-elected without opposition. 
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May 1. A man named Robinson, and five boys, were unfortu- 
nately killed at Whitley colliery, in consequence of the hook of the chain 
being improperly fixed to the cage in which they were descending the pit. 

2. Married, in London, Charles Atticus Monck, Esq., eldest 

son of Sir C. M. L. Monck, Bart., to Laura, second daughter of Sir M. 
W. Ridley, Bart., M. P. 

4. A fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. Robinson, cabinet- 
maker, Lartington, near Bamardcastle, and, in a short time, the building, 
with an adjoining dwelling house, was burnt to the ground, and a quan- 
tity of new furniture was also consumed. The loss was estimated at 
upwards of £1,000. 

5. The first hiring for agricultural servants was held in the 

Hay Market, Percy Street, Newcastle. 

18L The foundation-stone of the Providence (Baptist) chapel 

was laid in Marlborough Crescent, Newcastle. This chapel was opened 
on the 23rd September following. 

21. Married, at Swafifham, Walter Calverley Trevelyan, 

Esq., eldest son of Sir John Trevelyan, Bart., to Paulina, eldest daughter 
of the Rev. Dr. Jermyn. 

22. At a meeting of the inhabitants of Byker, Newcastle, R. 

Plummer, Esq., in the chair, it was resolved to establish a Self-support- 
ing Disi)en8ary in that township. 

26. The foundation-stone of a chapel for the Methodist New 

Connexion was laid in Gateshead. The chapel was opened April 1, 1836. 

27. The foundation-stone of a new Methodist chapel was 

laid at Scotswood. 

30. A man, named Robert Ferguson, extremely filthy and 

clothed in rags, was apprehended in Morpeth for begging. On examining 
his person the sum of £349, Is. 7d., principally in bank bills, was found 
concealed in his clothes. 

June 6. Birth : at the Mansion House, Newcastle, Mrs. Mayoress, of a 
daughter. In consequence of this occurrence, the Conunon Council re- 
solved that a piece of plate, value 100 guineas, should be presented to 
Mrs. Hood, as a memento of her accouchement; and an elegant soup 
tureen, bearing a suitable inscription, was accordingly forwarded to her on 
the 2nd April, 1836. 

8. A chapel, built for the Lidependent body, was opened at 

Howdon Pans. 

9. This day, and on the 10th and 11th, violent storms of thun- 
der and lightning, accompanied by hail and rain, were experienced at inter- 
vals in Newcastle and the surrounding district. At Gateshead Fell, a 
woman, named Dawson, in an advanced state of pregnancy, was struck by 
the electric fiuid, while standing at her cottage door, and killed instantly. A 
bed in her house was destroyed, and a cat killed, but two children escaped 
unhurt. At Shotley Bridge, the rain fell so heavily that a line of hedge 
was carried away, and the soil swept entirely off a field belonging to 
Messrs. Annandale. At Durham, the rain was heavy almost beyond pa- 
rallel ; and a pinnacle on one of the western towers of the cathedral was 
shivered by the lightning. At Rainton, a woman and boy were struck, 
and they were speechless for some time after. Much damage was done 
in several places by hailstones. On the 11th, a woman, named Caw- 
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thorn, was strack dead in a cottage at Ebchestcr, and another person was 
mnch humt. The house of Mr. Watson, farmer, Walbottle, was also 
entered by lightning, the chimney rent from top to bottom, and the win- 
dows broken to pieces. One person was struck by the fluid and was pa- 
ralysed for some hours. Mrs. Watson was much burnt, and a person in 
the next house was severely scorched. The houses of Mr. Maddison, of 
Wandon, and Mr. Gray, of East Lilbum, were also struck, the lightning 
passing through nearly every room. Shields, Sunderland, and other 
places, were also visited by the storm. 

Jtme 11. About three o'clock this afternoon, three houses on the 
south side of Market Street, Newcastle, in course of erection by Mr. 
Grainger, suddenly fell with a tremendous crash, without the slightest 
previous warning or suspicion of danger. At the time of the catastrophe 
the buildings had nearly reached their intended height, and upwards of 100 
men were at work upon and immediately around them. Of these, twenty- 
one were precipitated to the ground with the falling materials, and were 
buried in the ruins, and many others had miraculous escapes from a similar 
fate. As soon as the alarm had somewhat subsided, the other workmen 
of Mr. Grainger, upwards of 700 in number, were employed in removing 
the sufferers — a work of the greatest danger and difficulty, from the frag- 
ments of the building which remained threatening every moment to fall 
upon the bystanders. Notwithstanding this obstacle, however, many 
brave men persevered in their attempts to extricate their fellow-workmen, 
and their labours were continued till half-past two o'clock on the following 
morning, when it was ascertained that the whole of the missing persons 
were accounted for. Of those disinterred, John Kilgour, the foreman of 
the masons, died in a few hours, and William Peacock, James Philii)son, 
Wm. Ainsley, and John Gray, were dead when found ; fifteen others were 
got out alive, but greatly injured, and two of them died in the Infirmary. 
During these excavations, by the directions of the mayor and magistrates, 
a party of military were placed around the Nuns' Field to prevent the in- 
gress of the populace, which might have caused further accidents. No 
satisfactory reason could be given for the falling of the property, but it 
was strongly suspected that the building had been struck by lightning, 
which had been prevalent for some time previous. Mr. Grainger had in- 
spected the erection a few minutes before, and at the time of the accident 
he was standing upon the adjoining house. 

11. The foundation-stone of a new Wesley an Methodist cha- 
pel was laid in Fawcett Street, Bishop wearmouth. Tlie chapel, which 
accommodates 1,500 persons, was opened August 19, 1836, by the Rev. 
Robert Newton, and the collections at the various services amounted to 
£280. 

12. A meeting of the electors of Newcastle was held in the 

Assembly Rooms, Sanderson Ilderton, Esq., in the chair, when John 
Hodgson, Esq., late M.P. for the town, was presented with two mas- 
sive soup tureens, with stands, &c., as a token of respect on the part 
of the subscribers for the manner in which he had acted as their repre- 
sentative in three successive parliaments. Mr. Hodgson returned thanks, 
and his remarks drew forth great cheering from the crowded assembly. 

13. The first cargo of coals was shipped from Monkweur- 

mouth Colliery. The workmen were liberally regaled on the occasion. 
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June 1^. Died, in Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, Miss Collingwood, 
last surviving sister of Adnural Lord Collingwood. 

17. A regatta took place on the river Wear, at Durham, 

when a number of silver medals were given by W. L. Wharton, Esq., 
high-sheriff of the county. The competition excited much interest. 

18. This afternoon, about two o'clock, a dreadful explosion 

took place in the original Wallsend colliery, near Newcastle, by which 
twenty-seven men and seventy-five boys lost their lives. The coUieiy 
was inspected in the morning by the under-viewer, when it was consi- 
dered to be perfectly safe, and four " overmen" and " deputies" who were 
among the sufferers had been acquainted with the pit for thirty years. 
The catastrophe was made known above ground by a rush of air from 
the pit, bringing up some of the workmens' clothes and other light articles ; 
but it was found impossible to enter the workings till the next day, when 
the afterdamp had partially cleared away. During this long interval 
the anguish of the relations of the workmen may easily be conceived. 
In some cases three and even four persons belonged to one family, and 
the twenty-sevfen adult sufferers left twenty-four widows and eighty- 
three children to lament their fate. On the following day, twenty- 
one bodies were removed, and the labour of recovering the remainder 
was continued to the 21st, when, to the astonishment of all concerned, four 
of the party were discovered alive. These men so miraculously preserved 
were, however, quite delirious, and wholly unable to give any account 
of the explosion, and one of them died shortly after. The bodies were at 
length all recovered and most of them were interred on the 22nd. No 
cause could be assigned for this dreadful calamity, which was the second 
great explosion that had occurred at the pit. {See Sykes, October 23, 
1821.) The disaster caused a warm feeling of sympathy for the suffering 
families throughout the district. A subscription, headed by the Coal 
Trade with 500 guineas, was commenced, and from the numerous collec- 
tions at the churches and chapels of all denominations, and other sources, 
the fund eventually reached £2,500. 

20. Died, at Lorbottle, aged 41, Adam Atkinson, jun., Esq. 

■ 22. The foundation-stone of an intended new chapel at Ber- 

wick, for the Relief Church, was laid by the Rev. James Taylor. 

25. The foundation-stone of Salem Chapel, Hood Street, 

Newcastle, was laid by W. Ridgway, Esq. The chapel, which was built 
for the Methodist New Connexion, was opened May 1, 1836, by the 
Revs. J. Barker and T. Allen. 

28. A swarm of bees alighted on the head of a young woman 

at Wolsingham, and completely covered her face and neck. Strange to 
say, they were secured in a hive without doing her the least injury. 

29. The Newcastle Society of Artists opened an exhibition of 

paintings, sculpture, &c., at the Academy of Arts. The collection em- 
braced 247 specimens of art, all of which, with very trifling exceptions, 
had been executed by artists of the town and neighbourhood, and were 
greatly admired. The three Richardsons contributed 42 of the number, 
Carmichael 18, Thorpe 30, Mackreth 14, and Snow 14. 

. Lord John Russell having introduced the Municipal Reform 

Bill into the House of Commons on the 5th of this month, its provisions 
created much excitement throughout the country, and numerous meet- 



1835.] HISTORICAL REGISTER OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 41 

ings were held in nearly all the towns of Northumherland and' Durham, 
eiUier in support of, or in opposition to the measure. The Corporation of 
Newcastle declined to take any part in the agitation, hut a portion of the 
Incorporated Companies loudly condemned the bill, whilst a meeting of 
the inhabitants proved equally enthusiastic in its favour. In Alnwick, 
the freemen petitioned for the withdrawal of that borough from the bill, 
and it was accordingly struck out in the House of Lords. On Septem- 
ber 9, the bill received the Royal assent, upon which much rejoicing took 
place. 

June, About the end of this month, a small cask, filled with gold 
coins of the reign of Oeorge II., was found in pulling down a house at 
High Goniscliffe, near Darlington. 

, During this month, an elegant monument to the memory of 

the late Sir John Hullock, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, was 
placed in Bamardcastle Church. The monument consists of a fine statue 
of the Qoddess of Justice, below which is an appropriate inscription to the 
memory of the above estimable magistrate, to whom it was erected by 
his widow. {See Sykes, July 31, 1829.) 

J%ily 2. The first cargo of coals from Haswell colliery was shipped at 
Seaham, when great rejoicings took place. A public dinner was held in 
the afternoon, at the Ix>rd Seaham Inn. The winning of this colliery cost 
nearly £100,000. 

9. The Hartlepool Dock and Harbour were opened for the 

shipment of coals and merchandise, amidst the universal rejoicing of the 
inhabitants. The first shipment of coals was made in the Britannia, of 
Sunderland, which then proceeded to sea, amidst the ringing of bells, the 
firing of cannon, and the loud acclamations of the spectators. The coals 
were brought from Thomley colliery by the railway to that place, which 
had just been completed. 

11. The first annual wool fair was held at Alnwick. 

12. Died, in Newcastle, aged 80, Mr. William Preston, printer, 

formerly editor of the " Newcastle Chronicle." 

— — 29. Seaham South Harbour, one of the stupendous under- 
takings of the Marquis of Londonderry, was opened. At the hour ap- 
pointed the gates of the harbour were thrown open, and the steam-boat 
Lady Frances entered the basin, amidst the cheers of the spectators. On 
the following day, nearly 100 tradesmen of the town sat down to dinner 
in a laige temporary building erected for the occasion. 

30. On the forenoon of this day, the boiler attached to the 

extensive carpet manufactory of Messrs William and John Henderson, 
Durham, exploded with great violence, carrying away the walls of the 
engine room, and a large chimney, and doing great damage to the adjacent 
bmldings. The part of the boiler which was blown away rose in the air 
like a balloon, and fell on the opposite side of the Wear, a distance of 
upwards of 100 yards. The number of workmen in the building at the 
time was about 170, but the personal injuries received were confined to 
nine persons who were buried by the falling materals, and three of these 
expired shortly after. The damage to the works was very considerable. 

30. On this and the following day a discussion took place in 

the Music Hall, Newcastle, betwixt the Rev. John Ritchie, D.D., of 
Edinburgh, and the Rev. John Lockhart, of Newcastle, the former 
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opposing, and the latter defending, the policy of Church Establishments. 
At the conclusion, a large majority of the meeting approved of the views 
of the advocate of voluntaryism. Mr. Lockhart was, however, enter- 
tained at dinner, and presented with a service of plate, on the 24th August, 
by a number of friends and admirers. 

July 30. The Royal assent was given to the bill " enabling John 
Brandling and Robert William Brandling to purchase or lease lands for 
the formation of a railway from Gateshead to South Shields and Monk- 
wearmouth."— A meeting of landed gentlemen, merchants, &c., belonging 
to the district, was held in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, on the 27th 
August, C. J. Clavering, Esq., in the chair, when it was resolved to form 
a company for the purpose of carrying Mr. R. W. Brandling's scheme into 
operation. The capital required was stated to be £110,000, and it was 
determined to raise it in shares of £50 each, a conunittee being appointed 
to carry out those views. Similar meetings were held at South Shields 
on the 31st, and at Sunderland on the 1st of September. 

August 1. Married, in London, the Hon. Edward Villiers to the Hon. 
Elizabeth Charlotte Liddell, fifth daughter of Lord Ravensworth. [Mr. 
VilHers died October 29, 1843.] . 

11. The clock and bell manufactured for St. Thomas' Church, 

Newcastle, having been placed in the tower of that edifice, the dials were 
illuminated with gas, and the clock set in motion at nine o'clock this 
evening. The dials are 7 feet 6 inches in diameter. 

17. The trustees of the Derwent and Shotley Bridge Road 

opened that portion of it, six miles in length, which extends from its junc- 
tion with the Scotswood Branch Road, near the Derwent, to Long Close 
Gate, near Hamsterley, where it joins the Medomsley Road. The work- 
men, about 100 in number, were plentifully regaled on the occasion. 

24. The foundation-stone of a new church at Cresswell, 

Northumberland, was laid by Addison J. C. Baker, Esq., who defrayed 
the entire cost of the building. The tenantry of the estate, and a large 
party of ladies and gentlemen, were entertained by Mr. Baker with great 
profusion, and the workmen were also regaled with a substantial repast. 
The church was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, Oct. 22, 1836, and 
on the following day his lordship preached to a crowded congregation. 
The building is in the Norman style of architecture, and is beautifully 
finished. 

26. The elegant stone bridge over the Tyne at Bellingham 

{see p. 28), was opened to the public with great rejoicing. A numerous 
body of gentlemen assembled in the village, and proceeded in procession to 
the bridge, where an iron plate inscribed " Erected by Subscription, 1835," 
was inserted in the battlement by W. H. Charlton, Esq. The Rector of 
Bellingham then pronounced a blessing on the undertaking, and the com- 
pany afterwards returned to the Black Bull Lm, where an elegant dinner 
was provided in honour of the day. 

26. A considerable portion of the old town wall of Hartlepool 

was carried away during a very high sea. 

31. An awful tempest raged upon this and the following day 

along the east coast. At Sunderland, large blocks of stone were carried 
away from the works at the pier, one mass, four tons in weight, being 
swept nearly forty yards from its place. At sea the loss of life was very 
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great, and about sixty seamen belonging to Sunderland were never again 
heard of. The steamer Ardincaple, whilst on her voyage from Edinburgh 
to Newcastle, became almost a total wreck ; her captain (Mr. McLeod), 
and seven other persons, were swept from the deck and drowned ; and the 
remainder of the passengers and crew had an extraordinary escape from 
the same fate. 

September 2. The bells of the cathedral rang several merry peals upon 
the arrival of Sir Charles Wethercll, in Durham, as Temporal Chancellor 
of the diocese. 

8. Married, in London, the Hon. J. B. Ponsonby, eldest son 

of Lord Duncannon, to Lady Frances Lambton, eldest daughter of the 
Earl of Durham. [Lady Frances died of consumption in the following 
December, to the great grief of her relatives.] 

14. This being the day appointed for a grand dinner in New- 
castle to Daniel 0*Connell, Esq., as a token of the admiration of his friends 
in that town, considerable animation was visible in the streets. At 12 
o^clock a number of gentlemen assembled in St. Nicholas' Square, where a 
large hustings had been erected, and, shortly after, Mr. J. Fife having 
taken the chair, an address of congratulation was agreed upon, for presen- 
tation to Mr. O'Connell. The parties then left the hustings, and pro- 
ceeded, with three bands of music and numerous banners, to Gateshead to 
meet the leariied gentleman. Shortly after reaching Sunderland Road- 
end, Mr. O'Connell and a number of friends arrived from the south, and 
the party, which by this time had increased to an immense concourse, then 
returned to Newcastle. About three o'clock the procession reached St. 
Nicholas' Square, where Mr. O'Connell was hailed with deafening ap- 
plause. Mr. Fife again took the chair, and Mr. Larkin presented the ad- 
dress which had been agreed upon. Mr. O'Connell afterwards addressed 
the assembly at some length, and amidst great enthusiasm. In the evening, 
839 gentlemen sat down to dinner in the Music Hall, Mr. Fife presiding, 
with Mr. O'Connell on his right hand. The vice-chairs were tilled by 
Messrs A. L. Potter, E. Chamley, J. Rayne, H. Shield, A. Nichol, and M. 
Dunn. The proceedings were most enthusiastic, and the company did not 
break up until nearly midnight. 

14. This afternoon, a fire broke out in a cottage near Birtley, 

in which three children had been left by their mother, during her tem- 
porary absence. One of the children was suffocated before it could be 
rescued, and the furniture was entirely consumed. 

15. The elegant Roman Catholic chapel in Bridge Street, 

Sunderland, was opened liy the Rev. Dr. Briggs, assisted by twenty-four 
clergymen, with the imposing solemnities of the Romish faith. The build- 
ing was crowded by a most respectable assemblage. 

26. The Menai steamer sailed with her first letter bag from 

Newcastle to London, an alteration in the law respecting the conveyance 
of letters having recently been made. The charge for a letter by this 
conveyance was 8d., instead of Is., and another advantage was, that the 
steamer, on some occasions, arrived in London several hours before the mail 
coach. 

26. A remarkably rare fish, known as the Lophius Piscato- 

rius, 441b. weight, was captured by Mr. W. A. Mitchell, whilst fishing in 
the sea, near Cullercoats. 
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September 29. A new Presbyterian chapel, capable of seating 430 per- 
sons, was opened at Felling, near Gateshead. 

October 1. The anniversary sermons of the Primitive Methodist chapel, 
Newcastle, were preached (according to announcement) " by the celebrated 
juvenile preacher, Master Watson, from London, aged only sixteen years, 
whose extraordinary mental powers have excited the most intense interest." 
The services, which were crowded, were repeated on the 4th and 5th. 

1. At a meeting of the Common Council of Newcastle, the 

various new streets building by Mr. Grainger, were named as follows : — 
The street from Dean Street to Blackett Street, " Upper Dean Street" 
(we September 14, 1836); the two short streets from Rlgrim Street to 
the last named street, "Shakspere Street" and "Hood Street;" the street 
from Pilgrim Street to the Butcher Market, "Market Street;" the street 
from Blackett Street to the Nuns' Gate, "Grainger Street;" that from 
Blackett Street to Newgate Street, " Clayton Street;" and the short streets 
connecting the two last-named new streets, " Nuns' Street" and " Nelson 
Street." 

3. Died, at Berwick, aged 31, Mr. John Mackay Wilson, for 

several years editor of the "Berwick Advertiser," and the author of nume- 
rous compositions in prose and poetry. The " Tales of the Borders," a 
periodical work, were projected and, to a considerable extent, written by 
Mr. Wilson, and they enjoyed an almost unexampled popularity for some 
time. 

7. A meeting of parties friendly to the formation of a railway 

between Newcastle, North Shields, and Tynemouth, was held in the As- 
sembly Rooms, Newcastle, Matthew Bell, Esq., M.P.,iu the chair. After 
several engineering reports had been read, it was resolved to form a com- 
pany for carrying out the proposed undertaking ; the capital being fixed at 
£120,000, in shares of £50 each. 

12. Early this morning, a fire broke out in the pattern-shop 

of the Birtley iron-works. Three engines from Newcastle were speedily 
on the spot, but, notwithstanding every exertion, the flames were not sub- 
dued for some hours, and the shop and all its contents were entirely de- 
stroyed, the damage being estimated at about £2,800. 

22. The new Butcher and Vegetable Markets in Newcastle 

(erected by Mr. Grainger in lieu of those removed to make way for his 
new streets), having now been completed, a grand dinner took place in 
the vegetable market, to conmiemorate the opening of these magnificent 
public buildings. The mayor, J. L. Hood, Esq., presided, and nearly 
2,000 persons sat down to the entertainment, the admission to which had 
been fixed at 2s. to the lower part of the hall, and 58. to the upper or 
north-east end, though the tickets (900 in number) for the last-named 
division rose to a considerable premium previous to the hour appointed. 
About 300 ladies were also present, in a gallery erected for their recep- 
tion, and another gallery was filled with the Newcastle Amateur Band. 
The principal speakers were the Mayor, Mr. Ord, M. P., Mr. W. H. Ord, 
M. P., Mr. J. Clayton, Mr. Dobson, &c., &c., and Mr. Grainger's reception 
was of the most enthusiastic character. The markets were considered the 
most spacious and magnificent in Europe. They occupy an area of 13,906 
square yards, or about two acres, and are 338 feet 3 inches long, and 241 
feet 7 inches broad. The butcher market has four avenues, and contains 
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183 shops (157 of whicli were taken by tradesmen p evions to the open- 
ing). The avenues are lighted by 360 vertical wiiidows, and in the 
eastern avenue 50 skylights are introduced with very fine effect. The 
vegetable market consists of one long hall 318 feet long by 57 feet wide, 
having 55 shops, with a beautiful open roof, 40 feet in height. Over 
the centre is a lofty glazed lantern of the full length of the hall, and 104 
windows are placed in the side walls, affording ample light. The north 
end had accommodation for a clock (which was soon after placed in it), and 
at the south end is placed a large basso relievo representation of the arms 
of the town. Opposite the centre arcades, leading into the Butcher Mar - 
ket, are two beautifully carved stone fountains, with basins containing 
8,000 gallons; and, when a sufficient force of water is employed, their 
playing, particularly at night when the hall is lighted, has a very grand 
effect. For this fine building the Corporation paid £36,290, but from 
that amount £15,000 was deducted for the old market demolished by Mr. 
Grainger. On Saturday, October 24, the markets were opened. The 
quantity of meat on offer exceeded anything previously seen in the North 
of England, and in the " green market" the flowers, fruit, and vegetables 
were spread around in almost boundless profusion. The occupiers of the 
▼arious stalls vied with each other in exterior decorations, and, besides 
many beautiful devices in flowers and vegetables, numerous elegant tran- 
sparencies were also exhibited. The markets were thronged by visitors 
throughout the day, and in the evening the influx was so great as almost 
to prevent locomotion. The bells of the various churches rang many 
merry peals on the occasion. 

Odder 28. At a meeting of gentlemen connected with North Shields, 
John Fenwick, Esq., Preston Ville, in the chair, it was resolved, on the 
motion of Mr. R. Spence, seconded by Dr. Lietch, " That an institution 
be formed in the borough of Tynemouth for the diffusion of intelligence, 
to be called the Tynemouth Literary and Philosophical Institution." 
[This institution was founded on the " North Shields Subscription Li- 
brary," which, having become feebly supported, was dissolved on the 
15th inst.] 

. In pursuance of the provisions of the Municipal Reform Act, 

the revising barristers, Messrs Wharton and Peel, divided Newcastle into 
eight wards, and the following were the names of the various districts. 
The number of voters they contained is also given, from the list of bur- 
gesses completed soon after this date: — St. Nicholas' Ward, 163 voters; 
All Saints' West Ward, 351; All Saints' East Ward, 399; St. John's 
Ward, 871; St. Andrew's North Ward, 371; St. Andrew's South Ward, 
194; Westgate Ward, 314; Jesmond Ward, 194: total, 2,357 voters. 
The first six wards returned six members each; the representatives of 
Jesmond and Westgate were limited to three each. Sunderland was di- 
vided into seven wards: — East, West, Bridge, Monkwearmouth, Bishop- 
wearmouth, Sunderland, and St. Michael's Wards. These were to return 
six councillors each. The number of voters was 1,586. Durham had 
three wards, of six members each: — North, South, and St. Nicholas' 
Wards. Gateshead had also three: — East Ward, containing 168 voters; 
West Ward, 180; and South Ward, 184. Stockton, which had 82 elec- 
tors, had two wards ; and Morpeth and Berwick were not divided. 

November 2. As the Newcastle and Carlisle mail coach was descending 
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the deep ravine called Coastley Dean, near Hexham, one of the wheel- 
horses fell, and the remaining horses with the coach were precipitated into 
the ravine, the coach rolling over two or three times, until its descent was 
stopped hy a tree. The inside passengers, two females and three children, 
miraculously escaped unhurt, but the driver, John Atkin, was severely 
crushed, and died in a few minutes. The horses were uninjured, but the 
coach was destroyed, and the passengers were conveyed to Newcastle in a 
post-chaise. 

November 7. This morning, the drying-house attached to the paper manu- 
factory of Mr. Thomas lightfoot, Heworth Shore, was discovered in flames, 
and the building and its contents were entirely consumed before the en- 
gines from Newcastle were able to arrive at the spot. 

9. At a public dinner held at Rothbury, a silver cup was pre- 
sented to Mr. Robert Spearman, of Warton, by a number of his friends 
'* in admiration of his eminent skill as a grazier, particularly for his su- 
perior judgment in selecting and fattening the celebrated pure West High- 
land kyloe ox * Warton. * " The ox referred to was slaughtered on March 
6th, 1835 ; the weight of the four quarters was 152st. 9fl)., and the gross 
weight 200st. 61b. 

9. A golden eagle was shot near Blyth by Mr. Davis, of 

Waterloo. It was 2 J feet long, and its wings were nearly 7 feet from tip 
to tip. 

10. A prospectus having been issued of the " Great North of 

England Railway," with the object of completing the connection between 
London and Newcastle, a meeting of gentlemen favourable to the project 
was held in Newcastle, J. Hodgson, Esq., of Elswick, in the chair, when the 
claims of such an undertaking upon the district were advocated by several 
speakers. A similar meeting was held at Sunderland, on the following 
day, T. Pemberton, Esq., in the chair. [A rival scheme, called the " Great 
Anglo-Caledonian Railway," commencmg at Leeds, and, after entering 
Newcastle, proceeding to Edinburgh and Glasgow by means of the Car- 
lisle Railway, via Gilsland, was also set on foot, but was soon afterwards 
abandoned.] 

12. The first general meeting of the " Newcastle and North of 

England Insurance Company " was held in Newcastle, Humble Lamb, 
Esq., in the chair, when directors, &c., were appointed. The capital was 
£300,000. [This company was not successful, and its business was sold 
to the York and London Company about two yeara after this date.] 

14. The first number of the " Berwick and Kelso Warder," 

a weekly Conservative journal, was published in Berwick, by Mr. Thomas 
Ramsay, the propiietor. 

19. An explosion took place in Burdon Main colliery, near 

North Shields, owing to the carelessness of a boy, who had neglected 
to close a door, by which a proper circulation of air had been pre- 
vented. Three men and eight boys fell victims to the explosion, or to the 
suffocating vapour which succeeded it ; but, fortunately, though a number 
of other workmen were also in the pit at the time, the effects of the cala- 
mity did not extend to them. 

21. This evening, a fire broke out among several stacks at 

Scaffold Hill Mill, near Killingworth, the property of Mr. Martin Brown. 
The whole of the stacks, thirteen in number, were entirely consumed, and 
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it was only by great exertions that the adjoining buildings were saved. 
The fire had originated from a spark from a chimney. 

November 21. A very heavy fall of rain, accompanied with violent gusts 
of wind, occurred this evening throughout the valley of the Tyne, and 
rapidly raised that river several feet above its ordinary height. In endea- 
vouring to cross the North Tyne, Mr. Henry Gill,, oi Williamstone, was 
unfortunately drowned. In the lower part of the river, on the following 
day, a great many sheep were lost,, and much damage was done to property 
adjoining the stream. 

23. Coal was first shipped at Hartlepool from South Hetton 

colliery, the branch railway to that pit having been completed. 

26. Mr. James Douglass, farmer, of Redlees, near Alwinton, 

whilst proceeding on horseback to his home during a thick fog, unfortu- 
nately lost his way, and fell over a high precipice, called Birkey Shank 
Hill, where he and his horse were foxmd next day, quite dead. Tlie de- 
ceased was 67 years of age, and, though of exceedingly eccentric character, 
was highly esteemed in the neighbourhood. 

30. Omnibuses commenced running every hour between New- 
castle and Sunderland. 

Deceniber, Died, in South Shields, aged 100, Mrs. Cecilia Russell. 

1. The authorities of the extensive parish of Monkwearmouth 

perambulated its boundaries, a duty that had not been performed for forty- 
two years. 

4. The Dniry Lane News Room, Newcastle, was opened. 

[The rooms were broken up September 24, 1839.] 

8. The Corporation of Newcastle, accompanied by several 

other parties, perambulated the new boundaries of that borough, which, 
by the recent Act of Parliament, had been extended over the townships of 
Westgate, Elswick, Jesniond, Heaton, and Byker. The procession set out 
from the Sandhill at ten o'clock, and returned in about five hours to the 
same spot. 

■ 10. The Common Council of Newcastle agreed to sell, to the 
Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Company, two acres of ground in Feather- 
stone's Field and the Spital, for the purpose of erecting a railway station 
on the site. 

16. Considerable doubts were about this time entertained 

whether Sunderland was a Corporation entitled to the benefit of the Muni- 
cipal Reform Act, but the opinion of the Attorney- General having been 
taJcen, and the reply being in the affirmative, a meeting was held this day, 
at which Mr. Spoor was elected chief officer, for carrying the provisions of 
the Act into effect. On the 17th, another meeting was held, when Dr. 
Wellesley, Mr. A. Fen wick, Mr. R. Pemberton, Mr. W. Featherston- 
haugh, and others, agreed that there was no necessity for such a change 
as the Act would produce, that the measure was for the reformation of old 
corporations and not the creation of new ones, and that Sunderland could 
not have a legally-constituted Corporation without a Charter from the 
King. Messrs Kidson, Abbs, and others replied, and their views were 
adopted by a large majority of the meeting. A qito xoarranto was soon 
after applied for by the opponents of the Corporation, but, previous to the 
proceedings upon that writ being carried out, a clause was inserted in the 
Municipal Corporation Act Amendment Bill of the following session, ex- 
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pressly introducing the name of the town and prescribing its bonndaries. 
This was expected to terminate the altercation, but the bill was thrown 
out by the House of Lords, August 18, 1836, and the legality of the 
Corporation was again a subject of doubt. Another quo warrcmto was 
issued (Sept., 1836) against the mayor (R. White, Esq.), and, as the 
county magistrates refused to acknowledge his acts, his worship sat at 
one hour, and the magistrates at another, in the same hall. After a pro- 
tracted struggle, the opponents of the Corporation at length abandoned the 
field. 

December 18. A grand dinner was given at Stockton to Joseph Pease, 
Esq., M. P. for the Southern Division of Durham. H. T. Witham, Esq., 
of Lartington, presided; J. Stagg, Esq., and R. Bald, Esq., officiating as 
vice-chairmen. About 100 gentlemen attended the banquet. 

21. A fire broke out in the stable of Mr. William Taylor, 

Nettlesworth Hall, near Durham, and, though the flames were prevented 
from extending further, four valuable horses were destroyed. On the 
24th, another fire broke out in the stack-yard of the same premises, and, 
before the arrival of the engines from Durham, seventeen stacks of grain, 
one of hay, and one of peas, besides a thrashing machine, were entirely 
consumed, the damage being estimated at £1,000. Both fires were, un- 
doubtedly, originated by some malicious incendiary. 

22. Trinity Church, Stockton, was consecrated by the Bishop 

of St. David's, in the presence of the mayor and corporation of the town 
and a large assemblage of the inhabitants. After the service, the Corpora- 
tion entertained the right reverend prelate, with the Marquis of London- 
derry, Lord Seaham, and several other visitors. This church was erected 
from the design of Mr. J. Green, of Newcastle. {See page 32.) 

23. The town of Bishop Auckland was lighted with gas for 

the first time. The works were erected as a private speculation by Mr. 
West, of Durham, who was entertained at a public dinner, which took 
place at the Talbot Inn in the evening. Sir W. Chaytor, Bart., in the 
chair. [The works were purchased by a Joint-Stock Company in 1846.] 

24. A meeting was held at Newcastle, the mayor (J. L. Hood, 

Esq.) in the chair, for the purpose of adopting measures for relieving the 
crews of ten whaling vessels confined in the ice in Davis' Straits. The 
Corporation subscribed £200, the Trinity House £300, and a large num- 
ber of private subscriptions were liberally offered. 

25. The new road leading from Westgate Street, Newcastle, to 

the Scotswood Road, near the Lifirmary , was opened. A band of music pre- 
ceded a carriage containing Mr. Pearson, the surveyor, Mr. Dobson, the 
architect, &c., and several thousand persons followed, much delighted with 
the improvement. [The road was afterwards called Neville Street, and 
underwent numerous deviations in its course in consequence of the erections 
of the railway companies.] 

26. This being the day fixed for the first election of Councillors 

under the Municipal Reform Act, great excitement was manifested through- 
out the country, and the contests were in numerous instances exceedingly 
animated. Li Newcastle, and many other boroughs, preliminary meetings 
had been held in the various wards, and candidates selected, but this mea- 
sure had very little effect in diminishing the number of aspirants, and, 
indeed, in many cases the first selection of candidates was not confirmed. 
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The newly-elected Councils held their first meeting on the 31st Decemher, 
when the aldermen were chosen, and on the following day they met again, 
when the chief magistrates were elected. The following was the result in 
this district : — 

Newcastle. Tlie following gentlemen were elected Councillors : — St 
Nicholas* Ward— ^ohn Fife, 105 votes; Addison L, Potter, 151 ; Thomas 
Doubleday, 130; Robert Uobinson, 121; George Boyd, 8C; John Nichol, 
85. St. John's Ward — James Hodgson, 204; Emoi-son Chamley, 234 
Jacob R. Featherston, 221; Isaac Burrell, 178; George Bargate, 101 
Abraham Dawson, 155. All Saints' Wfst Ward — James fc^illick, 180 
John Spedding, jun., 109; W. B. Proctor, 100; Joshua Johnson, 110 
Benjamin Bradshaw, 100; Alexander Reed, 90. All Saints' East Ward 
— Stephen Lowrey, 203; Joseph Crawhall, 187; Anthony Easterbv, 172; 
Henry Shield, 170; Robert Rayne, 145; William Wright, 140. St. 
Andrew's South Ward — Charles John Bigge, 140; John L. Hood, 145; 
John Brandling, 139; Henry Bell, 132; Anthony Nichol, 104; Christo- 
pher Myers, 98. St. Andrew's XortJi Ward—T. E. llcadlam, 218; R. P. 
Philipson, 195; Tlionias Bell, 174; Edward Lowrey, 132; Thomas Dunn, 
125; James Archbold, 123. Westtjate Ward — James Finlay, 119; Joseph 
Lamb, 114; Gtwrge Thomas Dunn, 99. Jesmond Ward — Robert Plum- 
mer, 113; John Ridley, 113; Annorer Donkin, 110. The Council elected 
as Aldermen — C*harles John Bigge, T. E. Headlam, John Speilding, James 
Losb, George Tliomas Dunn, Anthony Easterby, Robert Bell, Armorer 
Donkin, John Fife, Addison L. Potter, Thomas R. Batson, John Ridley, 
John Fenwick, and James Hodgson. Charles John Bigge, Esc|., was 
appointed Mayor; Thomas Dunn, Esc^., Sheriff; and John Clayton, Esq., 
Town Clerk. 

Gateshead. Councillors elected: — West Ward — James Pollock, 144; 
Thomas Cummins, 101; John Barras, 97; John Fairbaim, 93; Edmund 
Graham, 89; John Bell Johnson, 85. East Ward — George Hawks, 143; 
James Hymers, 85 ; John Abbot, 84 ; John Colman, 79 ; Benjamin Mat- 
chctt, 78; John Greene, 73. South Ward — George Sowcrby, 94 ; Tliomas 
Wilson, 93; William Henry Brockett, 91; Robert Davis, 90; Michael 
Hall, 88; Robert Robson, 82. The Aldermen appointed were — John 
Abbot, George Hawks, John Barras, James Pollock, Michael Hall, and 
Hiomas Wilson. George Hawks, Esq., was elected Mayor; and William 
Kell, Esq., Town Clerk. 

Sunderland. ]Mr. Spoors, the chief officer, declared the following 
Coancillors elected : — Sunderland Ward — John Barrj', Jun., 100; Joseph 
Lee, 89; Thomas Taylor, 73 ; William Kirk, jun., 72 ; Jeremiah Sowcrby, 
60; William Boyes Walker, 58. Bishopweannouth Ward — Andrew White, 
182; Thomas Marwooil, jun., 75; George Booth, 61; Robert Spoor, GO; 
Hiomas Brown, jun., 44 ; John Atkin, 39. Monkweannouth TFtfrrf— Jas. 
Allison, 191; Cooper Abbs, 1C3; Tliomas Speeding, 132; Matthew Rob- 
son, jnn., 121; George W. Hall, 115; Gerjrge Hudson, 106. West Ward 
— Emerson Muschamp, 100; Andrew White, 99; Barnabas Sharp, 82; 
Philip Laing, 81; Henry Scott, 63; John G. Black, 60. Bridge Ward 
— John CouU Carr, 123; John Hopper, 101; William R. Clanny, 89; 
John Hutchinson, 85; Errington Bell Ord, 83; William Carr, 82. St. 
MichaeTs TTani— Richard White, 88; Robert B. Cay, 75; John Lother- 
ington, 73; Andrew G. Rahn, 65; James Vint, 58; William Blackett, 

o 
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56. East TTarrf— Richard Spoor, 14G; William Nicholson, 100; Thomas 
Reed, jun., 98; Thomas Reed, 85; Robert Dixon, 75; William French, 
74. The Council elected the following Aldermen : — Richard Spoor, 
Thomas Reed, jun., Barnabas Sharp, Philip Laing, William Kirk, jun., 
Thomas Taylor, Thomas Brown, jun., John Atkin, Dr. Clanny, J. C. Carr, 
James Allison, C. Abbs, R. White, and John Lotherington. Andrew 
White, Esq., was elected Mayor, and John P. Kidson, Esq., Town Clerk. 

Durham. Councillors: — South Ward — Thomas Greenwell, 76; Edward 
Shipperdson, 66; John Trotter, 65; John Burrell, 50; Robert Robson, 
45 ; George Appleby, 44. St Nicholas' Ward — H. Marshall, 99 ; George 
Robson, 87; W. Rippon, 77; John Henderson, 72; William Darling, 69 ; 
William Green, 68. North Ward^— John E. Marshall, 114; Robert 
Ovington, 111; R. Hoggett, 94; R. Staflford, 88; George Harle, 68; 
John Bramwell, 76. The following gentlemen were elected Aldermen: — 
John Burrell, Dr. Trotter, John Bramwell, Robert Robson, Henry Mar- 
shall, and Alan W. Hutchinson. Thomas Greenwell, Esq., was appointed 
Mayor, and John Hutchinson, Esq., Town Clerk. 

Stockton. Councillors: — Christopher Lodge, Robert Lamb, Christo- 
pher Martin, William Robinson, Thomas Walker, Robinson Watson, 
Joshua Byers, George Walton, Thomas Jennett, Robert Jordison, Joseph 
Wade, Samuel Braithwaite, George Applegarth, John Robinson Walker, 
Wm. Skinner, Christopher Coales, Thos. Heaviside, and Joseph Claxton. 
Aldermen : — William Skinner, Robert Jordison, Christopher Lodge, Robt. 
Lamb, Robinson Watson, and Thomas Walker. William Skinner, Esq., 
Mayor; Thomas Henry Faber, Esq., Town Clerk. 

Berwick. Councillors : — North Ward — Greorge K. Nichol son, 1 09 ; John 
Wilson, 107; George Gilchrist, 89; John Clay, 73; Thomas Chartres, 
jun., 63; John Tait, 56. South Ward — John M. Dickson, 131; Robert 
Marshall, 130; William Young, 126; WiUiam Marshall, 96; Robert 
Ramsay, 95; Richard Reaveley, 91. Middle Ward — George Bogue, 89; 
Joseph Hubback, 75; George Johnstone, 74; Thomas Cockbum, 66; 
Alexander Moor, 64; and Patrick Mole, 62. Aldermen: — William Wil- 
son, George Patterson, Thomas Thompson, Charles Robson, John Dewar, 
and Thomas Bogue. John Wilson, Esq., was elected Mayor ; John Pratt, 
Esq., Sheriff; and M. Jameson, Esq., Town Clerk. 

Morpeth. Councillors: — Anthony Charlton, 170; John Creighton, 
166; Richard Lewins, 163; Thomas Jobling, 159; Dr. Hedley, 158; 
George Hood, 154 ; William Clark, 144 ; Robert Blakey, 143 ; John Bates, 
117; Robert Hopper, 106; Dr. Trotter, 96; William Singleton, 96. 
Aldermen : — Andrew Robert Fenwick, Thomas Bowser, Joseph Thew, and 
Thomas Bowman. Anthony Charlton, Esq., was elected Mayor; and 
William Woodman, Esq., Town Clerk. 

December 31. The clock in the cupola of the Exchange, at Sunderland, 
was set in motion, and the dials were illuminated at night with gas. The 
clock had been out of repair for nearly ten years. 

1836, January 1. ITie foundation-stone was laid of a new chapel in 
Linskill Street, North Shields, for the Methodist New Connexion. The 
chapel was opened, on the 28th September following, by the Rev. S. Hulme. 

6. The Grenville Bay, whaling vessel, of Newcastle, arrived 

in the Tyne, and, owing to her long detention in the ice, her appearance 
was hailed with great rejoicing. The crew had caught three whales. The 
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Norfolk, whaler, of Berwick, arrived at that port on the 9th, and was 
welcomed in a similar manner; and the last vessel belonging to tliis dis- 
trict, the Lady Jane, of Newcastle, arrived at Stromness, on the 12th 
Biarch, with the crew in a wretched state, thirty-three being dead, and 
only eight out of sixty-four men being able to work. 

January 16. Died, at Monkend, Croft, aged 85, Mr. Charles Colling, 
an eminent agriculturist, and the original breeder of Durham short-homed 
cattle. 

16. At a meeting of the leading agriculturists of Northumber- 
land, held at Alnwick, James Gray, Esq., of Wooperton, in the chair, it 
was resolved that a society should be formed for the general improvement 
of agriculture in that county. Another meeting was held in the same 
town on the 12th March following, C. W. Biggc, Esq., in the chair, 
when the "Northumberland Agricultural Society" was formally estab- 
lished, and nearly all the principal landowners enrolled themselves as 
members ; the Duke of Northumberland being patron, and Earl Grey pre- 
sident of the society. The first show of live stock, &c., was held at 
Alnwick on the 8rd October, when Sir Thomas Haggerston, Bart., pre- 
sided at the dinner. The subsequent annual exhibitions of the society 
have been held as follows : — 

837, October 10, at Hexham; Chairman, G. Silvertop, Esq. 

888, October 4, atWooler; „ Viscount Howick. 

889, October 8, at Morpeth; „ C. W. Bigge, Esq. 

840, October 1, at Alnwick; „ Hon. H. T. liddell. 

841, Septem. 23, at Newcastle; „ J. C. Jobling, Esq. 

842, July 28, at Belford; „ J. H. Hinde, Esq. 

843, August 29, at Hexham; „ M. Bell, Esq. 

844, October 4, at Morpeth ; „ Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart. 

845, October 2, at Alnwick; „ C. W. Orde, Esq. 

846, No show {see July 14, 1846). 

847, August 17, at Wooler; „ Sir George Grey, Bart. 

848, August 8, at Hexham; „ Duke of Northumberland. 

849, August 9, at Morpeth ; „ The Earl of Carlisle. 

850, August 6, at Alnwick ; „ Duke of Northumberland. 

851, August 7, at Newcastle; „ Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart. 

852, August 10, at Belford; „ Earl Grey. 

853, August 9, at Hexham; „ Lord Lovaine. 

854, August 10, at Morpeth; „ The Earl of Cariisle. 

855, August 9, at Alnwick; „ Duke of Northumberland. 

856, July 31, at Newcastle; „ Lord Ravensworth. 

857, July 28, at Comhill; „ Eari Grey. 
836, January 21. The Council of Newcastle decided this day, by a 

majority of 25 to 21, to discontinue the maintenance of the Mansion 
House. The mayor's salary was fixed at £1,000 per annum. 

23. About three o'clock in the morning, a fire was discovered 

in the house of Mr. John Dixon, painter, Tyne Street, Newcastle, which 
raged with such fury that, before Mr. Dixon and his family could be 
aroused, the flames rendered their escape almost impossible. By the as- 
sistance of his neighbours, however, Mr. Dixon, his wife, and six of their 
children, were safely extricated from an upper window, but two other 
children, one thirteen and the other nine years of age, unfortunately 
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perished. The house, furniture, and £100 in monej, iogeth^ with aQ 
the stock-in-trade, were destroyed, and the whole fainilj, who escaped in 
their night-clothes, lost the rest of their apparel. A subscription was 
immediately enter^ into for their relief, and the amount collected ulti- 
mately covered the entire pecuniary loss which Mr. Dixon sustained by 
the calamity. 

January 23. A violent storm of wind visited Newcastle and did con- 
siderable damage. A chimney at the Gras Works, in the Manors, was 
blown down upon the roof of the retort shed, in which several workmen 
were employed, and buried six of them, but they were fortunately rescued 
without loss of life. Some of the rafters having fallen on the retorts the 
place was so<hi in flames, but an ample supply of water prevented any 
serious injury. At North Shields, the new church, which was nearly 
finished, was very much injured; some of the pinnacles were blown ofiT 
and fell upon the roof, and the vaulting of the chancel was nearly entirely 
destroyed. Several chimneys were also blown down in various parts of 
the town. At Blyth and Morpeth, some houses were unroofed ; and at 
Bradford, near Capheaton, a poor woman was killed by a tree falling up- 
on her. At Alnwick, a woman was blown out of a cart, and had her 
arm broken. At Shawdon, a large and beautifully painted window, in 
the mansion of W. Pawson, Esq., was completely destroyed; and Meldon 
Park, the scat of Isaac Cookson, Esq., was also much damaged. At 
Berwick, the chapel in Golden Square was almost wholly unroofed, and 
the congregation were unable to meet in it on the following day (Sunday). 
At Holy Island, fully one-half of the houses were unroofed ; a sheet of leaii 
on the church, weighing between two and three tons, was rolled up, 
and in consequence of the injury done to the building no service was per- 
formed in it next day. At Sunderland, the entire roof of a house was 
blown off; and many similar occurrences took place in diflFerent parts of 
the country. 

25. Mrs. Jane Lister, and two children, one three years, the 

other about six months old, were run over near Darlington by four stone 
waggons on the railroad, and all three were killed instantaneously. The 
accident arose from the elder child having wandered upon the line. 

28. Died, at Early Court, Berkshire, in his ninety-first 

year, William Scott, Baron Stowell, of Stowell Park, Gloucestershire, 
D.C.L., F.R.S., Master of the Faculties, &c., &c. The deceased was the 
eldest son of William Scott, a coal fitter for the Bowes family in New- 
castle, and his extraordinary rise, as well as that of his brother, the Earl 
of Eldon, may in a great measure be attributed to the singular occurrence 
which preceded his birth. His mother's delivery in the month of Octo- 
ber, 1745, was daily expected, when the accounts of the Pretender's march 
towards Newcastle became so alarming that Mr. Scott determined to re- 
move his wife from the agitating scenes which might occur. She was 
accordingly hoisted over the walls of the town in a basket, and removed, 
in a boat, to He worth, where she was delivered of twins, William and 
Barbara, on the 17th of October, old style. William was educated at the 
Royal Grammar School in Newcastle, but at the early age of sixteen he 
availed himself of his claim, as a native of the county of Durham, to a 
scholarship in Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and before attaining his 
seventeenth year he was entered as a student in the Middle Temple. 
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Shortly after, he was elected a Fellow of University College, where he so 
greatly distinguished himself as a tutor, that in 17C6 he wrote to his 
father strongly advising that " Jack " should be sent up to him ; and, his 
request having been acceded to, the future Earl of Eldon entered his own 
college in May of that year. In 1774 William was elected Camden Pro- 
fessor, and he continued at Oxford till the death of his father, in 1776, when 
the property which devolved upon him by that event induced him to re- 
sign his tutorship, though not his professorship in the University. His 
father, it would appear, left a fortune amounting to nearly £20,000, the 
larger part of which devolved upon his eldest son, who, as executor, found 
himself obliged to carry on the business in Newcastle for some time, and 
to pay several visits to his native town. On one of those occasions, in 
1777, he appeared on the hustings and spoke for his friend, the notorious 
Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes, then a candidate for Newcastle, for 
whom his brother John was also employed. Soon after tliis event he 
again turned his thoughts to the bar, to which he was called in February, 
1780. About three months previously, however, he had taken the de- 
gree of D.C.L., and had been admitted into the Faculty of Advocates at 
Doctors Commons, the scene of his future greatness, where he almost im- 
mediately fell into considerable business. In the same year he became a 
candidate for Oxford University but was defeated. In 1781 he married 
Anna Maria, eldest daughter of John Bagnall, Esq., of Early Court, 
Berkshire, and in 1783 the Archbishop of Canterbury presented him with 
the sinecure office of Registrar of the Court of Faculties with a salary of 
£400 a-year. Dr. Scott was elected a member of the Literary Club 
soon after it was founded, and his society appears to have been sought 
after by all the wits and scholars of the day. Dr. Johnson and Sir 
Joshua Reynolds being his attached friends till their deaths. In 1784 
he was returned to Parliament for Downton, but was unseated on pe- 
tition, and he was again elected for the same place in 1790. In 1788 
he was appointed Judge of the Consistory Court of London, and ap- 
pointed Advocate General — the latter office, in time of war, being one 
of the most lucrative then in existence. He was now Knighted, and, 
singularly enough, within two months of this occurrence, his brother 
John received the same honour on being appointed Solicitor General, 
both becoming Privy Councillors. In the same year the Archbishop of 
Canterbury appointed him Vicar General ; the same prelate shortly after- 
wards conferred upon him the Mastership of the Faculties ; and in 1798 
he was nominated Judge of the High Court of Admiralty — the highest 
dignity at Doctors Commons. In March, 1801, he was elected a repre- 
sentative of the University of Oxford, for which he sat till his elevation 
to the peerage. In 1809 he experienced the loss of his wife, by whom 
he had two children, a son and a daughter; and in 1813, when in his 65th 
year, he married, secondly, Louisa Catherine, Dowager Marchioness of 
Sligo, twenty years his junior, who died shortly after, and by whom he 
had no issue. In 1821 he was created Baron Stow ell, and, after conti- 
nuing to hold his seat in the Court of Admiralty till his eighty-third 
year, ho resigned his office in 1827, and retired into private life. His 
lordship left a fortune of nearly £250,000, a sum which, though very 
large, could hardly be termed surprisingly so, considering the income he 
had enjoyed for so long a period, and his extremely prudent habits. He 
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carried, indeed, his views on economy so far, tbat he refused to make his son 
a sufficient allowance to enable him to marry, and the disappointment was 
said to have led Mr. Scott into intemperate habits, under which his con- 
stitution gave way, and he died about two months before his father; while 
his lordship's only daughter and heiress, Marianne, Viscountess 8idmouth, 
having died without issue, April 26, 1842, in her 64th year, the savings 
of a long life were eventually gathered by collateral relatives. In one 
thing, however. Lord Stowell was exceedingly liberal — ^his love of sights; 
and many hundred pounds were expended by him in visiting every ex- 
hibition, however contemptible, which appeared in London. But in his 
Court the eccentricities of his character were forgotten in the solidity of 
his judgments and the inimitable felicity of his language, and he left be- 
hind him an imperishable name in the records of Ehiglish civil law. 
There is a very fine portrait of Lord Stowell in the Guildhall, Newcastle. 

Jauuaary 28. An awful explosion occurred at Hetton colliery, Durham, 
by which twenty human beings lost their lives. Upwards of eighty other 
workmen were also in the mine, but escaped, from having been in another 
part of the workings. The accident was caused by an interruption of the 
ventilation, through the negligence of a boy, who had left open a trap- 
door. 

. According to an admeasurement of the Town Surveyor, the 

streets of Newcastle were found at this period to be twenty-eight miles in 
length. [In October, 1855, the length had increased to within a few 
yards of forty miles.] 

. A neat and substantial bridge, built by subscription, was 

finished at Morpeth Grange Ford, over the river Wansbeck. This made 
the fourth bridge erected across that river within the distance of a mile 
and a half. 

February 1. A dinner was given in Newcastle to Mr. James Aytoun, 
one of the unsuccessful candidates there at the previous election. The 
company was 170 in number. 

7. A Wesleyan New Connexion chapel was opened at Sheriff 

Hill. 

12. During a heavy gale of wind, Mr. Mark Scott, overman of 

Fawdon colliery, was blown down the shaft of that pit and killed on the 
spot. 

15. The committee appointed for carrying out the proposed 

memorial to Earl Grey having resolved that the monument should be 
erected in Newcastle, a meeting was held this day for the purpose of se- 
lecting an appropriate design. After much consideration, the model of a 
Roman Doric column, by Mr. J. Green, was adopted, and Mr. E. H. Bailey 
was selected to execute the statue to be placed upon it. The estimates 
were — for the column, £1,600; for the statue, £700. 

16. A dinner was given to Mr. Joseph Armstrong, brewer, in 

the mash-tub of his new brewery in Hanover Square, Newcastle. Sixteen 
gentlemen were conveniently accommodated in this singular dining-room. 

17. A tremendous hurricane was experienced throughout the 

county of Durham, and much loss of property resulted in various places. 
The rivers Wear and Tees rose to a greater height than had been ever re- 
membered, and much damage was done to the pier and other river works 
at Sunderland. Nineteen houses at Stranton were completely gutted by 
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water, the village of New Stranton was greatly inundated, and at Hartle- 
pool tiie sea rose seven feet above tlie highest tide-mark previously re- 
corded. At Middlesbro^ immense damage was done, the pottery alone 
suffering to the extent of £1,000. The river Tyne was also very high, 
but the casualties along its banks were only trivial. A very great num- 
ber of vessels were wrecked all along the coast. 

February 17. This evening, during a heavy gale of wind, a fire broke out 
on the premises of Mr. Robert Dickinson, at Warton, near Rothbury, by 
which seventeen com stacks, a thrashing machine, and a bam, were entirely 
destroyed. The farm premises were fortunately preserved. The fire, it was 
supposed, was caused by a spark from a chimney. 

20. A shoddng murder was committed near Lumley, upon the 

body of a person named Richard Taylor, a shoemaker, 79 years of age. 
The poor old man was returning from Cocken to Lumley, about eight 
o'clock in the evening, and the murder had been perpetrated for the sake 
of about 208., which he had in his pocket. His body, dreadfully muti- 
lated, was found on the following morning by two boys. The perpetrators 
of this dreadful crime were never discovered. 

21. Died, at Auckland Castle, in his 71st year, the Right 

Rev. William Van Mildert, Bishop of Durham, and last Count Palatine 
of that county. Dr. Van Mildert was of Dutch extraction, but his family 
having settled in London, he was educated at Merchant Tailors' School, 
and passed from that academy to Oxford, where he graduated B.A, 1787. 
His first curacy was at Sherboume, Oxfordsliire ; but in 1812 he was ap- 
pointed preacher to Lincoln's Inn, and in the following year Regius Pro- 
fessor of Divinity at Oxford. In 1819 he was made Bishop of Llandaff; 
in 1820 Dean of St. PauVs; and in 1820 Bishop of Durham. His pro- 
ductions as a theological writer were numerous, and rank in the first order, 
his edition of the works of Waterland supplying a defect which had long 
existed in Ecclesiastical literature. His charity was unbounded, every 
comer of his diocese bearing testimony to his liberality, but his munificent 
donations to the University of Durham were the most conspicuous evi- 
dences of his bounty, and, notwithstanding his princely income, his lord- 
ship died, comparatively speaking, a poor man. His remains were interred 
in his cathedral on the 1st of March, the funeral being conducted with 
nnnsual pomp, and nearly all the places of business in Durham were 
closed on the occasion. A monument of this estimable prelate, by Gibson, 
was afterwards erected by subscription in the Chapel of the Nine Altars, 
in the cathedral. 

24. Another tremendous gale broke over this part of the 

kingdom. Upwards of 1 ,300 trees were blown down in Chillingham Park ; 
and a venerable tree, which had stood 400 years in the churchyard at Aln- 
wick, and was called the Broom Tree, was also destroyed. At Berwick, 
considerable damage was done to the pier and shipping. 

. During this month, a number of houses on the Quayside, 

Sunderland, were pulled down, to make room for the new staiths of the 
Sunderland and Durham Railway. 

March 2. This evening, a fire broke out in the east end of the second 
and fourth flats of the Northumberland Flax Mill, Ousebum, Newcastle, 
the property of Messrs Clarke, Plummer, and Co. Seven fire-engines 
being speedily on the spot, and a plentiful supply of water being at hand, 
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the flames were confined to that part of the mill where they had origi- 
nated, but the machinery, models, &c., were much injured, and the total 
damage did not amount to less than £4,000. 

March 3. The '^ London Gazette'' contained the announcement that 
the King had " recommended" Dr. Edward Maltby, Bishop of Chichester, 
to the Bishopric of Durham. 

6. Mr. Charles Larkin, of Newcastle, was presented with a 

silver tea and coffee service, and £100, by the Roman Catholics of that 
town, for his able defence of their religion. 

8. Died, in South Shields, aged 105, Mrs. Mary Mackey. 

8. A fire took place in a house occupied by William Shaftoe, 

grocer, and Christopher Thwaites, printer, in the new North Road, Dur- 
ham. Mr. Shaftoe's wife and four children were saved by their dropping 
from a window into the arms of a crowd of persons who gathered round, 
and another child was saved with great difficulty. The stock of Mr. 
Shaftoe, and his furniture, as well as that of Mr. Thwaites, were nearly 
entirely destroyed before the flames were subdued. A subscription was 
raised for the sufferers. 

12. The prospectus of the " Newcastle, Sunderland, Durham, 

and North and South Shields District Banking Company" was issued. 
The capital was proposed to be £500,000, in 50,000 shares of £10 each. 
Upwards of 40,000 shares were subscribed for in less than a month, and 
at a meeting held in Newcastle on the 12th May the company was de- 
clared established, the name being changed to the " Northumberland and 
Durham District Bank." On the 18th May the directors issued a notice 
that arrangements had been made with Messrs J. Backliouse and Co., for the 
incorporation of their Newcastle Branch with the new establishment, and 
the bank was opened for business on the 1st June, under the management 
of Mr. Jonathan Richardson, in the premises previously occupied by Back- 
house and Co. {See March 20, 1839.) 

18. As some men were employed in digging for coal near 

Kirkheaton, Northumberland, they discovered the skeleton of a female, in 
a deep cavity over which a flat stone had been placed. The body had 
been thrown in head downwards, and there seemed little doubt that the 
deceased had been murdered. 

19. An engine-house at South Hctton colliery took fire this 

evening, and, being composed of wood, it was entirely consumed, together 
with several sheds and much valuable machinery. 

28. The boiler of the engine at Cramlington colliery burst, 

by which the engineman and two boys were killed. 

29. The magistrates of the borough of Gateshead transacted 

judicial business for the first time. 

29. A very elegant silver tea service, &c., value £140, was 

presented to the Rev. W. Proctor, M. A., by the parishioners of Alnwick, 
as a token of their esteem for his services during an incumbency of thirty- 
six years. Sir D.W. Smith, Bart., presented the testimonial. An elegant 
silver candelabrum was also presented to Mr. Proctor, on the 9th April, 
by his pupils in the Grammar School, of which he had been master for 
forty -two years. 

. This month, while workmen were clearing away a sand-bank, 

near Morpeth Castle, a number of cannon balls were found, which were 
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sappoeed to have been fired during the siege of that phice by Montrose 
in 1644. 

April 2. Mr. William Falla, nurseryman, of Gktteshead, left his home 
this morning, and was never afterwards seen alive. On the 1st May his 
body was accidentally discovered, in a very shocking state, in Kavensworth 
wood, near Lady-park farm. It was then found that the deceased had 
eommitted suicide by piercing his windpipe with a pocket-knife, an in- 
Btnunent which he had closed and replaced in his pocket after committing 
the act. 

— 4. The first meeting of the Etal Till-side Games took place at 
Crookham Haugh, near Etal, and created much interest. 

8. The first show of the Cpquetdale Agricultural Society took 

place at Rothbury, and the exhibition exceeded the anticipations of the 
promoters. A dinner was held in the evening, W. Orde, Esq., of Nunny- 
kirk, in the chair. 

— — 10. A new Primitive Methodist chapel was opened in Allen- 
dale Town. 

— — 25. The bridge over the river Tyne at Wylam was formally 
opened. The bridge, which was erected by Mr. Blackmore, was con- 
Btracted of wood, with stone pillars, and on the framework a line of rails 
was afterwards laid, communicating between Wylam colliery and the 
Newcastle and Carlisle Railway. 

27. A coble belonging to Whitburn, near Sunderland, contain- 
ing two men named Curry (father and son), and two men named Hender- 
8on (brothers), was upset, and the crew perished before help could be 
rendered. The men each left a widow, and, in all, sixteen children. 

29. A quantity of antique chairs and tables belonging to the 

<dd Corporation of Durham was sold by auction in the market-place of 
that dty. The sale realised only £2, ds. 9d. 

Mc^ 2. The new borough police, established under the provisions of 
the Municipal Corporation Act, appeared in the streets of Newcastle for 
the first time; and received their uniforms on the 16th. The night police 
did not commence duty till October 7, when the force altogether consisted 
of 85 persons : 1 superintendent, 4 inspectors, 10 sub-inspectors, and 70 
privates. 

7. This morning, the shipbuilding-yard of Messrs Adamson, 

of Bishopwearmouth, was discovered to be on fire. The flames spread 
from the joiners' shed, where they originated, to a lage stock of timber, 
and to a new ship that was building, and the former was entirely, and the 
latter partially, consumed. A malting occupied by Mr. Taylor, which ad- 
joined the premises, and which contained about 4,000 bushels of grain, 
was also totally burnt. To prevent the further progress of the fire it was 
found necessary to pull down part of an adjoining house, and the firemen, 
assisted by numerous workmen, at length succeeded in suppressing the 
flames about seven o'clock. The damage was estimated at nearly £5,000. 

9. A fire occurred on the premises of Mr. Paddon, druggist, 

Hartlepool, and a large amount of injury was done before the flames were 
subdued. The origin of the fire was not ascertained. 

. 15. An annular eclipse of the sun occurred, and Alnwick 

being the most favourably situated town in the kingdom for observing it. 
Lord Prudhoe, Sir James South, and other astronomers, were invited there 

u 
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for that pnrpose. A temporary observatory was erected near Brislee 
Tower for the party, and Lord Prudhoe provided a number of telescopes 
for the use of the public. The atmosphere was in a highly favourable 
state, and the phenomenon created much sensation throughout the district. 

May 16. Died, at Forth House, Newcastle, aged 71, Qeorge Forster, 
Esq., an alderman of the old Corporation, and three times mayor of that 
town. 

21. A prospectus appeared of the "Newcastle Commercial 

Banking Company." The proposed capital (to be raised by £10 shares) 
was £500,000, but it was ultimately fixed at £100,000, of which £75,000 
were called up. The bank was opened on the 1st of August, on premises 
at the Sandhill, and it issued its own notes until 1840, when Bank of 
England paper was substituted. In July, 1845, the capital of the bank 
was reduced to £50,000 by the repayment of £2, lOs. per share to the 
shareholders. {See August 26, 1856.) 

23. The foimdation-stono of a new chapel, called the Taber- 
nacle, for the Wesleyan Association, was laid by A. White, Esq., mayor 
of Sunderland, in South Durham Street, Bishopwearmouth. llie build- 
ing accommodates 800 persons. 

23. A prospectus of the " Newcastle Joint-Stock Bank " was 

issued. The capital was fixed at half a million sterling, in £25 shares, 
but the latter were afterwards reduced to £10 each, and a large number 
were never subscribed for. The bank commenced business in the Royal 
Arcade on Saturday, July 2. {See January 22, 1846.) 

23. A prospectus ot the " Durham County Coal Company," 

capital £500,000, in £50 shares, was issued. The shares were quickly 
taken up, and the company soon afterwards leased royalties at Whitworth, 
Byers' Green, Gordon, Evenwood, and Coxhoe. {See September, 1854.) 

28. The prospectus of the " Sunderland Joint-Stock Bank " 

was laid before the public. {See November 21, 1851.) Same day, a pros- 
pectus appeared of the " Newcastle Joint-Stock Brewery ; " capital 
£10,000. 

June 2. The skeleton of a man was discovered, about three feet below 
the surface, in the immediate vicinity of Marsden Hocks, near Whitburn. 
A pistol bullet was found in the chest, and a fragment, about three inches 
in length, of a sharp-pointed steel instrument had pierced the vertebrae of 
the neck, from which it was evident that death had arisen from violence. 

5. Died, at South Shields, aged 100, Mrs. Margaret Watson. 

7. A silver salver and tea service were presented to the Rev. 

B. Kenuicott, by the parishioners of Monkwearmouth, as a testimonial of 
their appreciation of his services during the twenty years of his incum- 
bency. 

10. The Kirkharle estates, in Northumberland, which had 

been in the possession of the Loraine family for upwards of six hundred 
years, were sold by auction, in London, for £57,500. The purchaser was 
Thomas Anderson, Esq., of Benwell Tower, nephew of the late Major 
CJeorge Anderson, of Newcastle. 

11. A prospectus appeared in the Newcastle papers " for con- 
verting the bank of Messrs Chapmans and Company into a Joint-Stock 
Company, to be called the Newcastle, Shields, and Sunderland Union 
Joint-Stock Bank.'' The capital was fixed at £300,000, in 30,000 shares, 
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8,000 of wluch were to be " appropriated to the present partners at par." 
The shares having been quickly taken up, the company commenced busi- 
ness on Friday, July 1, and arrangements were soon afterwards made for 
the purchase of the banking establishment of Sir W. Chaytor, Bart., and 
Co., at Sunderland. [Messrs Lambton and Co. made a proposal to their 
customers, during the joint-stock mania which prevailed at this time, to 
convert their bank into a public undertaking, but the proposal did not 
meet with sufficient favour, and was therefore withdrawn.] 

Jun€ 13. Tlie foundation-stone of a new Congregational chapel was 
laid in West Street, Gateshead, by the Rev. Dr. Matheson, of Durham. 
The chapel was opened March 15, 1837. 

15 and 16. A regatta took place on the river Wear, at Dur- 
ham, and was attended by a mimcrous concourse of spectators. 

18. An awful thunder storm occurred at Durham. A house, 

in Church Street, was struck by the lightning, and a bed, which two men 
bad just quitted, was shivered to pieces. 

21. The Newcastle and North Shields Railway Bill received 

the Royal assent. 

24. The foundation-stones of two new chapels-of-ease, in the 

parish of Newbum, were laid: one at Dalton, dedicated to the Trinity, by 
Edward Collingwood, Esq., of Dissington; the other at Bell's Close, de- 
dicated to the Saviour, by C. Bulmer, Esq., of Lemington. The edifices 
were designed by Mr. B. Green, of Newcastle. October 10, 1837, the 
Bishop of Durham consecrated the chapel at Bell's Close, and on the fol- 
lowing day, that at Dalton. 

26. The last performance in the Theatre Royal, Mosley 

Street, Newcastle, took place before a crowded audience, when the comedy 
of " Sweethearts and Wives," and a petite comedy, entitled " Pic- 
turesque," were performed. The theatre was first opened on January 
21, 1788. Mr. Grainger commenced to pull down the building on Sa- 
turday, November 5, 1836, when the principal portion of the site was 
thrown into Grey Street. 

— — — — 28. The Newcastle and Carlisle Railway between Hexham 
and Haydon Bridge was opened with great rejoicing. Two trains, one 
drawn by the Hercules locomotive, manufactured by Stephenson, and the 
other by Hawthorn's engine, the Samson, left Blaydon about eleven 
o'clock with the directors and their friends, and the party arrived at Hay- 
don Bridge a little before two. Triumphal arches, banners, &c., were 
erected on various parts of the line, and the numerous company spent a 
delightful day without the slightest accident. 

. The old mansion-house of Beaufront, near Hexham, long 

the residence of John Errington, Esq., conmionly called the " Chief of 
Beaufront," was levelled with the ground about this time, the new pro- 
prietor, William Cuthbert, Esq., having determined upon erecting an 
elegant house upon the site, Mr. Dobson, of Newcastle, architect. The 
walls of the old building were of great strength, and it was supposed that 
it had been erected about the fourteenth century, while from the quantity 
of burnt oak found during the excavation, and the state of the masonry of 
the great tower, it was conjectured that the original mansion had been 
destroyed by fire, and the house rebuilt in the sixteenth century. A very 
rich Gothic cross was found by the workmen. March 4, 1837, the 
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foundation-stone of the new building was laid by Mr. Cutlibert, and the 
house, which for the elegance of its design and the beauty of its site is 
unsurpassed in the North of England, was finished in 1838. 

July, During this summer, an extraordinary mania sprung np for 
the establishment of joint-stock companies, and, besides the undertakings 
which have been already mentioned, the newspapers of the period oontaia 
prospectuses of the Tyne East India Company, capital £100,000; the 
North of England Union Sawing Mill Company, £5,000; the Newcastle 
and Northumberland Coal Company, £300,000 ; the North of England 
Marine Insurance Company, £150,000; the Tyne Marine Insurance Com- 
pany, £150,000; the Joint-Stock liberal Newspaper Company, £5,000; 
the Great North Road Suspension Bridge Company (for uniting New- 
castle and Gateshead at a high level), £125,000; the Grand Extern 
Union Railway Company (from Newcastle to Dunbar), £800,000, and 
several other railway schemes. 

1. Prince Peter of Oldenburg, nephew of the Emperor of 

Russia, after sojourning a few days at the Queen's Head Inn, Newcastle, 
left that town for Scotland. During his stay he visited Messrs Cook- 
son and Co.'s glass works, Messrs Stephenson and Co.'s engine works, 
the Bedlington iron works, and Killingworth colliery. 

5. At a meeting of the Newcastle Subscription Water Com- 
pany, it was resolved to accept a proposition of the old water company, 
ofiering to sell their works, &c., for £15,500. The transfer accordingly 
took place on August 1, and the fierce opposition which had been raging 
for some time was thus put an end to. 

■ 8. Sir John Walsham, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 

held a meeting at Newcastle, and formed the Union of that town. On 
the 14th he sat at Stamfordham, when upwards of eighty townships were 
formed into " Castle Ward Union." Similar meetings were held at Roth- 
bury, July 19; Alnwick, July 22; Belford, August 2; HaltwMstle, 
August 5; Ucxliam, August 8; and Bellingham, August 10. 

9. A cottage, occupied by Edward Routledge, miner, at 

Reading, near Blanchland, was accidentally set on fire, and both the 
building and contents were entirely destroyed. 

15. Died, at Richmond, near London, in his 58th year, Sir 

Matthew White Ridley, Bart., of Blagdon and Heaton, Northumberland, 
M.P. for Newcastle, and head of the old-established banking house in 
that town. The deceased was bom August 18, 1778, and was eldest son 
of the second baronet, by Sarah, sole heiress of Benjamin Colbome, Elsq., 
of Bath. After being educated at Oxford, he was elected a representa- 
tive for Newcastle at the general election in 1812, on the retirement of 
his father. He sat during eight parliaments and for the space of twenty- 
four years, and iintil his last election he was always received with great 
enthusiasm by the free burgessiss. His principles were those of the 
Whigs, but in the last few years of his life tiiey inclined to Conservatism, 
and much loss of popularity was the result. Sir Matthew succeeded his 
father in the baronetcy April 16, 1813, having previously married, August 
1 3, 1803, Laura, youngest daughter of George Hawkins, Esq., by whom he 
had six sons and six daughters, ten of whom survived him. He was lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the Loyal Newcastle Associated Volunteer Infantry 
from their embodiment, in 1803, until the final dissolution of these corps 



1886.] HISTORICAL KEGI8TER OF REMARKABLE EVENTH. 61 

thronghont the kingdom, in 1813. An excellent likeness of Sir Matthew 
was painted by Ramsay, and there is an engraving of it by Taylor. 

July 17. St. Ann's Chapel, Newcastle, was re-opened, after under- 
going considerable alteration, by which 100 new seats were obtained. 

19. The installation of Dr. Edward Mai thy, the new bishop 

of Durham, took place in the cathedral of his diocese, the Hon. and Rev. 
Dr. Wellesley acting as his proxy. His lordship visited the city of Dur- 
ham on the 23rd August, when he was presented with an address by the 
Corporation, and was afterwards enthroned with the usual formalities. 
By an Act of Parliament which had come into operation on the 5th July, 
the Palatinate Jurisdiction of the county was severed from the Bishopric 
of Durham. 

19. That portion of the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway 

which extends from Carlisle to Greenhead, a distance of about 20j^ miles, 
was opened with every demonstration of joy on the part of the neigh- 
bouring inhabitants. 

19. An explosion took place in Hebbum colliery, on the 

Tyne, by which the under-viewer, an overman, another workman, and two 
boys were killed, and several other persons were much burnt. 

19. During a thunderstorm at Longframlington, the lightning 

entered the house of Mrs. Ann Johnson, and forced a window entirely 
out, but, strange to add, not a single pane of glass was broken. 

25. An election for a Member of Parliament for Newcastle, 

caused by the death of Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., took place before Tho- 
mas Dunn, Esq., sherifT. Mr. Alderman Headlam proposed Christopher 
filackett, Esq., of Wylam, who was seconded by Mr. Alderman Spedding. 
Mr. Archibald Reed nominated, and Mr. Dixon Dixon seconded, John 
Hodgson, Esq., of Elswick. The show of hands was in favour of Captain 
Blackett. The polling took place on the following day, when the numbers 
were — Mr. Hodgson, 1,576; Captain Blackett, 1,528. 949 freemen voted 
for the successful candidate, and 468 for his opponent* 

29. Newcastle and its neighbourhood were visited by a heavy 

fall of rain, which fell without intermission from early in the morning until 
midnight. On the following day the river Tyne became much flooded, 
and a great deal of damage was done in several localities, but particularly 
near Newbum, where a field of hay, thirty acres in extent, was quite de- 
stroyed. At the Heugh, near Stamfordham, the lightning entered a 
stable and struck some loose chains hanging up, which were afterwards 
found welded together. A number of sheep, &c., were killed in various 
parts of the county. 

— 30. A public dinner was given in the Assembly Rooms, 
Newcastle, to John Hodgson, Esq., M.P. for that town, to celebrate his 
recent return to Parliament. The chair was taken by J. L. Hood, Esq. ; 
and D. Dixon, Esq., G. Bhadforth, Esq., and Captain Potts, officiated as 
vice-presidents. 137 gentlemen were present at the banquet. 

. During this month, the Lords of the Treasury permitted the 
opening of bonding warehouses at North and South Shields. 

August 8. The Bishop of Durham made his entry into Bishop Auck- 
land, attended by a numerous escort, and amid much rejoicing. An ad- 
dress was presented to him by the inhabitants, to which he cordially re- 
sponded, and the usual ceremony of presenting a falchion was gone 
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tbrough, in the vestibule of Auckland Castle, by the owners of Pollard's 
Lands. 

Auyust 9. The Brandling Junction Railway was commenced at the 
Felling, near Gateshead, when the first turf was cut in the presence of R. 
W. Brandling, Esq., and a number of friends. 

9. The opening of the eastern portion of the Durham and 

Sunderland Railway took place. Eight waggons of coals were forwarded 
from Haswell colliery to Sunderland, and discharged into keels at the new 
staiths just finished, amidst the firing of guns and general cheering of the 
populace. The waggons on this occasion were drawn by horses, but the 
machinery of the engines having been finished, this portion of the line 
was properly opened on the 30th. The trains were moved by ropes at- 
tached to fixed engines, each about three miles from the other, and the ropes 
varied from eight to eleven tons in weight. 

10. The friends of Captain Blackett, the unsuccessful candi- 
date at the late election at Newcastle, gave him a public dinner at the 
Queen's Head Inn, in that town. 219 persons sat down on the occasion, 
C. J. Bigge, Esq., mayor, in the chair ; the vice-chairs being occupied 
by Mr. A. Nichol, Mr. S. Lowrey, and Mr. H. Shield. 

11. The Bang granted his license to John Hodgson, Esq., of 

Elswick, M.P., that he might (in compliance with the will of Miss Eliza- 
beth Archer Hinde, of Ovington, deceased) henceforth assume the name 
of Hinde in addition to that of Hodgson. 

11. The foundation-stone of a bridge, intended to be erected 

over the river Tyne at Bywell, at the sole expense of T. W. Beaumont, 
Esq., was laid by that gentleman with much ceremony. Shortly after- 
wards, preparations were made to blast down the piers of a bridge which 
had stood on the Tyne near the spot, but by some accident the train was 
fired too early, and a man named Brown was hurled into the air and killed. 

15. An Eye Infirmary was opened at Sunderland. 

17. A new Wesleyan chapel was opened at Wolsingham. 

25. A regatta was held on the Wear at Pallion, near Sunder- 
land, the stewards being F. Horn, J. C. Carr, and John Storey, Esqrs. 
Seven races took place, and much interest was excited. 

30. The " extensive cellar of fine old port wine, belonging to 

the Corporation of Newcastle, comprising upwards of 370 dozens," was 
sold by auction in the Mansion House. The wine produced about £800. 

. The business of the old-established bank of Messrs Skinner 

and Co., of Stockton and Darlington, was transferred about this time to 
the National Provincial Bank of England. 

Septonber 8. A new Roman Catholic chapel, dedicated to the Virgin, 
was opened at Alnwick, when mass was performed by the Rev. G. Fisher, 
assisted by the choirs of Newcastle and North Shields. The chapel is a 
handsome Gothic building, and was designed by Mr. J. Green, Jun., of 
Newcastle. 

9. A shark, 6 feet 8 inches long, and 4 feet 6 inches in girth, 

of the white sharp-nosed species, was taken near Cullercoats Sands. The 
fish was afterwards exhibited in Newcastle. 

12. Sir J. Walsham attended at Sunderland, when the Poor 

Law Union for that town was formed. He also visited Gateshead for the 
same purpose on the 14th. 
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September 14. At a meeting of the Newcastle Council, it was resolved 
that Mr. Grainger's new street, " Upper Dean Street," should be called 
" Grey Street ;" and leave was given to the Grey Memorial Committee to 
erect, at the higher end of it, a column in honour of the public services of 
Earl Grey. The erection of the column commenced inrunediately after. 

17. The newspaper stamp duty having been reduced, on the 

15th, from fourpence to one penny, the " Durham Chronicle" was issued for 
the first time as a twice-a-week journal. It soon after returned to the 
old mode of publication. 

18. All Saints' Church, Newcastle, was re-opened, after 

undergoing repairs, when a sermon was preached by the Bishop of Dur- 
ham, and a collection was made, amounting to £50. His lordship 
attended Divine service in St. Nicholas' Church in the afternoon. 

24. A coble containing five men, belonging to Hauxley and 

Craster, was upset about half a mile from Beadnel, and four of the men 
were drowned. 

26. The sale of the furniture, plate, china, &c., at Gosforth 

House, near Newcastle, the property of the Rev. R. H. Brandling, com- 
menced this day. The sale, which excited great interest, realised a very 
large sum. 

26. The first election of Guardians for the Newcastle Union 

took place. On the 28th the newly appointed body met in the Merchants' 
Court, when Mr. Robert Plummer was elected chairman, and Mr. Henry 
Ingledew vice-chairman. 

October. During this month, the fine west window of St. Nicholas' 
Church, Newcastle, which had been for some time in the course of re- 
storation, was completed. The arms of the Corporation were placed in 
the window, in compliment to that body for its liberal contribution to the 
fund for the repairs. 

October 4. The foundation-stone of a new church, dedicated to the 
Trinity, in Bondgate, Darlington, was laid by the Bishop of Durham. 
The style of the edifice is early English, and it accommodates 1,010 persons. 

6. The foundry of Messrs W. and J. Gljmn, at the Ouse- 

bum, Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire, owing to the overheating 
of a stove in the office. The flames were not got under until considerable 
damage was done. 

13. The first cargo of coals from Belmont colliery, belonging 

to W. Bell and Co., was shipped at Sunderland. 

18. The first coals from West Hetton colliery, the property 

of Colonel Braddyll and Partners, were shipped in the Wear, via the Dur- 
ham and Sunderland Railway. 

17. The Bishop of Durham held his first confirmation in Dur- 
ham Cathedral; at Bishopwearmouth on the following day; and at South 
Shields on the 20th. 

21. Lord Ossulston having established a pack of stag hounds 

at Chillingham, the first hunt took place upon Alnwick Moor, in the 
presence of a great concourse of persons, among whom were the Duke 
and Duchess of Northumberland, the family of Earl Grey, Lord and Lady 
Ravensworth, the Hon. H. T. liddell, &c., &c. The stag was uncarted 
at Rugley Bank, and was run to Hazon Dean, where it was lost. It 
was afterwards seen on Swarland Moor, but was never recaptured. 
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October 23. Between twelve and one o'clock to-day a hare was seen 
to enter Newcastle and run rapidly down Percy Street. It continned its 
progress till it arrived at the end of the Painter Heugh, Dean Street, 
where it was killed. 

26. The Bishop of Durham confirmed upwards of five hun- 
dred children belonging to Newcastle and Grateshead, in St. Nicholas* 
Church, Newcastle. During his stay, the Corporation of Gateshead pre- 
sented his lordship with a congratulatory address on his translation to the 
see of Durham. 

29. A heavy fall of snow, quite unparalleled for the time of 

the year, occurred during the great cattle fair, at Newcastle, and continued 
till the afternoon of the SOth, at which time the ground was covered to 
the depth of upwards o^a foot. The cold was also intense. 

November 3. A meeting was held in Newcastle, the mayor, C. J. 
Bigge, Esq., in the chair, for the purpose of considering the propriety of 
erecting baths in that town. After addresses by Dr. Headlam, Mr. R. 
Plunmier, and others, it was resolved that a lease should be obtained of 
about twelve acres of ground lying to the north of Saville Row, and that 
a company, to consist of 300 shareholders, at £20 each, should be estab- 
lished for carrying out the undertaking. {See June 24, 1839.) 

6. A chapel connected with the Established Church was opened 

at Harton, near South Shields, by the Rev. W. Coward, of Westoe. 

9. The annual election of Mayors took place with the follow- 
ing results: — Newcastle, Joseph Lamb (Anthony Nichol, sheriff)- Oaiea- 
head, Michael Hall. Sunderland, Andrew White. Durham, T. Greenwell. 
Stockton, Christopher Lodge. Morpeth, Robert Blakey. Berwkkj John 
Miller Dickson (William Riddell, sheriff). 

10. The Bishop of Durham visited Newcastle, when an ad- 
dress was presented to his lordship, in the rooms of the Literary and 
Philosophical Society, by the mayor (Joseph Lamb, Esq.), the recorder, 
and other members of the Corporation. The right reverend prelate was 
then conducted into the rooms of the Natural History Society, where his 
lordship took the chair at a meeting of that institution. In the evening, 
a dinner was held in the geological room of the Museum, at which about 
ninety persons sat down. 

IL The Bishop consecrated a portion of the new (General 

Cemetery at Jesmond ; and afterwards, as Grand Visitor of the Newcastle 
Infirmary, made an inspection of that hospital, and was pleased to express 
his warm approbation of the manner in which it was conducted. On No- 
vember 13, his lordship preached the annual sermon for the Lifirmary, in 
St. Nicholas^ Church, before the Mayor and Corporation, when the sum of 
£79 was collected, being the largest amount ever received. On the 14th 
November, his lordship visited the Royal Grammar School ; and, on the 
15th, he paid a visit to the Clergy Jubilee Schools, with which he was 
highly gratified. 

1 2. The " Newcastle Chronicle" of this day states that "intel- 
ligence has been this week received of the death of Mr. Thomas Naters, 
the successor to the extensive property of the late Alexander Adams, EiSq., 
of this town, the whole of which, amounting to nearly £300,000, Mr. 
Naters has bequeathed to Mr. William Mather, of this town, builder, with 
the exception of two legacies of £20,000 each." 
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November 16. The Key. T. F. Dibdin was entertAined, on his retnm 
fnun his Bntiqaarian rBiubles in Scotland, to a dinner, in the rooms of the 
Antiqnuisn Society of Newcastle, John Clayton, Esq., in the chair, and 
John Adamaon, Esq., in the vice-chair. [Dr. Dibdin afterwards pub- 
lished a " bibliogpraphical, antiquarian, and picturesque" account of this tour 
in the North of B^gland and Scotland, in which Newcastle occupies a 
conepieooas P'^^'^ 

18. The first meeting of the Alnwick Board of Guardians 

took place. Joehua Hewitson, Esq., was elected cbaimian, and Captain 
D»le Tice-chainnaD. 

22. Sir Thomas Haggerston, Bart., was appointed chairman, 

and P. J. Selby, Esq,, vice-chairman, of the Belford Union. 

23. A meeting was held in the Jostice Room, Gateshead, 

Alderman Pollock in the chnir, when it was resolved to establish a Me- 
chanics' Institute for the borough. Upwards of seventy individuals were 
immediately enrolled as members, and several valuable contributions of 
hooks, Ac, were made. 

^^— — 24. Married, in London, John Errington, Esq., of High War- 
den, to Anne, daughter of V. Eyre, Esq., of London. 

26. The first number of a new newspaper, entitled the " New- 
castle Standard," was published. It was edited by Mr. Charles lArkin, 
but was discontinned April 15, 1837. 

■ 28. Mr. Foargus O'Connor was entertained at a public break- 

fast at the Black Ball Inn, High Bridge, Newcastle. Mr. J. Fife, Mr. 
Doableday, and about fifty persons attended. 

^—^—. This month, workmen commenced to remove the North Gate 
in the old walls of Hartlepool. The following is a sketch of this structure. 




This month, while some workmen were making an excavation 
in Bridge Street, Berwick, they discovered a seam of ooal, 3 feet 1 inch in 
I, about six feet from the surface. The place, however, was again 
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December. Early in this month, a tahlet was placed in St. Nicholas' 
Church, Newcastle, by the Earl of Eldon, in memory of his father, Mr. 
William Scott. The tablet is sormoonted by a vase, and bears the 
following inscription: — ^** In memory of Mr. William Scott, freeman and 
hoastman of this town, who was buried in All Saints' Church, November, 
1776. He left to his family a rich inheritance in the example of a life of 
industry unremitting, of probity unsullied, and of piety most pure and 
sincere. This tablet is placed here by one of his affectionate sons." 

2. Four handsome salvers, value £100, were presented to 

Mr. William Richmond, of Tynemouth, by a portion of the shipowners of 
the port, as a testimonial of their estimation of his exertions in their 
behalf. 

2. A fire occurred at Sadberge, near Darlington, in the house 

of Mr. Christopher Richmond, tanner. The flames raged for upwards of 
three hours, and nearly the whole of the furniture, documents, <&c.y were 
destroyed. The family escaped with some difficulty. 

5. During a violent gale of wind, a chimney at Saltwellside, 

near Gateshead, fell upon a woman and killed her instantaneously. Many 
chinmeys in Newcastle, and a high wall in Percy Street, in that town, 
were prostrated, and several persons were thrown down in the streets 
and received serious injuries. A scuUerman at Shields was driven out to 
sea in his boat, and was lost. 

6. Sir John Walsham visited Darlington, and formed the 

Poor Law Union for that district. December 11, Sir John visited Stock- 
ton for the same purpose. 

■ 11. Died, at Stockton, aged 100, Mr. Thomas Ward. 

14. At the first meeting of the Gateshead Board of Guar- 
dians, J. W. Williamson, Esq., was elected chairman, and Mr. W. 
Rowntree, vice-chairman. 

16. The first meeting of the Sunderland Board of Guardians 

took place, when A. White, Esq., mayor, was elected chairman, and Mr. 
T. Reed, Jun., vice-chairman. 

22. A newly erected light-house on the pier at l^artlepool was 

publicly illuminated for the first time. 

23. A fall of snow commenced in Newcastle about midday, 

and continued with scarcely any intermission till the morning of the 26th, 
by which time a prodigious quantity had accumulated, exceeding, indeed, 
anything seen in the district since 1823. The mails from the south on 
Christmas Day were delayed upwards of twenty-five hours, and on the 
26th the mail from the north was thirty-four hours behind time. All 
communication with the north by coach was stopped from the 24th to the 
29th, when the " Union" coach, due on the 26th, arrived. 

24. Died, at Haltwhistle, aged 82, Mrs. Elizabeth Cuthbert- 

son. She was the representative of an ancient family, and her property 
was supposed to be worth £2,000 per annum ; but she neglected, and even 
refused to receive much of it, and had lived for many years in great seclu- 
sion, and amidst inconceivable discomfort and filth. 

. Several meetings were held in North Northumberland during 

this month, to endeavour to abolish the bondage system in that district. 
The attempt was, however, wholly unsuccessful. 

1836. During this year, a neat Alms House was erected at Lamesley, 
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at the expense of Lady Ravensworth. It contains eight apartments for 
the reception of aged females, and her ladyship endowed the building with 
the sum of £50 per annum. 

1836. Gas works were established at Hartlepool. They were for some 
time a private speculation, but were purchased, in 1846, by the Hartlepool 
(Jas and Water Company. 

1837, January 2. The skeleton of a female was found by some work- 
men engaged in excavating on Sunderland Moor. It was about eighteen 
inches below the surface, and, from its appearance, there could be little 
doubt but that it had been placed there after a violent death. 

3. The furniture, books, pictures, and plate, in the Mansion 

House at Newcastle, were this day brought to public sale, pursuant to an 
order of the Council, adopted by a majority of 28 to 24. The sale, which 
excited some interest, realised upwards of £2,000. 

7. The winning of Woodhouse Close colliery, near Bishop 

Auckland, was successfully accomplished. The main coal seam was found 
in great perfection, at a depth of seventy-four fathoms. 

9. The river Tees was swollen much by the ice breaking up. 

It carried away the new wooden bridge at Sockbum, belonging to — 
Blackett, Esq. A great many houses were inundated at Yarm.* 

— — . The rapid changes in temperature that occurred about this 
time caused an epidemic of influenza throughout the district, and scarcely 
a family escaped an attack of the disease. 

9, 10. After a long continuance of snow and frost, a change 

in the weather took place, and the thaw was so rapid that the rivers in 
this district were flooded to a most unusual extent. The Tyne, in the 
opinion of many persons, was higher than on any previous occasion since 
the great flood of 1815. The Wear was also extremely high; but beyond 
the partial submersion of many houses on the banks of both streams, the 
damage done was but trifling. 

10. The body of Mr. William Lawton, woollen manufacturer, 

of Netherwitton, was found in the Wansbeck, near Morpeth. It was 
supposed the deceased had been washed from his horse on which he was 
retoming from Rothbury, the river Font being very high at the time. 

11. A public meeting of owners and occupiers of land was 

held at Morpeth, for the purpose of petitioning Parliament to adopt mea- 
sures for placing the county rates under the control of the ratepayers. 
The chair was taken by Mr. R. Gibson, of Hexham. Mr. Donkin, of 
Bywell, and others, addressed the meeting, and a petition to the House of 
Commons was carried unanimously. Sir Charles Monck, Bart., after- 
wards addressed the assembly, expressing his coincidence with the prin- 
ciples advocated by the previous speakers. 

12. An alarming fire broke out this morning in Mr. Web- 
ster's rope manufactory, at Deptford, Sunderland, caused, it was supposed, 
by a spark, produced from the friction of two wheels, having ignited a 
quantity of oakum. From the inflammability of the materials, the exten- 
sive manufactory and all the machinery were soon comj)lctely destroyed. 
The loss was estimated at £60,000, two-thirds of which amount were 
insured. 

* This was the last piece of manoacript found among Mr. Sykes*8 papers. {Set Jan. 21.) 
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January 13. The foundation-stones of the two timber viadncts orer 
Willington Dene and the Onsebum, on the line of the Newcastle and 
North Shields Railway, were laid by John Hodgson Hinde, Esq., M.P., 
vice-chairman of the company, in the presence of a nnmeroos body of 
shareholders. The architects of the two bridges were Messrs J. and B. 
Green, and the erections were of great extent and pecnliar constroctkm, 
the arches being formed of laminated timber. That over Willington 
Dene is 1,050 feet long, and 78 feet high in the centre, consisting of seven 
arches, each 120 feet span, supporting a wooden roadway, with stone 
piers. The Ousebnm bridge is 918 feet long, and 108 feet high, having 
five arches of 116 feet span, and four stone arches, two of 45 feet and two 
of 35 feet span. The erections were finished in May, 1839, and had a very 
light and beautiful appearance. In November, 1841, Mr. B. Qreen was 
presented with the Telford silver medal by the Institution of Civil Eji- 
gineers for his description of these bridges. {See June 18, 1839.) 

18. A public meeting of the county of Northumberland was 

held to-day at Morpeth, the high-^herifif (Thomas Riddell, Esq.) in the 
chair, for the purpose of considering the subject of railway communication 
between Newcastle and Edinburgh. After a discussion, in which Mr. J. 
Hodgson Hinde, M.P., Mr. C. W. Bigge, Sir C. Monck, Bart., and 
others, took part, a series of resolutions, proposed by the first-named gen- 
tleman, were adopted, expressing the desirability of a railway oommuni* 
cation between Newcastle and Edinburgh ; and empowering a committee 
of twenty gentlemen to engage engineers to complete the proper surveys. 

21. Died, at the Leazes Crescent, Newcastle, aged 56, Mr. 

John Sykes. Mr. Sykes was brought up as a shoemaker, but afterwards 
commenced business as a bookseller, and overcame, in a very creditable 
manner, many of the defects arising from neglected education. In 1824, 
he published the first edition of his " Local Records," and, the work 
having met with great encouragement, a second and much improved 
edition, in two volumes, was published in 1883, and is now extremely 
scarce. The deceased was engaged in compiling materials for a third 
edition at the time of his death, and left a vast mass of MSS. in an un^ 
finished state. Besides this work, Mr. Sykes edited a few local tracts, 
which, from the small number printed, have now become exceedingly 
rare. 

— • 23. Died, at Denwick, near Alnwick, aged 98, Mr. John Thew, 
farmer, the last descendant of a family which had held land under the 
house of Percy for upwards of four hundred years. 

30. Two pitmen, named Storey and Surtees, in consequence of 

a wager, undertook to hew coals against each other at Thomley. The 
wager was won by Storey, who hewed 33J tubs of 20 pecks each, and 
Surtees 30 tubs; the former being 10 tons 1 cwt., and the latter 9 tons. 
The time of working was eight hours, and the amount of earnings, accord- 
ing to the price paid for hewing, was — Storey, lis. 2d.; Surtees, 10s. 
From the hardness of the seam, the feat was supposed to be unpreoe- 
dented. 

February. Died, at Berwick, aged 100, Mrs. Mary Nixon. She per- 
fectly remembered the arrival of Sir John Cope in Berwick, after the battle 
of Preston Pans. 

— — 2. A public dinner was given, at Sunderland, to Andrew 
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White, Esq., mayor of that borough, which was attended by about 200 
burgesses, J. Simpson, Esq., in the chair. The chief topics of the speeches 
during the evening were the advantages that were likely to result to Sun- 
derland from the restoration of its corporate rights, and the services of the 
present mayor, and of Mr. Alderman Spoor, towards the attainment of that 
end. (See p. 47.) 

February 7. At the annual meeting of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Newcastle, the Rev. William Turner announced his intention 
of resigning the office of secretary, in consequence of his advanced age. 
Mr. Turner was the founder of the institution, and, from its commencement 
up to this date, a period of forty-three years, he had acted as secretary 
with singular zeal and ability. The thanks of the society were voted to 
him for his long and valuable services. [At this time, twenty years after- 
wards, it is pleasing to add, the reverend gentleman is still living, and, 
although in his 96th year, is in the enjoyment of good health.] 

7. Died, at Morpeth, the Rev. Edward Otter (brother of the 

Bishop of Chichester), rector of Bothal and prebendary of York. 

8. An election took place of a Member of Parliament for the 

borough of Morpeth, in the room of the Hon. E. G. G. Howard, who had 
received an appointment in the navy. Lord Leveson, eldest son of Earl 
Granville, was elected without opposition. 

■ 20. Tlie new Theatre Royal, Newcastle, which had been built 

for the proprietors by Richard Grainger, Esq., from designs by Messrs J. 
and B. Green, in lieu of the old building in Mosley Street, was opened this 
evening, under the management of Mr. Montagu Penley. The house was 
densely crowded, and the elegance of the building was hailed with bursts 
of applause. The performances were " The Merchant of Venice,'* and " The 
Young Widow," the principal parts being taken by Messrs R. Younge, 
Lacey, Leslie, Corrie, and Miss R. Penley. An opening address, written 
by lliomas Doubleday, Esq., was delivered by Mr. Griffiths. The portico 
in Grey Street was not finished till the December following. 

March 1. That portion of the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway, which 
extends from Redheugh to Blaydon, 3 J miles in length, was opened with 
some rejoicing. After this date, travellers from Newcastle were conveyed 
to Redheugh by a steamer, which plied from the station to the company's 
offices in the Close. On the 9th inst., another portion, about a mile in 
length, from the station at Carlisle to the Canal Basin, was also opened, 
and a quantity of coals was shipped. 

1. The foundation-stone of a new Custom House, at Sunder- 
land, was laid. The building was opened for the transaction of business 
on the 22nd November. 

3. Durham Spring Assizes concluded. This was the last 

occasion on which the judges were entertained by the bishop. The ex- 
pense, from this date, has been borne by the county. 

6. The magistrates of Newcastle changed their place of sit- 
ting from the Mayor*s Chamber, Guildhall, to the Police Office, in the 
Manors. 

7. Festivities took place at Bumopside, near Lanchester, in 

eonsequence of the winning of coal at that place. 

18. The foundation-stone of a new chapel, in Gibson Street, 

Newcastle, intended for the Wesleyan Association, was laid by G. T. 
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Gibson, Esq. The building, a large but plain edifice, was only occupied 
a few years by the body for which it was erected, and it was afterwards 
temporarily used for the Ragged Schools. 

March 15. A public meeting was held in Newcastle, to consider 
^^ the present appalling state of the Highlands of Scotland." A subscrip- 
tion for the starving population there was the result of the proceedings, 
and nearly £1,100 was collected in a few days. Similar meetings were 
held in nearly every town and village in Northumberland and Durham. 

23. As a hackney-coach, belonging to Mr. T. Spires, was 

proceeding by Mosley Street to the Quayside, Newcastle, the horses slip- 
ped and fell near Ridley and Go.'s bank. The streets being exceedingly 
slippery, the driver thought it unsafe to put the horses to the carriage 
again, and proposed to his passenger to send the animals forward, while 
he and an assistant would guide the carriage down Dean Street. The 
passenger consenting, the carriage was put in motion down the steep de- 
scent, but soon obtained a momentum which it defied the efforts of the two 
men to withstand ; when about half way down the street the coachman 
fell, the assistant let go his hold, and the vehicle, now disencumbered, 
rushed down the remainder of the street with inconceivable velocity, to 
the dismay of the spectators, and at last came in contact with the shop of 
Mr. Alder, cheesemonger, where it broke the whole window frame. Very 
fortunately, neither the passenger nor any one in the shop was injured. 

31. The Byers Green branch of the Clarence Railway, five 

miles in length, and connecting that line with the coal fields of West 
Durham, was opened. 

. During this month, an arrangement was made, by which Sir 

Matthew White Ridley, Bart., relinquished the himting of South Nor- 
thumberland, and entrusted the future management of his hounds to a 
committee, consisting of Sir E. Blackett, Bart., E. Riddell, Esq., and M. 
Clayton, Esq. 

. The pitmen of the Tyne and Wear, after a strike of some 

months, again resumed their employment on the same terms they had 
been previously paid. 

. The subscribers to a testimonial to the late Bishop of Dur- 
ham set apart a sum of £500, about this time, to found a scholarship for 
Theological Students in the University of Durham. 

April 3. Died, at Byker Bar, near Newcastle, aged 71, Jacky Johnson, 
a well known professor of the occult sciences. Not being permitted to 
follow his mysterious calling in the borough, the deceased sought an 
asylum without the walls, and his influence amongst the vulgar was so 
astonishing that, in cases of theft, the mere visit of the owner to " Jacky," 
in many instances caused the restoration of the property from the dread of 
discovery by " supernatural agency." 

11. About noon a fire broke out in the steam-mill of Mr. 

William Scott, at Morpeth, and the flames being assisted by a strong 
wind, the building, with nearly all its contents, was entirely destroyed. 
The mill was insured, but Mr. Scott sustained a serious loss. A sub- 
scription was afterwards raised on his behalf. 

11. Married, at Cheltenham, John, eldest son of Isaac Cook- 
son, Esq., of Meldon Park, to Sarah, eldest daughter of the late Sir M. 
W. Ridley, Bart. 
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April 14. A poor widow at Holywell bought a small fish of a hawker 
for a penny, and, on opening it, found half a sovereign in its stomach ! 

16. A great fall of snow took place throughout the North of 

England. The roads between Hexham and Alston were in many places 
impassable, and at Middleton-in-Teesdale the snow drifted to the depth of 
fifteen feet. 

18. The rope of the shaft at Monkwearmouth colliery, 528 

yards in length, suddenly broke, and fell upon three boys at the bottom of 
the pit, killing them on the spot. 

— 19. Died, at New Brentford, aged 66, the Rev. Sir Robert 
Peat, Bart., D.B., vicar of that parish. The deceased, who was a native 
of the county of Durham, and a Ejiight of St. Stanislaus of Poland, was 
Prior of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem ; and, being an intimate firiend 
of Gteorge IV., the living of Brentford was conferred upon him through 
the solicitation of his Majesty. Sir Robert married Miss Smith, of Her- 
rington, a lady of exceedingly eccentric character, but they separated by 
mutual consent several years before his death. Lady Peat died Nov. 26, 
1842. An extraordinary murder and robbery, connected with this lady, 
still detailed with mysterious horror at the fire-sides of lonely homesteads 
in Durham, will be found recorded in Stkes, August 28, 1815. 

22. The " five quarter seam^' was won to-day at Crow Trees 

colliery, laying open about 1,600 acres of the West Hutton coal-field belong- 
ing to Messrs W. Hedley and Sons. 

25. A scaffolding erected at a quarry at Gateshead, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Joseph Price, suddenly fell, and upwards of 20 tons of stone 
lying upon it fell upon five workmen, and killed them instantaneously. 

May 5. The Grenville Bay, whaler, of Newcastle, reached that port, 
having lost eleven of her men while beset five months in the ice. The re- 
mainder of the crew were nearly all disabled, and were left at Stromness. 

— 7. Died, at Craster, near Alnwick, aged 83, Shafto Craster, 
Elsq., the last male descendant of an ancient and opulent Northumbrian 
family, the paternal domain of Craster having been in their possession at least 
as early as 1272. The deceased was highly respected by all ranks for his 
courtesy of demeanour, liberality, and benevolence. His funeral took place 
on the dOth, at Embleton, and a procession of carriages, horsemen, and 
pedestrians, nearly a mile in length, testified the wide-spread desire to do 
honour to his remains. The family estate descended to Thomas Wood, 
Elsq., of Beadnel, nephew of the deceased. 

8. The steam-ship Vesta, belonging to the Newcastle Steam 

Navigation Company, 300 tons register, commenced plying between New- 
castle and Leith. On the 15th, she took her first trip to Hull ; and thence- 
forth ran weekly between the three towns. 

9. Died, at Alnwick, aged 72, Sir DavidWilliani Smith, Bart., 

for upwards of thirty years chief commissioner to the Duke of Northum- 
berland. Sir David entered the army early in life, and served with the 
second Duke of Northumberland in America. He was created a baronet 
in 1821, but having no issue the title became extinct. His funeral took 
place on the 19th, with a solemn grandeur unprecedented in Alnwick, and 
the shops in that town were closed during the afternoon as a mark of re- 
i^>ect for his memory. 

11. The shop occupied by Mr. S. Qans, in the Royal Arcade, 
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Newcastle, and known as the " Fancy Fair," was discovered to be on fire 
shortly before midnight, and in less than two hours the whole of its con* 
tents were reduced to ashes. The building itself, horn the care displayed 
in its construction, was injured to a very trifling extent. The cause of the 
fire was not discovered. Mr. Grans was insured to the full amount of his 
loss, and shortly after left the town. 

May 15. Died, at Elemore Hall, Durham, in his 85th year, George 
Baker, Esq. The deceased had long occupied a distinguished position in 
the county of Durham, and his eminent skill as an agpriculturist, and en- 
thusiastic admiration of field sports, had gained him a wide celebrity 
throughout the kingdom. In 1813, the deceased stood a contest for the 
representation of the city of Durham, but was defeated, after an expensive 
struggle, by George Allan, Esq., of Black well ; the poll being — Allan, 
440 ; Baker, 360. The deceased, who died very suddenly, devised the 
bulk of his fortune to his grandson (the eldest son of Colonel Tower, by 
his only daughter), who took the name of Baker, and ordered his remains 
to be interred in Pittington church-yard, with the following inscription 
on the tomb-stone : — *^ Here lies the last of the George Bakers of Elemore 
EUJl, in the county of Durham.** About two months before his decease, 
Mr. Baker announced his intention, ^^ in consequence of the many acts of 
kindness he had received from the inhabitants of Newcastle,** to present a 
piece of plate to be run for at the next races at that town. This prise 
assumed the shape of a silver coal waggon, on the scale of one inch and a 
half to the foot, and it was composed of 350 separate pieces of silver. It 
was not, however, nm for imtil Monday, June 25, 1838, when it was won 
by Mr. Orde*s celebrated mare Beeswing. 

19. A conger eel was caught in the Tyne, 6 feet 3 inches in 

length, and weighing 3st. 2fi). 

24. This being the day on which the Princess Victoria at- 
tained her eighteenth year, and her regal majority, it was observed 
throughout the district with unusual demonstrations of rejoicing. At 
Newcastle, business was entirely suspended, many employers affording 
their workmen abundant means of enjoying themselves on the occasion. 
At night a fancy ball took place in the Assembly Rooms, which was at- 
tended by about 300 ladies and gentlemen, and, many of the dresses being 
remarkably rich and costly, the scene was one of great gaiety and splen- 
dour. Similar rejoicings took place at Sunderland, Durham, North and 
South Shields, Alnwick, Morpeth, Stockton, &c., &c., and nearly every 
village in the two counties partook heartily in the loyal feelings of the 
day. 

26. The Newcastle Board of Guardians determined, by a 

majority of two, to take immediate steps for the erection of a Union 
Workhouse. 

June 1. The royal charter to the University of Durham passed the 
Great Seal. The charter confirmed the constitution of the University, 
and incorporated it under the title of " The Warden, Masters, and Scho- 
lars of the University of Durham.** The document was formally received 
at a convocation of the University held on the 8th of June, and a number 
of degrees were conferred. 

6. The Governors of the Newcastle Dispensary resolved to 

build a new edifice in Nelson Street, more fitted for the wants of the cha- 
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rity than their existing building in Low Friar Street, which had been in 
their possession for forty-seven years. (See Sykes, Oct. 2, 1777.) The 
institution opened its new premises in August, 1839. 

June 10. Died, at Benton House, aged 73, William Clark, of Bel- 
ford, Esq. 

19. The foundation-stone of a chapel-of-ease was laid at South 

Hetton, in the parish of Easington, by the Rev. John Burdon. The 
ebuTch was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, Oct. 11, 1838. 

20. The workmen engaged in sinking Whitwell colliery, 

Durham, after tliirteen months' labour, succeeded in reaching the Hutton 
team, at a depth of 59 fathoms. Much rejoicing took place in consequence 
of the event. 

21. Intelligence of the death of his Majesty William IV. 

(who died early in the morning of the 20th) was received in Newcastle. 
On the 22d, the great bells of the various churches were tolled, the flag 
on the castle and those of the vessels in the river were hoisted half-staff 
high, and many of the shops were partially closed. Similar marks of re- 
vpect were paid to the late monarch in Durham, Sunderland, and the other 
towns in the district. On the 23rd, her Majesty Queen Victoria was pro- 
claimed in Newcastle. The Council met in the Merchants' Court, where, 
in company with the clergy, the officers of the garrison, &c., her Majesty's 
health was drunk with enthusiasm. The military having assembled on 
the Sandhill, the municipal body proceeded with their officers to the usual 
place, and the Town Marshal proclaimed her Majesty Queen of Oreat 
Britain and Ireland, amidst loud cheering. A procession was next formed, 
which moved up Dean Street to St. Nicholas' Square, and from thenoe to 
the White Cross, in Newgate Street, where the same ceremony was gcme 
through. The procession then returned by Blackett Street and Pilgrim 
Street to the Guildhall, where another liberal distribution of wine was 
fliade by the mayor. The Council held a special meeting during the day, 
and voted an address to her Majesty on her accession. Proclamations were 
also made in Alnwick, North Shields, and Hexham, by the under-sheriff, 
Jasper Gibson, Esq., who was accompanied on each occasion by all the 
principal inhabitants of the respective districts. At Sunderland, Durham, 
and South Shields, the same ceremonies were also gone through ; and all 
the Corporations in this district presented loyal addresses to her Majesty on 
her happy accession. On the 25th, the churches and many dissenting 
places dP worship throughout the country were hung with black, and the 
services bore particular reference to the death of his late Majesty. 

-^— — 30. The Boyal assent was given to the bill for the Improve- 
ment of Warkworth Harbour (giving power to twenty commissioners to raise 
£100,000 for that purpose). The passing of the act was celebrated on 
the 5th July, at Warkworth and Amble, by illuminations and rejoicings. 
There was a great influx of strangers, and a band of music paraded the 
villages, preceded by banners, &c., &c. 

JWy 3. Mr. Richard Cross, architect at Chillingham Castle, was 
found on the road between Wooler and Chillingham quite dead. It was 
supposed he had fallen from his pony, on which he had been returning from 
Wooler. 

— ^— 4. At a meeting of the Council of Sunderland, Andrew White, 
Bsq., resigned the office of mayor in consequence of his having become a 

K 
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candidate for the representation of the borough in Parliament. July 8, 
Alderman Richard Spoor was appointed mayor by an almost nnanimons vote. 

July. The main coal seam at Sonth Tanfield, 5 feet 8 inches in 
thickness, was won, and much rejoicing took place in consequence. 

8. This being the day appointed for the funeral of his late 

Majesty, William IV., it was observed in Newcastle with every mark of 
re^)ect, and, although market-day, many of the shops were closed in the 
afternoon. The great bells tolled throughout the day, and minute guns 
were fired at the castle, and by the artillery in the garrison. On the 9th, 
the Mayor and Corporation, and the body of Freemasons, walked in pro- 
cession to St. Nicholas' Church, where a funeral sermon was preached by 
the vicar. The funeral of his Majesty was observed in a similar manner in 
all the neighbouring towns. 

12. The first importation of tea into the port of Newcastle, 

consisting of from 3,000 to 4,000 chests, the property of Mr. Alexander 
G^eorge Gray, was sold in the old Mansion House, and the circnmstance 
created much interest. 

13. The fiftieth anniversary of the marriage of Sir John and 

Lady Swinburne was celebrated at Ellingham, and other places on the 
worthy Baronet's estate, by dinners to his tenantry and workpeople. 

12-16. The North of England was visited with a succession of 

violent thunder storms, in the course of which several painful accidents to6k 
place. At Shawdon Wood House, near Alnwick, on the 14th, Miss Don- 
kin, niece of Mr. Camaby, of that place, was struck dead by the electric 
fluid, which had entered the house by a chimney, run along the bell-yrireB 
to the kitchen, and struck the young lady down with great violence, de- 
stroying two dogs which lay near. At Axwell Park, on the same day, 
nearly a thousand panes of glass were destroyed in the mansion and the 
adjoining hothouses, during a heavy shower of hail. At Byton, a cow was 
killed ; and at Stella, seven sheep shared the same fate. At North Shields, 
Preston, and Sunderland, a number of houses were struck, their chimneys 
set fire to, and some of the furniture and wood-work destroyed, but no 
personal injury was sustained. On the 1 6th, at Brasside Moor, near Durham, 
a stack of oats was burnt to ashes ; and at Newcastle, on the same day, the 
storm was quite awful for some hours, and three houses in High Swinburne 
Place, occupied by Mr. Beaumont, Mr. Mackreth, and the losses Wright, 
were entered, the bells torn down, the wires literally destroyed by intense 
combustion, and the walls much injured. At Alnwick, the effects were 
also most violent : the lightning passed down the chimney of one house, 
and set fire to a piece of paper in a boy's hand, but left him uninjured. 

22. The sloop James, lying in the river Tees, at Stockton, 

was discovered to be on fire. The vessel was not much damaged, but four 
of the crew were sufibcated in the forecastle. 

24. Died, at Hereford, the Hon. and Right Reverend Edward 

Grey, D.D., Lord Bishop of Hereford, and fourth brother of Earl Grey. 
His lordship, who left a family of fourteen children, was elevated to the 
bishopric of Hereford in 1832, 

. Writs having been issued for a new Parliament, in conse- 
quence of the demise of the King, the proceedings in this district were as 
follows : — 

Newcastle, July 24. The nomination of candidates took place before 
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the sheriff, A. Nichol, 'Esq. It was previously anticipated that there 
would be no opposition to die late members, but, at the eleventh hour, the 
Conservatives determined to start a second candidate. At the hustings. 
Alderman Potter proposed, and Mr. E. Chamley seconded, Wm. Ord, Esq. ; 
Mr. A. Reed propos^, and Mr. S. Parker seconded, John H. Hinde, Esq. ; 
Mr. Doubleday proposed, and Mr. Wilkinson seconded, Mr. A. J. Beau- 
mont (a Chartist) ; Mr. C. J. Clavering proposed, and Mr. R. Plummer 
seconded. Captain Gustavus H. Coulson; and Alderman Headlam pro- 
posed, and Mr. John Raine seconded. Alderman C. J. Bigge. The show of 
hands wad declared to be in favour of Mr. Beaumont and Mr. Hinde. The 
polling took place on the 25th, and at the close the numbers were : — Mr. 
Ord, 1,792; Mr. Hinde, 1,701; Mr. Bigge 1,187; Captain Coulson, 
1,127; Mr. Beaumont, 290. Total number who voted, 3,173. A great 
many windows were broken by the populace on the declaration day, when 
Mr. Beaumont paraded the town. 

Berwick, July 24. The nomination took place before the sheriff, Mr. 
Riddell, and the polling was fixed for the 25th. The result was as fol- 
lows: — Richard Hodgson, Esq., 357; William Holmes, Esq., 354; Sir 
Rufane Donkin, 328. The first two were declared elected. 

Sunderland, JiUi/ 25. At the nomination of candidates. Dr. Millar 
proposed, and Mr. G. W. Longridge seconded, Alderman Thompson. Sir 
H. Williamson, Bart., proposed, and Dr. Brown seconded, David Barclay, 
Esq. Mr. R. Bowlby proposed, and Mr. Hindmarsh seconded, Andrew 
White, Esq. The show of hands was in favour of Messrs White and 
Thompson, who were returned, the poll on the 26th closing as follows : — 
Thompson, 668; White, 628; Barclay, 591. This contest cost the can- 
didates at least £10,000. 

Ttnbmouth, July 25. Mr. T. Young nominated, and Mr. Fenwick 
seconded, George Frederick Young, Esq.; Mr. Robson and Mr. Rippon 
proposed and seconded Sir Charles Edwu*d Grey. The show of hands 
was in favour of the latter gentleman, but he was defeated after a close 
struggle, the. numbers being: — Young, 269; Grey, 253. The return, 
however, was petitioned against, and Mr. Young refusing to contest the 
matter, the House of Commons, on the 24th February, 1838, declared Sir 
Charles Grey duly elected. 

Morpeth, July 25. Lord Leveson was re-elected without opposition. 

Durham, July 26. The Hon. A. Trevor was proposed by the Conser- 
vativee, and Mr. Harland and Mr. Granger by the Liberals. The figures 
at the close of the poll were : — Trevor, 466; Harland, 373; Granger, 
371. [Mr. Trevor succeeded to the title of Viscount Dungannon in the 
following December.] 

South Shields, July 26. Robert Ingham, Esq., was re-elected with- 
out opposition. Mr. Francis Palmer was a candidate up to the day of 
election, but then withdrew. 

Gateshead, July 26. Mr. Doubleday and Mr. W. Walker proposed 
and seconded Cuthbert Rippon, Esq. ; Mr. W. Cuthbert and Mr. Matthew 
Plummer nominated R. S. Surtees, Esq. ; and Mr. W. Hyniers and Mr, 
Fairbaim proposed and seconded J. W. Williamson, Esq. Mr. Rippon had 
the show 'of hands, and on the following day he was returned by a large 
majority, the poll being: — Rippon, 236; Williamson, 151. Mr. Surtees 
retired. 
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North Northumbbrlakd, Jnly 81. C. W. Bigge, Esq., and P. J. 
Selby, Esq., nominated Yisooont Howick; and W. Borrell, Eaq., and W. 
Orde, Esq., proposed Lord Ossalston. There being no ojqxifiitioii, the 
dieriff, W. J. Charlton, Esq., dedared the noUe lords duly elected. 

South Northumberland, Avffuat 1. detain Conlson and B. Mitfoidy 
Esq., nominated M. Bell, Esq. The Rev. J. S. Ogle and £. Riddell, Esq., 
proposed and seconded Christopher Blackett, Esq. The candidates wera 
elected without opposition. 

South Durham, August 1. John Bowes, Esq., and Jos^h Peaae^ E^-* 
the former members, were again elected. 

North Durham, August 8. The nomination of candidates took |^aoe 
before A. Wilkinson, Esq., sherifif. Mr. Bowes and Mr. T. Cookson pro- 
posed and seconded Hedworth Lambton,£Isq. Mr. W. T. Gireenwell pro- 
posed the Hon. Henry Thomas liddell, who was seconded by Mr. R. 
Anderson. Mr. H. J. Spearman and Mr. W. T. Salvin nominated Sir 
William Chaytor, Bart. The show of hands was in favour of the first 
two candidates. The polling took place on the 7th and 8th, and resulted 
asfollowsi—Lambton, 2,358; liddell, 2,323; Chaytor, 2,062. 

July 25. Died, in Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, aged 94, Mrs. Ann 
Peareth, last surviving sister of the late William Peareth, Esq., of 
Usworth House. 

26. A fire took place in Mr. James Edgar's wcNrkshope, 

George Stairs, Newcastle, which was not extinguished until considerable 
damage had been done; the workmen's tools, and a quantity of nearly 
finished furniture, being totally destroyed. 

31. The first marriage in a Dissenters' chapel in this district 

was solemnised at South Shields, under the provisions of the new Act. A 
great number of Dissenting chapels in both counties were registered 
for the same purpose about this date. On the 18th December, the first 
marriage in a Dissenting place of worship in Newcastle took place in New 
Court Chapel. 

August 2. Mr. Thomas Mather, farmer, Elyhaugh, was accidentally 
drowned while endeavouring to cross the Swarland bum, near Felton, 
while it was much flooded. 

10. During a thunder storm at North Shields, the Low 

Light House was struck by the electric fluid, which passed through every 
part of the house, and injured the lighting apparatus. Same day, the 
lightning stnick a husbandman, named John li^rchant, while driving two 
horses and a cart, at Long Benton, and killed him on the spot. The 
leading horse was killed, but that in the shafts was uninjured. A num- 
ber of houses were struck in various places in the same neighbourhood, 
and several miraculous escapes from injury occurred. 

12. The Newcastle Fair, heretofore held on the Sandhill and 

Side, was, by the order of the Council, held on this and subsequent occa- 
sions in Carliol Square. 

13. This morning, a serious fire broke out in the workshops of 

Messrs Middleton and Son, tanners, Darlington; and, notwithstanding 
every effort, the premises were wholly destroyed before the flames could be 
arrested, the damage being estimated at several thousand pounds." 

13. This afternoon, a fire broke out in Messrs Fell and Co.'s 

pottery, St. Peter's, Newcastle. The fiames were not subdued until dam- 
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age to the amount of between five and six hundred pounds had been 
sustained. 

August 18. A public dinner was given in Sunderland to H. Lambton, 
Esq., M.P., and Sir W. Chaytor, Bart., by the Liberals of that district. 
H. J. Spearman, Esq., presided, and the vice-chairs were occupied by G. 
H. Bamsay, J. T. Wawn, and R, French, Esqrs. About 150 gentlemen 
were present. 

20. The Vesta steamer, while proceeding from Leith to New- 
castle, in a dense fog, struck on a rock at Newbiggen point, and the 
passengers were obliged to quit the vessel and proceed by Morpeth to 
Newcastle. The vessel sustained very trifling damage, but was not got 
off for several days. 

22. The foundation-stone of a Wesleyan chapel was laid at 

Walbottle, near Newcastle. 

— ^— - 29. A fire broke out in the shop of Mr. Fawcett, grocer, 
Side, Newcastle, which entirely destroyed the fixtures of the shop, and 
nearly all the stock. The damage was estimated at £700. 

30. St. John's Chapel, at Snods Edge, in the parish of Shotley, 

was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, who afterwards preached to a 
crowded congregation. [The parish church, soon after this date, fell into 
a dilapidated condition, in consequence of the coal mine below it having 
caused the foundations to shrink, and St. John's Chapel has now become 
the parish church.] 

. During this month, while a workman was quarrying stone 

upon Borcum Fell, near Bardon Mill, Northumberland, not far from the 
Boman station of Vindolana, he discovered a copper vessel, in the form 
of a basket, containing sixty-three Roman coins, three of gold and the 
rest of silver. The gold coins were of Claudius Caesar, Nero, and Year 
pasian; the silver were principally of Vespasian, Domitian, and Trajan^ 
and a few of Galba, Otho, Nero, Nerva, and Hadrian. The gold pieces 
were separately wrapped up in leather or vellum, which was still tough, 
and many of the coins were as fresh as if just from the die. The Be v. 
J. Hodgson was of opinion that this treasure had been deposited about the 
year 120 — the date of Hadrian's memorable expedition to Britain. The 
Duke of Northumberland, as lord of the barony of Wark, afterwards 
claimed the coins, and a court of inquiry was held at Haydon Bridge on 
the 15th December, which assessed the value of the coins at £18. During 
this month, a fine coin of Nero, in gold, and in beautiful preservation, 
was found by a woman while hoeing turnips in a field near Durham. 

September 1. As two apprentices to Mr. Elliott, Milbum Place, North 
Bbi^ls, were sorting some old iron, they fell in with some bomb shells, 
one of which, being struck with a hammer, suddenly exploded, and wounded 
both of them very seriously. The shell had been filled with a fulminating 
mixture by two foreign gentlemen, who had made experiments on CuUer- 
eoats Sands, and it had been accidentally left undischarged. 

4. The foundation-stone of a Wesleyan Methodist chapel was 

laid in Blenheim Street, Newcastle, by Mr. William Nesham. The 
bhapel, which accommodates 767 persons, was erected at a cost of £3,800, 
and was opened October 26, 1838. 

■ 5. Died, at Banks Cottage, Durham, in his 99th year. Count 

Joseph Boruwlaski, a celebrated Polish dwarf. This extraordinary person, 
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though only thirty-six inches in height, was perfectly symmetrical in 
figure, and he enjoyed excellent health to a very late period in life. Hia 
lively genius and engaging manners caused him to be much noticed when 
he first arrived in this country in 1782, and some of the canons of Dor- 
ham having allowed him a handsome income, he settled in that city, 
where he remained till his death. It was stated that he had brothers and 
sisters, some of whom were above six feet in height. The Count pub- 
lished his autobiography in 1820 f Durham, 8vo.), and a portrait which 
is attached to it gives a faithful idea of the lively little writer. A 
monument to his memory was placed in St. Mary^s, Durham, in October, 
1851. 

Sqitember 5. A public dinner was given by the electors of Morpeth to 
Lord Leveson, M. P. The chair was taken by R. Blakey, Esq., mayor, 
and 135 gentlemen sat down on the occasion. 

6. The foundation-stone of the column, in Grey Street, New- 
castle, proposed to be erected in honour of Earl Grey, was laid by Messrs 
J. and B. Green, the architects. The column, which is 133 feet in height, 
and has a flight of 164 steps in its interior, was finished August 11, 1838, 
and Mr. Bailey's statue of the noble Earl was placed upon it on the 24th 
of the same month. 

8. A public meeting was held in the Guildhall, Newcastle, 

the mayor in the chair, when resolutions were unanimously adopted, in- 
viting the British Association to hold its next meeting in that town« 

11. Coal was obtained at Mr. G. H. Ramsay's colliery, called 

Blaydon Main, near Gateshead, the seam being 3 feet 8 inches in thickness. 
Great rejoicing took place in consequence of this discovery. 

11. A grand Provincial Lodge of Freemasons was held at the 

Turk's Head, Newcastle, for the purpose of installing the Earl of Durham 
as Provincial Grand Master of Northumberland. After the usual cere- 
monies, 110 of the brethren sat down to dinner, his lordship in the chair. 

12. Dr. Maltby, Bishop of Durham, held his primary visita- 
tion to the clergy of the deaneries of Newcastle and Corbridge, in St. 
Nicholas' Church, Newcastle. The Rev. Dr. Besley, vicar of Long Ben- 
ton, preached on the occasion. Sept. 13, his lordship visited Morpeth. 

13. The foundation-stone of a new bridge over the river 

Font, at Nethorwitton, was laid by R. Trevelyan, Esq., in the presence of 
a large assemblage. The bridge consists of two arches, each of 23 feet 
6pan, and was built by subscri])tion. The place had previously been very 
dangerous when the river was flooded. (^See page 67.) 

18. As a person was digging soil at Wliitley Castle, North- 
umberland, about 100 yards from the site of the Roman station of Alione, 
he discovered an altar, about five feet and a half in height, with several 
figures cut in relief, and an inscription of eight lines, which were almost 
illegible. The altar stood upon a large square stone, and this had rested 
upon four stone pillars a foot in height. Between the pillars and the 
slab were four coins, one of which bore the legend diva Faustina on the 
obverse, and auousta on the reverse. 

20. Died, in Newcastle, aged 78, Mr. John Rawling Wilson, 

landing-surveyor in the Customs, and a well-known local antiquary. 
Mr. Wilson's books, coins, &c., were sold in the following February, and 
realised (i very large sum. 
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September 21. The Bishop of Durham delivered his first charge to the 
clergy of the deanery of Bamburgh, in the parish church at Berwick. The 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Gilly, canon of Durham. In the 
afternoon the bishop and clergy dined together. 

27. The foundatipn-stone of the new Poor-house for South 

Shields Union was laid by R. Shortridge, Esq. The building was con- 
structed to contain 150 inmates. 

. About the middle of this month, a man, named Thomas 

Holbum, 91 years of age, an inmate of Bedlington Workhouse, and who 
had been completely blind for twelve years, had his sight suddenly re- 
stored whilst sitting at dinner. 

. During the autumn of this year, the entire village of Ford, 

the property of the Marquis of Waterford, was rebuilt in a very neat 
manner, at the expense of the noble landlord. 

October 1. Early this morning, a young man, named William Lee, be- 
longing to Newcastle, having got intoxicated in Grateshead, went into 
Price's glass-works, in Pipewellgate, and lay down. Three young men, 
named Errington, Brown, and Wardman, were in the place, and soon af- 
ter, lij&& having fallen asleep, Errington placed some loose straw upon his 
breast, and then threw a quantity of red hot cinders upon the straw. 
Brown and Wardman assisted in this horrible trick, which had a serious 
termination, as Lee died on the Srd October. The case created great 
sensation, and a verdict of wilful murder was returned against all the 
parties by the coroner's jury. At the assizes, the jury found them guilty 
of manslaughter, and Errington was sentenced to ten years' transporta- 
tion, and the others to two years' hard labour. 

1. Died, at Clifton, aged 97, Mrs. Bates, grandmother of 

Ralph Bates, Esq., of Milboume Hall, Northumberland. 

1. Died, near Morpeth, aged 100, Mr. Robert Besford. 

8. The Bishop of Durham held a visitation of the deaneries 

of Bellingham and Hexham, at the Abbey church of the latter town, be- 
ing the first visitation held there since " Hexhamshire" was annexed to 
the see of Durham. 

3. The first coals from Ratcliffe colliery were shipped in 

Warkworth harbour. 

— — 4. At the meeting of the Council of Newcastle, the question 
of building a Com Market for the town came on for discussion. A com- 
pany had been formed, many years before, for erecting a market upon 
the site of the Middle Street, and, in July, 1834, the Corporation re- 
solved to pay the company £9,600 on the completion of the building. 
Some delay having intervened, Mr. Grainger made an offer of a new and 
elegant stoicture as a free gift to the town, and it was contended that 
the minute of 1834, having never been perfected, was not binding upon 
the reformed Corporation. The matter caused much excitement, models 
of the rival markets were exhibited, and memorials on behalf of both were 
very numerously signed. The discussion this day was on a motion of Mr. 
Ghamley to confirm the minute of 1834, and, after a lengthy debate, his 
resolution was carried by 32 votes against 17. Mr. Grainger's building 
afterwards became the " Central Exchange News Room." 

' 12. The new church in the populous district of Earsdon, dedi- 

cated to St. Alban, and erected from designs by Messrs Green, at a cost of 



80 



LOCAL records; 



[1857. 
His lordship ftfter- 



£2,200, was consecrated by the Bishop of Durhan 
wards preached to a crowded congregation. 

OeuAer 15. The rained chapel in Gateshead, dedicated to the Holj 
Trinity, which was long annexed to the nnnnery of St. Bartholomew, in 
NewcoHtle, bnt had been suffered to fall into decay, was restored this year 
under the direction of J. Dobson, Ssq., at a cost of aboat £1,000, aad was 
opened this day for Divine service by the Bishop of Dnrham. The the of 
the chapel, and also a plot of ground adjoining, for E«hools, were grren by 
C. Ellison, Esq., to the parish of Oateehead. 




■ ■■ 16. The Ciesarian operation was pOTformed on a poor wi»aan 

named Hall, living in Snnderland. The child had been dead for scene 
days, bnt the life of the mother was fortunately preserved- 

18. The fonndation-stone of the Mast^ Mariners' Asylum, 

near Tynemontb, was laid by Matthew Poppelwell, Esq. A nomber of 
the magistrates, gentry, and principal inhabitants, assembled on the New 
Quay and walked to the destined site, and the usual fcwmalities having 
been gone through the party again returned to Shields, and partook of 
luncheon at the Northumberland Arms. The building, which was de- 
signed by Messrs J. and B. Green, is of the Elizabethan style of arcbitec- 
tnre, and affords accommodation fra* thirty-two pensioners. The Bit« was 
given by the Duke of Northumberland. 

19. Messrs Ellis and Co.'s plumbing works in Erick Street, 

Newcastle, were diecovered to be in flames this morning, and a cunsidBrable 
portion of the stock was destroyed before the fire was subdued. 

21. The "Northern Liberator," a Chartist newspaper, was 

psblished for the first time, in Newcastle, by Mr. John Tnmbull. It waa 
edited by Mr. A. H. Beaumont, the proprietor. The last number waa 
published December 19, 1840. 

21 . A fire broke out in the shipbuilding yard of Messrs Mills, 

Deptford, Sunderland, by which the smiths' shop, office, and storehouse, 
with the greater part of the contents, were destroyed. 

23. The mansion and estate at Benton, the property of the 

late William Clark, Esq., were sold by auction, and bought by Captain 
Potts, of Wallsend, for £9,100. 
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Octcher 26. A meeting was held in the lecture room of the literary 
and Philosophical Society, Newcastle, to consider the propriety of forming 
a society to be termed the << North of England Society for the Promotion 
of the Fine Arts.'* The Lord Bishop of Durham presided; and reso- 
lutions, approving of the proposed institution, were moved and supported 
by Lord Ravensworth, Mr. Hutt, M.P., Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart., 
Mr. Ligham, M.P., Sir Robert Ilawks, <&c., <&c. Shortly afterwards, the 
society obtamed a suite of rooms in Market Street, where classes for the 
teaching of architectural and decorative drawing were superintended by 
Mr. Peter Nicholson, C.E. November 15, 1842, the society obtained a 
grant of £150 a-year from Gk)vemment on behalf of the schools. 

31. A pugilistic encounter between a negro, known as " Young 

Molyneux," and William Renwick, of Winlaton, took place at Middleton, 
near Cambo, for £25 a side. The battle, after lasting for an hour and a 
half, during which 87 rounds were fought (40 in the dark !), was won by 
Molyneux, who butted his antagonist with his head so severely and contin- 
uously as at length to render Renwick incapable of further resistance. 

November 1. The new dock at Monkwearmouth {see page 35) was 
opened, when great rejoicing took place. During the afternoon, the brig 
lona, finely decorated, having a band of music and a large party of ladies 
and gentlemen on board, sailed down the river and entered the dock, amid 
the cheers of many thousands of spectators. A ball took place in the 
evening, at the New Inn. The dock and basin are nearly eight acres in 
extent, and were formed to acconmiodate about one hundred vessels. The 
dock was purchased by the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway, in 
1846, for £85,000. 

1. A richly-chased silver chalice was presented, at Monkwear- 
mouth, to D. Barclay, Esq., late M.P. for Sunderland, being "a voluntary 
gift of the working classes of Monkwearmouth, non-electors, and purchased 
by a penny subscription, as a token of respect for his private character and 
public conduct.^ 

2. The house of Mr. John Armstrong, EEigh Street, Sunder- 
land, took fire this morning, and, owing to the scarcity of water, the pre- 
mises and furniture were entirely destroyed. 

5. Died, at Heworth, aged 100, Mrs. Margaret Purvis. 

5. A man, named John Atkinson, in a fit of insanity, threw 

himself out of a window, fifty feet from the ground, in the Butcher Bank, 
Newcastle. He died in a few hours afterwajrds. 

5. Died, at Newcastle, aged 77, the Rev. William Syme, 

forty-seven years minister of the Close (United Secession) chapel. 

■ 6. As the Freedom, steam-tug, of Stockton, was towing two 

vessels out of the Tees, the boiler burst, and the vessel was blown to 
pieces and sunk. The master, John White, was drowned. 

— — — — 7. A new Roman Catholic chapel, at Houghton-le-Spring, 
was opened with great ceremony by the Right Rev. I^. Briggs,. Vicar 
Apostolic The designs ibr the building were furnished by Mr. Bonomi, 
of Durham. 

9. A new Wesleyan chapel, at Houghton-le-Spring, was 

opened for Divine service. 

9. The election of Mayors took place throughout the kingdom. 

The following were appointed in this district: — NewoaatUy Thomas 
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Emerson Headlam (John Carr, sheriff). Oatesheady James Pollock. Sunder- 
land^ Richard Spoor. Durham^ John Burrell. Stodcton, Robert Lamb. 
Morpeth, E. A. Hedley. Beruncky George Johnston (John Clay, sheriff). 

November 1 4. The Snnderland borough police appeared in the streets of 
that town for the first time, and attracted much attention. 

18. The first number of the " Gateshead Observer" was pub- 
lished in that town, by Messrs John Lowthin and William Douglas. 

20. While a party of ladies and gentlemen were assembled at 

the works of Mr. G. Rennoldson, engineer, South Shields, to witness the 
trial of a new locomotive engine, a defect occurred in the safety valve, 
which caused the boiling water to rush out with considerable force. The 
youngest daughter of Mr. Rennoldson, about fifteen years of age, and a 
youth named Messenger, one of his apprentices, were so much scalded as 
to cause their death shortly after; and one or two others were seriously in- 
jured. 

2 1 . The foundation-stone of a new Primitive Methodist chapel , 

in Nelson Street, Newcastle, was laid by the Rev. W. Clowes, of Hull. 
The chapel, which was finished in the following spring, accommodates 
1,000 persons. 

24. Died, at Scone, Louisa, Viscountess Stormont, third 

daughter of Guthbert Ellison, Esq., of Hebbum Hall. Her ladyship was 
married to Lord Stormont in 1829. 

25. The chairman of the Great North of England Railway 

Company, G. H. Wilkinson, Esq., cut the first sod of that intended under- 
taking this day, near Croft, in the presence of a great number of specta- 
tors. 

27. The inhabitants of Bamardcastle, at a public meeting, 

resolved to present H. T. M. Witham, Esq., of Lartington, with some 
token of their esteem. Upwards of 2,000 names were placed upon the 
subscription list, and the testimonial ultimately took the form of a hand- 
some clock, which was presented to Mr. Witham on the 9th of April, 
1838. That day was kept as a holiday in the town, and the testimonial 
was presented in the presence of upwards of 4,000 spectators. 

28. The estate of Budle was offered for sale by auction at New- 
castle, but was bought in. A few days afterwards, it was purchased by 
Earl Grey. 

. A stone coffin, in which were two skulls, was found during 

this month in Tynemouth church-yard. 

December 6. A dreadful explosion occurred at Springwell colliery, near 
Gateshead, belonging to Lord Ravensworth and Partners. The cause of 
the accident was not discovered, as of the fifteen men and twelve boys 
who were working in that part of the mine, not one was rescued. {See 
page 10.) 

14. An explosion took place this evening, in the office of Mr. 

R. Proctor, broker. Quayside, Newcastle, which blew out the windows 
of the room and shattered the furniture and building. It arose from a 
young man in the office having been playing with a flask of gunpowder 
near the fire ; and his face and hands were severely burnt. 

20. The weather, about this time, was exceedingly stormy, 

and this day rain fell without intermission for several hours. The rivers 
were greatly flooded, particularly the Wear and the Brownie, and the 
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south coaches were detained for some hours at Sunderland Bridge, near 
Durham. In Sunderland harbour, the loss sustained by boats, keels, and 
timber drifting out to sea, was estimated at upwards of £3,000. At Bid- 
dlestone Edge, Northumberland, a boy, named Mennim, while on an- 
errand, wandered out of his road, and perished in the fog, and, though a 
most active search was made for him, his body was not found till the 8th 
January. 

1837. About the end of this year, a fine spring of water, strongly 
impregnated with the sulphates of soda, magnesia, and lime, as well as with 
carbonic acid and oxide of iron, was discovered on the property of Jona- 
than Eichardson, Esq., at Shotley Bridge. Mr. Richardson having built 
an elegant bath house, and laid out the surrounding grounds with consi- 
derable taste, the place was for some time afterwards much frequented by 
invalids, but it has never attained the popularity to which the valuable 
properties of the water, and the beautiful surrounding scenery, deservedly 
entitle it. 

1838, January 1. The Chartists of Newcastle and the neighbourhood 
held "a great demonstration in order to' enforce justice to the working 
classes.^ The party, about 2,000, assembled in St. Nicholas' Square, and 
walked in procession to the Parade Ground. Mr. Doubleday, Mr. P. J. 
Cobbett, the Rev. J. R. Stephens, and Mr. O'Connor, were the principal 
speakers, the addresses of the latter two being remarkably inflammatory 
and threatening. An " anti-poor-law dinner'' was held in the evening, in 
the Music Hall. 

3. The first number of a Conservative newspaper, called the 

" Sunderland Beacon," was published in that town, by Mr. John Kitchen, 
proprietor. 

■ 8. The first snow of the winter fell this day, and the storm 

continued, with trifling intermissions, till the close of the month. Con- 
siderable delay took place in the movements of the London and Eklin- 
boi^h coaches, and for one or two days some of the roads to the north 
were entirely blocked up. On the 14th and 15th, th^ frost became in- 
tense, the thermometer in Newcastle having marked 16 degrees below the 
freezing point on the former, and 17 degrees on the latter day. On the 
20th, tibie cold became still more severe; in Newcastle the lowest point was 
9} degrees of Fahrenheit, but at Prudhoe the thermometer was observed 
at 5, and at Ryton at 3 degrees, being 29 degrees below freezing. All 
the rivers in the district were completely obstructed. The Tyne was 
frozen over as low as Bill Point, and crowds of skaters appeared upon it. 
The Wear was in the same state down to Sunderland, and over it, as well 
as the Tweed, the Coquet, and many smaller streams, loaded carts were 
able to cross with safety at various points. The frost did not completely 
break up till nearly the beginning of March, and to alleviate the distress 
of the numerous destitute poor, considerable sums were raised by sub- 
scriptions throughout the district. 

. 13. Died, in London, in his 87th year, John Scott, Earl of 

Eldon and Viscount Encombe, High Stewanl of Oxford University, 
D.C.L., &c., &c. The deceased was the youngest son of William Scott, 
a coal fitter, in Newcastle, and was bom in his father's residence, in Love 
Lane, on the 4th of June, 1751 (the anniversary of the birth of George 
m.). The youth, like his brother William, afterwards Lord Stowell, was 
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educated in the Orammiir School at Newcutle, under the oelebrmtad 
Hoiiee, bnt wu removed by his father to Oxford about a month before ha 
re«ched fifteen. (See -page 52.) In 1767, be wm elected a fellow of UniTer^ 
ritj College; and in 1771. be gained the Chancetlor'B priee for his wmj 
■' On the Advantages and DisadvantBgeB of Foreign TraTel." Aj^eamtees 
were thne highly fovonrable for his advancetDent in the Chnnc^, wbm, in 
November, 1772, he married, at Blackehields, on the Border, Elizabetb, 
eldest danghter of Aubone Bnrtees, Esq., a banker in Newcastle, much 
against the wiahea of both his own family and hie wife's. He muriage, 
indeed, was only effected by his carrying offhis bride during the Bigbt, and 
the window throngh which she escaped from her Other's bouse on the 
Sandhill, immediately opposite to St. Thomaa' Chapel, ie etill to be seen. 
Having now turned his 
thoughts to the bar, ha 
entered the Middle Tranpla 
in 1773, but continned to 
reside chiefly at Oxford, 
eking out aa a tutor hia 
scanty income of abont f l&O 
a year In 1776, he was 
called to the bar, bnt for 
some time hu racoesa waa 
BO mdifierent Hiat he mada 
np his mind to reside in 
Newcastle, and pTactise aa 
a provincial barrister; and 
he had proceeded so fta as 
to engage a honse in I4lgrim 
Street, when arcnmstancea 
mdnced him to abandon bis 
intention. In 1777, tba 
well-known Stoney Bowes 
became a candidate for New- 
castle, and Mr. Beott was 
retained aa his counsel dnr~ 
ing the election, and waa 
afterwards employed in the 
proceeding which Mr. Bowes institnted for unseating his snccessfnl rival, 
Sir John Trevelyan. This was one of Mr. Scott's first retainers, and it 
was not hie last from the same person, for Mr. Bowes waa retnmed for 
Newcastle in 1780, and again engaged Mr. Scott to defend his seat, which 
waa attacked by Mr. Delaval. In 1781, Mr. Scott was offered the Re- 
cordership of hie native town, bnt a gleam of the prosperity which awaited 
him was now visible, and he declined the offer. Within two years he waa 
invested with the silk gown, and was elected M.P. for Weobly; and, 
though his powers as a debater were never efiective, he soon obtained the 
friendship and patronage of Mr. Pitt. The first fruits of his snpport of 
the Government was the office of Solicitor- General, to which he was ap- 
pointed in 1788; and in 1793 he was advanced to the Attorney- General- 
ship, and distingoisbed himself in that office by a series of the most vimlent 
state prosecutions ever known. In 1799, he became Chief Justice of th« 
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Gonunon Plaw, being at the same time raised to the Honse of Peers, by 
the title of Baron Eldon; and in Febraary, 1801, he became Lord Chan- 
cellor in the Addington administration, an office which he retained when 
Hr. Pitt retamed to office three years later, and until that Btateeman expired, 
in January, 1806. His sncceesor, Lord Erskiue, did not long occupy his 
high position; and Lord Eldon returned to the Woolsack in 1807, when, 
snatftined by the friendship of George III. and his snccessor, lie continued 
nnintermptedly to hold the Great Seal for the unparalleled period of twenty 
years, only retiring, in 1827, when the Catholic question rendered it im- 
possible for him to retun it. Ja June, 1831, the Countess of Eldon, whose 
influence over bis lordship was unbounded, expired, after an illness of two 
yeus ; and from that time, though he occasionally appeared in Parliament, 
Lord Eldon rarely was visible except to particnlar friends. Of his character 
it is almost unnecessary to speak. His decisions in the Court of Chan- 
cery, thongh delayed in a tedious and expensive manner, are an enduing 
record of Ue abilities as a lawyer, and have won the admiration of every 
judge who has succeeded him ; but his claims to be regarded as a statesman 
■re now given up by even his biographers. Like his elder brother, thongh 
addicted to the pleasnres of the table, he was parsimonions to a degree, 
uid, as might be expected, he left an enormous fortune, far exceeding even 
that of Lord Stowell. The personal property alone was sworn nnd«r 
£700,000 ; and this was esclusive of very large landed estates. His lord- 
ship had a family of two sons and two daughters. His eldest son, John, 
married Henrietta Elizabeth, daughter of Bir Matthew White Bidley, 
Bart., and died in 1805, leaving one son, who succeeded his grandfather in 
dM earidom. His second son, William Henry, died in hia father's lifetime. 




1% Bocompanying cut of his lordship's arms was engraved in 18S2, for the 
•eoond edition of the « Local Becords," which was dedicated by permission 
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to Lord Eldon, and his lordship was so gratified hy the dedication and the 
engraving that he afterwards remitted a handsome present to Mr. Sykes. 
His lordship's portrait was painted in 1816, at the expense of the Corpora- 
tion of Newcastle, and is placed in the Guildhall of that town. There are 
also numerous engravings of his lordship/ hut undoubtedly the finest is 
that by Doo, after one of the best paintmgs ever executed by Lawrence. 

Jamuxry 28. An explosion took place in the shop of Mr. Btont, Eling 
Street, South Shields, which set fire to the premises, and did considerable 
damage. It appeared that a youth, while alone in the shop, had been 
playing with gunpowder, and had accidentally set fire to a 51b. canister. 
He was very much injured, but recovered. 

February 6. Died, George Adam Askew, Esq., of Pallinsbum House, 
aged 67. 

10. Shieldfield colliery, near Newcastle, the property of T. 

James, Esq., having been re-opened, after having lain unworked about 
sixty years, the workmen were regaled with a substantial dinner. 

11. Died, at Sunderland, aged 48, the Rev. Robert Gray, 

M. A., rector of Sunderland. The decased held the rectory of Sunderland 
for eighteen years, and was highly respected by all ranks in that town. 
His funeral, which took place on the 20th, was attended by upwards of 
700 of the principal inhabitants, a great number of carriages of the neigh- 
bouring gentry, and a detachment of the SOth Regiment lying at Sun- 
derland. Shortly afterwards, a subscription was commenced for erecting 
a memorial to the memory of the deceased, and the sum received amounted 
to nearly £800. One-third of the fund was allotted to a marble statue, 
which was erected in March, 1840. The remainder of the fund was in- 
vested as an endowment for the Sunderland parochial schools^ which were 
thenceforth called the " Gray Schools." 

13. The owners of Radcliffe colliery succeeded in boring to a 

seam of coal, between four and five feet in thickness, about fifty-seven 
fathoms from the surface. 

16. At a meeting, held in Newcastle, the mayor in the chair, 

it was resolved to establish an asylum in that town for the employment 
and instruction of the blind, for the counties of Northumberland, Durham, 
and Newcastle. Premises were obtained in the Spital, and were opened 
for inmates in June; and in the following February the institution was 
incorporated with the " Victoria Asylum." {See June 22, 1838.) The 
institution was removed from the Spital to more eligible premises, in 
Northumberland Street, August 17, 1841. 

23. A fire broke out in the stack-yard of Mr. A. Young, 

Newton-by-the-Sea, which destroyed the whole of the contents, namely, 
twenty stacks of oats and two of wheat. 

24. A very great storm of snow took place throughout North- 
umberland and Durham, and, it being accompanied by a high wind, the 
roads were entirely drifted up for many miles in various localities, and all 
communications stopped. The Edinburgh mail was completely embedded 
about seven miles north of Alnwick, and had to be abandoned by the 
passengers, who reached North Charlton with some difficulty, and were 
detained there four days. No coaches from Scotland reached New- 
castle from the 24th to the 28th, and the Otterbum and Wooler roads 
were closed for seven or eight days. At Rothbury, on the 27th and 
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28th, the shops were unopened, owing to the impossihility of traversing 
the village. The disasters at sea during this storm were very calamitous. 
The Benwell trader, between Newcastle and London, was lost with a 
valuable cargo; and upwards of twenty vessels were driven on shore be- 
tween Hartlepool and Berwick, many of the crews being drowned. 
Daring the storm, an immense quantity of cod fish and haddocks was 
thrown on shore for several successive days near Berwick, much to the 
delight of the fishermen and poorer inhabitants. 

February 27. The bachelors of Sunderland gave a grand ball and sup- 
per to about 200 ladies and gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood. 
Sir Cuthbert Sharp presided at the supper; the vice-presidents being Dr. 
Brown, J. Scott, Esq., and W. Featherstonhaugh, Esq. 

March, During the spring of this year, the new county bridge at 
Stannington was opened for public use. The bridge is an oblique one. 

6. Died, at Hamsterley Hall, Durham, aged 71, Anthony 

Surtees, Esq. 

12. The jurisdiction of the Mayor's Court, the Sheriff's Court, 

and the Court of Conscience, Newcastle, were extended, by order of the 
Queen in Council, to the borough of Gateshead. 

21. Early this morning, the north end of the castle of Dur- 
ham was discovered to be in fiames, but, owing to an early alarm having 
been given, the fire was confined to the apartments of Mr. A. Watson, 
B.A., who had a narrow escape. The fire was accidental. 

23. Died, at Barnes, Durham, aged 93, Richd. Pemberton, Esq. 

28. Died, aged 74, Thomas Morton, Esq., one of the most 

snooessful of modem dramatists, and author of " Town and Country," 
" The Children in the Wood," " Speed the Plough," " The School of Re- 
form," " A Roland for an Oliver," and several other pieces of high repu- 
tation. Mr. Morton was a native of the citv of Durham, and left three 
sons, one of whom is the author of several farces, and another an artist 
of considerable merit. 

. About the middle of this month, a full-length portrait of 
Earl Grey, by Ramsay, was presented to the Literary and Philosophical 
Society, Newcastle, by the artist ; and the same institution also received 
a portrait of Lord Brougham, by Mr. A. Morton. 

AprU, The Northern Coal Mining Company commenced operations, 
with a capital of £500,000. Willington, Framwellgate Moor, and other 
royalties, were leased ; but in a few years the whole of the capital was 
expended, as well as an additional sum of nearly equal amount. 

6. A public dinner was given to T. C. Granger, Esq., the 

defeated candidate for the city of Durham at the last election, by his 
friends in that city. Mr. John Hall presided on the occasion. 

14. Died, in Newcastle, aged 62, Mr. Robert Nichol, the 

author of several compositions in prose and verse, some of which were 
printed in the '' Newcastle Magazine." 

15. Died, at Wharmley, near Hexham, aged 101, Mary 

Stokoe. 

21. A new market for the sale of meat and vegetables, called 

the Victoria Bazaar, was opened in Gibson Street, Newcastle, but it was 
not much frequented, and was soon discontinued. 
. 22. Died, at North Shields, aged 100, Mrs. Elizabeth Lyall. 
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She never used spectacles^ and had the use of all her facnlties to the day 
of her death. 

April 23. Died, at Ayclififo Heads, Durham, aged 80, Franda John- 
son, Esq. 

, Daring this month, the foundation-stone of a blast fomaoe, 

for the recently-formed Redesdale Iron Company, was laid by Mr. Hedley, 
at the works, which were situated about fourteen miles from Hexham. 

May 5. Died, in Ridley Place, Newcastle, aged 69, Nathaniel John 
Winch, Esq., for twenty-one years secretary to the Infirmary. Mr. 
Winch was the author of ^' An Essay on the Geographical Distribution 
of Plants through the Counties of Northumberland and Durham,** ^ Ob- 
servations on the Geology of Northumberland and Durham,** and a copi- 
ous Flora of the same counties. 

8. The foundation-stone of the bridge over the Tees, at Croft, 

for the Great North of England Railway, was laid by Mrs. Wilkinson, of 
Harperley Park, wife of the chairman of the company. The design of 
the bridge was by Mr. Welsh, of Newcastle, and the erection has four 
arches, each of 60 feet span, upon an angle of fifty degrees. The k^- 
stone of the north and last arch of this fine building was '^ set** on the 
9Ui April, 1840, by G. H. Wilkinson, Esq., in the presence of his brother- 
directors and a numerous body of the shareholders and their friends. 

■ 10. Joseph Lamb, Esq., and Partners, commenced sinking a 
new colliery at Beaton Delaval. The plan was a novel one, ground having 
been broken for six shafts, all within the compass of 600 yards. About 
the same date, E. R. G. Braddyll, Esq., and Partners, broke ground at 
Murton, near Hetton, for two double shafts, or four pits, within fcnrty 
yards of each other. 

— : 12. During the alterations which were being made in Ghttes- 

head church, several monastic and other copper coins, a stone oo£Sn, and 
a sculptured tombstone, were discovered by the workmen. 

17. A fire broke out in a house in the Back Row, Stockton, 

which, by prompt exertions, was soon extinguished; but a young man, 
named Robert Eden, lost his life by suffocation before an entrance was 
effected. 

22. A fight took place on Hedley Common, about eleven 

miles from Newcastle, between Robert Forbister, an enginewright, and 
John Brown, a whitesmith, both of that town. After fighting about an 
hour and a half, Brown received a blow which rendered him insensible, 
and he died in the course of the evening. Forbister was convicted at the 
Durham Assizes of the manslaughter, and was sentenced, by Mr. Baron 
Alderson, to four months* hard labour. Considerable excitement was 
caused in Newcastle by the Rev. W. Dodd, incumbent of St. Andrew's, 
refusing to allow Brown*s body to be interred in the churchyard. 

27. A fire broke out this evening in the blacking manufao- 

tory of Mr. Thomas Murray, Blackwall, near Gateshead, which destroyed 
the entire building and contents. 

28. Died, at Paris, of apoplexy, Samuel Penley, Esq., for 

some years lessee of the Theatre Royal, Newcastle. 

. During the spring of this year, Ralph John Lambton, Esq., 

gave up the maintenance of his celebrated pack of foxhounds, which were 
sold to Lord Suffield for £3,000. A meeting of gentlemen of the county 
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of Dnrham was held about the latter end of this month, at Durham, when 
measures were taken for raising funds for continuing the hunt, and for 
obtaining such a pack of hounds as would not discredit their predecessors. 

June 3. Died, in Bethlehem Hospital, London, Jonathan Martin, the 
incendiary of York Minster. He was brother of the eccentric William 
Martin, *' Philosophical Conqueror of all Nations,*' and of the talented 
painter, John Martin. The deceased, who had been in confinement since 
1829, was a confirmed maniac to his death, and his son Richard com- 
mitted suicide in the following August. 

7. A difference, on religious grounds, having occurred amongst 

the subscribers to the Blind Asylum, established in Newcastle, in Febru- 
ary {nee page 86), a portion of them met for the purpose of forming 
another institution, in which the inmates should, with certain exceptions, 
be restricted to the worship of the Church of England. This charity, 
under the title of the ^' Northern Asylum for the Blind and Deaf and 
Dumb,^ qpened a house in Wellington Place, Pilgrim Street, in June, 
1839, but afterwards removed to Charlotte Square, and in December, 
1848, devoted itself wholly to the education of the deaf and dumb. 

. During this month, the Rev. James Birkett, of Ovingham, 

invented a steam orgauy which was attached to the Tyne locomotive 
engine, belonging to the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Company. It 
had a compass of one octave without semi-tones. 

. Died, at Hed worth, near Jarrow, aged 100, Mrs. Robson. 

18. The Newcastle and Carlisle Railway was opened from 

Redheugh, a little to the west of Gateshead, to the city of Carlisle. At 
half-past nine o'clock the EMen arrived from Carlisle, with carriages 
containing the Mayor and Corporation of that city, the High-Sheriff of 
Cumberlaiid, several of the directors, and a number of their friends. The 
company immediately proceeded in barges and steam-boats to Newcastle, 
and on their arrival in that town the party were welcomed by the Mayor 
(Dr. Headlam) and several of the Corporate body. The visitors then pro- 
ceeded to the Assembly Rooms, where an elegant breakfast was prepared 
by the Company for about 300 persons, the chairman (M. Plunmier, Esq.) 
presiding. The repast being over, the company again returned to Red- 
heugh, where the Corporation of Oateshead had already arrived, and the 
▼ast number of ladies and gentlemen who had assembled for the purpose 
of travelling to the other end of the line, the countless spectators, and the 
numerous bands of music, made up a scene of great animation and gaiety. 
At half-past twelve the signal was given for starting, and the engines pro- 
ceeded out of the station as follows : — The Rapid Tpilot) ; the Meteor, 
with four carriages; the Victoria, with nine; the Wellington, with nine; 
the Nelson, with seven ; the Lightning, with ten ; the Tyne, with nine ; the 
Carlisle, with eight; the Eden, with ten; the Goliah, with nineteen; the 
Atlas, with seventeen ; the Sampson, with eleven ; the Newcastle, with nine ; 
and the Hercules, with eight. Altogether the passengers were estimated 
at nearly 4,000, and the trains when close together were about half a mile 
in length. The gay procession was received with great enthusiasm along 
the route, particularly at Corbridge, Hexham, and Haydon Bridge, and the 
whole party reached Carlisle between five and six o'clock. Dinner was 
provided for a large number by the directors, and after partaking of this 
rofreshment the passengers who had to return to the east made their way 
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to the station, £rom whence it was announced the trains woold leave at 
seven o'clock. The weather, unfortunately, was exceedingly unpleaaant 
during the afternoon, and, owing to various causes, it was not till after 
ten o'clock that the engines were ready to start, and the majority of the 
party were exposed during this delay to heavy rain. After leaving Car- 
lisle several accidents took place, by collisions between the trains^ which 
caused further delay, and the last engine did not reach Eedheugh until a 
little after six the following morning. 

June 20. Died, at Axwell Park, in his 77th year, Charles John 
Clavering, Esq., senior magistrate of the county of Northumberland. He 
held the office of high-sherifif of Durham from 1829 to 1833, and was a 
most active and upright magistrate of the same county. 

22. A meeting was held in the Guildhall, NewcaBtk, the 

mayor TDr. Headlam) in thechair, to consider what measures should be taken 
for celelbrating her Majesty's coronation, when it was resolved that, in- 
stead of illuminating the town, a subscription should be raised for the 
erection of a building, to be called the " Victoria Asylum for the Blind 
and Deaf and Dumb." The subscriptions soon after amounted to £1,100. 

27. Mr. James Wilkie, house-surgeon and secretary to the 

Newcastle Dispensary, in a fit of temporary insanity, threw himself from a 
window in Miss Bell's boarding-house, Grey Street, in that town, and died 
shortly afterwards. The deceased had been fifteen years in the above insti- 
tution, and he was so highly respected that upwards of 1,000 persons fol- 
lowed his body to the grave. 

28. This being the day appointed for her Majesty*8 corona- 
tion, a general holiday was observed throughout the kingdom, and no- 
where were the loyal feelings of the people more warmly exhibited than 
in Northumberland and Durham. In Newcastle, the churches and public 
edifices were ornamented with fiags, the topmost spire of St. Nicholas' not 
excepted, and the bells rang almost continuously throughout the day. 
The influx of visitors from the neighbouring districts was quite astonish- 
ing, no less than eighty-seven steam-boats with passengers having reached 
the Quayside. The Mayor and Corporation, after having voted a congrat- 
ulatory address to the Queen, attended Divine service at St. Nicholas' 
Church. At one o'clock, the Newcastle troop of yeomanry assembled on 
the Sandhill, and fired three volleys, the castle responding with a royal 
salute, and the troops then drunk her Majesty's health with hearty 
cheers. Soon after these proceedings, the multitude which thronged the 
streets departed for the Town Moor, to witness the races, and so immense 
a concourse was never before witnessed in the district. In the evening, 
a public dinner was held at the Turk's Head Inn, the mayor in the chair, 
and the Stewards of the Incorporated Companies also dined together in 
honour of the day. The poor in the various workhouses, and even the 
prisoners in the gaol, had been provided with ample means of joining 
in the festivities of the occasion, and the inmates of the hospitals were 
presented with five shillings each, for the same purpose. At night, 
the Guildhall, Assembly Rooms, Theatre, Post Office, the mayor's resi- 
dence, and some places of business, were brilliantly illuminated with 
various devices, and the streets were thronged till midnight by spectators. 
The festivities of the day concluded with a grand ball at the Assembly 
Booms, which was attended by 200 ladies and gentlemen. In Gateshead, 
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400 poor persona were regaled with an excellent dinner, and th^ Oorpora- 
tion afterwards dined together to celebrate the day. In North Shields, a 
distribution of meat, bread, and money, took place in the morning 
amongst 2,500 poor persons, in a tent erected for the purpose, in Howard 
Street; and 900 old seamen and watermen were also regaled with an 
excellent repast. Various other dinners also took place in the town, and 
there was a display of fire-works in the evening. The surplus viands were 
next day distributed in soup to 2,000 families. In South Shields, 
about 1,000 children, atten^ng the church schools, were regaled with 
dinner, and the poor were most abundantly provided for by a subscription, 
raised for the purpose. In Sunderland, 1,000 poor families, averaging 
four persons each, were served with dib. of meat and 3S). of bread, and 
many of the wealthier portion of the community dined at the various inns. 
In Durham, four bullocks were distributed, besides bread, groceries, and 
ale, and several dinner and tea parties were held; boat racing took place 
on the Wear, and a balloon ascended in the evening, from the Prebends' 
Bridge. In Alnwick, 130 of the poor dined in the Town Hall; a liberal 
distribution of money, meat and ale, was made to others who could not 
be accommodated there, and the freemen and freemen's widows received 
five shillings each. The inhabitants afterwards met in great numbers at 
the market cross, when her Majesty's health was drunk with great 
enthusiasm, and an ample supply of ale was distributed. A school, to be 
called the Victoria Infant School, was established in commemoration of 
the day, and dinners at the various inns closed the rejoicings of the inhabi- 
tants. At Hexham, Blyth, Morpeth, Stockton, Darlington, and indeed 
every town and village in the district, the attention to the poor was most 
considerate, and unalloyed happiness everywhere prevailed. 

June 28. A great meeting of the working classes was held on the 
Town Moor, Newcastle, for the purpose of petitioning in favour of univer- 
sal suffirage, &c. The party walked in procession from the town, and the 
number was estimated at about 18,000 persons. Mr. Doubleday was in the 
chair, and Mr. Feargus O'Connor was the principal speaker. The addresses 
were, as was usual about this time, of a highly inflammatory character. 

July 3. Married, at Alnwick, Edward John Glavering, Esq., of Callaly 
Castle, to Jane, only daughter of John Carr, Esq., of Bondgate Hall and 
Broxfield. 

5. The Northumberland Quarter Sessions were held for the 

first time in the new Court House at Hexham, in the apartment which 
had formerly been the assembly room in Mr. Beaumont's seat — Hexham 
Abbey. The alteration was highly approved of. 

— — 6. A thunder storm passed over Hexham and the neighbour- 
hood, in the course of which a man and a boy belonging to Ovington 
were struck by the lightning, and the former was killed. 

■ 10. Workmen commenced pulling down the houses in the 
Middle Street, Newcastle, preparatory to erecting a new eom market on 
the site. 

■ 11. The foundation-stone of a Jews' synagogue was laid in 
Temple Street, Newcastle. The building, which was a very mean one, 
was opened on the 19th September following, being New Year's Day, 
5599, according to the Jewish calendar. 

■ 16. An illicit still, in full operation, was found by the excise 
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officers at Codle^ Moss, thoat foar auiee from Bothbnry. It lud bem 
QxcATSted by the side of a peat moss, and wu quite under ground, a do<a'- 
way being contrived on one side to allow ingress and egress, 

Julg 16. Dnring the market at Uorpeth, a swarm of bees alighted 
apon a man and a boy standing near the Pack Horse Inn, and completely 
covered their faces. A hive having been procnred, and the qneen bea 
placed in it, her subjects were gradually attracted from their cariooa rart- 
ing places, and left both the parties anhurt. 

24. The mails between Newcastle and Carlisle were despatched 

for the first time by railway. 

25. Died, in Newcastle, aged 100, Mrs. Elizabeth Lnmsden. 

Anffiut. By an order in Council, the Queen confirmed a recommenda- 
tion of the ecclesiastical commissioners for the apprc^riation of certain re- 
venues of the see of Durham to the angmentation of small benefices within 
that diocese. 

11. Is pulling down some old buildings at Tyne Bridge-end, 

Oatesboad, the property of the Corporation of Newcastle, a quantity of 
silver coins of Charles II., William III., and Anne, were found under the 
flooring. 




20. The first exhibition of the North of England Society for 

the Promotion of the Fine Arts was opened in Market Street, Newcastle. 
The exhibition, which comprised many pictures of great excellence, created 
mach interest in the district, and, prior to its being closed, the wending 
dasses were gratuitously admitted from the 1st to the 8th November, 
when 18,670 persons passed through the rooms. 

■■■ 20. The eighth annual meeting of the British Association for 

the Advancement of Science commenced in Newcastle, and created In- 
tense interest throughout the district. A local committee had been 
formed some time before for the purpose of making preliminaiy arrange* 
ments for the reception of strangers, and nearly £3,500 was placed at its 
disposal by means of a subscription raised for the purpose. The applicationG 
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for tickets of membership by residents in the district far exeeeded the 
estimate originally formed; and they at last became so nnmerons that it 
was necessary to withhold any further issue, except to persons who con- 
sented to receive gratuitously at least one stranger into their houses. 
The Duke of Northumberland, President of the Association, arrived in 
Newcastle with his Duchess on the 18th, and took up his residence with 
Robert Leadbitter, Esq., in Westmorland House, Westgate Street, and his 
Grace's arrival heralded that influx of distinguished visitors from all parts 
of Europe, which continued up to the time of opening the proceedings. 
The association was divided into seven sections, which held meetings 
daily, as follows: — A. Mathematics and Physics — President, Sir Jol^ 
Herschell ; in the Lecture Room of the Literary and Philosophical So- 
ciety. B. Chemistry and Mineralogy — President, Rev. W. Whewell ; in 
the Moot Hall. C. Geology and Geography — President, C. Lyell, Esq.; 
in the Music Hall. D. Zoology and Botany — President, Sir William 
Jardine, Bart. ; in the Moot Hall. E. Medical Science^ — President, the 
Mayor of Newcastle (T. E. Headlam, Esq., M.D.); in the Surgeons* Hall. 
P. Statistics — President, Colonel Sykes ; in the Academy of Arts. G. 
Mechanical Science — President, C. Babbage, Esq. ; in the Lecture Room, 
Nelson Street. After the close of the sectional meetings each day the 
members dined together in the Riding School, at the Forth, which was 
extended and ornamentally fitted up for the occasion, and many of the 
nobility and county gentlemen sent presents of deer and other game for 
the tables. In the evening of the 20th, the first general meeting was 
held in the Central Exchange (which had been fitted up for the accommo- 
dation of 4,000 persons), the Duke of Northumberland in the chair, and 
the Mayor and Mrs. Mayoress afterwards gave a brilliant ball in the As- 
sembly Rooms to nearly 1,200 ladies and gentlemen. On the following 
evening, another meeting was held in the Central Exchange, for the exhi- 
bition and explanation of models ; and on Wednesday, the 22nd, the first 
conversazione was held in the Vegetable Market, which had been fitted 
up in a most elegant manner, and was greatly admired by the assembly. 
llie attendance at this brilliant festival was not less than 3,000. On 
Thursday, the 23rd, a general meeting was held in the Central Exchange, 
the Duke of Northumberland in the chair, for the purpose of giving the 
chairmen of the various sections an opportunity of detailing the proceed- 
ings which had taken place during the week. On the same evening, 
another ball was held in the Assembly Rooms, at which 700 ladies and 
gentlemen attended. On Friday morning, the 24th, a numerous party 
of members took a trip by steam-boats to Tynemouth, and, after break- 
fasting in the Barracks, they visited the ruins of the Priory and the various 
interesting geological features with which the neighbourhood abounds. 
On the same evening, a second conversazione was held in the Assembly 
Rooms, which had been greatly enlarged for the occasion, and the pro- 
ceedings were again extremely animated and delightful. On Saturday, 
the 25th, Lord and Lady Ravensworth gave a file champetre to upwards 
of 300 of the most distinguished visitors ; and on the same evening the 
concluding general meeting of the association was held in the Central 
Exchange, the Bishop of Durham taking the chair, in the absence of the 
President through indisposition. At this meeting it was announced that 
1,891 tickets had been issued to resident members, and 895 to slarangers, 
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Ixnng an aggn^to increase of 446 over the numbers at Liverpool, in the 
provions year. The total receipts were £2,410, lOs. The Marquis of 
Northampton moved a vote of thanks to the Mayor and Corporation for 
the hospitable reception the association had met with in Newcastle; and, 
after several other complimentary votes, the chairman announced the ter- 
mination of the meeting. During the week, a number of exhibitioiiB and 
entertainments of various descriptions took place in the town, and the 
principal manufactories were thrown open for the inspecti<m of visitarB. 

Auffust 21. A meeting of gentlemen interested in the formatioQ of a 
railway between Newcastle and Edinburgh was held in Newcastle^ when 
it was resolved; to obtain a report from Mr. GKiorge Stephenson as to 
the most preferable route. On the 13th of September, Mr. Stephenson 
recommended the line of the coast as being particularly favourable for the 
end in view; and on the 19th of November, he made another report as to 
the most desirable situation for the railway station in Newcastle. He 
recommended that the railway should cross the Town Moor and Leasesy 
and that a tunnel, commencing to the north of the Loazes Crescent, 
should be carried under Qallowgate and Westgate Street, ending at a 
piece of ground adjoining the Forth, where he proposed that a station 
should be erected for all the railways terminating at Newcastle. He also 
proposed to form a junction with the southern lines, by means of a bridge 
at a high level over the Close and the river Tyne. 

■ 24. The Durham Junction Railway was opened. A largo 
party of ladies and gentlemen, comprising many distinguished members 
of the British Association, left Newcastle by steam-boat, for South 
Shields, where two railway trains, accommodating about 400 persons, 
were in waiting; and the passengers having taken their seats, &e pro- 
cession started for the Victoria Bridge, constructed by Mr. Harrison, 
C.E., across the deep valley of the Wear, about two miles east of Lamb- 
ton Castle. Here the company alighted to inspect the noble erection, 
which had been built at a cost of £35,000. It consists of four principal 
arches, one of which is of 160 feet, one of 144 feet, and two of 100 feet 
span, having three smaller arches on each side ; the length of the bridge being 
810 feet, and its height from the bed of the river 157 feet. The bridge, 
which was designed from Trajan's bridge at Alcantara, occupied 714 
working days in building. The company soon afterwards proceeded 
About six miles further on the railway, when 100 waggons of coals, 
from the Marquis of Londonderry's colliery at Rainton, were attached to 
a locomotive, and the whole procession then returned to Shields. Unfor- 
tunately, in recrossing the Victoria Bridge, the engine of the second train 
ran into the carriages attached to the first, and some serious injuries were 
sustained by the passengers. At South Shields, a cold collation was pro- 
vided, Robert Ingham, Esq., in the chair; after which, success to the un- 
dertaking was drunk with enthusiasm. 

26. Tlie Bishop of Durham preached in St. Nicholas' Church, 

Newcastle, in aid of the funds for the erection of a National School, wheii 
the collection amounted to £71. The sermon was afterwards published. 

' 27. The brethren of the Trinity House, Newcastle, voted the 
freedom of that corporation, in silver boxes, to Captains Sir George Back 
and J. C. Ross, R.N., for their humane attention to the crews of the 
whaling ships frozen in the ice during the inclement season of lSd7. 
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August 27. At the anniversary meeting of the Natural History 
8ociety, Newcastle, it was announced that the Emperor of Russia, at the 
instance of the Elarl of Durham, had presented to the society a splendid 
collection of upwards of 1,000 Siberian minerals, in return for a similar 
collection of English specimens to be made by the institution. 

— 27. A meeting was held in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, 
for the purpose of considering the propriety of erecting a memorial to the 
memory of the late Lord Collingwood. Admiral Sir Charles Ogle pre- 
sided; and resolutions, approving of the erection of a monument to the 
above amiable and gallant native of Newcastle, were carried unanimously. 

— 28. The foundation-stone of a Wesley an Methodist chapel was 
laid at Hartlepool, by W. Skinner, jun., Esq., of Stockton. The building 
accommodates about 700 persons. 

September 1. An accident occurred in Howdon Pans colliery, by the 
sadden bursting in of a large quantity of water, by which three men and 
several horses were drowned. 

— — ^ 2. As the steam-tug Vivid was proceeding to sea, from North 
Shields, the boiler suddenly burst, by which two young men, named 
Greener, sons of the owner, were dreadfully scalded, and died shortly after 
in great suffering. 

4. The first exhibition of the Sunderland Polytechnic Society 

was opened, and was very numerously attended for several days. The 
contributions consisted of paintings, drawings, statuary, mechanical in- 
ventions, <&c., and the committee awarded twenty-four silver medals to the 
most praisew(»iJiy exhibitors. 

— — — 4. The foundation-stone of the new Com Market, St. Nicho- 
las* Square, Newcastle, was laid by the mayor (T. E. Hcadlam, Elsq.), 
assisted by the sheriff and other members of the Corporation. The 
building, which was designed by Messrs Green, was completed within a 
twelvemonth, and was opened for the sale of com on Satui^ay, November 
16, 1839, without any ceremony. The additional buildings fronting St. 
Nicholas* Square, designed by the same architects, were never erected by the 
Com Market Company, frcmi the inadequacy of their funds ; and, though 
the ground was purchased by the Corporation in 1847, for £7,000, it lay 
in a very discreditable state till 1855, when the Council determined to puU 
down the com market and reconstruct the whole on an improved plan. 
{See August 29, 1855.) 

' 4. A man, named William Cowell, a pipcmaker, of Gates- 

head, undertook, for a trifling wager, to leap from Newcastle bridge into 
the Tjme; and was drowned in the attempt. {See September 28, 1850, 
for a m<n*e successful act of folly of the same kind.) 

— ^— 7. One of those heroic actions which, for their romantic 
daring, are remembered for generations with admiration, occurred this 
morning upon the coast of Northumberland, and occasioned a burst of 
enthusiasm throughout Europe for the humble girl who had performed it. 
On the 5th September, the Forfarshire steamer, of 450 tons, left Hull for 
Dundee, in a very unseaworthy state, and, on the 6th, when in Berwick 
Bay, having encountered a heavy sea, she was forced to put back, the 
boilers shortly after becoming so defective that she was left to the mercy 
of the storm. On the morning of the 7th, the vessel struck against 
the Harkers' Rock, about half a mile from the Longstone lighthouse, on the 
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Fam Islands, and by the force of the collision the ship was cut into two 
pieces directly through the paddle-wheels. The hinder part of the vessel 
was carried through a feurful current called the Piper Gat, and the 
passengers who were in that portion of the ship were drowned in a moment. 
The mate, seven of the crew, and one cabin passenger, took to the long- 
boat at this juncture, were carried out to sea, and picked up in safety by 
a passing sloop; but the deck passengers and the remainder of the sea- 
men clung to the remaining half of the ship still upon the Harkers' Bock, 
and their cries of distress, as one by one they were carried away by the 
waves, were nearly drowned by the raging of the storm. Fortuiately, 
however, the piercing sounds reached the Longstone Rock, and Qnoe 
Horsley Darling, the daughter of the lighthouse-keeper, Mr. William 
Darling, awakened her father, who soon afterwards descried the wreck 
and the unfortunate beings who clung to it. No other help being nigh, 
those two heroic persons determined to attempt the rescue of their fellow- 
creatures, and having launched a small boat with the assistance of Mrs. 
Darling, they proceeded in a tempestuous sea to the spot. By a danger- 
ous effort the father landed on the rock, and the frail '^ coble** was 
preserved from being dashed to pieces by being rowed to and fro 
among the awful abyss of waters by the noble-minded girl. At length, 
at the risk of instant destruction, they succeeded in removing five of the 
crew and four passengers — all that were left alive; and the exhausted 
sufferers were safely carried to the lighthouse, where for three days and 
three nights their wants were administered to by the brave family to 
whom they owed their lives. Shortly after the hazardous enterprise of 
the Darlings had proved successful, the wreck was discovered by the 
fishermen of North Sunderland, and seven men (one of whom was a 
brother of Grace Darling) volunteered to attempt the rescue of the sur- 
vivors, if any still remained. With great difficulty they reached the 
vessel, but discovered nothing save the corpses of some of those previously 
lost; and the sea running very high, they were also obliged to row to the 
Longstone lighthouse, and were detained there for upws^ds of forty-eight 
hours by the violence of the storm. On the afternoon of the 9th, the 
waves abated, and the survivors from the calamitous wreck were then 
enabled to reach the shore, to detail the perilous achievement of female 
fortitude by which they had been saved. The captain, John Humble, a 
native of Tyneside, his wife, and about forty-eight others, perished with 
the vessel, and for some time afterwards the bodies of the sufferers and 
portions of the wreck were thrown upon different parts of the coast. The 
vessel and cargo were valued at about £20,000. The heroic action of the 
Darlings excited intense feelings of admiration throughout the kingdom, 
and the subscriptions and presents which were received by Grace and her 
family, from all ranks of the community, and even distant parts of Europe, 
evinced the public gratitude in a most conspicuous manner. The magna- 
nimous girl did not, however, live long to enjoy the fruits of her heroism. 
Bhe died on October 20, 1842, aged 26 years, and was interred in Ham- 
burgh church-yard on the 24th, upwards of 200 persons following her 
body to the grave. A very beautiful monument has since been erected 
over her remains, and another has been placed in the chapel of St. Guth- 
bert, on the Fam Island, within a short distance of the spot where she 
won a never dying fame. 
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September 10. An explosion took place this evening, in the shop of Messrs 
TumbuU and Co., saddlers, cfec, Union Street, Newcastle. A little boy, 
son of one of the partners, was playing at the time with an unloaded gun, 
when a spark from the flint fell into a drawer containing gunpowder, and 
suddenly exploded it, blowing out the windows of the premises, and se- 
verely burning the child. A boy, in an office above, jumped out of the 
window, from fright, and broke his arm. 

12. Died, at Sweethope, Northumberland, aged 101, Mrs. 

Violet Ridley, a very eccentric character. 

17. Died, at Castle Eden, in his 82nd year, Rowland Burdon, 

EJsq., representative of the county of Durham in Parliament fix)m 1790 
to 1806. Mr. Burdon was the only son of Rowland Burdon, Esq., an 
eminent merchant in Newcastle, and the purchaser of the estate of Castle 
Eden, and he was one of the earliest examples of a merchant representing 
an English county. One of his first efforts to further the prosperity of the 
district was the promotion of a turnpike road from Sunderland to Stock- 
ton, and soon after the successful completion of that undertaking, he con- 
ceived the magnificent design of connecting the towns of Sunderland and 
Monkwearmouth (then insignificant as regards either population or com- 
merce) by means of a lofty iron bridge. After long-continued exertions, 
he at length obtained an Act for the purpose, and the foundation of the 
erection, as well as of the prosperity of the locality, was laid on the 24th 
September, 1793. The bridge, then considered a marvel in mechanics, and 
which, even at this day, can never be beheld without surprise and admira- 
tion, was opened for traffic on August 9, 1796 ; Mr. Burdon^s share of the 
total cost (£33,400) having been no less than £30,000. Unfortunately, 
however, this true philanthropist was involved in serious difficulties by the 
failure, in 1803, of the bank of Messrs Surtees and Co., in Newcastle, of 
which he was a partner; his interest in the bridge was sold, and his life 
interest in his private estate, valued at £15,000, would also have been 
alienated, had not the gentry of the county, to their infijdte honour, 
entered into a subscription on his behalf. The estate was thus re- 
deemed, but Mr. Burdon only accepted the accommodation as a loan, and 
eventually repaid the whole amount. One of the last public efforts of the 
deceased was made in obtaining an Act for the Improvement of the Harbour 
of Hartlepool, in 1832, and the measure has been as productive of import- 
ant and beneficial results as any of those to which he lent his aid. On 
more than one occasion, attempts have been made in Sunderland to erect 
a suitable memorial to a man to whom, more than any other, the borough 
OW66 its astonishing prosperity, but the promoters have hitherto been 
treated with indifference and neglect. 

— — 18. The first show of a society, which was afterwards called 
the " Tyneside Agricultural Society," was held on the Seal, at Hexham, 
and exceeded the expectations of its promoters. In the afternoon, a din- 
ner was held, Mr. John Grey, of Dilston, in the chair. 

— 29. An explosion took place this morning, in the brig Char- 
lotte, when lying at Seaham, owing to an accumulation of coal gas from 
the cargo. Six men were burnt in a very serious manner by the fire, and 
two of them died shortly after. 

. Whilst the Union coach was returning from Edinburgh to 

Newcastle about this time, a shepherd*s dog came up to the coach at Cock- 

N 
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bumspatli, and accompanied the vehicle to Newcastle. The animal was 
compated to have run not less than ISO miles in the day. 

October, In the early part of this month, a marble statue of Elarl Grev, 
considerably larger than life, which had been executed by Campbell, in 
pursuance of a commission from a large body of influential noblemen and 
gentlemen, as a present to Countess Grey, arrived at Howick, to be placed 
in that mansion. It was highly admired as a work of art. 

. About this time, an Ebccise-office was opened in Saville Street, 

North Shields. The office was a great public accommodation. 

8. The Prince of Oude arrived at the Queen*s Head Hotel, 

Newcastle, and stayed there all night. On the following day, his High- 
ness, previous to his departure, visited the glass-works of Messrs Cookaon 
and Co., and some other manufactories. 

9. His Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex, arrived at Baby 

Castle, on a visit to the Duke of Cleveland, and stayed at that noble 
mansion for some days. 

11. The northern parts of England were visited by a g^e of 

wind, which continued till the morning of the 12th, and did great damage 
throughout the district. In Newcastle, a large chimney, nearly 70 feet in 
height, in course of erection by Messrs Ridley and Co., at the OasebnrQy 
was blown down, and the materials falling upon a neighbouring unoccupied 
house, buried the whole in a mass of ruins. At St. Peter's Quay, 
while nine men were employed in covering a shed in Messrs Shields and 
Co.'s factory, the wind caught the roof and tore it completely off, carrying 
with it two of the men, one of whom died shortly after, and the other had 
an arm and a leg broken. At Willington, a large piece of timber was blown 
from the railway viaduct, and fell upon a blacksmith^s shop 80 feet below, 
passing through the roof and breaking the shaft of a large hammer with 
which an old man was working at the time. Instead of expressing sur- 
prise, the eccentric occupant coolly took up another hammer, and recom- 
menced his work, unwilling to lose his *^ heat." At Sunderland, some 
booths at the fair were blown over and destroyed, and several of the occu- 
pants sustained injuries. A great number of serious losses occurred at sea. 
A passenger steamer between Newcastle and Edinburgh, called the North- 
em Yacht, with nine passengers and thirteen men, was supposed to have 
foundered near the Fam Islands, and neither the vessel nor its occupants 
were ever again heard of. On the 13th, there was a heavy fall of snow, 
and as much of the harvest still remained in the fields, a portion of the 
crop was never gathered at all. 

13. Five pilots belonging to South Shields, who had left that 

place to look out for light vessels, were accidentally drowned at the en- 
trance of the harbour by the upsetting of their coble. Their names were 
Martin and Peter Lawson (brothers); a father and son, named Nevins; 
and a youth named Phillips. 

15. A meeting was held in Sunderland, to take into considera- 
tion the heavy charges (4s. 2d. in the pound) levied by the Corporation 
for borough rates, police, &c. The meeting was a very stormy one, and 
ultimately the assembly dispersed without coming to any resolutions. 

23. Married, at Harrington Hall, Robert Eden Duncombe, 

eldest son of R. E. D. Shafto, Esq., of Whitworth Park, Durham, to 
Charlotte Rosa, daughter of the late Wm. Baring, Esq.^ of Lulworth. 
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October 25. Mr. Thomas Brunton, solicitor, was appointed Town Clerk 
of 6anderland, in the place of Mr. J. P. Kidson, resigned. 

25. George Frederick Young, Esq., was presented with a 

massive and elegant service of plate by the electors of Tynemouth, " iu 
testimony of the high sense entertained by them of the zeal, ability, in- 
tegrity, and diligence displayed by him, as their member, during the five 
years he represented the borough in Parliament." 

November. About the beginning of this month, a fine gold half-noble 
of Edward III. was found on the sand-banks at Newton-by-the-Sea, 
Northumberland. 

■ 2. A perambulation of the boundaries of the borough of New- 

castle was made by the Mayor and Corporation, accompanied by the 
Stewards of the Incorporated Companies. The procession proceeded from 
the Sandhill to Elswick, and thence by Coxlodge, Heaton, and Walker, to 
the place from whence it started. 

5. A seam of coal, 5 feet 7 inches thick, was come to this day, 

at Framwellgate Moor colliery, near Durham, the property of the Northern 
Coal Mining Company. The shaft was thirty fathoms in depth. 

— 9. A new mail commenced running between Newcastle and 
London, via the Newcastle and Carlisle Hallway. By this rather circuitous 
route, letters between the two places were transmitted in about twenty- 
six hours, and the London morning papers were delivered in Newcastle at 
one o'clock on the day after publication, instead of on the morning of the 
second day, as had previously been the case. 

9. The annual election of Mayors took place, when the follow - 

ing gentlemen were appointed : — Newcastle^ John Fife ( Wm. Brownsword 
Proctor, sheriff). Gateahead, John Barras. Morpeth, Thomas Jobling. 
Berwick^ Robert Marshall (John Wilson, sheriff). Durham, Thomas Green- 
well. Sunderland, Joseph Simpson. Stockton, Thomas Jennett. 

9. By a letter of this date, Mr. Richard Grainger offered to 

build new assize courts and corporate buildings in Newcastle, for the 
sum of £20,000, taking, in payment, a plot of ground and some old build- 
ings near the Cattle Market. The offer not meeting with the support of 
the Council, Mr. Grainger soon afterwards withdrew it, and erected a 
beautiful building for the District Banking Company on a portion of the 
proposed site. 

9. Died, at Whitfield Hall, aged 35, William Henry Ord, Esq., 

only son of William Ord, Esq., M.P., and one of the representatives in two 
Parliaments for Newport, Isle of Wight. Mr. Ord, who displayed no 
cmiinary talents as a statesman, was appointed one of the Lords of the 
Treasury in the first Melbourne ministry, in which office he exhibited an 
honesty of purpose and devotedness to the public interest that gave pro- 
mise of a life of distinguished usefulness to his country, and caused his 
early death to be widely lamented. 

' 11. Died, in London, aged 63, Mr. Charlton Nesbit, wood- 

engraver. This eminent artist was a native of Swalwell, near Gateshead, 
and was apprenticed to Thomas Bewick at an early age. In 1798, he was 
awarded the gold palette of the Society of Arts, for his famous view of 
the chorch of St. Nicholas, Newcastle, which he executed on no less than 
twelve distinct blocks of wood; and, in 1802, he received the society's 
sQver medal. His illustrations of Hudibras and Shakspere gained him 
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unqnalified praise from all admirers of the Fine Arts, and several of his 
other works are mnch prized. Mr. Neshit left London ahoat 1815, and 
he afterwards chiefly resided in his native village, where he executed a 
great number of engravings for various works. 

November 11. Died, at Bishop wearmouth, aged 103, SoBasma]! Davis. 

21. Died, at Acton House, aged 58, Mansfeldt de Cardonell 

Lawson, Esq. 

24. Died, in Newcastle, aged 43, Mr. Qeorge Blyth Butler, 

for many years a favourite comedian on the Newcastle boards. 

24. The body of a woman, named Eleanor Brownlee, but bet- 
ter known as '^ Pot Nelly,*' was found in Bavensworth woods, near 
Gateshead, in a state of decomposition. She travelled the country to the 
day of her death with '^ pots and nuts,'' and it was supposed she had died 
on the 10th instant, on which day she applied for a lodging during a 
heavy rain, and was refused, at a farmer's house in the neighbourhood. 
She was within a few weeks of 103 years of age, and perfectly remem- 
bered the Duke of Cumberland's arrival in Gateshead. She was upon 
Newcastle bridge when a portion of it was swept away in 1771, and wa8 
rescued by some keelmen by means of ladders. 

. 27. A fire broke out this afternoon in the skinnery of Mr. 

Timothy Wood, Bavcnsdown, Berwick, which entirely destroyed the 
building and stock, valued at about £600. 

December 4. Married, at Tynemouth, Frederick J. W. Collingwood, 
Esq., of Glanton Pyke, to Mary, youngest daughter of John Gollingwoody 
Esq., of Chirton. 

7. About half-past one o'clock this morning (Friday), a fire 

was discovered in the waiting-room of the Savings' Bank, in the Arcade, 
Newcastle, but, the fire engines being promptly brought to the spot, the 
fiames were subdued with but trifling damage. The police, on proceed- 
ing to examine the premises, were horror-struck to find the body of 
Joseph Millie, the assistant clerk of the institution, lying extended upon 
the hearth-rug of the bank, dreadfully mutilated, his skull being marked 
with twenty distinct wounds. A poker, considerably bent, and covered 
with hair and blood, was lying beside him, the walls of the room were 
bespattered with blood, and the pockets of the unfortunate man were 
stuffed with several pounds weight of coals and paper, apparently for the 
purpose of burning the body. On the other side of the room was next 
discovered the body of Archibald Bolam, the actuary of the bank, who 
was reclining on one arm, apparently half insensible, with a plaid wrap- 
ped round him, and blood slowly trickling from a wound in his neck. 
The room was in a very confused state, but the premises had evidently been 
intentionally set on fire. Bolam was immediately removed to the house 
of Mr. Glenton, chemist. Pilgrim Street, where surgical aid was procured, 
and shortly after he gave the following account of the shocking affair: — 
Having, he said, lately received two or three anonymous letters, threaten- 
ing him with bodily injury at his dwelling house in Gateshead, and one 
of them having been put under the bank door on the previous (Thursday) 
evening, he went over to Grateshead, putting out the candles, and leaving 
the bank unoccupied, Millie having gone to tea. When he (Bolam) re- 
turned, he found the candles burning in their socket*, and Millie lying on 
the hearth-rug, but supposed he had merely laid down to sleep. He 
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went towards his own desk, bat, while in the act of opening it, he was 
stmck down by a blow on the temple, and, on rising, he found the blow 
had been dealt by a man with his face blackened. He then rushed, shout- 
ing, to the window, when the man threatened him with the same fate as 
that of Millie. On his continuing his outcry the man knocked him down 
again, and, while lying on his face on the floor, he felt a cutting at his 
throat. He then became insensible, from further injuries. On recovering, 
he heard the footsteps of a man in the waiting-room, but durst not get up 
or make any outcry, and shortly after the smoke again deprived him of 
consciousness. — The news of this extraordinary tragedy soon spread 
through the town, creating an unparalleled excitement, and the neighbour- 
hood of the Blue Posts Inn, where the inquest was opened in the after- 
noon, was crowded to excess. Bolam, a son of Millie, the police who 
discovered the body, and others, were examined; and the story of Bolam 
appearing so incredible, he was confined in the gaol. On Wednesday, 
December 12, the inquest was resumed, and the examination of witnesses 
was continued on Thursday, and again on Friday, when the jury at length 
returned the expected verdict of " Wilful murder against Archibald 
Bolam."^ The statements of his housekeeper, Mary Walker, had been so 
contradictory that she was also taken into custody, but was subsequently 
discharged; about a month after, however, she was again apprehended, 
and committed to prison as an accessory after the fact, but was eventually 
liberated. As the spring assizes of 1839 drew near, the excitement 
throughout the country became intense, and, by the advice of counsel, 
Bolam removed the trial from Newcastle to Northumberland. On the 
4th of March, the prisoner was brought up in the Guildhall, Newcastle, 
before Baron Parke and Baron Alderson, when his counsel, Mr. Dundas 
and Mr. Knowles, prayed for the postponement of the trial until the sum- 
mer assizes, when the prisoner would have the benefit of a jury selected 
from distant parts of the county, and when the excitement would have 
probably in some degree subsided. After some discussion with the counsel 
for the prosecution (Sir G. Lewin, Mr. Wortley, and Mr. Granger), the 
postponement was granted, and Bolam, having pleaded at the Moot Hall, 
was transferred to Morpeth gaol. On Tuesday, July 30, 1839, this extra- 
ordinary case came on for trial before Baron Maule ; the counsel being the 
aame as on the previous occasion. The evidence brought forward was 
purely circumstantial, but the points which bore most strongly upon the 
prisoner were : — The trivial nature of the wounds and blows he had received 
from the ** black man*^ compared with those of Millie, or with the effects 
he alleged they had produced ; his pretended insensibility, but real watch- 
fulness and cunning when found in the premises ; the incompatibility of 
his statements, on the morning of the murder, with all the known facts of 
the case ; the want of correspondence between some cuts on his coat with 
others on his waistcoat, and of both with several superficial scratches on 
his body, which he stated had been made by the murderer; the remark- 
able fact that no cuts were to be found in his plaid, though it covered his 
body when found, and had never, he said, been removed since he returned 
toliie bank; the utter absence of blood upon the spot where, he alleged, 
he had been lying for several hours ; the appearance of blood upon the 
sleeve of his coat, and the clear evidence that it had been attempted to 
be removed by water; the prevarications of his housekeeper as to the hour 
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at which he visited his house on the evening previous to the murder; her 
admissions as to his sponging his sleeves, and numerous other points in 
which his or her statements were contradicted by others. The evidence 
for the prosecution occupied the whole of the day, and the prisoner was 
again brought to the bar on the following morning, when Mr. Dundas 
addressed the jury for the defence in a speech of upwards of two hoars 
and a half's duration, in which the most forcible facts adduced by the pro- 
secution were attempted to be explained away. The learned judge then 
summed up, and in a manner so highly favourable to the prisoner as to 
excite considerable surprise amongst both the bar and the public. He 
concluded by putting it to the jury whether, if they really thought the 
prisoner guilty, there was not great probability that such a struggle had 
occurred between the parties as to reduce the crime to manslftughter. 
llie jury then retired, and, after an absence of three hours, brought in a 
verdict of manslaughter, a result which Bolam heard with great com- 
posure. On the following day he was brought up for judgment, and, 
after a solemn asseveration by him of his perfect innocence, he was sen- 
tenced to transportation for life. The prisoner's only remark was '^ My 
lord, I regard that sentence as my death.*" The trial created a greater 
sensation throughout the kingdom than any case since that of Burke, at 
Edinburgh ; some of the London papers were at the expense of '* express- 
ing'' the proceedings daily, and the verdict was everywhere heard with 
the greatest astonishment. Bolam was shortly afterwards removed to the 
hulks, and sailed for Australia on the 16th October, 1839. 

December 19. A serious explosion occurred this evening, in Russell's 
Wallsend colliery, near Newcastle, which had previously been the scene 
of very dreadful calamities. {See page 40.) The present disaster fortu- 
nately occurred at a period when but few workmen were in the mine, but 
the whole of them, eleven in number, perished. Had the explosion oc- 
curred in the daytime, the result would have been as fatal as on the 
former occasion. The cause of the accident was not discovered. 

1839, January 7. The North of England was visited by one of the 
most tremendous hurricanes ever experienced in this country. In 
Newcastle, the barometer fell on the previous evening (Sunday) to 28 
inches, and soon after midnight the wind shifted from S. to W. 8. W., 
and gradually increased in fury until about eight o'clock in the morning, 
when its violence was perfectly frightful. From that hour until eleven 
o'clock the fall of chimneys, coping stones, slates and tiles was incessant, 
rendering it so dangerous to walk about that the streets were deserted, 
and business was quite suspended. To enumerate all the casualties that 
occurred would be impossible, but the following facts are the most 
worthy of record : — Tlie Infirmary had three stacks of chimneys blown 
down, which destroyed a large portion of the roof; upwards of thirty 
panes of glass were blown out, and five or six fine old trees were up- 
rooted in the garden. Tlie roof of the Assembly Booms was so much 
damaged that the mayor's ball, fixed for the following day, was postponed 
for a fortnight. At the Museum, a sheet of lead, weighing nearly two 
tons, was torn from the roof and carried for upwards of 100 yards from the 
building. St. Thomas' Church had four pinnacles destroyed ; and the Pri- 
mitive Methodist chapel, Blenheim Street chapel, and one or two other 
ecclesiastical edifices, sustained considerable injury. At Mr. Btrachau's 
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brewery, Barras Bridge, a chimney, 60 feet in height, was blown down, 
and the materials fell npon Messrs Bumup^s workshops, to the consterna- 
tion of the men, who, however, escaped. A tall chimney at Els wick lead 
works, another at Mr. Burt's steam mill in Thornton Street, and a third 
at Mr. Davidson's tobacco manufactory in the Side, were partially pros- 
trated, and the immense quantity of bricks which they contained did con- 
siderable injury, in falling, to the surrounding property. Two houses in 
Brandling Place were almost entirely destroyed, and the inmates were 
saved with some difficulty. At Arthur's Hill, the roof of a house was 
carried off in a body, the gable was next levelled with the ground, and 
the escape of the residents was almost miraculous. In Pandon Dean, two 
small houses were also demolished in a similar manner. A sheet of lead, 
weighing seventeen hundredweight, was torn off the roof of Mr. Baird's 
house in Northumberland Street, passed a few inches above the head of a 
person near the spot, and was driven with such violence against the house 
of Mrs. Coward, on the opposite side of the street, that the glass, frames, 
and shutters of two windows were shivered to fragments. The balus- 
trades of the Royal Arcade were completely destroyed, and a large quan- 
tity of glass in the domes, &c., was demolished. The wands of the bark 
mill of Mr. Beaumont, in Gallowgate, were torn off; while those of the 
Water Company's wind-mill, near the Grand Stand, were forced round 
with such velocity that the mill was set on fire, but the fiames were ex- 
tinguished by the prompt assistance of the neighbouring inhabitants. 
Upwards of thirty cases were reported in which stacks of chimneys had 
fallen through the roofs of houses, and the materials been deposited in 
ttnd around the beds of the inmates, but the personal injuries sustained 
were in no instance of importance; and, although many persons were 
thrown down in the streets, and blown for considerable distances, only two 
cases of broken limbs occurred in the town. At Byker, owing to the 
kigh position of the village, the damage to property was very great, and 
a little girl was killed by the overturning of a waggon. The river 
presented an extraordinary spectacle ; and it may be noticed, as one of the 
most striking evidences of the violence of the wind, that at the proper 
time of high water the tide had not risen more than eight inches above 
low water mark, and the following ebb tide was six feet higher than the 
flood. The Fox steam-boat was blown from its moorings, driven against 
the bridge, and sunk. The manufactories and houses along the banks of 
the river suffered greatly, the manufactory of Messrs Losh, Wilson and 
Belly at Walker, alone sustaining damage to the amount of £150; 
while at Whitehill Point, Mr. J. Sadler's house and property were injured 
to the extent of nearly £400. The storm began to abate about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, and it gradually subsided till the evening, when there 
was a considerable fall of snow, with severe frost. In Gateshead, the 
stoim raged with even more serious effects than in Newcastle. The beau- 
tiful chimney of the Brandling Junction Railway Company, just finished, 
and 115 feet in height, was prostrated. A chimney at Messrs Abbot and 
Co*g., 75 feet high, fell, with a fearful crash, and a man named Errick was 
killed, while another person narrowly escaped. The monument in the 
cemetery to the victims of cholera in 1832 was thrown down. In the 
Bottle Bank,, three houses were unroofed, and scarcely a building escaped 
without injury. Scotswood Bridge was impassable throughout the morn- 
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iag, and a man who attempted to traverse it on his hands and knees was 
hlown against the chains, and had his arm hroken. The destmction. of 
trees in the country was prodigious. At Chopwell, at least 20,000 trees, 
and at Minsteracres several acres of young wood, were entirely aprooted. 
At Capheaton, 300 trees were blown down; and Blagdon, Woolsington, 
Fenham, and many other seats were extensively inj ured. At North Shields, 
scarcely a house escaped, and there, as well as at South Shields, business 
was entirely suspended until late in the afternoon. At Bedford Street, 
North Shields, a most distressing calamity occurred in the residence of 
Mr. Orange, stationer, whose wife was buried in the ruins of the kitchen 
roof, and killed instantaneously. Several other accidents occurred, but, 
from the number of unroofed houses, it seemed surprising that the per- 
sonal injury should have been so trifling as it was. In South Shields, the 
house of Mr. R. Bowlby was nearly cut in two by the falling of its chim- 
neys, and Messrs Cookson's works sustained great injury. At Janrow, 
part of the gable of the house of the Rev. H. Nanney fell into his bed* 
room, together with the chimney, but the reverend gentleman fortunately 
escaped. In Sunderland, the large chimney attached to Mr. Richaid- 
son's steam mill, Durham Road, was blown down, and two men, named 
Robson and Moore (brothers in law), were killed on the spot; and a third 
had his thigh broken. At Fulwell Mill, another man, after being carried 
thrice round with the sails, was finally thrown about thirty yards, and 
killed. A great part of the roof of Bishopwearmouth Church, and part 
of that of the rectory, were blown off, and in Stafford Street, a boy was 
blown a considerable distance, and finally fell down a cellar, which caused 
his death. The mayor (Mr. J. Simpson) was also thrown down, and macsh 
cut. In Moor Street, a sailor had one of his legs broken by being thrown 
down. Several new houses were prostrated in South Durham Street; 
the mill of Mr. R. Gray, of Silksworth, and that of Mr. Farrar, in Bishop- 
wearmouth, were both blown over; and injuries to chimneys, roofs, and 
windows were almost innumerable. At Durham, the storm was at its 
height about eleven in the forenoon, when a new chimney, 120 feet in 
height, attached to the works of Messrs Henderson and Co., was hurled 
down, by which the machinery and warerooms were much damaged. A 
chimney at the gas works was also destroyed, and about fifty yards of the 
high and massive wall inclosing the gaol was levelled with the ground. 
Two stately elms in Palace Green, supposed to have been planted in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth, were torn up, and the same fate attended several 
others on the banks. The cathedral and college sustained much damage, 
Dr. Gilly's house being wholly unroofed. At Sadberge, near Darlington, 
the tower of the new church, containing the bells, was blown down, and 
fell into the body of the building. In Morpeth and the neighboniikood, 
the gale was very frightful. Mr. Purvis' pavilion was shivei^ to pieces, 
and the scenery, dresses, &c., blown in M directions. Longhirst Hall 
suffered greatly, Cresswell Hall and church were also much damaged, and 
Mitford Hall had nearly all the lead carried away from the roof. At Aln- 
wick, a portion of the south wall of the castle was thrown down, killing 
two horses. About 250 trees in the park were torn up, and many disas- 
trous losses occurred to farmers and others iu the neighbourhood. At 
Hexham, the Catholic chapel suffered very seriously, and several trees 
were torn up. A tall chimney was blown down at Warden Mill, and 
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damage wu aiutuiiad to the extent of £250. Such are but the more 
striking casnalties which occurred daring this fearful hurricane, the effects 
of which were viaihle for many months throughout the whole district. 

January 7. A fire broke oat this eveiung in the shop of itr. Cowper, 
groCer, Orainger Street, Newcastle, which completely destroyed the stock 
ajid fixtures ; but the property was saved by the exertions of the firemen. 

7. Harried, in London, Rowland Errington, Esq., of Bandhoe, 

Northnmberland, second son of Sir T. Massey Stanley, Bart., to Julia, 
eldest danght«r of Gtenentl Sir John Macdonald. 

9. St. James' Presbyterian chapel, Pottergate Street, Aln- 
wick, after being rebuilt, was re-opened by Dr. Lockhart, of Newcastle. 

15. A fire broke out in the warorooms at Messrs Hartley's 

glass works, Bishopwesrmouth, and, although it was soon extinguished, 
the damage done to the goods in the warehouse was estimated at £2,000. 

15. The westernmost portion of the Brandling Junction Rail- 
way, extending from Redheugh to Hillgate, in Gateehead, was opened. 
Tite directors and their friends met at Redheugh, and having entered a 
carriage, four waggons of coals from Low Moor colliery were attached, 
mid the train was drawn up the incline, and conveyed by horses to the new 
fltaith at Sillgate, where the coals were shipped amidst great acclamation. 

— 16. Mr. and Mrs. DiKon Dixon gave a ball and supper in Qm 

AsMinbiy Rooms, Newcastle, to a party of their friends, amounting to 
282, comprising most of the nobility and gentry of the district. Tlie ball 
wu opened by a conntry dance, led ofi* by Mrs. Bell and Mr. Dixon; 
qnadrUlee, &c., succeeded, and at half-past twelve o'clock the company 
repaired to the supper room, where a repast, consisting of every delicacy of 
the season, was laid out. Dancing was afterwards resumed, and was kept 
np till an early hour. 



The parish church of Gateshead, which had been closed 
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since May in the previous year, was ro-opened for Divine service, when a 
sermon was preached by the Bishop of Durham. 487 new sittangs had 
been gained by the alterations, the expense of which exceeded £1,200. 
The collection amounted to £45. [The wood-cut prefixed to this notice 
shows the appearance of the church at this date.] 

January 27. This morning, a fire broke out in some stables in Heath's 
Yard, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle. The stables contained four horses, and 
above was the workshop of Mr. Thompson, cabinet-maker. Two of the 
horses were destroyed, together with nearly the whole of the building and 
its contents. 

27. The parish church of Doddington, after undergoing a 

thorough repair, was re-opened for Divine service. The restored building 
afforded accommodation to nearly three times the former number of 
hearers. 

28. The constituents of Andrew White, Esq., M. P. for Sun- 
derland, gave him a grand diimer, at the Golden Lion Lm, in that town. 
About 200 gentlemen sat down, the chair being taken by Col. Beckwith, 
of Silksworth, and the vice-chairs by Messrs D. Jonassohn, W. Mordey, 
and A. J. Moore. 

■ 29. A meeting was held in the Guildhall, Newcastle, to con- 
sider the propriety of petitioning Parliament against the Com Laws. 
The mayor (J. Fife, Esq.) presided, and resolutions, condemnatory of the 
Com Laws, were moved and seconded by Mr. Aid. Losh, Mr. R. Ormston, 
Mr. J. Shield, &c., &c., and carried unanimously ; but, on the motion of 
Mr. Grcenhow, that a petition to Parliament should be adopted, Mr. 
Doubleday moved an amendment in favour of universal suffrage, which 
was carried, owing to most of the other party having previously left the hall. 

31. A prospectus, issued by Mr. Grainger, for converting the 

large building, in Newcastle, originally erected by him for a Com Market, 
into a News Room, having been warmly received, and 1,132 subscribers 
having been obtained, a meeting was held this day, the mayor (J. Fife, 
Esq.) in the chair, when a committee was appointed to superintend the 
fitting-up of the rooms. The building was styled the " Central Ex- 
change,", and was opened by a public dinner on Monday, June 17. 
The mayor presided on the occasion, and nearly 400 gentlemen were 
present. 

February 8. A new Wesleyan Methodist chapel was opened at Hex- 
ham, by the Rev. Robert Newton. The opening collections amounted to 
£100. 

9. Died, at Swansfield House, Northumberland! aged 91, 

Henry Gollingwood Selby, Esq., for 64 years Clerk of the Peace for Mid- 
dlesex. Having no surviving issue, his estates descended to hb gn^and- 
nephew, Prideaux Selby, Esq. 

■ 11. The foundation-stone of a new Relief chapel was laid at 
Alnwick. The building, which accommodates about 600 persons, was 
opened on the 22nd September following. 

19. A most disastrous fire occurred at North Shields this 

evening, in the premises of Mr. J. Wilson, baker, Clive Street, and the 
shop occupied by Mr. E. Wawn, bacon merchant. Mr. Wilson's family 
were aroused with difficulty, but all of them succeeded in effecting their 
escape, with the exception of one of his daughters, twelve years of age, who 
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perished in the flames. Every part of their wearing apparel, stock, fur- 
niture, &c., was consumed. The flames were not extinguished till four 
o'clock on the following morning, when two houses at the rear of Mr. Wil- 
son's premises were also entirely destroyed. 

February 27. A meeting of the owners and occupiers of land in North- 
nmherland, was held at Morpeth, to petition Parliament against any 
alteration in the existing Com Laws. Sir C. Monck, Bart., took the chair, 
and resolutions were moved and seconded hy A. J. C. Baker, Esq., B. O. 
Mitford, Esq., Wm. Orde, Esq., &c., and carried. No discussion heing 
allowed, a meeting of the opponents of the Com Laws took place after the 
above, when a counter petition was adopted, on the motion of Mr. S. 
Donkin, seconded hy Mr. Darling. 

March 18. The opening of the Great North of England, Clarence, and 
Hartlepool Junction Railway, and the flrst shipment of coals from Kelloe 
colliery, took place, amidst great rejoicing at Kelloe, Hartlepool, and other 
places. 

^— 19. As the passenger train on the Clarence Railway, from 
Crow Trees to Stockton, was passing over Mainsforth Cars, near Bishop 
Middleham, one of the rails broke, and the engine was thrown off the 
line, and rolled down the embankment. The engineman, stoker, and 
guard were killed, but the passengers escaped uninjured. 

19. Died, at Alnwick, aged 78, the Rev. William Proctor, 

for forty years perpetual curate of Alnwick, and vicar of Longhoughton 
and Lesbury. The shops of Alnwick were closed on the day of his 
funeral, as a mark of respect. 

20. The " Newcastle Bank," which had been established for 

eighty<>four years, and was, with one exception, the oldest provincial bank 
in the kingdom, was incorporated with the Northumberland and Durham 
District Banking Company. The senior partner. Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., 
retired, as he had proposed doing at the close of the year, when the term 
of the partnership expired, but the other members, Mr. C. W. Bigge, 
Mr. W. Boyd, Mr. C. J. Bigge, Mr. R. Boyd, and Mr. Spedding became 
large proprietors in the united establishment. The notes of the old bank 
were withdrawn, and the circulation became exclusively that of the Bank 
of England. {See Syres, August 22, 1755.) 

22. Some experiments took place at the mouth of the Tyne, 

for the purpose of testing a new " harpoon gun" invented by Mr. W. 
Oreener, of Newcastle, for the purpose of harpooning whales. The har- 
poon, with a three-quarter inch rope attached, was propelled about 40 
yards with great correctness of aim, and the invention gave much satis- 
faction. 

29. The Wesleyan Centenary chapel, at Bell's Close, erected 

at a cost of £400, was opened by the Rev. P. Hardcastle. 

— — . During this month a clock was placed in the tower of Monk- 
wearmonth church. 

April 1. — Mr. B. R. Haydon, the celebrated painter, delivered the first 
of a coarse of lectures on his art, in the Music Hall, Newcastle, to a large 
assemblage.* 

♦ Lectured last night at Newcastle, and was received with great enthusiasm. The fair 
was going on. On leaving Newcastle, I went to Hull, and found it very far behind New- 
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April 1. The Chartists of Newcastle entertained Mr. Thomas Dotilde- 
day to a public tea, in the Music ELall. Upwards of 500 persons were 
present, Mr. Thomas Gray in the chair. 

1. The ^^ Cumberland and Westmoreland Wresiliiig Soeiety 

of Newcastle'^ held their first wrestling matches, in an endosore near the 
Spital. The prizes, three in number, amounted to £28. The sodety has 
been highly successful, and is now the most important of the kind in the 
kingdom, its prizes in 1857 having increased to £140. 

8. Died, at Bum Hall, Durham, aged 61, Bryan John SalTiOt 

Esq. 

IS. The first entertainment given by a society for the im- 
provement of the working classes, was held in the Lecture Boom, Nelson 
Street, Newcastle. The amusements consisted of music and a leetorey 
and a similar meeting took place weekly, for about two years, the admis- 
sion being twopence. 

19. The first number of a newspaper called the " Port of 

Tyne Pilot,*' was published at No. 7, Dean Street, South Shields. It was 
discontinued on December 80, 1842, after 193 numbers had been published. 

24. Whilst some workmen were savdug up an American oak 

tree, in Blyth dock, they found a living toad in the middle of the solid 
timber, about 11 feet from the root. 

26. The ship Ida, Currie master, the property of Messrs 

Johnson and Cargill, of Newcastle, arrived in the Tyne fix>m Calcutta, 
with a valuable cargo of sugar, &c. This being the first vessd which 
had arrived in the port direct from India, the event created some in- 
terest. 

28. The boiler of the Morning Star steam-vessel exploded 

near Howdon dock, by which two of the crew were killed. 

30. This morning, a police-constable, when on duty in the 

Postern, Newcastle, heard cries of a female under one of the grates of the 
common sewer 1 Implements having been obtained, the grate was lifted, 
and the woman extricated. Her name was Margaret Scott, and she most 
have wandered through the sewers for a considerable distance. 

. Gerard Blisson Wharton, Esq., was appointed Clezk of the 

Peace for the county of Durham, vacant by the death of Banington 
Price, Eaq, 

May 4. The '^ Newcastle, Hamburg, and Rotterdam Steam-ship Com- 
pany ** was formed during this year. The John Wood steamer, their 
property, sailed this day for Hamburg for the first time, and was fol- 
lowed on the 7th by the Clyde, which sailed for Rotterdam, and on 
the 11th by the Queen Adelaide, also for Rotterdam. The undertaking 
did not, however, prove successful. In a few years the capital invested, 
£18,000, was entirely lost, and the shareholders were called upon to pay a 
further sum in order to wind-up the concern. 

5. Died, at Durham, aged 100, Mrs. Margaret Gent. 

— - 20. For some weeks prior to this date, considerable alarm was 
manifested at the proceedings of a large body of the working men of the 
kingdom, who, under the name of Chartists, had held numerous meetings 
in idmost every town and village. Their object was the advocacy of uni- 
veroal suffirage, annual parliaments, vote by ballot, no-property qualification 
for members of parliament, and the payment of representatives. Those 
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meetings were so numerous that it would be impossible to notice them 
separately in a work of this description, but the assemblies which took 
place on the above day (Whit-Monday) were of too important a character 
to be altogether omitted. They were held " by command of the National 
Convention" (a body which had been elected from each town and district 
in the previous November, and was still sitting in London), and their ob- 
ject was to determine what course should be adopted in case the Govern- 
ment rejected the " People^s Charter." In Newcastle about 10,000 per- 
sons met upon the Town Moor, Mr. Thomas Hepburn in the chair, and 
the principal speakers were Mr. Ayre, Mr. J. Blakey, Mr. G. J. Harney, 
Mr. Devyr, Mr. Lowrey, Dr. Taylor, and others, ^e language of several 
of those persons was highly inflammatory. A similar meeting was held at 
Sunderland, at which between 12,000 and 15,000 persons were present, 
Mr. James Williams in the chair. These assemblies, as well as those in 
other parts of the country, had engaged the attention of Government, and 
an the 15th of May a large quantity of ammunition arrived in Newcastle 
from the stores at Tynemouth, and a portion was served out to the soldiers 
in the garrison. Bimilar preparations were made at Sunderland, but fortu- 
nately every thing passed off peaceably in both towns. (See July 7.) 

Mcttf 21. The portion of the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway which 
extends from the company's depot near the Elswick Shot Tower to Blaydon, 
was opened with some ceremony. The opening for passenger traffic did 
not take place till the 26th of October. 

23. A fire broke out in a cottage at Elwick, near Belford, on 

the farm of Mr. Younghusband. Four cottages where wholly destroyed 
before Uie flames were got under. 

■ 28. The first coals from Garmondsway Moor colliery, the 
property of Messrs Braddyll and Co., were shipped at Hartlepool. 

80. Died, at North Shields, aged 101, Mrs. Mary Short. 

■ 81. This morning, about one o'clock, flames were discovered 
issuing from the back part of the coach manufactory of Mr. John Atkin- 
son, of Newcastle, whose premises, nearly two acres in area, extended 
from Pilgrim Street on the west, to Erick Street on the east. The fire 
was supposed to have originated from a flue in the smithes department, 
bat at the time of their discovery the flames were proceeding from the 
** fitting-up shop,*' and long before anything could be attempted to arrest 
th«r violence, they had spread with great rapidity over the adjacent 
buildings. The fire engines were speedily brought up, but for more than 
half an hour there was little or no water in the pipes, and the destructive 
progress of the fire was consequently unchecked for so long a period that 
all subsequent efforts to save any portion of the workshops were rendered 
quite futile. About two o'clock the fire was at its height, and from its 
immense body it presented an awful appearance, while the high breeze of 
wind which prevailed caused the utmost anxiety for the safety of other pre- 
mises. The efforts of the firemen in every direction were, however, most 
soeesssful, though the dye-house of Mr. Fenwick was entirely burnt down. 
Hie show-room of Mr. Atkinson's premises contained a number of finished 
oaniages, but by the timely arrival of a body of soldiera from the gar- 
rison, with two engines, it was preserved from injury, and the fire was 
got under about three o'clock. The loss of the proprietor was estimated at 
£16,000^ and his workmen lost tools valued at £600, but upwards of half 
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that sum was raised on their hehalf by public subscription. Mr. Atkin- 
son afterwards commenced an action against the Water Oompanj for the 
deficient supply of water in the pipes, but the matter was priyately ar- 
ranged. 

May, During this month, Mr. Robertson, of Lees, purohMed for 
1,000 guineas the hounds which Lord Suffield had bought of Mr. Ralph 
Jjambton. {See p. 88.) The pack was afterwards called the Northumberlaiid 
and North Durham Hounds, and it began the season on Wednesday, Oct. 
80, with a famous run from Etal to Paxton, in Berwickshire. 

June 13. Died, in Durham, aged 56, Thomas Greonwell, E^., mayor 
of that city, an office to which he had thrice been elected. Allan Wil- 
liam Hutchinson, Esq., was elected chief magistrate on the 20th, for the 
remainder of the municipal year. 

13. The head of a man was seen this day floating in the river 

Wear, near the bridge at Sunderland, and on examination it was found 
that the lower part of the body attached to it was tied by a rope to a 
heavy stone, and sunk in the stream. The skull was fractured into num- 
berless pieces, and the body was naked, save a flannel shirt and stockings, 
but it was soon afterwards recognised by two of the crew of the Phcenix, 
of Btettin, to be that of their captain, John Frederick Berckholtz, who 
had been last seen in the vessel on the night of the 11th. Subsequent 
investigation led to the committal of Jacob Frederick Ehlert, the mate of 
the ship, and Daniel Miiller, aged 19, the cabin boy, and they both con- 
fessed being accomplices in the murder, but mutually charged each other 
with the deed. At the ensuing assizes at Durham, before Mr. Justice 
Coltman, the youth was admitted a witness for the crown, and from his 
statement it appeared that on the night of the 11th the mate, after giving 
him some spirits, induced him to go into the cabin where the captain slept^ 
and while he (the boy) held a lantern, Ehlert struck the unfortunate 
master three heavy blows on the head with a hammer, by which death 
was caused immediately. He then drew the body up to the deck, and 
with the assistance of the witness let it drop into the river by a line at- 
tached to it. The criminals next got into a boat and rowed to near the 
bridge, dragging the body after them ; and the mate having procured a 
stone from the south shore, he tied it to the body, and let both sink into 
the middle of the stream. There were several circumstances in the boy's 
story corroborated by the crew, though nothing which actually criminated 
the prisoner, whose statement was that the lad had killed the captain and 
then induced him to assist in concealing the body. The jury found Ehlert 
guilty, and he was executed at Durham on the 16th of August, persisting 
in his innocence to the last. 

1 7. Whilst a small steam-vessel called the Queen Victoria was 

proceeding to Warkworth, with an excursion party from Shields, she 
struck upon Hauxley Head, near the mouth of the Coquet, and rapidly 
filled with water. Tlie passengers and crew were in a state of the most 
awful consternation, and their death seemed almost inevitable, when their 
situation was perceived by a number of fishermen, who manned six boats, 
and succeeded in rescuing the whole party. Tlie excursionists were brought 
home in carts, and reached Shields about five o'clock on the following 
morning in a woful plight. 

■ 18. The opening of the Newcastle and North Shields Railway 
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was celebrated in both towns with great rejoicing. At twenty minutes to 
twelve, a train of carriages, containing the directors and their friends, 
and drawn by the Wellington engine, left the Newcastle station, and was 
followed in a few minutes by a second train, conducted by the Hotspur. 
The procession excited great interest all along the line, the sides of which 
were crowded throughout with the neighbouring inhabitants; and the 
party arrived at Shields at ten minutes to one o'clock, amidst the hearty 
cheering of thousands assembled. Two additional trains arrived soon after 
from Newcastle, and the company, about 700 in number, then sat down 
in a marquee erected near the premises intended for the Tynemouth hotel, 
where an elegant repast was provided by the directors. Mr. R. Spoor 
presided ; but the conviviality of the day was curtailed by a heavy storm 
of rain, a notice of which will be found below, and the company returned to 
Newcastle in the best manner they could. The shops in North Shields 
and Uowdon were closed; business being quite suspended in honour of the 
day. The railway was opened for general business on the 22nd of June. 

June 18. That portion of the Brandling Junction Eailway which 
extends from South Shields to Monkwearmouth was opened. Three 
trains, containing the directors and a numerous party of the shareholders 
and their friends, left the South Shields station, shortly after twelve 
o*clock, drawn by the Newcastle, the Tyne, and the Wear engines, and the 
trains arrived at Monkwearmouth in about half-an-hour, amidst great 
aoclammation. An elegant collation was provided at the Wheat Sheaf inn, 
to which about 300 persons sat down, William Brandling, £sq., in the 
chair; and after the usual toasts, &c., the company returned to the railway 
station, and arrived at South Shields without the slightest accident. At 
all the towns on the line the day was celebrated by the closing of shops, 
and every token of rejoicing. 

18. About four o'clock this afternoon, a tremendous thunder 

storm visited Newcastle and the neighbourhood. Rain continued to de- 
scend with the utmost fury for nearly two hours, during which time the 
quantity of water which fell, and the amount of damage done, was almost 
incredible. Upon the Leazes a great accumulation of water took place, 
trhich overthrew several yards of a wall, about two feet thick, near the 
Leazes Lane, and the water which thus escaped rushed in the direc- 
tion of Percy Street, and carried away another wall, near Mr. Bruce's 
school. At the Barras Bridge there was also a great flood, which com- 
pletely filled the kitchens of two houses, and forced away the partition 
wall between them, causing great apprehension for the safety of the foun- 
dations. The flood which rushed from Gallowgate and the Town Moor, 
down the Dam Crook, soon caused an immense lake in Newgate Street, 
and completely closed up that thoroughfare. The shops of Mr. Brank- 
ston, grocer, Mr. Ridley, publican, and others, were inundated with water to 
the depth of several feet, and many persons suffered serious losses. Li the 
Westgate and Westgate Street, the torrent rushed with prodigious force, 
and several houses at the bottom of the latter thoroughfare were deeply inun- 
dated. Li the lower part of the town, the flood was, of course, felt still 
more severely. The Sandhill was impassable for nearly two hours; 
Dean Street, the Side, and the Butcher Bank, were each the channel of a 
great stream, and in the last-named street a boy was carried away by the 
flood, and caught with some difficulty at the comer of the Sandhill. 
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Nearly all the cellars in that part of the town were filled witii water, and 
great loss was consequently incurred. At the Stock Bridge the water 
was five feet in depth, and the quantity of furniture, flour, bread, &c.<t 
destroyed in the houses, shops, and warehouses, was quite enormons. In 
Gateshead, the torrent was also prodigious, but, with the exception of 
some injury sustained by Mr. Atkinson, grocer, the loss of property was 
inconsiderable. At Tantoby, a man and his wife, named Teasdale, and 
one of their children, were killed by lightning, while sitting in their 
house. At Byers Green, a railway labourer was struck dead. At 
Beamish, six or seven quarrymen were thrown down by the lightning, 
but were not injured. Near Alnwick, a pig was struck dead in a cart, 
but the driver and horse escaped harmless. More or less damage was 
sustained throughout the district, either from the lightning or the flood. 

June 20. Married, W. H. Charlton, Esq., eldest son of W. J. 
Charlton, Esq., of Hesleyside, to Barbara, third daughter of Michael Tas- 
burgh, Esq., of Burghwallis. 

24. The Newcastle-upon-Tyne Baths were opened. {See p. 64.) 

The baths were built from a design by Mr. Dobson, and the e(Mst of their 
erection and fitting up was nearly £8,000. The building was 176 feet 
by 134; and the principal entrance was by an elegant arcade leading into 
spacious lobbies. [In consequence of the limited patronage bestowed on 
the institution, the arcade, lobbies, and waiting-rooms were soon after 
converted into an inn.] 

24. The foundation-stone of a new Wesleyan chapel was laid 

at Allendale Town. 

26. A new Roman Catholic chapel was opened at Belling- 

ham, when high mass was performed by the Rev. Mr. Brown. The cha- 
pel, which is of Gothic architecture, was designed by Mr. Dobson, of 
Newcastle. 

— ■■ 27. A destructive fire occurred in the brewery of Messrs 
Hoult, Proctor and Co., at West Auckland, owing to an over-heated 
flue. Several hundred bushels of malt were consumed, as well as the 
west wing of the brewery. 

28. About half-past eight o'clock this morning, an appalling 

explosion occurred in the west workings of the Hilda Wallsend colliery. 
South Shields, the property of Messrs Brandling. Upwards of 150 per- 
sons were at work at the time, and their dwellings being closely adjoining 
the pit, the most agonizing scenes took place as soon as the calamity be- 
came known. About 100 of the party were fortunately working at some 
distance from the site of the explosion, and were enabled to escape. By 
the generous efforts of their fellow-workmen, fifty lifeless corpses were, 
with difficulty, discovered, and brought up, some dreadfully mutilated by 
bums, whilst others had been suffocated by the after-damp. One of the 
sufferers had been in the other part of the mine, but returned into the 
workings to look for his son, and fell a victim to his affection. The pit 
had been worked about fifteen years, and during the whole of that time 
no serious explosion had occurred, although the men invariably used can- 
dles, and it was supposed the accident had arisen from some person having 
needlessly gone with an open light into a disused part of the mine. By 
this sad calamity, nineteen widows and forty-four children were thrown 
upon the charity of the public. A meeting was held on the 1st July, at 
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South Shields, the Rev. James Can* in the chair, when it was resolved to 
ndse a subscription for the relief of the sufferers, and £1,572 was raised 
for that purpose, in a very short period.* 

c/t/iie. The colliery at Ivestone, near Shotley Bridge, was won this 
month by Messrs Black, Ray and Co. The seam was 4 feet 7 inches 
in thickness. 

. About the latter end of this month, the singular discovery 

was made of the skeleton of a whale in the crypt of the castle of Durham. 
It was afterwards found, from a letter of Bishop Cosins to his steward, 
Miles Stapylton, that the whale was cast on shore near Easington, in the 
year 1661, and had been placed in the castle by order of his lordship. 

July 1, The foundation-stone of a new chapel for the Wesleyan Asso- 
ciation was laid at Seaham. 

2. A fire occurred in the tan-yard of A(r. John Ridley, at 

Hexham. A considerable quantity of the stock was removed, and the 
damage did not exceed £400. 

— 7. The Chartists of Newcastle were considerably excited this 
day by the news that Dr. Taylor, one of their leaders, hacl been appre- 
hoided for sedition, at Birmingham, and that Mr. G. J. Harney had also 
been arrested at Bedlington. A crowded meeting, to denounce the pro- 
ceedings of Grovemment, was held in the evening ; and from this date 
till the end of the month assemblies took place almost nightly in the 
Forth and other places, and the most violent language was indulged in. 
Pikes began to be seen in the streets, an immense number having been 
made at Winlaton, and sold at Is. 6d. each, and at a meeting on the 9th, 
a Mr. Mason announced that 10,000 of these weapons had bien ordered. 
On that day a very violent meeting was held at Sunderland, which was 
attended by pitmen from Tliornley, Haswell, and other places; and 
another took place on the 10th, as well as many more subsequently. 
The great recommendation of the speakers was, that the Chartists 
should hold themselves in readiness for the " Sacred Month," which 
was fixed by the National Convention {see p. 109), to commence on the 
17th August, and which it was expected, would revolutionise the country. 
The excitement seemed to increase with the number of the meetings, and 
on the 20th, a band of rioters, from the Bide, Newcastle, which soon in- 
eressed to a mob, overthrew the few policemen who were on duty in that 
neighbourhood, and then commenced an attack upon the lamps, which 
were all put out, and next upon the Union Bank, in St. Nicholas' Square, 
the shutters and windows of which were nearly all destroyed. The mob 
then moved down Mosley Street and Dean Street, not a house escaping 
damage from brickbats and stones; but the '* Tyne Mercury" office, in the 
latter street, was a notable instance of their vengeance, the window frames 
and glass in the premises being wholly knocked to pieces. The police 
fovce by this time mustered strongly, and, with the mayor at their head, 

^ In compliance wlih the suggestion of BIr. James Mather, a committee was appointed 
toon aftv this occnnenee, to investigate the causes of accidents in mines, the committee 
c(Misiatuup of Mr. Ineham, chairman ; Dr. Winterbottom, and Messrs Shortridge, J. W. 
Roxby, J. Clay, E. ^11, R. W. Swinbnme, W. K. Eddowes, and A. Harrison \ ^retnries 
—Mr. MaUier and Mr. Salmon. In 1842, a report of their laborious investigations was 
pablished, and it was deemed so valuable that it was afterwards reprinted b^ the Govern- 
ment, being termed by a Parliamentary committee " a repertory of information, extensive, 
Important and accurate." It has also been reprinted in Belgium, Germany, and France, 
waa mm everywhere received with great approbation. 
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they Boon succeeded in dispersing the rioters. On the 22nd, Messrs 
Williams and Binns, of Sunderland, who had been at the head of the 
Chartists in that town, and had distinguished themselves by seditions 
language, were also apprehended and committed for trial ;* and, on that 
day, the Councils of Gateshead and Durham passed resolutions for the 
swearing in of special constables, with a view of putting a stop to the 
riotous assemblies which prevailed. A similar step was taken by the 
Corporation of Sunderland on the 2drd, when 400 gentlemen enrolled 
themselves ; and, on an attempt in the evening to hold a meeting, the 
magistrates attended and ordered the populace to disperse, under pain of 
more coercive measures — a threat which fortunately proved effectual. On 
the 23rd, another meeting was held in the Forth, Newcastle ; but, on the 
24th, the mayor (J. Fife, Esq.) issued an order for the dispersion of any 
future meetings held in the town, and invited the peaceable inhabitants to 
come forward as sj)ecial constables — a request which was responded to by 
about 600 persons. Notwithstanding repeated cautions which were issued 
by the authorities, a number of men from the country marched to the 
Forth on the 30th, and expressed their determination to hold a meeting. 
As soon as this was known, the mayor and Dr. Headlam left the police 
office on horseback, and were speedily surrounded by the mob, whom no 
persuasions could induce to disperse. The magistrates, therefore, shortly 
after eight o'clock, called upon the special constables, who had assembled 
in the gaol, and the whole body of constabulary was marched towards 
Westgate Street; while the mayor and Dr. Headlam rode towards the 
Forth, and made another attempt to disperse the mob, the only effect of 
which was to cause a cowardly assault upon both of them with stones. 
The meeting, however, was now at an end, and the Chartists followed the 
mayor along the road, evincing no intention to return to their homes. The 
Riot Act havingbeen read four times without success, the police were ordered 
to march forward, which they did with great effect, seizing upon all the 
banners of the mob, and capturing several of the most active amongst 
them, although at least twenty pikes were seen in the hands of different 
parties. The rioters next attacked the police with repeated volleys of 
stones, by one of which Dr. Headlam was slightly injured, but about this 
time the appearance of a troop of cavalry and some infantry, which had 
been sent for from the barracks, speedily put an end to the affray. The 
cavalry rode about in all directions, dispersing every knot of men which 
assembled, and one of the dragoons in his determination to clear the Royal 
Arcade, passed through on horseback and rushed down the long flight 
of steps which leads from it into the Manors. Before midnight, about 
thirty rioters had been captured, and the streets had assumed their usual 
appearance. On the 30th, six men were tried for the riot in the Side on 
the 20th, before Mr. Justice Coltman, when three of them were sentenced 
to various terms of imprisonment, and the others were acquitted. 

July 8. A fire broke out at Kellah, near Haltwhistle, a small village 
containing eleven farm houses and cottages, eight of which were con- 
sumed, with nearly all the furniture and contents. The origin of the fire 
was not ascertained. 

10. The foundation-stone of a now bridge over the river 

* At the following aasizes the>' were sentenced to six months' imprisonment. 
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Tweed, at Norham, was laid by Mrs. Robertson, of Ladykirk, in the 
presence of a great number of spectators. September 7, 1840, the bridge 
was opened with much rejoicing. 

July 18. The first cargo of coals from Comforth colliery, the pro- 
perty of Messrs Rippon, of North Shields, was shipped at Hartlepool. 

August About the beginning of this month, Sir William Chaytor, 
Bart., sold the Witton Castle estate, in the county of Durham, to D. 
Maclean, Esq., M.P. for Oxford. The price, it was stated, was £95,000. 
The purchase money, however, was never paid, and Mr. Maclean, in July 
1846, was adjudicated a bankrupt, having fled to the continent deeply 
embarrassed. (See August 27, 1851.) 

5. The new church at Shadforth, in the parish of Pittington, 

was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. The church, which is dedi- 
cated to St. Cuthbert, is a very elegant one, and contains 505 sittings. 

— — 10. Died, at Hartlepool, aged 100, Hannah Sharp. 

12. This being the day appointed by the Chartists for the 

commencement of the ^* Sacred Month," some anxiety was manifested as 
to the result. In Newcastle, and the other towns in the district, however, 
the number of workmen who '^ struck'^ was extremely limited, and so 
ridiculous did the demonstration become, that it terminated in a few days. 
At Winlaton, the strike was general, but did not endure much more than 
a week ; and the few collieries at which similar proceedings took place 
were very soon again in full operation. Military were despatched to 
Cramlington, Seghill, and Winlaton, in anticipation of an outbreak, but 
there was no disturbance at any of these places ; and, indeed, from this date 
the Chartist movement gradually declined. During the month, sixty 
pikes were sent in to the county magistrates by workmen at Seghill. 

— 15. Coal was won at Whitworth colliery, the property of the 
Durham County Coal Company. The seam was 2 J feet thick, at a depth 
of 108 feet from the surface. 

16. A meeting of the inhabitants of Morpeth was held, to 

consider what should be done with the old workhouse, which had been 
acme time unoccupied, when it was resolved to convert it into an alms' 
house for aged poor persons not receiving parochial relief. A subscription 
was immediately commenced, and the building was soon after altered in 
the manner proposed. 

16. The first annual meeting of the Newcastle and Shields 

Steam Packet Company was held, when the report stated that 132,000 
panengers had been carried within the year; and a dividend of 7} per 
oent. was declahKl. The undertaking, however, was ultimately unsuc- 
oessfuL 

20. A fire broke out this morning, in the house of Mr. Earle, 

atraw bonnet manufacturer, Dowell Place, Bishopwearmouth, ^nd, not- 
withstanding every exertion, the flames were not extinguished until the 
whole of the premises were destroyed. 

27. At a meeting of Chartists in Newcastle, it was resolved 

to establish a " Joint Stock Provision Store," in shares of 10s. each. A 
great number of shares were taken, and the store was opened in the Side 
in the beginning of October, but, after existing till December, 1841, the 
concern passed into private hands. February 25, 1843, a dividend of Is. 
per share was returned to the original shareholders. 
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August 27. A bazaar was opened at Darlington, for the purpose of 
liquidating the debt on Trinity Church. The aggr^ate proceeds amounted 
to £707. 

29. The branch railway from Sacriston colliery to the Stan- 
hope and Tyne line was opened, when several waggons of coals were 
shipped at Shields. At Waldridge and Pelton Fell, great rejoicings to(^ 
place, 500 persons being regaled with dinner, and 300 with tea. 

80. The Brandling Junction Railway, from Gateshead to 

Monkwearmouth, was opened, when sixty-one waggons of coals, ftom 
South Beaumont colliery, were conveyed along the line, and shipped at 
Monkwearmouth dock. A sumptuous entertainment was prepared on the 
occasion, at the expense of the Wearmouth Dock Company, at which Sir 
H. Williamson, Bart., presided. On the 5th September, the entire line 
was opened for the conveyance of passengers and goods, when the tnp 
from Gateshead to Monkwearmouth was performed by the Wear engine 
in forty-six minutes. 

31. A man, named John H. Mooney, was thrown head-fore- 
most from the third story of a disorderly house in Silver Street, New- 
castle, and was so severely injured that he died soon after. Two men, 
named Dv\'yer and Spark, who, it was discovered, had perpetrated this 
brutal act, were tried at the next assizes, before Mr. Justice Coleridge, 
and sentenced to fifteen years' transportation. 

September 9. The foundation-stone of the new church at the village of 
Tynemouth was laid by M. Bell, Esq., M.P. A procession, consisting of 
the clergy of the parish, the architects (Messrs J. and B. Green), the 
building committee, (&c., walked to the spot, and, after the ceremony, the 
party returned in the same order, when about 160 ladies and gentlemen 
sat down to diimer in a large marquee, llie church, which is dedicated 
to the Holy Saviour, is in the form of a cross, with a spire 95 feet high. 
It contains 500 sittings, 210 of which are free. It was consecrated 
August 11, 1841, by the Bishop of Durham. 

10. Tlie Newcastle Subscription Water Company^s reservoirs, 

at Westgate, having been finished, the town was partially supplied from 
them. They were four times the size of the old reservoirs. 

11. The Council of Gateshead ordered that the clock of St. 

Mary^s Church should bo repaired, and illuminated at night with gas. 
The improvement, however, was not effected until 1848. 

15. An incessant rain having occurred on the 14th, through- 
out North Northimiberland, the rivers of that district were flooded to a 
great extent, and, much com being still in the fields, a vast amount of 
injury was done. In the valley of the Coquet, the river rose several feet 
within half an hour ; and in the neighbourhood of Felton, the wide ex- 
panse of water was covered, for upwards of two hours, with sheaves of 
com, the spoil of seventy acres of ground inundated by the sudden flood. 
Upwards of fifty sheep were also lost in the neighbourhood of Rothbury, 
and a poor hare was observed floating down upon a sheaf of com. The 
Till swelled to an immense height, as did all its tributary streams, and 
from Wooler northwards many hundred acres were inundated. The 
Tweed was also very high, and the value of the com carried away was 
immense. At Norham, the arch of the fine bridge erecting there, having 
a span of 190 feet, was carried away on the morning of the 16th; and 
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the damage was estimated at nearly £3,000. The Wansbeck rose two 
feet higher than in the great flood of February, 1881, and the water was 
several feet deep in some houses at Morpeth ; a wooden bridge at Morpeth 
quarry was swept away ; the dam at Netherwitton was destroyed ; many 
acres of com were carried ofif ; and a number of sheep and lambs were 
lost. A stack of hay, of about three tons weight, was taken from 
Bothal Haughs, carried out to sea about four miles, and was finally 
landed, quite whole, upon Newbiggen Sand. The Heed, and the other 
rivers flowing into the North Tyne, were enormously swollen, but, perhaps, 
none so much exceeded its usual bounds as the rivulet which flows 
through Otterbum. Every house in that village, with but two excep- 
tions, were more or less flooded with water, and in many the inundation 
was several feet deep. The damage done was very considerable, but no 
loss of life occurred in any part of the county. 

SepUmber 19. One of the boilers of the steam-engine belonging to the 
8underland and Durham Railway, on Sunderland Moor, burst with tre- 
mendous violence, and entirely destroyed the engine-house. One man was 
unfortunately killed, and another was much injured. 

28. A new burial ground at Bamardcastle was consecrated by 

the Bishop of Durham. His lordship preached a sermon in the parish 
church on the occasion. 

28. The first annual meeting of the G^odric Club ^a society 

instituted for the purpose of preserving the ruins of Finchale Pnory, near 
Durham), was held at the priory, and considerable gratification was ex- 
cited by the repairs and improvements already effected by the club. 

26. The foundation-stone of a new chapel-of-ease was laid at 

West Herrington, near Houghton-le-Spring, by the Rev. R. Shepherd. 
The Rev. E. S. Thurlow, rector of Houghton, erected the edifice at his 
sole expense, being the third chapel he had so built in the parish. The 
chapel was consecrated September 8, 1840, by the Bishop of Durham. 

28. Died, at Witton Gilbert, aged 88, the Very Rev. Richard 

Bichardson, D.D., 59 years incumbent of that place, Rector of Brancepeth, 
and Chancellor of St. Paul's, London. 

■ 29. During Divine service in Benton Church, a portion of the 
building suddenly shrunk, in consequence of a " creep " in the coal work- 
ings below, and the consternation was so great that the service could not 
be concluded. The building continued to subside for some time, but ulti- 
mately the shrinking ceased in 1841, when the church was put into 
thorough repair by the coalowners of the neighbourhood. 

October 4. The first number of the " Northern Times '* newspaper was 
published in Sunderland, by Barnes and Beswick. It was incorporated 
with a previously existing newspaper, the " Sunderland Beacon." 

5. Died, in Newcastle, under melancholy circumstances, Mr. 

Robert Proctor, a respectable merchant of that town. 

— — ^ 5. The first number of the " Hartlepool, Stranton, and Seaton 
Herald" was published at Hartlepool, by Mr. J. Procter. It was discon- 
tinued soon i^r. 

■ 8. Died, at Belmont, Hereford, aged 92, the Rev, Richard 
Proeser, D.D., Canon, and formerly Archdeacon of Durham. 

14. Died, in South Shields, aged 103, Mrs. Jane Brown. 

16. A fire took place in the boat-building premises of Mr. 
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James Dowcy, Limekiln Shore, North Shields, and the place was wholly 
consumed before assistance could be rendered. 

October 16. A dinner was given at North Shields to Sir Charles E. 
Grey, M.P. for the borough. Mr. T. S. Dobinson was in the chair, and 
Mr. J. Lowrey and Mr. J. Irwin acted as vice-presidents. Upwards of 
seventy gentlemen attended the banquet. 

18. A fire broke out in a vessel called the Betsey, when lying 

in Shields harbour. The flames raged for some time with great fury, and 
much difficulty was experienced in preserving the neighbouring ships, ocm- 
siderable damage being incurred in the vessel itself before the fire was got 
under. 

23. His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex arrived at Lamb- 
ton Castle, on a visit to the Earl of Durham. On November 4, he visited 
Durham, where a congratulatory address was presented to him by the 
Corporation, and, on the following day, at a Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Freemasons, held at Chester-le-Street, a similar compliment was paid 
him. On November 7, his royal highness visited Newcastle, where he 
was received with a royal salute from the guns on the castle, and at the 
Assembly Hooms by a guard of honour of the 98th Regiment. A lodge, 
of Freemasons was held, at which upwards of 300 gentlemen attended, 
and after closing the proceedings connected with that body, addresses 
from the Corporations of Newcastle and Gateshead were presented, and 
received appropriate replies. The anniversary of the Society for the Pro- 
motion of the Fine Arts was then held in the same building, at which 
the Earl of Durham presided ; and the chairman, the Duke of Sussex, Mr 
Ord, M.P., Mr. Easthope, M.P., Mr. Hutt, M.P., Mr. Hawes, M.P., Mr. 
C. Buller, M.P., and others, delivered brief addresses. After the meeting, 
his royal highness partook of an elegant dejeuner, laid out in the large 
Assembly Room, the Mayor of Newcastle in the chair; and a number of 
complimentary speeches terminated the proceedings. During the morn- 
ing, his royal highness paid a visit to the Central Exchange, when Mr. 
Grainger was introduced to him, and shortly after inspecting the building 
the duke and his noble friends took their departure. After sojourning 
about a month at Lambton Castle, the royal duke proceeded to Howick, 
on a visit to Earl Grey. 

. About the end of this month, a subscription was commenced 

for the purpose of erecting a statue of the Duke of Northumberland in 
front of the Master Mariners' Asylum at Tynemouth. The artist ap- 
pointed was Mr. C. Tate, to whom tlie duke sat several times, but Mr. 
Tate unfortunately died before the statue was entirely completed, and it 
was finished by Mr. R. G. Davies. (See March 22, 1841.) 

Xoveinher. Died, at Cowpen, aged 102, Mrs. Scott. 

2. Died, at South Shields, aged 105, Mrs. Ann Brown. 

6. A meeting was held at Newcastle, the mayor (Mr. Fife) 

in the chair, to consider the propriety of erecting a bridge between that 
town and Gateshead at a high level. Li the report of Messrs J. and B. 
Green, the architects, they proposed to construct a timber bridge 110 
feet above the bed of the river, and having four arches, each of 300 feet 
span. Tlie meeting highly approved of the project, which was estimated 
to cost £100,000. {See Sept. 20, 1843.) 

8. A seam of coal, six feet thick, was won at Shincliffe col- 
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liery, upon which great rejoicing took place at Ford Hall, the residence of 
Mr. William Bell, the principal owner. 

Noveniber 9. The annual election of corporate officers took place, when 
the following gentlemen were elected: — Neiccastle, John Carr (Robert 
Boyd, sheriff'). Chieshead^ William Henry Brockett. Durham^ Allan 
William Hutchinson. Sunderland^ Joseph Brown, M.D. Stockton^ 
Thomas Jennett. Morpeth, John Creighton. Berwick, George Gilchrist 
(John Miller Dickson, sheriff). 

12. The foundation-stone of a large building, to be called the 

Athenseum, was laid in Fawcett Street, Sunderland, by H.R.H. the Duke 
of Sussex, with masonic formalities. His royal highness was escorted 
to the ground by the Earl and Countess of Durham, the Earl and Count- 
ess of Zetland, Sir Hedworth and Lady Williamson, and a numerous 
assemblage of the principal inhabitants of the district. A grand masonic 
festival was held on the same evening, in the Bridge Hotel, at which the 
Elarl of Durham, D.G.M., presided. The plans of the building, which is 
in the Ionic style, were by Mr. Billington, and include a capacious hall for 
public meetings, a large lecture room, a library, a museum, and a number 
of smaller apartments. The cost of the erection (£4,500) was defrayed 
by the sale of proprietary shares, donations, &c. The building was oj^encd 
on the 1st June, 1841. 

12. A young man, named Joseph Chicken, 18 years of age, 

a tailor, of Whittington, was stabbed in Hexham, by his brother-in-law, 
G^eorge Bams, an ostler and pig butcher at the latter place, and the un- 
fortunate youth died almost immediately afterwards. Tlic quarrel had 
arisen respecting some furniture belonging to Chicken's father, who had 
died a short time before the occurrence. Tiams was convicted of man- 
slaughter at the ensuing spring assizes, before Mr. Justice Erskine, and 
was transported for life. 

16. A gold noble of Richard II., in excellent preservation, was 

drawn from the bed of the river Tyne, near Newcastle Quay, by the 
dredger of the Corporation. 

— — • 19. At a meeting of the magistrates of the county of Dur- 
ham, it was resolved to establish a body of rural police for that county, 
consisting of a chief constable, five inspectors, and seventy-five constables. 
Major Wemyss was appointed the first chief constable. 

— — • 24. Early this morning, a man, named William Cain,^ was 
killed by a fellow-workman, named William Hamilton, in the yard of 
their master, Mr. Joseph Forster, in Union Lane, Sunderland. The 
men were sweeps, and had, it was supposed, quarrelled as to the pro- 
ceeds of some soot they had sold. Hamilton was tried at Durham spring 
assizes, before Mr. Justice Coleridge, and sentenced to transportation 
for life. 

29. A woman, named Susan Dagley, who worked in Messrs 

Pease's mills, Darlington, disappeared this day in a strange manner, and 
no tidings were heard of her till the 5th January following, when her 
body was found in the river Skeme. On examination, it was clear she 
had been murdered and thrown into the river; but nothing was ever elicited 
to explain the mystery. 

30. The foundation-stone of a new building, to be called the 

Corporation Hall, in Dovecot Street, Stockton, was laid by the mayor, 
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Mr. Thomas Jennett, in the presence of a nnmerons assemblage of the 
inhabitants. The building, which was opened by a soiree, given hy the 
mayor, on the 23rd October following, contained a justice room, news 
room, post office, and other apartments. In 1851, it was purchased by 
the Mechanics* Institute, for £1,100, more eligible public buildings hav- 
ing been erected. 

December, The Bishop of Durham presented a bust of himself, by 
Mr. Dunbar, to the Literary and Philosopliical Society of Sunderland. 

2. A fine specimen of tlie Maigre (Sciaene Aquila, Guv.), one 

of the largest of scaly fishes, was caught in the Tyne. It measured 5 feet 
2 inches in length, and was purchased by the Natural History Society. 

8. During Divine service in Alnwick Church, a part of the 

roof of the building was discovered to be on fire, owing to the overheat- 
ing of a flue. The congregation were dismissed wiUiont being made 
acquainted with the fact, and the flames were soon extinguished. 

9. As a man, named Bamet, was engaged in painting the 

underpart of the bridge at Sunderland, he accidentally dropped from a 
plank he was sitting on, and fell into the river below. Strange to say, he 
was not at all injured by his fearful fall, and was picked up by a boat. 

24. A fire broke out early this morning in the shop of Mr. 

Vincent, cutler. Low Street, North Shields, and in a very short time the 
stock and fixtures were entirely consumed. 

30. After about five months' labour, a new colliery, the pro- 
perty of the Derwent Coal Company, was opened at Medomsley. 

«30. A farewell dinner was given, at the Black Bull Inn, Ghttea- 

hcad, to the Rev. John Collinson, who, after an incumbency of nearly 
thirty years, was about to remove to the rectory of Boldon. The mayor 
(Mr. Brockett) presided, and, after dinner, a silver tureen and side-dishes 
were presented to Mr. Collinson, as a ^larting tribute of the afifection of 
the inhabitants, llic Rev. John Davics, D.D., was inducted aa Mr. 
Collinson's successor, February 8, 1840. 

. About the end of this month, a fish, known as the Opah or 

King fish, was caught near Hartlepool. It measured 5 feet 4 inches in 
length, and weighed 5st. 7fi). Another specimen of this gorgeous fish 
was caught on the 20th June, 1840, at Newbiggen, and weighed 701b. 

. In consequence of the long continuance of rainy weathoTi a 

large portion of the grain crops in the neighl)ourhood of Alnwick could 
not be removed till about the end of this month. On Christmas Day, a 
great quantity was got in, but some portions were not led till the com- 
mencement of January, and scarcely paid the expense of removal. 

1840, January 1. At a crowded meeting of the inhabitants of North 
Shields, Thpmas Young, Esq., in the chair, it was unanimously resolved 
to petition the Privy Council for a Charter of Incorporation for the 
borough. Same day, a meeting of the ratepayers of South Shields was 
held for the same purpose, when a resolution in favour of the Incorpora- 
tion of that borough was carried by a majority of 46 votes to 41. The 
Privy Council did not comply with either of the applications. 

1. A neat chapel was opened in Darlington Street, Hartle- 
pool, by the Presbyterian Ixxiy, when a sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Dr. Young. The chapel was built from the plans of Mr. Andrew Oliver, 
of Newcastle, and accommoilates 500 hearers. 
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January 2. The business of the Northumberland and Durham District 
Bank, in Newcastle (which had been carried on for some time in a part 
of the premises now occupied by the Bank of England), was removed to 
the new banking-house in Grey Street, opposite the Central Exchange. 
This elegant building was built by Mr. Grainger {see p. 99), and is, per- 
haps, the most beautiful of all his erections. 

7. Died, at Denwick, aged 100, Mr. Andrew Gladstoins. 

8. The friends of Robert Ingham, Esq., M. P. for South 

Shields, gave him a public dinner in that town, as a tribute of respect for 
Ids public and private character. Mr. Robert Anderson presided, and 
Messrs G. Potts and T. Salmon officiated as vice-chairmen. 

8. An explosion of gas occurred in Woodhouse Close colliery, 

near Bishop Auckland, by which Mr. Michael Robson Elliott, the principal 
viewer, was killed, and several other persons were much scorched. 

17. A fire broke out in the printing office of Mr. M. S. Dodds, 

Quayaide, Newcastle, the stock in which was almost wholly destroyed. 

■ 20. A meeting of Chartists was held in Newcastle, to con- 

nder the case of Messrs Frost, Williams, and Jones (who had been sen- 
tenced to death for high treason on the 16th). The language used on 
this occasion was violent in the extreme, and a man named James Ayre, 
wlio had offered to '^ sacrifice himself in the van," was apprehended and 
oommitted for trial. Before the summer assizes, however, he decamped, 
sud his recognizances were estreated. 

*-^— - 22. A chimney, near Winlaton, 220 feet in height, which had 
been built in 1883, at great expense, for a contemplated alkali manufac- 
tory, fell with a great crash, during a gale of wind. 

29. Died, at Bcdlington, aged 110, Mary Lorimer. She was 

in service at Morpeth during the rebellion of 1745, and perfectly remem- 
bered the terror inspired by it. 

Fdruary 9. Di^, in Newcastle, aged 59, Mr. Luke Clennell, a cele- 
brated painter and engraver. The deceased was a native of Ulgham, 
Northumberland, and was placed, when very young, with a relative, a 
grocer in Morpeth, where he remained until ho was sixteen years of age. 
Some of hia essays in drawing having attracted attention, his friends 
were induced to place him as a wood-engraver with Thomas Bewick, of 
Newcastle, to whom he was indentured in April, 1797. After serving his 
apprenticeiship he continued for a few months with his master, and then 
proceeded to the metropolis, where he engraved many beautiful works, 
mmongst which may be particularly mentioned his large cut for the di- 
ploma of the Highland Society, for which he received £100 and the gold 
medal of the Society of Arts. Mr. Clennell made many of the drawings 
for the Border Antiquities, and eventually abandoned wood-engraving 
altogether from the support he received as a painter. He painted a large 
picture for the Earl of Bridgwater, representing the visit of the Allied 
Sovereigns to the Guildhall, London, in 1814; but, in 1817, he suddenly 
became insane whilst engaged on the best known of his works — the Charge 
of the Guards at Waterloo, and his mind never recovered its original 
strength. Mr. Clennell was one of the most distinguished of Bewick's 
pupils; his illustrations of Rogers' poems are almost unequalled as wood- 
engravings ; many excellent cuts in the " History of British Birds'' were 
also executed by him ; and it is not a little singular that seven cuts in 

Q 



122 LOCAL records; or, [ld40. 

that work, pointed out by one of Bewick^s biographers as affording ia- 
vourable instances of that artist's manner of representing water, were 
executed by Clennell, either from his own drawings or those of B. Johnaon. 
In April, 1844, a handsome marble tablet, by Davies, was placed in 
St. Andrew's Church, Newcastle, to the memory of the deoeaaed. 

February 10. This being the day appointed for the celebration of the 
marriage of her Majesty the Queen with Prince Albert of Saxe Coburg 
Grotha, business was entirely suspended, and every appearance of rejaicing 
was observable throughout this district. In Newcastle, the Goiporate 
body met in the Guildhall, and, shortly before one o'clock, a company of 
the Newcastle Yeomanry, under Captain Londne, took up their station 
on the Sandhill. A royal salute was fired from the guns on the castley 
which was answered at every seventh gun by &feurde-jaie from the volun- 
teer corps, the whole concluding with three hearty cheers. The mayor 
(J. Can*, Esq.) having briefly addressed the assemblage, the health and 
happiness of her Majesty and Prince Albert were drunk with much en- 
thusiasm. In the afternoon, a public dinner was held in the Central 
Exchange, at which 240 gentlemen sat down, the mayor in the chair. 
The stewards of the Incorporated Companies went in procession during 
the morning to the hospitals of the town, and gave half-a-crown to each 
of the inmates, ninety-five in number, to commemorate the happy event. 
The stewards afterwards adopted an address to her Majesty, and then sat 
down to an elegant dinner. The inmates in the workhouse and the pri- 
soners in the gaol were regaled with plentiful repasts; the out-paupers in 
the town received one shilling each from the Corporation, to whidi con- 
tributions, both of food and money, were added by private subscriptionB. 
The Corporation also gave half-a-crown each to the inmates of the hos- 
pitals, and sixpence to every boy in the Jubilee, the Clergy Jubilee, and 
other schools. The freemen and widows of the Trinity House hospital 
also received five shillings each. Numerous dinner parties were held in 
the various inns, and in the evening, by order of the mayor, there was a 
gprand display of fireworks on the Parade Ground. At night, a fancy 
dress ball was held in the Assembly Rooms, and a very brilliant gather- 
ing took place, 473 ladies and gentlemen being present. In (Gateshead, 
the poor were regaled with roast beef, <&c., and the mayor, nearly all the 
members of the Council, and other gentlemen, dined at the Half Moon 
Inn. At North and South Shields, the day was a general holiday, and 
the number of banners displayed in the streets, and from the ships in the 
harbour, gave both towns an air of great animation. At Sunderland, 
Durham, and all the towns and villages in the district, similar rejoicings 
took place, and the poor were everywhere most plentifully provided for. 
At Sewingshields Crags, near Hay don Bridge, one of the wildest spots in 
the scenery of Northumberland, and where legends of King Arthur, inter- 
mingled with those of our Imperial conquerors, still linger among the 
loyal but simple peasantry, a bonfire was lighted upon the greatest Roman 
work in Britain, and cast its ruddy glare over a vast expanse of country. 

22. An election took place of a member for the borough of 

Morpeth, in the room of Viscount Leveson, resigned. For the first time 
for thirty-eight years two competing candidates were in the field — the 
Hon. E. G. G. Howard, son of the Earl of Carlisle, and Major Hodgson 
Cadogan, of Brinkbum. The former was proposed by Mr. Petrie, and 
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seconded by Mr. Hood; the latter was nominated by Mr. Brewis, and 
seconded by Mr. Thompson. Both gentlemen addressed the electors, but 
as Mr. Cadogan declined to go to a .poll, his opponent was declared 
elected by a show of hands. 

February 23. Died, in Newcastle, aged 71, Sir Robert Shaffco Hawks. 
Hie deceased was knighted by the Prince Regent in April, 1817. 

— — 25. Charles William Bigge, Esq., having resigned the office 
of chairman of the quarter sessions of the county of Northumberland, John 
Cresswell Jobling, Esq., of Newton Hall, was unanimously appointed to 
fill the vacant office. At the following Michaelmas sessions (October 22), 
Mr. Bigge was presented by his brother magistrates with a magnificently- 
bonnd copy of the Statutes of the kingdom, as a testimonial *' of their 
admiration of his public and private character.** The arms of the county 
and of Mr. Bigge were on the back and sides, and the book plate, ele- 
gantly embossed, contained in each comer the arms of Monck, Burrell, 
Wallace, and Brandling, the four senior resident justices. 

28. John Bell, printer of the " Northern Liberator,*' was tried 

at Newcastle assizes, for a seditious libel published in that paper, and was 
aentenoed to six months* imprisonment. 

March 1. A fire broke out in the storehouse of Mr. W. Craig, rope- 
maker, Sonthwick, Sunderland, by which the house was entirely destroyed, 
together with all its contents. 

— — 5. Coal, of excellent quality, was obtained at Framwellgate 
Moor colliery, and the first cart-load was brought into Durham. The 
woikmen were plentifully regaled on the occasion. 

5. The foundation-stone of a new Wesleyan chapel, intended 

for 500 hearers, was laid at St. Lawrence, near Newcastle. At this time, 
the Wesleyan body had thirty-eight chapels on the banks of the l^ne, 
between l^emouth and Heidiam, which had cost in building £28,300, 
and were capable of seating 17,270 persons. 4,650 Sunday scholars were 
also connected with them. 

^ 8. A fire broke out this evening, in the house and shop occu- 

OTjned by Mr. William Cousins, tailor. Long Row, South Shields, and 
in a short time the whole of the premises, as well as the adjoining public- 
house of Mr. Wm. Yates, were completely destroyed, and several neigh- 
booring houses were much injured. A little girl, named Frances Place, 
perished in the flames; and the sufferers lost all their clothes and fumi- 
tore. A meeting was held on the 11th, and a subscription was entered 
into for their relief. 

— — 9. The chain of the shaft of Springwell colliery suddenly broke 
this day, by which three men lost their lives. 

— — 12. Married, in London, J. H. H. Atkinson, Esq., of Anger- 
ton, to Annie Louisa, youngest daughter of the late Wm. Ellice, E}sq. 

— 14. A fire broke out this morning in the cabinet workshops of 
Mr. James, situate in Erick Street, Newcastle. The workshops, which 
were three stories in height, were filled with wood, and nothing could 
eheck the progress of the flames until the destruction of the building and 
its contents was completed. A subscription was afterwards raised for the 
workmen who lost their tools. 

17. The vicar of Felton (the Rev. J. Allgood) was presented 

withahandsome candelabrum, as a testimonial of the estimation in which he 
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was hold by the inhabitants, after a residence of eighteen years amongst 
them. The presentation took place at the Northumberland Anns Inn, 
Felton, J. B. Goulson, Esq., presiding. 

March 17. This evening, great excitement was cansed at Dorham, on 
it becoming known that General Sir William Wilkinson had kiUed himself 
with a pistol in his house, in the North Bailey. The general, who was 85 
years of age, and immensely rich, was extremely eccentric in his habits, 
and had been for some time in declining health. He was the fifth son of 
William Wilkinson, Esq., of Newcastle, and was educated at the Qimm- 
mar School of that town, where he was contemporary with Lords Stowell 
and Eldon. The deceased was a K.C.B., and K.O.C. of St. Michael and 
St. George. 

20. The first iron ship seen on the T3me arrived at Shields. 

The vessel, which belonged to Liverpool, was called the John Garrow, and 
was 800 tons burthen. Her unusual appearance excited much interest. 

21. The Thomley Coal Company, after a lengthened and ex- 
pensive working, discovered a new seam of coal, four feet thick, 160 yards 
below the five-quarter seam. This important discovery, Which affected all 
the colliery districts of Durham, gave rise to much rejoicing. 

27. A fire broke out this morning in the joiner's shop of Mr. 

Hewitt, situated in Dovecot Street, Stockton, which entirely consumed the 
building and all its contents. 

April I, A boiler explosion occurred at St. Anthony^s oil mill, near 
Newcastle, whereby two young men, seated in the boiler shed, were blown 
into the river Tyne, a distance of 40 feet from the spot, and drowned be- 
fore assistance could be rendered. 

2. A fine vessel, named the Bucephalus, 985 tons bnrthen, 

was launched by Messrs T. and W. Smith, St. Peter's, Newcastle. This 
was the largest vessel which had then been built on the Tyne. 

6. A Polytechnic Exhibition for the benefit of the Mecha- 
nics' Institutes of Newcastle and Gateshead, and the North of England 
Fine Arts Society, was opened by a soiree. The exhibition, which was of 
the most extensive character, was entered by the Academy of Arts, Blackett 
Street, where a number of beautiful paintings were exhibited. The Joiners' 
Hall, entered from the last-named apartment, was fitted up for the exhi- 
bition of a large microscope, and other optical instruments. Betaming 
into the academy, the visitor next entered a temporary gallery thrown 
across High Friar Street, and connecting the rooms in Blackett Street 
with those in Grainger Street ; this gallery contained a number of water- 
colour drawings ; and several glass cases, arranged around the walls, con- 
tained a variety of antiquities and curious works of art. In the Victoria 
Boom, which succeeded, the articles displayed were so numerous and splen- 
did as almost to defy description ; but Mr. Orders racing trophies, won by 
Beeswing, a marvellous collection of English manufactures in porcelain, 
bronze, steel, silver, and glass, a series of beautiful coats of mail, and a 
great variety of ornithological specimens by Mr. Hancock, may be particn- 
larly enumerated. Connected with the Victoria Room were a refreshment 
room, and two other small apartments containing curiosities ; and on the 
opposite side a short staircase led to the Music Hall, which was almost 
entirely devoted to machinery and manufactures, and to which the con- 
tinual movement of so many articles imparted great animation. Descend- 
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ing the stairs of the Masic Hall, another room of smaller dimensions 
oontained a glass blower, an organ, and a quantity of miscellaneons con- 
tributions; and, lastly, another room on the same staircase was devoted to 
the delivery of lectures. This wonderful and interesting collection had 
been principally contributed by the neighbouring nobility and gentry, and 
by tradesmen of the town. The exhibition was at first opened for thirteen 
weeks, the season tickets for which were sold at 2s. 6d. each, and of these 
8,268 were disposed of. Of single admissions, at 6d. each, 72,285 were 
recorded, and there were besides 2,713 admissions to soirees. At the end 
of three months the exhibition was re-opened for a further period of seven 
weeks, during which 1,078 season tickets at Is. 6d. were sold, 3,402 per- 
sons admitted to soirees, and 28,963 single admissions, besides 3,479 chil- 
dren at a lower price. Altogether, the visits by season ticket^holders and 
others numbered 236,323. This brilliant exhibition was finally closed by 
a soiree on Wednesday, September 2, when the receipts were found to have 
reached £4,458, 15s. Id., leaving a clear surplus, for the benefit of the 
three institutions, of upwards of £1,500. 

April 10. A fire broke out this evening, in the shop of Mr. Bentham, 
High Street, Sunderland, by which damage to the amount of £200 was 
nistained. 

— 14. Died, in Edinburgh, aged 38, Henry John William Col- 
lingwood, Esq., of Lilbum Tower, Northumberland, a seat which had been 
finished, under his own superintendence, but a short period before, at an 
enormous expense. The remains of the lamented gentleman were deposited 
in Gomhill church, on the 22nd, in the presence of a number of the 
neighbouring nobility and gentry, and the tenantry of his estates. 

■ 17. A new Baptist chapel, at the end of the New Bridge, 

Newcastle, was opened, by the Rev. A. Eirkwood. The congregation had 
previously worshipped in the Weavers* Tower. 

' 25. A fire broke out on the premises of Mr. Ogle, Fallion 

fann, near Rothbury, by which a bam, thrashing machine, byer, four cows, 
and five stacks of grain were entirely destroyed. The rest of the premises 
were saved by the exertions of the neighbours. 

— 26. This was one of the hottest days ever known in Newcastle, 
the thermometer having stood, at half-past ten in the morning, at 102® in 
the sun — ^being a greater heat than had been recorded since June, 1817, 
when the thermometer once stood at 107®. 

-**— — 28. A steeple-chase took place at Morpeth, and, being the first 
whioh had occurred in Northumberland, it excited much interest. Four 
lionea started, and the race was won by Mr. Lamplugh's Mischief; Norma 
•eoond; and Locksley and Donald Gaird not placed. 

Mc^, About the beginning of this month, the Duke of Cleveland, 
from the infirmities of age and long continued sickness, relinquished the 
keeping of fox-hounds, which he had then maintained uninterruptedly for 
fiity-three years. The hounds were sold, on the 23rd May, at York, but 
brought only £262. 

— — — 7. An illicit still, artfully constructed in a cavern at the foot 
of the Tosson Hills, near Rothbury, and capable of producing 100 gallons 
d whisky weekly, was discovered by some excise officers. The place was 
onoocopied at the time. 

■ 10. Died, at Bishop Auckland, aged 100, Mrs. Ann Richlieu. 
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May 10. A fire broke out on board of tbe steam-tog liGlo, when 
lying in Sunderland harbour, and the vessel was very soon entirely de- 
stroyed. 

12. The foundation-stone of a chapel, for the Wesleyan Amo- 

ciation, was laid in Paradise Row, Darlington. The chapel, which was 
opened May 28, 1841, by Dr. Cox, of London, accommodates nearly 800 
persons, and was erected at a cost of £2,700. 

13. Died, at Lemington, aged 104, Mrs. Jane White. 

— 14. The foundation-stone of a chapel-of-ease to the chnroih of 
St. John, Newcastle, was laid at Arthur's Hill, by the Rev. H. W. Wright. 
The chapel — a mean edifice — ^was dedicated to St. Paul, and has aooom- 
modation for 700 hearers. It was opened for Divine service, April 22, 
1841, by the Rev. H. W. Wright. (See November 23, 1854.) 

17. A new chapel, for the Wesleyan New Connexion, was 

opened at Whitley. 

June 1. The railway constructed between Seghill and the river l^e, 
for the shipment of coals, was opened with considerable rejoicing. The 
line was afterwards adapted for locomotive engines, and became a passenger 
railway. {See May 3, 1847.) 

1. As a workman was removing a portion of the pavement in 

Silver Street, Sunderland, the skeleton of a human body was discovered 
a few inches below the surface. 

4. An Act for establishing a police force on the river Wear, at 

Sunderland, received the Royal assent. The police were embodied in the 
following September. 

7. A new church at Seaham Harbour, erected in the Gbthic 

style of architecture, principally at the expense of the Marquis of London- 
derry, was opened. It was dedicated to St. John, and was calculated to 
seat 400 persons. 

8. The foundation-stone of a new chapel for the Wesleyan 

Secession body was laid in Brougham Street, Bishopwearmouth. The 
chapel was opened June 1, 1841. 

10. The foimdation-stone of a new church was laid at Crook, 

Durham, by G. H. Wilkinson, Esq. The building was opened in 1843, 
and accommodates about 450 persons. 

12. A boiler at Birtley iron works exploded with great vio- 
lence, one-half of it being thrown 200 yards, and the other 150 yards, 
and the building itself was almost entirely destroyed. Twelve of the 
workmen were seriously scalded, and one of them died from the efifect of 
his injuries. The houses in the village were much shattered by mis- 
siles, &c. 

12. The West Durham Railway, extending from Byers Green 

to the Clarence Railway, near Black Gate, was opened. A number of 
waggons of coal, and several carriages with passengers passed along the 
line, and dinners and other festivities took place in the afternoon. 

16. Married, at Meldon, William, eldest son of William Cnth- 

bert, Esq., of Beaufront, to Mary, fourth daughter of Isaac Cookson, Esq., 
of Meldon Park. 

— — 16. A goods train on the Stockton and Darlington Railway 
took fire when near the former place, and a quantity of merchandise was 
destroyed. The damage was estimated at nearly £1,000. 
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JuM 18. Brierdean Bridge, between Hartley and Blyth, bnilt at a 
cost of upwards of £600, was opened with much ceremony. A dejeuner 
afterwards took place, at which about 100 gentlemen sat down, Mr. Har- 
butt presiding. The bridge was constructed at the joint expense of 
Messrs W. Davison and W. Crawford, and was a great public accommo- 
dation. 

18. The Newcastle and Gkteshead Union Water Works Bill 

received the Royal assent. This company proposed to supply the two 
towns with water from Prestwick Carr and the river Pont, but the under- 
taking was not persevered in. 

23 and 24. A grand regatta took place on the river Wear at 

Durham. 

29. At Newcastle races the Marquis of Waterford, one of the 

stewards, rode his horse Redwing for the hunter's stakes, which were won 
by Captain Richardson's Centurion ridden by Sir F. Robinson. His lord- 
ship's patronage of the sports attracted a large number of strangers to the 
town, and contributed greatly to the prosperity of the meeting. 

30. Died, at Newcastle, aged 32, George, son of Mr. T. M. 

Richardson. The deceased was one of the most rising landscape-painters 
of the day, and his untimely death deprived the district of one likely to 
become its most celebrated artist. 

. During this month, a man, named Nixon, a workman in St. 

Helen's colliery, near Bishop Auckland, was desirous of being drawn up to 
the surface, but the chain not being at the bottom, he determined upon 
ascending by the conductors of the shaft, and, though the mine is no less 
than 390 feet in depth, he very soon reached the surface! 

. The floating light at the entrance of the Tees was removed 
for the purpose of re-coppering its keel, when upwards of seven tons of 
small muscle-shells were found adhering to the bottom. 

Juljf 1. The Queen was pleased to confer the honour of knighthood 
upon John Fife, Esq., of Newcastle, as a mark of approbation of the man- 
ner in which he had sustained the office of chief magistrate under very 
critical circumstances. (See page 114.) 

2. A vessel, called the Archimedes, arrived in the Tyne from 

Leiih, and was the first vessel propelled on the screw principle seen in 
that river. Her novel appearance attracted great attention. The screw 
had been patented by Mr. F. S. Smith, and was 5 feet 9 inches in dia- 
■meter. The engines were of 80-horse power, and the average speed of 
the vessel was nine knots an hour. 

6. Died, at Great Malvern, aged 58, the Right Rev. John 

Banks Jenkinson, D.D.,^ Bishop of St. David's, and Dean of Durham. His 
loirdship was brother of the first Earl of Liverpool, and was appointed to 
the deanery of Durham in 1827. By his death the revenue of the dean- 
ery, which then amounted to £9,000 a-year, was divided ; £3,000 a-year 
b^nff paid to the future Dean, and the surplus to the Ekxslesiastical Com- 
missioners. 

— — 8. Died, at Gateshead, aged 60, Mr. James Charlton. The 
deceased, who had the merit of founding the Ghiteshead Dispensary, was 
many years master of the Anchorage School in the same town, and was 
the author of some elementary works of great ability. 

— ^— 12. A vessel, called the Oliver, laden with timber, sailed up 
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the Don (a tributary of th^ Tyne), to Messrs Hindhaiigh*a timber-dock, 
near Jarrow. It is not on record that any vessel had sailed ap this stream 
since the anchorage of King Egfrid^s fleet in it, in the year 671. 

July 19. On the return of a pleasure party from Warkworth to 
Newcastle, eighteen persons got into a small boat at the former place in 
order to be put on board the steamer Queen, which was lying off for 
them. Just as the boat reached the vessel the latter gave a lurdi, which 
overthrew one of the men, and, in the attempt of others to save him from 
going overboard, the boat overturned. A most painful scene ensued, 
but eventually sixteen persons were rescued; two others, William Beay 
and Sarah Rutherford, were drowned. 

20. The first cargo of coals from Andrew House colliery was 

conveyed along the Brandling Junction Railway and shipped at 8oath 
Shields. A party of the directors and their friends afterwards returned 
to Newcastle in seventy waggons and carriages, being the longest train 
which had ever passed along the line. 

21. The ancient court-baron of the manor of Sunderland, re- 
vived by the Earl of Durham at the request of the Corporation, was held 
in the Exchange, and the proceedings excited much curiosity. Upwards 
of 100 simimonses were issued, and the unsettled cases were deUamined 
by the steward, Mr. A. J. Moore, and a jury of freeholders. 

21. A water-spout was observed about a mile south of Bar- 

nardcastle. Torrents of rain fell throughout the afternoon, and the Tees 
was gpreatly flooded. 

25. A local paper of this day announces that a company had 

just been organised for the purpose of supplying the towns of Newcastle^ 
Gateshead, North and South Shields, Sunderland, Bishopwearmouth, 
&c., with gas, by means of the natural supply of that article at Wallsend. 
(^See November 28.) 

28. Died, at Cowes, Isle of Wight, in his 49th year, John 

Qeorge, Earl of Durham, Viscount Lambton, and Baron Durham, O.C.B. 
The noble earl was bom April 12, 1792, and succeeded to the family pro- 
perty, when only five years of age, on the death of his father. Soon after 
attaining his majority, in 1813, he became a candidate for a seat in the 
House of Commons, a vacancy for his native county having been caused 
by the death of Sir H. Vane Tempest, and he was elected without oppo* 
sition. From that time until he was called to the House of Lords he con- 
tinued to represent the county, having been opposed only in 1820, when 
Richard Wharton, Esq., was brought forward in opposition to him, but, 
after a very spirited and exciting contest, Mr. Lambton was returned at 
the head of the poll by an overwhelming majority, the numbers at the 
close being: — Lambton, 1,731; Powlett, 1,137; Wharton, 874.* His 
maiden speech in the House of Commons was in reprobation of the 

* Previous to this election, Sir Thomas H. Lidddl (afterwards Lord R a vensw o rth) wrote 
to Mr. Lambton, informing him that his " conduct, both in Parliament and in the conntT of 
Durham, appear to me so dangerous, and likely to do such incalculable mischief, tiiaL 
even were vou my own brother, I should oppose you by all the means in my power. 

Mr. Lambton returned the following answer : — 

"^ Lambton Hall, Blarch 8, 1820. 

**Dkar Sib Thomas, — In answer to yours, I hea to say that I feel gratitude for your 
frankness, compassion for your fears, little draid of your opposition, ami no want of your 
support Tours truly, J. G. Lambtow." 
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tnmsfer of Norway and Sweden, and he subsequently denounced with 
equal eloquence and zeal the annexation of Oenoa to Savoy. At a meet- 
ing of the county of Durham, in 1819, he attacked the Government with 
great boldness for their conduct relative to the disgraceful <' Manchester 
massacre,** and in the following year the " Six Acts," repressing all liberty 
of speech or publication of grievances, were warmly opposed by him. In 
1821 he propounded a scheme of Parliamentary Reform, by which the 
country was to be divided, for electoral purposes, into districts containing 
25,000 inhabitants each, by whom one member was to be chosen. In 
January, 1828, he was elevated to the peerage, as Baron Durham, and, on 
the accession to office of the Grey administration, he was appointed Ijord 
Prwy Seaij an office which he relinquished in 1833, when he was created 
a Viscount and Earl. Shortly after, he went on a special but unsuc- 
cessful mission to St. Petersburg, to attempt to alleviate the sufferings of 
the people of Poland, and in 1835 he was appointed Ambassador to Russia, 
remaining there till 1837. In 1838 he was sent to Canada as Lord High 
Conmiissioner to allay the discontents of that province, but he returned 
after a very short sojourn, not feeling himself supported by the British 
Government in the manner he had anticipated. The subsequent period of 
his lordship^s life was a succession of sufferings from disease, and he even- 
tually expired somewhat suddenly. His lordship married, firstly. Miss 
Harriet Cholmondcley, who died in 1815 ; and, secondly. Lady Louisa 
Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Earl Grey, by whom he had two sons and 
three daughters. His eldest son having dded in 1831, his second son, 
George Frederick, bom September 5, 1828, succeeded to the family 
honours. His lordship's political principles were extremely Liberal, and 
his pleasing and energetic eloquence made him one of the most popular 
statesmen of the dav. He was also, in his younger years, one of the most 
munificent patrons the turf had ever known, and his success as a sportsman, 
as well as his splendid entertainments at Lambton Park during the races 
there, will be long remembered in the district. The news of his death 
created a profound sensation ; and on the arrival of his remains at Sunder- 
land on the 3rd of August, all business was suspended, and nearly every 
house exhibited some token of mourning. The coffin was removed, in a 
small steamer, to Lambton, where the body lay in state, and on the 10th 
his lordship's obsequies took place at Chester-le-Street. At Durham, 
South Shields, and Sunderland, the shops were entirely closed during the 
afternoon, and at Newcastle and Gateshead the bells of the various churches 
tolled at intervals, and business was partially suspended. At an early 
hour crowds of people in deep mourning arrived at Lambton Castle, where 
refreshments were set out in the grand saloon, hatbands and gloves being 
presented to the company in the great hall. At half-past two the proces- 
sion was formed, 140 of the tenants, agents, &c. of the estate preceding the 
hearse, and four mourning carriages, about 300 freemasons, and 175 car- 
riages, following the body. The procession was upwards of a mile in length, 
and the road throughout was densely crowded with sorrowful spectators. 
The pall-bearers were the Marquis of Londonderry, Sir H. Williamson, 
Bart, C. W. Bigge, Esq., H. T. M. Witham, Esq., Lord Ravensworth, W. 
T. Salvin, Esq., Dr. Headlam, and Colonel Tower. Notwithstanding the 
immense crowd in Chester-le-Street, great order was preserved, and the 
fanend service, read by the Hon. and Rev. F. R. Grey, made a deep im- 

R 
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prcssion on the assemblage. After the ceremony an address of condolence 
to his afflicted Gonntess was signed by great numbers. His lordship's 
will, execated in 1837, bequeathed the whole of his property to his widow, 
and left her sole executrix. Lord Durham^s portrait was painted by Sir 
Thomas Liawrence, from whose picture there are several engravings. 

July 29. The ninety-seventh annual conference of the Wesleyaa 
Methodists commenced, in Brunswick Place Chapel, Newcastle. The Bev. 
Robert Newton was elected president, and the Ilev. Dr. Hannah secretary, 
after which the usual business connected with the conference was pro- 
ceeded with. Two Ashantec princes were present during the proceedings, 
and excited much interest. During the conference, which closed on the 
I'lth August, Mr. H. P. Parker presented the body with his large paint- 
ing of the rescue of Wesley from the lire of his father's rectory, whidi was 
afterwards engraved, and met with a very successful sale. 

■ ■ About this time the Heaton estate, long the property of the 

Ridley family, was purchased by Addison L. Potter, Esq., alderman of 
Newcastle. 

Avgust 13. Married, at Castle Howard, tlie Hon. and Rev. Francis 
R. Grey to Lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter of the Earl of Carlisle. 

19. At a meeting of the Council of Newcastle, a letter was 

read from Admiral Thomas, presenting to the Corporation a lock of Lord 
Collingwood's hair, enclosed in the lid of a snuff-box made from the tran- 
som of the Royal Sovereign. 

20. A meeting of the admirers of the Earl of Dnrham was 

held in Newcastle, for the purpose of entering into a subscription for the 
erection of a monument to that nobleman. The Mayor of Newcastle pre* 
sided, and resolutions were proposed by Mr. Ord, M.P., Mr. Hutt, M.P., 
Dr. Headlam, Ac. About the same time, similar meetings were held at 
Sunderland, South Shields, Durham, and Chester-le- Street. 

23. The chapel -of-ease at Harton, near South Shields, was 

re-opened, by the Rev. W. Coward, after being considerably enlarged. 

. 24. The foundation-stone of a Wesleyan New Connexion 

chapel was laid at Jarrow. The chapel was opened on the 15th November. 

* 24. Tlic Rev. George Waddington, M.A., was presented by 

the Queen to the Deanery of Durham, vacant by the death of Dr. Jen* 
kinson. September 23, Mr. Waddington received the degree of D.D.j 
from the University of Durham ; and, on the 28th, he was formally in- 
stalled. On entering upon his office, the very rev. gentleman presented 
the widow of his predecessor with a sum of between £2,000 and £3,000, 
derived from new leases, on the ground that Dr. Jenkinson might have 
signed the documents before his death. 

24. In consequence of the opening of the North Midland and 

other railways, a new postal arrangement came into operation, by which 
letters from London arrived in Newcastle, via Leeds, within about twenty 
hours from their leaving the metropolis. 

25. The new quay, erected by the Corporation of Newcastle, 

in continuation of the old one, was opened by the mayor (John Carr, 
Esq.), accompanied by Mr. Ord, M.P., Mr. Hindc, M.P., the members of 
the Council, the Corporation of the Trinity House, the Stewards of the 
Incorporated Companies, and a large body of influential inhabitants. The 
])arty walked in procession from the Guildhall to the new quay, and on 
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reaching the further extremity of it the assemhlage drank success to the 
undertaking. Salutes of guns, and the display of flags, gave great ani- 
mation to the scene. In the evening, a dinner was held at the Turk's 
Head Hotel, the mayor in the chair. 

August 25. A silver tea-service and a marhle bust of the Rev. James 
Worswick, were presented to that gentleman, by the Roman Catholics of 
Newcastle, as a testimonial of their esteem for his labours amongst them 
during the past forty-five years. 

. During this month a seam of coal, 4 feet 2 inches thick, was 

won at Greencroft colliery. 

S^iember, About this time, the lighthouse at Tynemouth, which had 
hitherto been private property, was transferred by Act of Parliament to 
the Trinity House of London. 

. About this date, the Queen granted her license to Addison 

John Oresswell Baker, of Gresswell, Esq., to resume the surname of 
Cresswell after that of Baker. 

15. The foundation-stone of a new church was laid at Ann- 
field Plain, by Mr. John Clavering, in the absence of his grandfather. Sir 
T. J. Clavering, Bart. The church, which was dedicated to St. Thomas, 
was consecrate by the Bishop of Durham on the 4th August, 1841. 

16. Mr. Alderman Thompson, M.P. for Sunderland, visited 

that town, when an address of confidence was presented to him, signed by 
Mr. Richard Pemberton, on behalf of upwards of 300 electors. A dinner 
was afterwards held in the Thompson's Arms Inn, Mr. Pemberton in the 
chair. By a novel piece of mechanism, a table loaded with viands rose 
from the kitchen to the dining-room, and the entire dinner was served by it. 

28. A public dinner was given by the Conservatives of 

Northumberland to Major Cadogan, of Brinkbum. It was held at Mor- 
peth, William Orde, Esq., presiding, and 123 gentlemen sat down to the 
entertainment. 

29. As William Patterson, engineman of Cramlington col- 
liery, was examining the safety valve of one of the boilers at that place, 
he felt a peculiar pricking in the fingers. On October 2nd, he again 
felt the same sensation, and again on the 3rd, when he perceived that the 
feeling was accompanied by the issue of a spark from the metal. The 
phenomenon was soon noised abroad, and on October lltli, Mr. H. Lee 
Flattinson, a well-known practical chemist, examined the apparatus, and 
found that the whole boiler was an immense electrical machine, and that 
a powerful current of positive electricity was evolved at certain points. 
The facts having been published, much attention was drawn to the mat- 
ter, and Mr. W. G. Armstrong, of Newcastle, who was the first to expe- 
rimentise with a locomotive engine, obtained exactly similar results, and 
he subsequently constructed a " hydro-electric generator" in the form of a 
small boiler, by which extraordinarily powerful effects were produced. 

. About the end of this month, the banking firm of Lambton 

and Co., Newcastle, withdrew their notes from circulation, and thenceforth 
isaned Bank of England paper. 

. About the end of this month, the bones of a human body, 

which had been deposited in a large earthen jar, and three large 
black beads in good preservation, were found by some workmen while 
diaining upon the farm of Boghall, near Kirkheaton. 
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September, The first flagged footpaths in Darlington were commenced 
this month, in Northgate and Skinnergate. 

October 1. During this summer, the Rev. R. H. Williamson, rector 
of Hun^'orth, greatly enlarged and beautified the parish church of that 
place, and, this day, the additional buildings were consecrated by the 
Bishop of Durham, in the presence of a great concourse of spectatcMrs. 

8. Married, Richard Hodgson, Esq., M.P. for Berwick, to 

Catherine, daughter and co-heiress of the late Anthony Compton, ^Bsq., 
of Carham Hall. 

8. The foundation-stone of a new Wesleyan chapel was laid 

at New Whitley, near North Shields. 

8. Died, in London, aged 65, Colonel Sir Horace David Choi' 

well St. Paul, Bart., a Count of the Holy Roman Empire. The deceased 
was succeeded by his only son Horace, M.P. for Worcestershire. 

13. The Mayor of Newcastle (John Carr, Esq.) gave a grand 

fancy dress ball in the Assembly Rooms, which was attexided by 745 
ladies and gentlemen. The fancy dresses were exceedingly numerous and 
brilliant, and, the rooms having been gaily decorated, the scene was ani- 
mated in the extreme. 

21. The Duke of Northumberland, K.G., was elected Chan- 
cellor of the University of Cambridge. His installation took place at 
Northumberland Hotise on the 8 1st October. 

23. At an early hour this morning, Famacres colliery, near 

Ravensworth, was suddenly inundated with water, from an nnknown 
source, the workings, and even the shaft, which was 126 feet deep, being 
filled in a very few minutes from the first noise being heard. The woric- 
Tien, five in number, perished in the mine. A steam engine, capable of 
pumping 740 gallons of water per minute, was immediately set to work, 
but it was nearly a month before the first body was extricated, and the 
water was not got fairly under, and the other men found, until several 
months after the accident. The pit, which had not been long worked, was 
the property of Messrs J. Smith and Co. 

■ 28. A meeting of the subscribers to the intended memorial 

to Lord Collingwood was held in Newcastle, M. Bell, Esq., in the chair, 
to determine upon the site on which it should be placed. W. Bnrrell, 
Esq., of Broom Park, proposed that the monument should be erected at 
the mouth of the Tyne, which was seconded by Captain Reed. J. H. 
Hinde, Esq., moved that thanks be given to the Corporation of New- 
castle, for the site of the Free Grammar School, which they had offered 
for the erection of the monument; and the amendment was seconded by 
Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart. After some discussion, Mr. BurrclPs motion 
was carried by 28 votes to 18. It was then resolved to engage Mr. 
Lough to execute the monument, and, after some angry discussion, the 
meeting separated. 

November 2. Died, in London, aged 72, Sir Anthony Carlisle, for 
many years an eminent surgeon in the metropolis. The deceased was 
bom at Stillington, in the county of Durham, and after learning the ele- 
ments of his profession at York and Durham, he quitted the North of 
England for London, where he quickly made his way into a distinguished 
position. He was the first to observe the chemical effects of Galvanism, 
and to indicate the future application of that agent, and his essay on 



1840. J HISTORICAL REGISTER OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 133 

^ The Connexion between Anatomy and the Fine Arts^' procured for him 
the professorship of anatomy at the Royal Academy. He contributed 
numerous papers to the learned societies, as well as to several scientifio 
works, and, as an anatomist, physiologist, and naturalist, he was regarded 
with high respect. Mr. Carlisle received the honour of knighthood in 1820. 

Novanber 3. Married, in London, Prideaux Selby, Esq., of Paston, to 
Harriett Elizabeth, second daughter of Sir W. B. Proctor, Bart., of Lang- 
ley Park, Norfolk. 

6. An elegant silver salver and coffee-pot were presented to 

Archibald Reed, Esq., by the Stewards of the Incorporated Companies of 
Newcastle, in testimony of their approval of his public services, whilst 
forty years a magistrate and six times mayor of that town. The presen- 
tation took place at a public dinner at the Lord Collingwood Inn, Mr. F. 
Sanderson in the chair. 

9. The annual election of Mayors, &c., took place this day 

with the following result : — Newcastle^ John Ridley (James Archbold, 
sheriff). Oateaheadj William Hymers. Durham, John Bramwell. Sun-- 
derlandj Richard White. Stockton^ William Skinner, jun. Morpeth j 
Thomas Bowser. Berwick^ George Johnston, M.D. (Thomas Hogarth, 
sheriff). 

9. Died, at Belford, aged 33, George Brown Clark, Esq., of 

Belford Hall. The deceased's funeral, on the 17th, was attended by 120 
horsemen and a great number of carriages, and the shops in Belford were 
entirely closed during the day. 

— 13. Northumberland and Durham were visited by a most 
disastrous gale, which did great damage to the shipping on the coast. It 
was afterwards ascertained that nearly 100 seamen, connected with the 
l^e and Wear, were lost during the storm. 

— ^— 18. The Roman Catholic chapel just erected at Cowpen, near 
Blyth, was consecrated by the Right Rev. Dr. Briggs. The edifice, which 
is in the early English style, was built and endowed at the expense of M. 
Sydney, Esq.. and its interior decorations are exceedingly elegant. 

■ 23. The news of the happy accouchment of her Maj esty , and the 
birth of the Princess Royal, reached Newcastle, when every token of joy 
was manifested. At Alnwick, a royal salute was fired from the batteries, 
ftnd there, as at all the other towns in the district, the bells of the parish 
churches rang merry peals. The Corporations of Newcastle, and several 
other towns, afterwards voted addresses to her Majesty and Prince Albert. 
The addresses from Newcastle were presented at her Majesty's lev6e, on 
the 24th March following, by the mayor and sheriff. 

— — 28. Gas pipes having been laid from Wallsend colliery to the 
Carville station of the Newcastle and North Shields Railway, several 
lampB were lighted there this evening; but, owing to the impurity of 
the gas, the experiment proved a failure. 

. Died, at South Shields, aged 103, Mrs. Ann Forrest. 

December 2. The workshop of Mr. John Hogg, cabinet maker, in 
Heath^s Yard, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, was completely destroyed by fire. 

7. The new dock at Hartlepool was opened with great rejoicing. 

The dock was commenced in March, 1839, under the auspices of the 
Hartlepool Dock and Railway Company, Mr. S. Robinson, engineer, and 
the undertaking comprised a tidal harbour, twenty acres in extent, and 
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tivo wet docks, each upwards of seven acres. The works, both of the 
harbour and docks, were executed with great vigour, and nine coal drc^ 
were finished at the time of opening. The first vessel which entered the 
dock was the brig Thomas Howell, and her entrance was effected with 
flying colours and numerous salutes of cannon, accompanied with immense 
cheering from the assembled spectators. Boat racing took place daring 
the afternoon, and four hundred workmen, in the employ of the company, 
were regaled with a substantial dinner. In the evening, the shareholders 
dined together at Southern's Hotel, G. H. Wilkinson, Esq., of Harperley, 
and R. H. Allan, Esq., of Blackwell, performing the duties of chainnan 
and vice-chairman. 

December 12. The first market at Middlesbro\ near Stockton, was held 
this day (Saturday), and the event was celebrated by a public dinner* 
The population of the township of Middlesbro' was only 1&4 in 1831, but 
it had risen, at the census twenty years later, to 7,631. 

21. Died, at Cadiz, Frank Hall Standish, Esq., of Duxbuiy 

Park, Lancashire, author of a Life of Voltaire, " The Shores of the Medi* 
terranean," " Poems," " Notices of the Northern Capitals of Europe," 
" Seville and its Vicinity," &c. The deceased was the only son of Anthony 
Hall, Esq., of Flass,near Durham, but took the name of Standish on the death 
of his cousin, Sir F. Standish, Bart., in 1812. By his will, Mr. Standish 
bequeathed his valuable collection of pictures to the King of the French, 
but his extensive estates in Durham and Lancashire passed to his heir-at- 
law, William Standish Carr, Esq., of Cocken Hall, near Durham (the 
representative of one of the most ancient families in the county palatine, 
and a free burgess of Newcastle, by descent from George Carr, Esq., 
mayor of that town, temp. Henry VIII.). Mr. Carr afterwards assumed 
the name of Standish. 

21. The " Northern District" of England, under which term 

the Roman Catholic body comprehended the seven northern counties, was, 
during this year, divided into three " Vicariates," and this day the Bight 
Reverend Dr. Mostyn, Bishop of Abydos, was consecrated Vicar- Apostolic 
of the new northern district, comprehending Durham, Northumberland, 
Cumberland, and Westmoreland. The consecration took place at Ushaw 
College, and the ceremony, which occupied four hours, was performed by 
Dr. Briggs, the former Vicar- Apostolic of the district. Bishop Walsh, 
Bishop Brown, Dr. Hogarth, Vicar-General, and upwards of fifty inferior 
clergy, took part in the ceremonial. 

24. The first number of an advertising sheet, entitled the 

" Great Northern Advertiser and Commercial Herald," was published at 
No. 89, Side, Newcastle. The newspaper was distributed gratuitously till 
March 25, 1841, when it was enlarged, and a charge of 3d. was made for 
it, a price which was raised and lowered a number of times. On Sep- 
tember 30, 1843, it was issued under the new title of the " Newcastle 
Advertiser." In January, 1845, it was purchased by the proprietors of 
the " Courant," who discontinued its publication on the Ist August, 1848. 

26. Considerable excitement occurred about this time in New- 
castle, in consequence of a rumour that the body of a woman had been 
forcibly conveyed to the Surgeons* Hall, in that town, for dissection. 
This day, three men — the porter of the Hall and two carpenters — ^were 
brought up at the Police Office, when it appeared that an Irishwoman,' 
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named Ross, had died on the 17th instant, in the Side, and arrangements 
had been made by the parish authorities to bury the body. On the 19th, 
however, five men made their appearance in the woman's room with a 
coffin, took possession of the remains, and conveyed them to the Sur> 
geons' Hall, in spite of all opposition. The matter having come to 
the ears of the Mayor, he insisted iipon being admitted into the Hall, and 
all chance of keeping possession of the body being then hopeless, it was 
sent home again, and afterwards decently interred. The prisoners were 
committed for trial, and at the next quarter sessions were fined £20 each. 

December 81. The foundation-stone of the church of St. Andrew, at 
Deptford, Bishopwearmouth, was laid by the Hon. and Rev. G. V. 
Wellesley, D.D., rector of the parish. The church, which was designed 
by Mr. T. Moore, and has a spire 100 feet high, accommodates 1,300 
persons, and cost £3,000. The church was consecrated, December 14, 
1841, by the Bishop of Durham. 

81. Died, at Newcastle, the Rev. John Dodd, for fourteen 

years vicar of that town. The interment of the deceased took place on 
the 6th January, in St. Nicholas' Church, to which his remains were 
followed by the clergy and parochial officers of the town and neighbour- 
hood, and a number of the inhabitants. 

. Died, at Norton, aged 105, Mary Wilkinson. 

1840. During this year, the White Friar T6wer, and a large portion 
of the town walls of Newcastle adjoining it, were removed by Mr. 
Bpoor for the purpose of forming Hanover Street. 

1841, January 4. The Great North of England Railway was opened 
from Darlington to York, for the conveyance of coals. On the following 
day, the dep6ts at the various stations on the line were opened fur the 
sale of the mineral. (See March 80.) 

7. Died, at Chirton House, aged 91, John Gollingwood, Esq., 

brother of Lord Gollingwood. In early life Mr. Gollingwood was deputy 
to Sir Jenison W. Gordon, who held the office of Patent Gustomcr of 
the port of Newcastle, but he succeeded to the Ghirton Estate (which had 
been bequeathed to his brother by a distant relative) on the death of the 
lamented Admiral. 

14. A destructive fire broke out this evening, in the shaft of 

St. Hilda colliery, at South Shields. The fiames raged for nearly four 
hours, and were not extinguished until the engine shed and several build- 
ings aroimd the pit were entirely destroyed. 

17. Died, at Sedgefield, aged 101, Mrs. Mary Craggs. 

■ 18. Died, at Morden, near Sedgefield, aged 102, Hannah Hall. 

18. After a long continued frost, which had covered the upper 

pairts of the river Wear with ice several inches thick, a sudden thaw 
occurred, accompanied with heavy rain, and the ice having been broken 
np by the flood, was brought down the river with great impetuosity. In 
the lower part of the stream, the blocks of ice became piled on each other 
to a great height, which so much impeded the action of the current that 
ftt Pidlion the water at one time stood six feet higher than at the Mark 
quay. At length the impeded water became resistless in its power, and 
the torrent rushed down with overwhelming force, sweeping away the ves- 
■ela lying in the harbour, and strewing the shore with their wrecks. When 
dmy broke, the scene which the river presented was of the most painful cha^ 
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racier. The ships which had been lying at the Hetton and Lambton staiths 
had been carried amongst the tiers of vessels lying far below them, and 
seven out of eight of the Hetton spouts were rendered oompletely use- 
less. A number of ships had been carried out to sea, and were picked 
up by the pilots of Hcullepool and Seaham; others were sunk in the 
harbour, among which were the Newby, the Pilgrim, the Rosebud, the 
Kirton, the Seaflower, the Victoria, les Deux Amis, the Caroline, foor 
steam tugs, and between twenty and thirty keels. The channel of the 
river was completely blocked up by these wrecks, and many ships which 
were forced down the current were much injured by coming in contact 
^vith them. Scarcely a vessel in the harbour escaped without damage, 
and besides the loss thus sustained, about 250 loads of timber were also 
carried out to sea by the floating ice. Strange to say, only two lives 
were lost by this disastrous calamity. The town was in a state of inde- 
scribable consternation during the day, many of the shops being closed in 
the afternoon ; but great exertions having been made by the authorities, 
the channel was cleared in the course of a few hours, and successful 
efforts were made to repair the damage which had so unexpectedly arisen. 
The loss arising from this disaster was estimated to be as follows: — Ships 
insured, £50,000; do. uninsured, £30,000; timber lost, £5,000; keels, 
staiths, &c., £6,000: total, £91,000. 

January 20. Died, at the Grove, near Durham, aged 78, Elizabeth, 
widow of Stephen G. Kcmble, Esq. The deceased was the daughter of 
Mr. Satchel], and in early life she was one of the first actresses of the 
day, her appearance in Newcastle being always hailed with great satisfac- 
tion by the audience. 

25. Mr. Carter, the " Lion King," made his first appearance 

in the Theatre, Newcastle, in a piece called the " Lion of the Di^rt," in 
wliich he went through his wonderful performances with his animals to 
the admiration of a crowded audience. His menagerie consisted of a lion 
and lioness, a colossal tiger, and several smaller animals of the same genus, 
and his ascendancy over the whole of them, but particularly of the lion, 
was most remarkable. Mr. Carter appeared on twelve nights, and on all 
of them the house was densely crowded with spectators. 

29. At an early hour this morning, the naphtha manufactory 

of Mr. Thorbum, Felling Shore, Gateshead, was discovered to bo on fire, 
and the building was soon almost entirely destroyed. 

February 1. A fire broke out in the dwelling-house of Mr. Ralph 
Simpson, innkeeper, Dinnington, near Newcastle, and from the roof being 
thatched, it was found impossible to extinguish the fiames, which entirely 
consumed the premises. 

9. The railroad from Stockton to Hartlepool, which had been 

opened for coal traffic on the 12th November, 1840, was formally opened 
for passengers amidst great rejoicings. Two trains of carriages left the 
Stockton station about half-past twelve o'clock, and, after stopping to per- 
mit the company to inspect the viaduct at Greatham, and other works, 
the party arrived at the Middleton station, near Hartlepool, a little before 
two o'clock. The directors and their friends afterwards returned to Stock- 
ton, where the festivities concluded with a dinner, H. Yansittart, Esq., 
in the chair. This line — one of the few which were constructed without 
an Act of Parliament — was about eight miles in length, and was finished 



1841.] HISTORICAL RBOISTER OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 137 

in about a year and a half, a viadact of 92 arches, 700 yards long, being 
the only expensive work. The capital was originally £60,000. The 
company was incorporated by an Act, June 30, 1842. 

February 19. Tliis morning, a fire broke out in the ship-building works 
of Messrs J. and C. Alcock, at Sunderland, which raged with great fury for 
three hours. The flames were at length extinguished after doing damage 
to the extent of about £1,200. 

19. This morning, one of the boilers at the Church Pit, 

Wallsend, suddenly exploded, doing much injury to the machinery, and 
killing two of the firemen. 

19. This evening, about half-past eleven o'clock, a fire was dis- 
covered to be raging in the tine mansion of the Marquis of Londonderry, at 
Wynyard Park, near Stockton, and, notwithstanding the utmost exertions 
of the servants, almost the whole building was consumed before the flames 
were got under. The fire was first observed to be issuing from a window 
near the chapel, and the latter building, which was in course of erection, 
was the first to fall a prey to the flames. A large picture gallery, the 
principal drawing-room, and the conservatory were next destroyed, and the 
flames then spread over the main body of the building. Despatches were 
sent for fire engines in every direction : but in the meantime the domestics 
and neighbouring inhabitants made strenuous exertions to save the valu- 
able fdmitore, &c., and happily succeeded in rescuing all the plate and 
books, most of the pictures, and many other valuable moveables. The 
fire engines from Stockton and other towns soon after arrived, and all 
chance of saving the principal building being then hopeless, every effort 
was directed to preserve the apartments of the Marchioness, in the east 
wing, and that portion of the structure was fortunately uninjured. By 
seven o'clock the fire became exhausted, two-thirds of the mansion having 
then been destroyed. The principal portion of the costly furniture, par- 
ticularly several elegant chandeliers, a vast quantity of stained glass, a 
number of valuable pictures, and one of the finest collections of tropical 
plants in the kingdom, fell a prey to the flam^, and the damage altogether 
was estimated at upwards of £150,000. The cause of the fire was never 
ascertained. Wynyard Park was built by the Marquis of Londonderry, 
from designs by Wyatt, and was erected upon the site of a hall of the 
same name, long the residence of the Tempest family. It was commenced 
in December, 1822, and, at the time of this calamity, it would have been 
finished in a few months. 

— ^ 26. Died, at South Shields, aged 104, Mrs. Elizabeth Young. 

March 18. An explosion of gunpowder occurred in a room in Union 
Street, Stockton, occupied by a woman named Gibbon, who had been using 
a small quantity to light her fire, llie ceiling of the room was destroyed, 
and the door and windows shivered to pieces, but though both the woman 
and a little girl were blown with great violence into the street, both of 
them escaped unhurt. 

15. As five men were repairing the shaft of Cowpen north 

pit, a fall of old materials from the sides took place, which, descending 
upon the "cradle" in which the men were suspended, precipitated four 
of them to the bottom of the pit, where they were killed by the fall. The 
other man caught hold of some timber attached to the shaft, and escaped 

unhurt. 

s 
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March 15. During the night, Washington church, near Grateshead, 
was entered by thieves, who carried off the iron chest containing the parish 
registers. 

17. Died, near Ravensworth, aged 102, Margaret Richardson. 

20. Died, at Nesham Hall, Darlington, aged 74, Lientenant- 

Colonel Cookson, formerly of the 80th regiment. 

22. Died, in London, aged 29, Mr. Christopher Tate, sctdptor, 

of Newcastle. The deceased served his apprenticeship with Mr. Davies, 
marble-mason, and afterwards became an assistant to Mr. Dunbar, at that 
time residing in Newcastle. One of Tate's earliest efforts, on his own 
account, was a life-like statue of " Blind Willie;" and he rapidly executed 
busts of the Duke of Northumberland, Mr. G. Straker, the Rev. J. Wors- 
wick, D. Urquhart, &c., &c. His monumental tombe are also numerous, 
and that in St. Thomas's Church, to the memory of the Rev. James Was- 
ney, is much admired. The fine representation of the Royal arms on the 
pediment of the Theatre Royal, is one of which the people of Newcastle 
may always be proud, as the production of a local artist, and justified the 
warm expectations of Tate's admirers that liis career, had it been pro- 
longed, would have been brilliant. The deceased had nearly finisheid a 
statue of the Duke of Northumberland, for the Master Mariners* Asylum, 
Tynemouth, when he was cut off by a consumptive disease. 

24. The Rev. Richard Charles Coxe, M.A., arrived in New- 
castle, having been presented to the Vicarage of that town in the previous 
January, by the Bishop of Carlisle. Mr. Coxe preached in St. Nicholas' 
Church, for the first time, on March 28. 

25. During the night, a man named James Robinson, who 

had been confined in the lock-up, at Stockton, on several charges of felony, 
pulled down the fire-place of the room he was confined in, made a hole 
through the wall with one of the iron bars, and escaped. 

30. The Great North of England Railway was formally 

opened for the conveyance of passengers. In the morning, two trains 
filled with the directors and their friends left the Darlington station, and 
on reaching the station in York they were received by the authorities of 
the York and North Midland company, who had provided an elegant 
luncheon for the party. In the afternoon, the trains returned to Darling- 
ton, where a dinner took place at the King's Head Inn, to celebrate the 
event of the day. G. H. Wilkinson, Esq., and Thomas Meynell, Elsq., 
the chairman and vice-chairman of the board of directors, presided in the 
same capacities at table, and George Hudson, Esq., and many of the 
directors •of the North Midland company were among the guests. 

April 7. The completion of the Great North of England Railway caused 
an acceleration of the mails, and on this day the letters and newspapers 
which left London on the previous evening arrived in Newcastle at half- 
past one o'clock in the afternoon, having reached their destination in six- 
teen hours and a half. 

— — 11. Sunday evening lectures were recommenced by the Dean 
of Durham, in the Galilee, in the Cathedral. The chapel had just under- 
gone considerable alterations, in which its ancient appearance had been as 
much as possible restored. 

17. Two stained-glass windows of great beauty, by Mr. 

Wailes, of Newcastle, wore placed in the parish church of All Saints, in 
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tiiat town. The principal figures were St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
were surrounded by twenty-four coats of arms of the subscribers to this 
improvement. [These windows were destroyed on October 6, 1854, 
which «ee.] 

April 19. A dreadful explosion occurred at the Bigge pit, at Wil- 
lington colliery, near North Shields, the property of Matthew Bell, Esq., 
M.P., and Partners, by which thirty-two persons, who were working at 
the time, were deprived of life. Three others, who were in another part 
of the mine, succeeded in making their escape. The remains of the suf- 
ferers were recovered two or three days after, many of them being much 
burnt. Hie cause of the calamity was never clearly discovered. 

— ^— 20. Married, at Wavcndon, Bucks, Thomas Anderson, Esq., 
of Little Harle Tower, Northumberland, to Emily, daughter of the Rev. 
John Fisher, rector of Wavcndon. 

Mcnf 2. The first perambulation of the boundaries of Morpeth Com- 
mon which had been made since the passing of the Corporation Reform 
Act, took place. The mayor and corporate authorities afterwards dined, 
together, and a number of races, &c., took place during the afternoon. 

10. The 98th Regiment, stationed at Newcastle, under the 

command of Lieut.-Colonel Campbell, was presented with new colours by 
Greneral Sir Charles Napier. A review took place on the occasion, upon 
the Town Moor, and was attended by a large concourse of people. In the 
evening, the officers of the regiment gave a grand ball and supper in the 
Assembly Rooms, to 230 ladies and gentlemen. 

— ^— 17. A worm, about three inches in length, and quite lively, 
was found this day by some workmen at Kirkharle, Northumberland, im- 
bedded in a solid mass of freestone. It died soon after being extricated. 

18. Sir Jacob Astley, Bart., of Seaton Delaval, Northumber- 
land, and Melton Constable, Norfolk, was summoned to the House of 
Peers as Baron Hastings, being one of the heirs of Sir John de Hastings, 
summoned to Parliament by the above title in the 18th Edward I. June 
2, his lordship's tenants at Seaton Delaval celebrated the event by a din- 
ner at the Queen's Arms, Seaton Sluice. 

•^— 20. During the firing of the guns on the Castle, at Newcas- 
tle, on the occasion of the annual corporate survey of the river, some of 
the ignited wadding fell upon the roof of a stable belonging to the Two 
Bulls' Heads public-house. Castle Garth, and having found its way into 
a loft, the place was soon in a blaze. The stable and part of a brew- 
house adjoining were destroyed, but the flames were fortunately prevented 
spreading further. 

22. Married, at Bishopwearmouth, Robert Smith Surtees, 

Esq., of Hamsterley Hall, Durham, to Elizabeth Jane, youngest daughter 
of Addison Fenwick, Esq., of Bishopwearmouth. 

22. At a convocation of the University of Durham, a scheme 

of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for the further endowment of the Uni- 
versity received the approbation of the House. By this scheme the office 
of Warden is to be annexed to the Deanery of Durham at the first va- 
cancy, the present Warden receiving £500 per annum. A canonry in the 
cathedral is attached to the chairs of Divinity and Greek ; upon the death 
of the present Warden the salary now paid to him is to be applied to the 
foundation of a Hebrew professorship ; and eighteen additional fellowships 
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are founded, two yearly, making twenty-four in all, ten of them being 
worth £150 a-year, and the rest £120. Towards providing the sum re- 
quired for these payments, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners assigned to 
the University the lands, &c., formerly belonging to the Deanery and to 
the eleventh canonry. 

Mai/ 23. Died, at Sandhoe, near Hexham, aged 77, Edward Charlton, 
Esq., a gentleman whose hospitality and generosity were almost pro- 
verbial. He was interred in the Catholic cemetery, Hexham, on the Slst, 
when the principal shops, &c., in the town were closed as a token of re- 
spect and regret. 

27. John Bowes, Esq., and Partners, reached a second seam 

of coal, six feet thick, at Marley Hill colliery, near Gateshead. The 
workmen were entertained in celebration of the event. 

29. A boiler explosion occurred at Derwent Crook colliery, 

near (Jateshead, the property of Lord Ravensworth and Partners. Ten 
of the workmen were severely scalded, and three of them afterwaids died 
from the injuries they received. 

31. Died, at Morpeth, aged 103, Mrs. Jane Storey. 

31. The foundation-stone of a new chapel for the Roman 

Catholics of Stockton was laid by the Right Rev. Dr. Mostyn, Bishop of 
Abydos, and the Very Rev. W. Hogarth, in the presence of upwards of 
2,000 spectators. The edifice, which cost about £7,000, was designed by 
Mr. Pugin, and is dedicated to St. Mary. It was opened July 7, 184S, 
when Dr. Mostyn performed high mass, assisted by upw^ards of forty cler- 
gymen. Tlie Rev. Waldo Sibthorp, a convert from the Church of Eng- 
land, preached on the occasion. 

June 7. Whilst a man was working in a limestone quarry at Cock- 
law, near Thockrington, Northumberland, he found the bones of two 
human bodies (one of them that of a child) amongst a quantity of loose 
stones. A small urn, containing ashes, was also found near the same place. 

7. A serious outrage occurred this evening, in Sandgate, 

Newcastle, arising from the riotous conduct of a party of the 87th Regi- 
ment. At one time, at least 6,000 people were assembled, and it was with 
great difficulty that the riot was quelled. In consec^uence of the beha- 
viour of the soldiers, the regiment was soon after ordered to proceed to 
Hull. 

9. Two stone coffins, containing human remains, were disin- 
terred in the burial ground of Tynemouth Priory. 

15. A lire broke out this morning, in Mr. R. Harrison's skin- 

nery. Stepney Iknk, Newcastle, and the whole of the premises very soon 
fell a prey to the flames. 

15. The West Durham Railway, wliich had been partially 

worked in the preceding year, was opened throughout, when several wag- 
gons of coals were conveyed from Wliite Lee and Old Roddymoor col- 
lieries to the temmms at Billy Row, near Crook, from whence they 
proceeded to Hartlepool for shipment. Tliis luie proved, for some time, 
an exceedingly unfortunate one, and in 1851 it was in the possession of 
mortgagees. It has since, however, been extricated from its difficulties, 
and become a very profitable undertaking. 

18 and 19. George C. Lewis, Esq., one of the Poor-Law 

Commissioners, held a court at Rothbury, to inquire into certain charges 
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made by the Rev. C. G. V. Harcourt, against the Board of Guardians, 
and especially against Mr. William Woodman, of Morpeth, the clerk. 
After a long examination of accounts, <S:c., Mr. Harcourt's solicitor ad- 
mitted that he had failed in proving any one of the charges which had 
been made, and the matter then terminated. August 10, a dinner was 
given at Rothbury to Mr. Woodman, as a testimonial of the high respect 
in which he was held by the inhabitants. W. Orde, Esq., of Nunuykirk, 
presided, and E. Clavering, Esq., of Callaly, was in the vice-chair. 

June 18. An attempt made to close the Central Exchange News 
Room, Newcastle, on Sundays, was defeated by a majority of 353 
against 26. 

18. This morning, a fire broke out in the saw-mill of Mr. 

Welton, 8outh Shore, Gateshead, which entirely destroyed the premises, 
together with some workmen's dwellings adjoining. 

21. The Newcastle Improvement Act (alteration of tolls, 

new streets, and power to raise £70,000) received the Royal assent. 

22 and 23. A grand regatta took place on the river Wear, at 

Durham, under the stewardship of the Hon. Mr. Grey and Major Chip- 
chase. A great concourse of i)eoplo assembled on the occasion. 

23. This evening, a fire was discovered in Frederick Street, 

Bishopwearmouth, in a newly-finished house, and in such a manner as to 
leave no doubt but that the act had been committed by an incendiary. 
The premises were entirely destroyed. 

28. Died, at Beamish Park, aged 63, Morton John Davison, 

ESsq., second son of the late Sir John Eden, Bart., of Windlestone. 

28. The first coals from Westerton colliery, near Bishop 

Aackland, belonging to Nicholas Wood, Esq., and Partners, were shipped 
in the Tees. Considerable rejoicing took place at Goundou and other 
places, in honour of the event. 

. Parliament having been dissolved on the 23rd June, writs 

for the new elections wore immediately issued, and the proceedings in 
Northumberland and Durham were as follows : — 

Newcastle. The nomination of candidates was fixed by the sheriff 
(James Archbold, Esq.) for Monday, Juno 28. Alderman Potter pro- 
posed, and Mr. E. Chamley seconded, William Ord, Esq. ; Mr. J. Cooksou, 
Jnn., nominated, and Mr. S. Parker seconded, John Hodgson Hinde, Esq. ; 
and Mr. Atkins proposed, and Mr. Edgar seconded, James B. O'Brien 
(Chartist). The last-named candidate, however, Avithdrew, and Messrs 
Ord and Hinde were re-electetl. 

Gateshead, June 29. Alderman Wilson proposed William Hutt, Esq., 
who was seconded by Aldennan Pollock. There was no opposition. 

South Shields. The nomination of candidates took place on the 29th, 
before Mr. R. Anderson, returning officer. Mr. Richard Shortridge proposed, 
and Mr. Hargrave seconded, Robert Ingham, Esq. ; Mr. Forsyth proposed, 
and Mr. Stodhart seconded, George Fyler, Esq. ; Mr. T. Young nominated, 
and Mr. T. Bell seconded, John Twizell Wawn, Esq. The show of hands 
was in favour of the last-namcil gentleman, who was also at the head of 
the poll; the numbers being : — Mr. Wawn, 240; Mr. Ingham, 207; Mr. 
Fyler, 34. 

Durham City, June 29. The Rev. T. R. Shipperdson proposed Mr. T. 
C. Granger, who was seconded by Mr. Veitch. Major Chipchase nomin- 
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ated Captain Robert Fitzroy, R.N., who was seconded by Mr. W. Hender- 
son. There was no opposition. 

Morpeth, June 29. The Hon. Captain Howard was again elected. 
Major Cadogan had been a candidate on the Conservative interest, bat 
retired on the 26th. 

Berwick. The nomination took place on the 29th, when Mr. Richard 
Hodgson, Mr. Weeding, and Mr. Matthew Forster, were proposed. The 
poll was taken on the following day, and resulted as follows : — Forster, 
394; Hodgson, 343; Weeding, 335. 

Sunderland, June 30. Dr. Miller and Mr. Scurfield proposed Alder- 
man William Thompson ; Dr. Brown and Mr. Lotherington nominated 
David Barclay, Esq. ; and Mr. Thompson and Mr. Robinson proposed Mr. 
Binns (Chartist). The latter, however, declined to go to a poll, and 
Messrs Barclay and Thompson were declared elected. 

Tynemouth, July 1. The nomination took place before Mr. George 
Rippon, returning officer. Mr. Poppelwell proposed William Chapman, 
Esq., who was seconded by Mr. Dryden. Mr. Pow nominated Henry 
Mitcalfe, Esq., who was supported by Mr. Shotton. A Chartist can- 
didate — a Mr. Mason — was also nominated. The show of hands was in 
favour of Mr. Mitcalfe, who maintained the same position on the poll, the 
numbers being : — Mitcalfe, 295; Chapman, 218. 

South Northumberland. This election took place on the 5th July, 
before the high-sheriff (Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart.), at Hexham. Captain 
Coulson and Mr. Dixon Dixon proposed and seconded Matthew Bell, lEeq, 
Mr. Ord, M.P., and Mr. W. H. Charlton nominated Savile C. H. Ogle, 
Esq. The candidates were returned without opposition. 

North Northumberland, July 6. Mr. C. W. Bigge proposed Viscount 
Howick, who was seconded by Mr. P. J. Selby ; Mr. W. Burrell proposed, 
and Mr. W. Ordc seconded, Lord Ossulston ; and Mr. B. 0. Mitford pro- 
pose<l, and Mr. J. H. Atkinson secondeil, Addison John Baker Cresswell, 
Esq. The sheriff declared the show of hands to be in favour of Lord 
Ossulston and Mr. Cresswell ; and the result of the poll, which took place 
on the 9th and 10th July, was as follows : — Lord Ossulston, 1,216; Mr. 
Cresswell, 1,163; Viscount Howick, 1,101. 

South Durham. Tlie nomination took place at Darlington on the 6th 
July, before William Russell, Esq., high-sheriff. Mr. H. T. M. Witham 
and Mr. Joseph Pease proposed John Bowes, Esq. ; Mr. John Allan and 
Mr. George ISilvertop proposed Lord Harry Vane; Mr. M. Fowler and 
Mr. Maclean, M.P., nominated James Farrer, Esq. The show of hands 
was in favour of the two first-named candidates, and at the close of the poll, 
on the 10th, the numbers were : — Lord H. Vane, 2,547; Mr. Bowes, 
2,483; Mr. Farrer, 1,739. This election was the most expensive which 
ever occurred in South Durham ; and Mr. Bowes afterwards declared that 
his expenses during this and the previous contest exceeded £30,000. 
Much angry feeling was also excited, which broke into an actual riot at 
Darlington on the 28th of June, when the Town Hall was much injured, 
and the police had to run for their lives. 

North Durham, July 7. Mr. Bowe« and Mr. John Cookson nominated 
Hedworth Lambton, Esq. ; Mr. R. S. Hurtees and Mr. R. Anderson pro- 
posed the Hon. H. T. Liddell. There being no oilier candidate, the high- 
sheriff declared those gentlemen elected* 
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July, In accordance with the suggestions of a Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, the Dean and Chapter of Durham ordered the cathedral to be 
opened daily to the public from ten o*clock till five. 

10. At Whitworth Park colliery, Durham, the Hutton seam 

was gained at a depth of 516 feet. The pit proved a most disastrous 
speculation, and was " laid iu'^ in 1842, after an outlay on the part of the 
Durham County Coal Company of nearly £40,000. It was afterwards 
purchased by a private company, who have worked it with great energy 
and success. 

13. A public dinner was given in South Shields to John 

Twizell Wawn, Esq., M.P. for that borough, in celebration of his election. 
The chair was occupied by T. Young, Esq., and about ninety gentlemen 
sat down. 

14. Married, at Bishopwearmouth, Robert Henry Allan, Esq., 

of Newbottle, Durham, to Elizabeth, daughter of the late John Gregson 
Esq., of Durham. 

15. A public dinner was given to Henry Mitcalfe, Esc^,, M.P. 

for the borough of Tynemouth, by his friends in that borough. Robert 
Pow, Esq., presided on the occasion. 

16. In consequence of the great number of workmen who 

were unable to find employment, a meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle 
was held in the Guildhall, when it was resolved to raise a subscription for 
their relief. About 500 workmen were immediately set to work, and va- 
rious improvements were effected by them, particularly at the Cattle Mar- 
ket, Neville Street, and Stepney Bank, and in the drainage of the Town 
Moor. The men received Is. and a penny roll of bread daily. By the 
end of October, when the demand for this employment had diminished, it 
appeared that £512 had been expended in 8,411 days^ work, and in the 
implements required by the workmen. 

— 17, Died, in Gateshead, aged 41, Mr. AVm. Falkous, draper. 
By his will he bequeathed £7,410 in legacies, varying from £10 to £300 
each, to '' industrious and upright professional men, tradesmen, and others,*' 
in all 101, some of whom he had observed contending with difficulties, 
and yet preserving their integrity. 

-^— 22. A race took place on the river Tees between six boats, 
wldch were entered to sail from Newport to the Floating Light and back 
again — a distance altogether of about twenty miles. The race, which 
excited great interest, was won by the " Water Wagtail," in three hours 
and five minutes. 

22. A dinner was given in Darlington to John Bowes, Esq., 

and Lord Harry Vane, the newly-elected representatives for the Southern 
Division of Durham. G. H. Wilkinson, Esq., presided ; and the vice-chair 
was occupied by H. T. M. Witham, Esq. About 200 gentlemen were pre- 
sent, and the proceedings were very animated. 

23. Died, at Gateshead, aged 100, William Potts. 

AuguBt 8. The supporters of John Hodgson Hinde, Esq., M.P. for 
Newcastle, gave that gentleman a dinner in that town, in celebration of 
his return to Parliament. Mr. Robert Plummer presided ; the vice-chairs 
being occupied by Mr. John Brandling and Mr. W. Cuthbert, jun. About 
150 gentlemen attended the banquet. 

— 8. Shortly before this date, two houses in the Market Place, 
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Hexbam, were being taken down for the pnrpose of being recoOBtmcted 
in an improved utjle, when it was discovered that the back of the erec- 
tions had been built againat the " Ladye Chapel" of the Abbey Church, 
and five eleE:ant perpendicular windows were uncovered. A general de- 
sire to preserve or restore this beautiful building having been expressed, 
s meeting took place this day in the Moot Hall, E. Glynn, Esq., in the 
chair, when preliminary steps were takeu to purchase the adjoining pro- 
perty. In a few months, £1,51)0 was raised by subscription, and a far- 
ther portion of the old houses was removed; but it was not until August, 
1856, that the whole of the property was secured, and the committee are 
stilt without funds to set about ihe restoistion of the chapel. A fine 
etching of the edifice, as restored according to a design of iix. Billings, 
was publishe<l soon after the discovery ; and the following wood-cut mil 
give some idea of the elegance and desirability of the contemplated im- 
provement. 




August 4. Atameetingof Gateshead Council, a portrait of the Iat« Earl 
of Durham was presented to the Corporation by Mr. Alderman Brockett, 
in the name of himself and a few other members. It was ordered to be 
hnng up in the Town Hall. 

5. An explosion of gas occurred at Thomley colliery, Dur- 
ham, by which one man and eight boys unfortunately lost their lives. 
The accident was clearly traced to the negligence of one of the youths, 
who had inadvertently left open a trap-door. Upwards of forty men at 
work iif another part of the pit escaped unhurt. 

C. The Bishop of Durham held a confinnation iu Gateshead 

church, the fir^t which had been held in that edifice for fifty years, when 
208 young persons were confirmed. 

9, Mr. William Chapman, the Conservative candidate for 

Tynemouth at the late election, was entertained at a public dinner in 
North Shields. Mr. M. Poppelwell presided; and the vice-chairs were 
occupied by Mr. J. Dryden and Mr. B. Peart 
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Awgwt 10. Died, in Newcastle, aged 77, Mr. George Brown, school- 
master, a well-known teacher of navigation, and author of a '^ Tide 
Table," published annually for many years. 

11. This morning, the biiiy of an unfortunate woman, named 

Jane Anderson, was found in Blue Anchor Chare, Quayside, Newcastle. 
life was quite extinct, and it was evident that the woman had come to a 
violent death, but the mystery was never unravel lod. 

12. The South Hetton Coal Company succeeded in reaching 

the coal at their new colliery at Murton, after surmounting difficulties which 
might well have been considered insuperable. Ground was broken for the 
first shaft on the 19th Februar}', 1838, and the operations went on satis- 
factorily until the 26th June, 1839, when a ^^ feeder" of water burst out 
vith extraordinary violence. So prodigious was the force of the eruption 
that the limestone, four feet in thickness, wliich intervened between the 
bottom of the shaft and a stratum of sand, was completely forced up, and 
the quicksand rapidly rose in the sliaft to the height of ten or eleven feet. 
It soon became apparent that unusual exertions would be required to 
OYercome the water, which was discharged from the quicksand in pro- 
digious quantities, and engine after engine was erected for that puri)ose, 
until at length, in June, 1840, the pumping power at w^ork was equal to 
1,478 horses, and the quantity of water delivered at the surface amounted 
to 10,882 gallons per minute. Thirty-four large boilers, consuming one 
hundred ioas of coal daily, were employed to furnish the necessary power, 
audy owing to the effi^ct of the sand upon the pump buckets, it was stated 
that die leather required for them cost for some time £11 5s. hour by 
hour — ^throe tan-yards being in operation to snpply it. Great rejoicings 
took place on the successful issue of the undertaking. April 17, 1843, 
the proprietors succeeded in reaching the Hutton scam, at a depth of 248 
Cithoma, and the cost of sinking, up to that date, was understood to have 
been about a quarter of a million sterling. 

18. At a meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, Mr. Al- 

dennan Weatherley in the chair, an Anti-Corn-law Association was 
formed, upon a similar plan to those of other large towns. 

20. At an early hour this morning, the premises of Mr. 

8kelly, batcher and tallow chandler, Tweedmouth, were discovered to be 
in flames, and in a short time the house, with all the furniture and stock, 
was entirely destroyed. 

81* The Bishop of Durham consecrated the church of St. 

Panl, Arthur's Hill, Newcastle. His lordship also visited the Infirmary 
in his capacity of Grand Visitor, and made a highly eulogistic entry in 
the Tisitors* book as to the manner in which the institution was conducted. 

Sepiember 6. A meeting was held at York, of deputations from the 
Great North of England, North Midland, York and North Midland, 
Manchester and Leeds, Birmingham and Derby, Durham Junction, and 
Brandling Junction Railway Companies, to consider what steps should be 
taken to extend the Great North of England Railway to Newcastle. It 
was finally resolved to raise a capital of £500,000, in £25 shares, for the 
purpose of forming a line from Darlington to the Durham Junction 
Railway, near Houghton-le-8pring, a distance of twenty miles, from 
whence a communication would be obtained to Gateshead by the Durham 
Junction and Brandling Junction Railways, the above railway companies 
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undertaking to guarantee the subscribers six per cent, per annum for ten 
years. The Newcastle and Carlisle Company subsequently agreed to join 
the above companies in the leasing of the new line. In November, 1843, 
however, the Newcastle and Darlington Railway Company freed the guar- 
anteeing lines from their engagement. 

Septmber 14. A fight took place this afternoon, at Elswick, near New- 
castle, between two men, named Richard Robson and John Maclean, both 
in the employment of Messrs Abbot and Co., Gateshead, which terminated 
in the death of Maclean. 

14. A bazaar in aid of the building fand of the new churoh at 

8eaham was opened in Sunderland, and was continued on the 15th and 
16th. One of the stalls was presided over by the Marchioness of Lon- 
donderry, and the affair was by far the most brilliant ever held in the 
town. The debt on the church was £700, but the proceeds of the bazaar 
exceeded £1,200. A fancy dress ball in aid of the Sunderland Infirmary 
took place on the 16th, and was attended by the Marquis and Mardiionesa 
of Londonderry, Lord Ward, Lord Seaham, Lord Cantilupe, Lord Howiek, 
Lady Rendlesham, &c., &c. 

15. An election for a representative of the borough of Sun- 
derland, rendered vacant by the resignation of Alderman Thompson (who 
became a member for Westmoreland, to the intense disgust and indignation 
of his former constituents), took place before the mayor (R. White, Esq.). 
Mr. Walker Featherstonhaugh proposed Viscount Mowick, and Uie 
nomination was seconded by Mr. Button Cha3rtor. Dr. Miller and Mr. 
Scurfield proposed Mr. Matthias Wolverley Attwood ; and Mr. Mowatt 
and Mr. Carlyle proposed Colonel Pe3rronnet Thompson. The show of 
hands was declared to be in favour of Colonel Thompson, but thatgentle- 
man*s name being withdrawn, the polling on the 16th was as follows:— 
Howick, 705 ; Attwood, 463. Lord Howick was chaired on the 17th, in 
the course of which an unfortunate collision occurred between his friends 
and a party of Mr. Attwood's, at the Reform Tavern, Monkwearmouth. 
Stones were thrown from the house, one of which struck Lord Howidc, 
and this having exasperated the crowd accompanying him, they returned 
the attack, and broke some of the windows of the premises. The land- 
lord, Mr. Edward liddle, became much excited on observing the damage, 
and, snatching up a fowling piece, he presented it out of a window, aiid 
pulled the trigger, but the gun fortunately missed fire. The house, in 
consequence of this rash proceeding, was almost completely gutted by the 
mob, and some, but not very much, injury was also done to the Bridge 
Inn and other taverns. Liddle was afterwards fined £5 for his breach of 
the peace. The friends of Lord Howick gave him a dinner on the 20th, 
in the AthensBum, to celebrate his return. Mr. Featherstonhaugh pre- 
sided, and Dr. Brown was in the vice-chair, and the general oompany 
numbered about 250. 

■ 21. Married, at Ampthill, Beds., Sir Matthew White Ridley, 

Bart., of Blagdon, to Cecilia Ann, eldest daughter of Mr. Baron Ptoke. 

■ 22. The Rev. William Turner, who had nearly completed the 
sixtieth year of his ministiy at Hanover Square chapel, Newcastle, having 
signified his intention of leaving the town, to reside with his daughter at 
Manchester, a meeting of the members of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society was held this day, C. W. Bigge, Esq., in the chair, when it was 
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reflolved to mark their sense of the services of Mr. Tamer to the society 
{see p. 69), and to every scientific and charitable institution in Newcastle, 
by raising a sum of money for his benefit. A considerable amoant was 
ultimately realised by tlus subscription. September 26, Mr. Turner 
preached his farewell sermon in Hanover Square chapel, and in the course 
of it referred, with characteristic modesty, to his establishment of the 
first Sunday School in the North of England, and to the share which he 
had taken in founding the literary Society, the Jubilee School, the 
Mechanics* Institute, luid other similar institutions. The reverend gen- 
tleman, then in his eighty-first year, performed the service without the 
aid of spectacles. 

September 24. The Queen granted a new Charter of Incorporation to 
the borough of Hartlepool, the Corporation of that town having been ex- 
tinct since 1883. (See page 17.) William Yollum, Esq., was appointed 
mayor by this instrument, which simply revived the old charter of 1593. 

-^— — - 28. A new Catholic chapel, at Swinburne Castle, Northum- 
berlmndy erected at the expense of Thomas Riddell, Esq., was opened for 
Divine service. 

— — 30. The annual meeting of the Highland Agricultural So- 
ciety commenced at Berwick, which was thronged with strangers from all 
parts of the country. The show of seeds, &c., was to have taken place 
fna the 29th, but, in consequence of a tempest of wind and rain during the 
morniDg, it was postponed until to-day, when the entire exhibition gave 
the ntmoflt satisfaction. The entries were as follows : — Cattle, 175; 
horses, 90; sheep, 653; pigs, 33; the total number being unequalled in 
the annals of the society. A dinner took place after the show, at which 
the Duke of Richmond presided, the Marquis of Tweeddale being croupier. 
The Dukes of Roxburgh and Buccleuch, the Earls of Buchan and Cour- 
town. Lord Howick, Lord Ossulston, Lord Templcmore, and nearly all 
the landed proprietors of the district, were present, the number of guests 
being 1,938. 

^^^— 30. The foundation-stone of the new church at Pelton, in the 
parish of Chester-le-Street, was laid by Thomas Fenwick, Esq., of South 
HilL The church, which cost about £1,400, is in the early English style 
of anhitecture, and affords accommodation for 400 persons. The edifice 
was consecrated on the 24th October, 1842, by the Bishop of Durham. 

— — 30. The foundation-stone of a new church was laid at Cambo, 
in the parish of Hartbum, Northumberland, by Lady Trevelyan, of Wal- 
lington. A chapel had anciently stood in the same field, and was used 
for Divine service until about the beginning of the seventeenth century. 
Angnst 17, 1843, the new building, which is a very elegant one, was 
consecrated by the Bishop of the diocese. The cost of the erection was 
aboat £1,200. 

About this time, the market place in the city of Durham 



enlarged, the burial-ground of St. Nicholas^ Church having been flag- 
ged over and added to it. The church was also partially rebuilt, the first- 
mcntioped improvement having been executed by the Corporation, and 
the latter by Uie Conmiissioners of Paving. 

October 1. The lighthouse upon Coquet Island was lighted up for the 
first time. 

^^^— 4. A training school for the education of schoolmasters was 
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opened at Dnrham, bj the Diocesan School Society. The institation has 
proved of signal usefulness in the district. 

October 4. One of the most extraordinary achievements of modem en- 
gineering — ^the removal of Sunderland lightiiouse from the site on which 
it had been erected in 1802 — ^was brought to a successful conclusion, in the 
presence of a great number of spectators. The north pier having been 
considerably extended since the construction of the lighthouse, the desiim- 
bility of removing the building forced itself upon the attention of the River 
Conunissioners, and they had resolved to take it down and re-construct it 
at the extreme end of the pier, when Mr. John Murray, their engines, 
proposed to remove it entire. His plans having been approved of, the 
masonry of the base, which was fifteen feet in diameter, was cut away, and 
timbers were inserted through the building, and extending seven feet be- 
yond it. Above, and at right angles to them, another tier of timbers was 
inserted so as to form a cradle or base, 29 feet square, and this cradle was 
supported upon bearers, with about 250 wheels, each six inches in diameter, 
to traverse upon a railway laid for the purpose. The building, which 
was 78 feet high, and weighed about 300 tons, had to be drawn 
about 30 feet to the north, and 420 feet to the east, and for the first 
movement screw power was employed, a winch and tackle being used 
while moving eastward. The rate of movement varied from 1 to 2 feet per 
minute, and the line was laid on a curve in order to bring the reflector 
round to a due east position. The preparations were commenced on the 
2nd of August, and the operations would have terminated sooner had it 
been possible to have laid the whole of the *' ways" at once. Hie work 
was concluded without the slightest injury to life or property, the light- 
house being lighted up nightly as usual, and great credit was awarded 
to Mr. Murray for his ability and success. The entire cost of the removal 
was £827, being less by £893 than the estimated expense of re-erection. 

4. Wm. John Vollum, Esq., was elected mayor of Hartlepool. 

5. A meeting was held in the Guildhall, Newcastle, " to con- 
sider the propriety of petitioning her Majesty to delay the prorogation of 
Parliament with a view to relieve the present distress of the people by the 
total repeal of the Com Laws." Mr. Harle moved the firat resolution, 
which was met by an amendment from Mr. Attwood, who recommended the 
adoption of a memorial against the Poor Laws, and in favour of universal 
sufi&ago. Mr. Cook, Mr. Blakey, and others, supported the amendment, 
but on a division the mayor declared the original motion carried, and left 
the hall amidst great uproar; after which, A&. T. Gray was called to the 
chair, and Mr. Attwood's memorial was adopted, and ordered to be trans- 
mitted to the Queen. A similar meeting was held at Sunderland on the 
previous day, but the intention of the promoters was there carried out. 

6. This morning, an immense quantity of water burst into 

Waldridge colliery, Chester-le-Street. Nearly seventy persons were below 
at the time, but they effected their escape into some old workings, and 
were afterwards safely brought to bank. 

7. On this and the two previous days, an almost continued 

rain fell throughout this district, the quantity measured at the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, Newcastle, during the above period, being 2*7 
inches. Hie river Tyne, in consequence, was greatly flooded, the shops 
and cellars upon the Quayside and Stockbridge, Newcastle, being over- 
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flowed, and many sewers burst. All the rivers in North Northnmberland, 
were very high, and much injury was done in the neighbourhood of 
Wooler. At Blanchland and Allcnsford, the bridges were partially de- 
stroyed, the Derwent having risen to a greater height than was ever 
known, with the exception of 1771. 

October 22. The new church at Wingatc, Durham, was consecrated 
by the Bishop of the diocese. The building, which was designed by Mr. 
Jackson, of Durham, is of early English architecture, and cost £1,100. 

22. The " Elephant Rock," a remarkable natural curiosity, on 

the sea shore, near Hartlepool, was thrown down during a high sea. 

2G. The friends of Lord Ho wick gave him a dinner in the 

Theatre, Alnwick, as a token of their high esteem. About 150 gentlemen 
sat down, the chair being occupied by P. J. Selby, Esq., and the vice- 
chairs by R. Carr, E. Clavering, G. Darling, and J. S. D. Selby, Esqrs. 

27. A bazaar, in aid of the funds of the Northern Asylum for 

the Blind and Deaf and Dumb, was opened in Newcastle. Stalls were 
occupied by the Countess of Hardwicke, Lady Ravensworth, the Hon. 
Mrs. Liddell, Lady Williamson, &c., &c. ; and the Duchess of Northum- 
berland honoured the bazaar with her presence. The total proceeds of 
the bazaar exceeded £933. 

28. lliis morning, during a heavy sea, and while a brig 

named the Sibsons was off Blyth harbour, the life-boat committee deter- 
mined to launch the boat for the purjKJSO of practising the crew. Mr. 
J. Hodgson, owner of the Sibsons, and a crew of eleven men, embarked 
in the boat, Mr. Hodgson offering the men £3 if they could reach his 
vessel, but they had scarcely put off when the waves capsized the 
boat, which remained bottom upwards. Mr. Hodgson and one of the 
crew dang to the boat, and were saved, but the others were all drowned, 
in the sight of hundreds of persons who were totally unable to render 
any assistance. 

31. The parish church of St. John Lee, Hexham, was re- 
opened, after being repaired and enlarged, under the superintendence of 
lir. Dobson, architect. The church was greatly improved in appearance 
by the alterations. 

November 9. The annual election of Mayors and other corporate officers 
took place. The following were the chief magistrates appointed in this 
district : — Newcastle^ James Hodgson (John Tliomas Carr, sheriff). 
CkfUsheadj George Sowerby. Durhnn, John Bramwell. Sunderland, Sir 
H. Williamson, Bart. Stockton, William Skinner, Jun. Morjreih, William 
Clarke. Berwick, Alexander Cahill (Ralph Forstcr, sheriff). 

10. Tlie intelligence of the birth of the Prince of Wales, on 

the 9th November, arrived from the metropolis, and was received with 
inexpressible joy by all ranks in Northumberland and Durham. In Dur- 
ham, the afternoon was observed as a holiday, and the mayor entertained 
the Council and principal inhabitants to dinner, in the Town Hall. A 
similar entertainment was given by the mayor of Mori>eth. Bell ringing, 
and other signs of rejoicing everywhere prevailed, and in some places 
the day concluded with a bonfire. The Corporations of Newcastle, Gates- 
head, Sunderland, and other towns, afterwards voted congratulatory ad- 
dresses to her Majesty. A meeting of the county of Northumberland was 
held for the same purpose, on the 24th November. 
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November 14. An alarming fire occurred this morning, at Fiian* Goose 
colliery, near Ghtteshead, by which an extensive range of aheds, acreens, 
&c,y and a number of waggons, were consumed. The damage waa esti- 
mated at £800. 

14. This afternoon, flames were obsenred to be iasoing from 

the roof of the ancient and beautiful parish church at Whickham. By 
the united exertions of the inhabitants, the damage, howeyer, waa oonfoied 
to a number of the pews and part of the roof. 

16. A new Roman Catholic chapel, erected at Longhoraley, 

principally at the cost of Thomas Riddell, Esq., of Felton, waa opened for 
public worship. 

17. Died, in Newcastle, aged 90, the Bev. James Chambers, 

M.A., for many years minister of the Castle Qarth Dissenting chapel in 
that town. Mr. Chambers was a talented linguist, and a profonnd biblical 
scholar. 

20. The foundation-stone of a Primitiye Methodist diapel was 

laid at Bishop Auckland. 

26. Died, at Genoa, Louisa Elizabeth, Countess of Durham, 

relict of the late Earl, whom she survived only sixteen months. The re- 
mains of the Countess were interred in the family vault at Chester-le- 
Street, on December 28. The church was hung with black, and the long 
procession which followed the body testified the feelings which animated 
the tenantry and dependents of her ladyship. 

30. Coal was won at North Biddick colliery, Durham, when 

much rejoicing took place amongst the woi^men. 

December 6. The Tweed Bank, at Berwick, stopped payment. The 
transactions of the bank were very extensive, and from its issuing notes, 
which were in the hands of all classes, the announcement of its failure 
caused great consternation in the district. The partners were William 
Smith Batson, John Wilson, and John Langhome. A first dividend of 
5s. in the pound was paid in July, 1842 ; a second, of Is. 5d., in January, 
1843; a third, of 3s. Id., in July, 1843; a fourth, of 6d., in February, 
1845; and a fifth, of 3d., in January, 1850. 

8. The foundation-stone of a new chapel (afterwards called the 

Caledonian Church) was laid in Argyle Street, Newcastle. The building 
was erected for the congregation connected with Wall Knoll chapel. 

10. Died, at Wolsingham, aged 67, Jane Suddick, better 

known by the cognomen of '' Lish." The deceased measured 6 feet 5 
inches in height, without her shoes, and was besides very corpulent. 

10. A malicious trick was played by two young men at 

Wingate colliery, Durham, by which a man, named Floordown, who was 
standing on the bank, was thrown headforemost down the pit. Wonder- 
ful to relate, after descending about sixteen yards, he caught hold of an 
ascending rope, turned himself upwards, and was brought safely to the 
surface 1 

17. A great sensation was created in Alnwick about Uiis time 

in consequence of Mr. William Gibb, agent to Messrs Lambton and Co., 
bankers, Newcastle, having absconded, after committing a number of for- 
geries. 

27. Elton church, Durham, after being almost entirely re- 
built, was re-ox>ened for Divine service. 
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December 29. A beantifal silver tea and coffee service was presented to 
BCr. 8. Donkin, of Bywell, at Morpeth, by the ratepayers of Northumber- 
land, as a mark of their approbation of his advocacy of a reform in the 
ooonty expenditure. 

■ . Died, at Painshaw, Durham, aged 92, Mr. James Beadling. 
He left behind him 135 children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 

. Shortly before the close of this year, a subscription was 
raised at Morpeth for the purpose of relieving the destitute poor of that 
town. A large sum was raised, and upwards of seventy persons were set 
to work, the men receiving Is. 3d. per day ; and various improvements 
were effected. The funds enabled the men to l>e employed for eight weeks. 

1841. During the autumn of this year, the Consett iron works, near 
Shotley Bridge, were established, and the place, from a barren moor, 
without population for miles around, speedily became an immense hive of 
industry, which still continues to increase in numbers and prosperity. 

— . This year, Shotton Grange colliery, Durham, was sunk by 
the Haswell Coal Company. The undertaking was one of the most costly 
ever attempted in the county, and in 1849, when the cost had been nearly 
£120,000, but little success had been attained in working the coal. 
Binoe that period, however, the mine has proved successful. 

1842, January 10. The Shildon tunnel, one of the greatest railway 
works in the county of Durham, was opened with much ceremony and 
rejoicing. Hitherto the Bishop Auckland coal-field had been connected 
with the coast by a series of inclines, entailing great loss and delay in 
tranait; and to obviate these inconveniences this tunnel was projected, 
and the work commenced April 22, 1839. The undertaking was accom- 
pliahed at a cost of £100,000, the tunnel being 1,300 yards long, and 
admitting two lines of railway. Its greatest depth from the surface is 
120 feet. 

— 14. A boiler explosion took place at the Jarrow alkali works, 
near South Shields. The engine-house was completely blown down, and 
two men were killed. 

-^^— 20. Cresswell Cresswell, Esq., M.P. for Liverpool, and bro- 
ther of A. J. Baker Cresswell, Esq., of Cresswell, Northumberland, was 
appointed one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas. 

25. The ceremonial of christening his Hoyal Highness the 

Rrince of Wales took place, and was celebrated throughout the country 
with suitable demonstrations of joy. Shops and places of business 
were everywhere closed, and at North and South Shields, Sunderland, 
Bttmaidcastle, and Darlington, distributions of meat, soup, or other neces- 
■iriee, were made to the poor. At Alnwick, the Duke of Northumberland 
ordered a dinner for 500 workmen belonging to the town, and a danoo 
oondnded the festivities. At Newcastle, a rather serious affray took 
l^aoe between the Volunteer Infantry (which had fired Skfeu-de-jaie on the 
Bandhill) and a mob which assembled in St. Nicholas^ Square, the latter 
having attacked the volunteers with snowballs as they dispersed, causing 
great uproar and terror in the thoroughfares for some time after. 

-*— 25. The new chapel of St. Patrick, at the Felling, near Gates- 
head, was opened, with the usual magnificent ceremonies of the Church of 
Borne. A sermon was preached by the Hev. William Riddell, by whose 
seal the erection of the building was principally effected. 
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January 26. A snow stonn, the greatest which had oocnrred for twenty 
years, was experienced in South Durham. In Darlington, the streets were 
so much blocked up that many shops remained closed all day. Coaches 
and conveyances of every description were almost entirely stopped, and 
the mails were all considerably delayed. Many disasters oocorred at sea, 
owing to the suddenness of the storm, and several lives were lost. The 
snow remained till the 29th, when a gradual thaw set in, in the course of 
which two boys were drowned at Stockton, by the breaking of the ice on 
a pond. 

29. Died, at Ridley Hall, Northumberlandi aged 44, John 

Davidson, Esq., high-sheriff of that county in 1889. 

29. Died, in London, aged 75,William Henry Vane, Duke and 

Marquis of Cleveland, Earl of Darlington, Viscount Barnard, and Baron 
Raby, K.G., Lord Lieutenant of the County of Durham, Colonel of the 
Durham Militia, <&c., &c. The deceased was the only son of Henry, second 
Earl of Darlington, and married, in 1787, Katherine, daughter and co- 
heiress of the last Duke of Bolton, by whom his Grace had eight children. 
He married, secondly, in 1807, Elizabeth, daughter of R. Russell, Esq., by 
whom he had no issue. He sat in the House of Commons for some years 
as a member for Winchilsea, which, like Camelford, ''belonged" to the 
family. In 1827 he was advanced to the title of Marquis of Cleveland; in 
1833 he was created a Duke; and in 1839 he was elected a Eiiight of the 
Garter. His devotion to field sports was almost unparalleled {see p. 125), 
and his stud of racehorses was one of the best, and for some years one of 
the most successful, ever known on the turf. In his political life his grace 
was a staunch Whig ; and so jealous was he of his character in this re- 
spect that on a rumour being circulated in 1835 that he had become a 
Conservative, he addressed a letter to the " Newcastle Journal " express- 
ing his ''surprise and indignation," and calling upon the editor to pnblish 
his " positive denial of the truth" of the assertion. His Grace was buried 
with great privacy at Staindrop. The entailed estates of the family de- 
volved on his Grace's eldest son, who, as Lord Barnard and Earl of Dar- 
lington, had sat in the House of Commons for the counties of Durham and 
Salop, and the boroughs of Tregony, Saltash, and Totness. The unen- 
tailed property was left to his Grace's younger sons. Lord William Pow- 
lett and Lord Harry Vane. The personal property was sworn under one 
million sterling. In July, 1844, a large and very beautiful monument to 
the memory of his Grace was placed in Staindrop Church. There is a por- 
trait of the Duke, when Earl of Darlington, engraved by Fry. 

. The Telford silver medal was presented to Mr. Thomas Sop- 

with, Newcastle, for a paper on geological models read to' the Institutioa 
of Civil Engineers. 

About this time the Magdalen Fields* estate, near Berwick, 



was purchased by his Grace the Duke of Northumberland from Lord 
bume, for, it was stated, £28,000. 

Fdruary 3. Died, in Newcastle, aged 82, the Rev. Moses Manners, 
rector of "nielverton, Norfolk, and perpetual curate of St. Ann's, New- 
castle. The deceased succeeded the Rev. John Brand, the historian, as 
usher of the Royal Granmiar School in 1784, and was presented to the 
above curacy in 1786 ; and to the rectory (by Lord Eldon) in 1813. 

-^-— 4. The first number of a monthly newspaper, entitled the '' Tyne 
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Coarier,"* was published at Sonth Sliields, bat it existed only a very short 
time. 

jPefo-Mory 14. A monster bottle, dressed np with clothes, «S:c.« to resem- 
ble a large doll, was found in the Vesta steam vessel, whilst lying at New- 
castle Quay. It had been manufactured for the purpose of smuggling 
whisky from Scotland. 

17. Goals from Heugh Hall, or El vet colliery, Durham, were 

eonveyed along the Durham and Sunderland Railway for the first time. 

18. The skeleton of a female was discovered near Building 

Hill, Sunderland. It was about three feet below the surface, and had 
evidently lain many years. 

20. Died, at Felton, aged 83, John Reed, Esq., formerly of 

Ghipchase Gastle; and on the 2dth, aged 85, Miss Reed, his sister. Mr. 
Reed was distributor of stamps for Northumberland and Durham. His 
wm succeeded him in his office for Northumberland, and the Hon. G. 
liddell in that for Durham. 

22. James Liddle, foreman at Messrs Lumsdon and Son's 

anchor manufactory, Monkweamiouth, was this day remonstrating with a 
workman, named James Robertson, for neglecting his work, when the latter 
lifted up a sledge hammer, i^cighing about 69b.j and struck the foreman 
a tremendous blow on the head. The unfortunate man dieil in a few 
hours. Robertson was tried at the Durham summer assizers, before Lord 
Denman, and was sentenced to transportation for life. 

— -'=^^ 26. Died, at Lesbury, aged 80, John Herdman, M.D. Tho 
deceased Was the author of several medical works, and practised as a 
physician many years in London with great success, having been ap- 
pointed one of the physicians to H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex. Owing to 
conscientious scruples as to the propriety of continuing in the meiiical 
Itrofession, he gave up practising, and entered into holy orders, after which 
he frequently preached at Howick, Alnwick, and the neighbourhood, where 
hiB Wcudth and munificence caused him to be widely known and respected. 
• ■ • ■ - 27. Died, at Mitford Castle, Northumberland, in his 65th year, 
Beitnon Osbaldeston Mitford, Esq;, tho lineal representative of that 
imcient family. 

March 6. The Scotch church, Saville Street, South Shields, in con- 
iiection with the Presbytery of Newcastle, was opened for Divine service. 

9. During a violent thunder storm, the lightning stnick one 

bt the tall chimneys at Messrs Cookson's alkali works. South Shields, 
mid stripped off the outer coating of bricks for upwards of thirty feet. 
Several people were injured by the falling materials, and one man died 
shortly afterwards. 

13. Died, at Alnwick Castle, aged 68, the Revi Thoznas 

Singleton, D.D.^ Archdeacon of Northumberland and Rector of Elsdoh 
•ad Howick. The deceased was tutor to the Duke of Northumberland 
at Cambridge, and was his private secretary on his embassy to Paris, and 
when Lord- Lieutenant of Ireland. Mr. Singleton's mother was a daughter 
of Grose, the eminent antiquary. The three celebrated letters on Church 
Reform, written by the Rev. Sydney Smith, were addressed to Arch- 
dsaoon Singleton, who was an intimate friend of the witty Canon of St. 
Pkinrs. The Rev. William Forbes Raymond was shortly afterwards col- 
lated to the vacant archdeaconry. 

u 
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March 16. Died, at Adderstone, Norihnmberluid, aged 61, Thomas 
Forster, Elsq., the head of the ancient county family of that name. 

20. Died, at Cheltenham, aged 80, Mrs. Woodcock, a native 

of Sunderland. By her will she left £2,000 to the charitable instita- 
tions of Sunderland. She had previously erected ten almahoiiBes, in 
Maritime Place, Bishopwearmouth, placing £4,200 in trust to pay £5 
each, half-yearly, to ten poor widows of master mariners, living in Sunder- 
land and Bishopwearmouth, of good character, and upwards of 56 years of 
age. Mrs. Woodcock also invested £1,000 for the maintenance of the 
church schools of the above parishes; £200 to supply coab and an annual 
dinner to the almshouse pensioners ; and £600 to be divided amongst six 
trustees for their trouble in carrying out her will. 

21. Died, at Woodhom, aged 87, the Rev. Benjamin Kenni- 

cott, forty-four years vicar of that parish. 

24. Died, at Morpeth, aged 75, the Rev. Frederick Ekins, 

only son of the Rev. Jefirey f^ns, Dean of Carlisle, whom he snooeeded 
in the rectory of Morpeth, in 1791. 

31. A fire was discovered this morning, in the ropery of Mr. 

Coates, near Sunderland Moor, in a building used as a warehouse for 
ropes, tar, &c. Owing to the inflammable nature of the materialfi, Uie 
place was entirely destroyed before the flames could be extinguished. 

April 5. The foundation-stone of the new church of St. Peter, was laid 
at Scremerston, in the parish of Ancroft, by Mrs. Eiiight, of Ford. The 
church, which was erected at a cost of £1,000, afifords accommodation to 
300 persons. It was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, on the 2drd 
August, 1843. 

7. The tunnel constructed by Messrs Porter and Latimer, the 

owners of Spital Tongues colliery, near Newcastle, to connect, by a rail- 
way, that colliery with the river Tyne, was opened amidst much rejoicing, 
in the presence of the mayor and several members of the Corporation. 
The tunnel, which was commenced on June 27, 1839, is about two miles 
in length, having a gradual descent of 222 feet, and the waggons are 
worked by a stationary engine. The tunnel at one point is 85 feet be- 
low the surface, and its dimensions are 7 feet 5 inches in height, by 6 feet 
3 inches in width. The owners entertained their friends on tiie conclusion 
of the ceremony. 

9. Married, at Cheltenham, the Rev. John Alex. Blackett, 

vicar of Heddon-on-the-Wall, to Anne Jane, only daughter of the late 
Lieut.-Col. Andrew Hamilton, and niece of W. Ord, Esq., M.P., of 
Whitfield Hall. 

■ 10. An alarming fire occurred this evening, in the premises 

of Mr. John Wolstenholme, grocer and baker, High Street, Sunderland. 
The supply of water was very defective, and, before the flames were got 
under, Mr. Wolstenholme^s premises were totally destroyed, and damage 
was incurred to the extent of about £1,400. 

' 11. A running match between Scarlett (otherwise " The 
Doctor''), of Newcastle, and Atkinson, of Durham, took place for £200, 
on the turnpike road near Lambton Park. The distance was a quarter of 
a mile, which was accomplished by Atkinson in fifty-four seconds, his 
rival being three or four yards behind him. At least 10,000 spectators 
were present. 
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AprQ 13. A meeting of the connty of Northnmberland was held at 
Moipeth, to consider the Income Tax proposed by the Govenmient. The 
high-ehetiff, E. Riddell, Esq., presided. Mr. S. Donkin proposed a re- 
flolation condemnatory of ihe measure, which was seconded by Mr. 
Fenwick, of Uigham, and carried nnanimonsly. Other resolntions were 
sabmitted to the meeting, by Mr. E. J. Clavering, Mr. D. Turner, Mr. G. 
Darling, Mr. Monck, lb-. R. Can* (Hedgley), and others, and petitions 
were afterwards presented to both Houses of Parliament against the tax. 

18. The Mayor of Newcastle (J. Hodgson, Esq.) was pre- 
sented at her Majesty's levee, by Mr. Ord, for the purpose of presenting 
theoongratulatoiy address from the Corporation on the birth of the Prince 
of Wales, and had the honour of kissing hands on the occasion. His 
wonhip also presented the address to PHnce Albert, at Buckingham 
P^aoe, on the following day. 

21. Early this morning, a fire broke out in the boat-building 

shop of Mr. Anderson, Low Lights, North Shields, which was totally 
burnt down, with all the stock, &c, 

24. A dinner was given in Grateshead to Mr. Alderman Wil- 
ton, of that borough, after which the chairman, the Rev. W. Atkinson, 
pieeented Mr. Wilson with a bust of himself, executed by Mr. Dunbar, 
at the request of a number of gentlemen. Mr. Wilson requested leave of 
the subscribers to place the bust in the new public rooms, Gateshead Fell, 
which was gladly acceded to. 

27. The Marquis of Londonderry took the oaths as Lord- 

lieatenant and Gustos Rotnlorum of the county of Durham. 

27. The members of the Boards of Guardians of the Northern 

District entertained Sir John Walsham, Bart., Assistant Poor- Law Com- 
missioner, to a dinner in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, as a mark of 
Adr approbation of the manner in which he had discharged his arduous 
dutiet daring a period of six years, and of regret at his departure from the 
district. J. G. Jobliug, Elsq., of Newton Hall, presided, and J. L. Loraine 
and J. Tinley, Elsqrs., acted as vice-chairmen. 

Mojf, Lmrd Prudhoe was elected President of the Royal Institution, 
in the place of the Duke of Somerset, resigned. 

■ 4. Died, at St. Petersburg, aged 62, Sir Robert Ker Porter, 

the celebrated traveller. The deceased was a brother of the well-known 
authoresses, Anna Maria and Jane Porter, and was bom at Durham in 
1780, being descended maternally from two ancient Northumbrian families. 
In early life he attained considerable celebrity as a painter, particularly 
of battle pieces, and in 1804 he was invited to Russia, and appointed 
historical painter to the Czar. During his residence in that country, he 
married Maiy, daughter of Prince Theodore do ScharbatofT, who survived 
him. After leaving Russia, he accompanied Sir John Moore in the dis- 
astrous campaigfn which terminated at Corunna; and he afterwards visited 
Persia, South America, and other countries, in the diplomatic service, his 
last appointment being that of Consul at Venezuela, from whence he 
retomed in 1841. The deceased was knighted in 1813. He was the 
author of " Sketches in Russia and Sweden,** 1808; ^' Letters from Por- 
tugal and Spain,** 1809; *' Narrative of the late Campaign in Russia,** 
1818; '< Travels in Georgia, Persia, <Sx.,** 1821, <&c. &c. 

-— ^-— 9. The comer-stone of a new church at High South wick, near 
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Sunderland, dedicated to the Trinity, was laid by Uie Venerable Arch- 
deacon Thorp, in the presence of a number of the dergy and inhabitants. 
The edifice, a very indegant one, was opened for Divine servioe, December 
17, 1843. 

May 11. Married, in London, Captain the Hon. Qeorge A. F. lid- 
dell, fifth son of Lord Ravensworth, to Cecil, youngest daughter of the 
Hon. and Rev. G. V. Wellesley, D.D., reotor of Bishopwearmonth. 

14. A hostile meeting took plaoe at Marsden, between Mr. 

Richard Spoor, one of the magistrates of Sunderland (who was attended 
by Captain Crawford), and Mr. Joseph John Wright (accompanied by Dr. 
Miller). The difference arose in consequence of a letter of Mr. Wright's to 
the Marquis of Londonderry, reflecting upon Mr. Spoor, having been 
read by that nobleman in the House of Lords. After an exchange of 
shots, the seconds interposed, and an explanation having been made and re- 
ceived, the parties left the ground. 

23. Married, in London, the Hon. Qeorge Liddell, third son 

of Lord Ravensworth, to Louisa, daughter of QenenJ the Hon. Robert 
Meade. 

23. A very ancient grave was discovered at Broomhouse, near 

Angerton, Northumberland. It contained the remains of a female 
placed in a sitting position, with several short knives of flint and omar- 
mcnts of coal, and the whole was inclosed with flat stones, and was 45 
inches broad and 27 high. It was supposed to belong to a period aboat 
GOO years anterior to Christ. Many similar graves have been found in 
the same neighbourhood, and one of the same character was discovered, 
about a month after this date, at Sweethope, upon the Wansbeck. 

24. The Duke of Cleveland was appointed oolooel of the Dor- 
ham Militia. 

25. The Chevy Chase coach performed the journey between 

Darlington and Newcastle (34 miles) in the extraordinarily short period 
of two hours and ^ quarter. It brought the result of tho race for the 
Derby on the previous day, arriving in Newcastle a few minutes p^t nooiu 

25. A terrific thunder storm occurred at Bamardeastle and the 

neighbourhood. At Scargill, the farm-house of Mr. Bowron was strucli 
by the lightning, when part of the west gable was thrown down, and 
forced a great distance. Almost every pane of glass in the house was de- 
stroyed, the doors were shivered to pieces, and the walls and ceilings were 
stripped of their plaster. Mr. Bowring was sitting in the kitchen at the 
time, but, though his chair was broken to pieces and portions of hisdothcfi 
burnt, he did not sustain any serious injury. 

25. The boiler of a locomotive engine, standing on the Stan- 
hope and Tyne Railway at Annfield Plain, suddenly burst, just fis th^ 
train was about to start, when the engineman and brakesman were kiUed. 

27. Coal was won this day at Oakwellgate colliery, Gatesr 

head, the property of Messrs Easton and Co. Much rejoicing took place 
on the occasion. 

Jtifftf 4. A swarm of bees made their appearance in Newcastle, and 
finally rested upon a lamp-post in Newgate Street, from which they were 
safely secured. 

■ 8. Married, in London, the Marquis of Wf^tcrford, to Loius^i 

second daughter of Loid Stuart de Roths^, 
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June a Died, ftt Croxdale, aged 75, W. T. Sal\'in, Esq. 

8. Died, at Newbiggen, Northumberland, aged 104, Mr. John 

AnDstiong. 

13. A meeting was held at Sandcrlaud, the mayor in the 



or, to consider the best means of assisting the numerous unemployed 
woilonen in the town, when a large sum was raised for the pur|)oso of set- 
ting them to work. Same day, a similar meeting was held in Newcastle, 
the mayor (J. Hodgson, Esq.), presiding, when it was stateil that 3,468 
men were unemployed, and that their families, consisting of 8,124 women 
and children, were in a state of destitntion. Similar stc|)s were taken to 
thoae adopted in the previous year {see page 143), the daily wages |)aid 
being from Is. to Is. 6d. The Corporation subscribed £500 to the re^ 
quired fiinds. [The prevailing distress aggravated the j^iolitical fennen- 
tation then existing, but, although much alarm was felt, and the lower 
classes were suffering to an extent rarely known in tliis country, not a 
single attack upon property occurred in the district.! 

14. The foundation-stone of a new Wesley an chapel was laid 

at Bishop Auckland. The chapel, which accommodates 1,500 |>erson8, 
was opened on the 1st November. 

17. A meeting of the county of Northumlxirland was hold at 

Morpeth, the high-sheriff (E. Riddell, Esq.) presiding, when a congra- 
tulatory address to the Queen, on her happy escape from assassination by 
a man named Francis, was adopted by acclamation. The county of Dur- 
ham held a similar meeting on the 9th July, and the Corporations of the 
district also transmitted their congratulations on the occasion. 

18. The bill for the formation of the Newcastle and Darlings 

ton Railway received the Royal assent. Tlie company soon after pur- 
chased the Durham Junction Railway for £88,500. 

20. The foundation-stone of a new church was laid at Tltom- 

ky, Durham. The edifice, which is a very plain one, accommodates 350 
persons, and was consecrated by the Bishop of the diocese on the 8t]| 
August, 1843. 

II 21. A new Independent chapel was opened at Rothbury. 

— ^— 21. A violent thunder storm visited Newcastle, during which the 
hospital at the Barracks was struck by the lightning, and a soldier wan 
killed. Mr. Newton, nurseryman, a girl at Spital Tongues, and a woman 
at Arthur's Hill, were also struck down and temporarily rendered insensi- 
ble. At Lane Head, Weardale, the lightning entered a fann- house and 
did gretkt damage to the furniture, but without inflicting any jMirsonal in- 

. During this month, the North of England Banking Com- 
pany commenced withdrawing their notes from circulation and issuing 
&mk of England paper. 

Jtdjf 10. At the Bishop of Durham's ordination, Mr. Blythe Ilurst 
was ordained a deacon. Mr. Hurst had, until within a few months of this 
date, worked as a blacksmith at Winlaton, of which village he was a na- 
tive, and by unwearied industry, after the toils of his laborious trade were 
daily concluded, he acquired, without any assistance, an acr|uaintaiice with 
English, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, Syriac, and French, and also 
taught himself to write. At a time when Socialism was making much 
jnogiesa in the village, Mr. Hurst published a little pamphlet, entitled 
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'* Christianity do Priestcraft,** and the work having fallen into the hands 
of the Bishop of Durham, his lordship caused inqniries to he made, corres- 
ponded with Mr. Hurst as to his mode of study, and eventually gave the 
poor scholar the means of following that course of life for which he had 
long pined. He passed his examination with the highest credit, and re- 
mained some days on a visit to the Bishop at Auckland Castle, shortly 
after which he entered upon his ministerial duties as curate of Qanigilly 
near Alston. 

July 10. This afternoon, Mrs. Isahella Camahy, landlady of the 
Duke of Cumberland inn, Close, Newcastle, threw herself out of the attic 
window into the street below, a height of 86 feet, from the effects of 
which she died shortly after. 

11. Died, at Darlington, aged 108, Mrs. Elizabeth Hurworth. 

16. A boat race, for £150 aside, took place on the l^ne, from 

Newcastle Bridge to Lemington, between a boat called the St. Agnes, 
manned by a crew of brothers, named Clasper, and a London crew, named 
Newell, Coombes, and J. and R. Doubledee. The race was won easily by 
the latter in 29} minutes. 

18. A foot race, for £150 aside, took place at Butcher Bace, 

near Durham, between two men, named Atkinson and Whitehead. Neariy 
15,000 persons were present, the event exciting great interest Atkinaoa 
fell about 20 yards from the goal. 

25. Birth : In London, Lady Ridley, of a son and heir. 

26. A new burial ground at Beaton Carew was consecrated by 

the Bishop of Durham. The Rev. Dr. Hook, vicar of Leeds, afterwards 
preached an appropriate sermon. 

26. llie body of a young woman, named Jane Jackson, a 

servant at Sedgcfield,i was found on the sea-shore near Hardwick, Durham, 
under circumstances which left no doubt that she had been murdered. All 
the exertions of the police were, however, ineffectual in discovering the 
perpetrators of the deed. It is a somewhat singular illustration <^ the 
dangerous tendency of circumstantial evidence that, on the first discovery 
of the body, the father, brother, and sister of a female named Dixon swore 
positively that it was that of their relative, and a fourth person confirmed 
them by swearing that the stays taken from the body were made by her- 
self. The missing girl was, however, found alive and well at Lofthonse, 
living with the person who was at first suspected of having murdered her. 

28. The first importation of foreig^n cattle into the port of 

Newcastle took place under the new tariff; seventeen cattle having been 
brought in from Jersey. August 23, the first importation of a similar 
kind into Sunderland took place. 

. About this time, the Bishop of Durham presented an original 

portrait of Bishop Crewe to the University of Durham. Dr. Thorp also 
presented a portrait of Bishop Barrington; and Mr. Sutton, of Elton, gave 
a portrait of Jeremy Taylor. 

August 1. The foundation-stone of a new church was laid at Matfen, 
in the parish of Stamfordham, by Sir Edward Blackett, Bart The 
church, which is in the early English style of architecture, was erected at 
the sole expense of Sir £. Blackett, who also supplied the architectural 
designs. It affords accommodation for nearly 300 persons. September 17, 
1844, the building was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 
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Augutt 8. A fire broke ont in the dockyard of Messrs Yoang, South 
Shields, which raged with great violence for nearly four hours, and effected 
a very serious amount of injury. The calamity arose from the carelessness 
of a workman. 

— — — 10. A violent thunder storm visited the valley of the Tees, 
and did much damage. At Bamardcastle, a number of market stalls with 
their contents were scattered about by the electric fluid, and several houses 
were partially unroofed. At Darlington, the lightning struck the work- 
•hopB of Messrs Coates and Farmer, printers, and set them on fire, but the 
flames were fortunately soon extinguished. It also descended the chimney 
of Mr. Dobinson, who was sitting with his family round the fire, but, 
though the grate was forced out of its place, no one sustained any injury. 
Hie workshop of Mr. 6. Thompson, watchmaker, and the offices of ALr. 
Peacock, solicitor, in the same town, were also struck by the lightning and 
the walls partially injured. 

— ^— 22. His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge arrived at 
Stockton, on his way to Wynyard, to be present at the festivities conse- 
quent on the coming of age of Lord Seaham, when the Corporation pre- 
sented him with an address in the Town Hall. The royal duke afterwards 
proceeded to the Assembly Rooms, where an elegant collation was prepared, 
and he then proceeded to Wynyard amidst the cheering of the inhabitants. 
On his arrival at the seat of his noble entertainer, a dinner took place upon 
the lawn, to which between 700 and 800 of the Marquis's tenants and 
dqieiidents sat down. A whole ox had been roasted for the occasion, and 
strong ale, which had been brewed at the birth of Lonl Seaham, was 
plentifully distributed. On the 2drd, the royal duke visited the city of 
Durham, where he received an address from the Corporation, and was 
entertained at the Deanery. In the evening he returned to Wynyard, 
where a grand ball took place. On the 24th, after inspecting Loni Lon- 
donderry's collieries at Rainton, &c., his royal highness visited Pensher to 
attend a dinner g^ven to the Londonderry pitmen; 1,554 in number. On 
the same day, he arrived at Sunderland, when addresses from the Corpora- 
tion of that town and the inhabitants of South Sliields were presented. A 
dinner was fixed to take place at the Exchange at six o'clock, but his 
royal highness and his friends did not arrive till nine. Tlie dinner tickets 
were £1 10s. each, and 150 persons sat down; the company comprising 
the Duke of Rutland, the Marquises of Salisbury, Exeter, Londonderry, 
and Blandford; Baron Brunow; Lords Brownlow, Foley, Curzon, Clive, 
Seaham, Chelsea, Newport, and Cantilupe ; the Hon. H. T. Liddcll, and a 
number of ladies of rank. The chair was taken by R. Pcmberton, Esq., 
and the vice-chairs by Mr. J. J. Wright, Mr. J. Scott, and Mr. C. Bram- 
well. After the dinner, a ball took place in the Atheneeum, which was 
attended by 240 persons. The surplus derived from the dinner and ball 
was appropriated to the fund for the relief of the distressed workmen of 
the town. On the 25th, the royal duke, and a numerous party of the 
Marquis's guests, visited Seaham Harbour. A dinner to about 200 work- 
men, and another to about 100 ship-captains in the port, concluded the 
festivities. 

23. Married, at Hanley, Worcestershire, fklward John Col- 

lingwood, Esq., of Lilbum Tower and Chirton House, ne])hew of the late 
Lord Collingwood, to Anna, second daughter of the late Arthur Burdett, 
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Esq., of Dublin. Much rejoicing took place at North Shields, Chirtou, 
lilbnm, &c., on the occasion. 

August 23. During a thunder storm, which occurred this evening 
throughout the county of Durham, a young man, named Proud, was 
killed by the lightning, at Lamb's Close, near Hutton Henry, and a cottage 
at the same place was very much injured by the electric fluid. At Oastle 
Eklen, a woman, named Proud, was killed whilst nursing a child, which 
was also much hurt. At Thorp, a woman was struck blind; a field of 
barley was also set on fire; and various other accidents were caused by 
the visitation. 

25. Married, in London, by the Archbishop of York, the 

Right Hon. Lord Prudhoe, second son of Hugh, second Duke of North- 
umberland, to Lady Eleanor, eldest daughter of Earl Grosvenor, and 
granddaughter of the Marquis of Westminster. The marriage was 
solemnised in the presence of a large assemblage of the principal mem- 
bers of the aristocracy. At AlnWick, great rejoicings took place. A 
public dinner, presided over by W. Burrell, Esq., of Broome Park, was 
held in a spacious pavilion ; and a similar banquet took place at North 
Shields, at which Mr. Mitcalfe, M.P., took the chair. The workmen and 
dependents of his grace Were plentifully regaled, and the tenantry dined 
together at Newbum, North Shields, and other places. The bells of al- 
most every church in the county were rung at intervals throughout the 
day ; and salutes of cannon and musketry were extremely numerous. 

25. The new church at Windynook, near Gbteshead, was 

consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

27. By an Order in Council, the county of Northilnoiberland 

Was divided, for ecclesiastical purposes, into two archdeaconries, one re^ 
taining the name of the county, and the other being called the Arch- 
deaconry of Lindisfame. The first vacant canonry in Durhant Cathedral 
was ordered to be annexed to the Archdeaconry of NoFthumberland, and 
the vicarage of Eglingham, on the demise of its incumbent, was assigned 
to Lindisfame. Four new deaneries — those of Norham, Rothbury, Bel- 
lingliam, and Hexham — ^were also constituted by this instrument. 

29. Tlie fishermen of Cnllercoats netted the greatest number 

of herrings ever remembered, one boat alone having secured 22,000, and 
several other almost an equal quantity. 

Septen\ber 5. The County of Durham Agricultural Society, established 
in 1834, having ceased to exist, a meeting was held this day at Darling* 
ton, H. J. Spearman, Esq., in the chair, when it Was resolved to found a 
new society with a similar title. The chief object of the promoters was 
to encourage the breeding of cattle, &c., by tfn annual distribtltion of 
|)rizcs, and the first show for that purpose was held at Darlington on the 
17th October, and proved highly successfnl. A dinner was held in tho 
evening, at which H. J. Spearman, Esq., presided. The subsequent ex-» 
hibitions have been held as follows : — 

Chairmefl. 

1843, October 4, at Durham; H. J. Spearman, Esq. 

1844, October 3, at Stockton; Ix)rd Harry Vane. 

1845, Septem. 25, at Sunderland; J. Fawcett, Esq. 

1846, No show {see July 14, 1846). 

1847, Septem. 3, at Bamardcastk ; J. H. Aylmcr, Esq* 
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Ouurmen. 

1848, October 3, at Darlington; The Duke of Cleveland. 

1849, Septem. 18, at Gateshead; Hon. H. T. Liddoll. 

1850, October 2, at Durham; Lord Harry Vane. 

1851, July 30, at Stockton ; J. Farrer, *E:!iq. 

1852, August 18, at Sunderland; Geoi^ge Hudson, Es(|. 

1853, August 18, at Bishop Auckland; The Earl of Durhauu 

1854, August 4, at Darlington ; Lord A. Vane Tempest. 

1855, July 31, at Gateshead; Lord Ravens worth. 

1856, Septem. 5, at Durham; H. J. Spearman, Esq. 

1857, Septem. 4, at Stockton; 

September 14. Married, at Worting, Hants, William Lynn Smart, Esq., 
ni Xiewbitt House, Northumberland, to Charlotte Cathenue, second daugh- 
ter of the late W. H. Gordon, Esq., of Madras. 

14. Pursuant to previous announcement, an American sailor, 

named Michael Smith, jumped from the centre of Sunderland Bridge into 
the river Wear, a height of upwards of 100 feet. The feat was witnessed 
by upwards of 30,000 spectators, and was performed successfully, though 
faith's body was slightly bruised by its sudden contact with the water, 
the high wind then blowing having thrown him in an angular position 
whilst falling. September 23, a person, named John Thompson, a 
tailor, while in a fit of intoxication, boasted that he would rival Smith 
in this daring feat, and jimi]>ed off the bridge into the river. He was 
picked up a few minutes after, quite dead. 

— ^-— 15. The celebrated racing mare, Bee's-wing, the property of 
William Orde, Esq., of Nunnykirk, Northumberland, closed her wonderful 
career on the turf by winning the Doncaster Cup. This was Bce's-wing's 
fifty-first victory, and the twenty-fourth gold cup which she had won, a 
nmnber quite unprecedented. After having eight foals — four colts and 
four fillies-H9everal of which proved themselves worthy descendants of 
^the pride of the North," Bee's-wing died March 4, 1854, near Chester, 
aged 21 years. 

— — 17. The owners of Castle Eden new colliery, having won 
their Hutton seam, gave a grand dejeuner to 118 of their friends. Tlie chair 
was filled by Mr. Greenwell, and the vice-chair by Mr. liichardson. A 
merry dance was afterwards kept up with great spirit till a late hour. 

20. The Lord Bishop of Chester preached an eloquent sermon 

in the parish church of Gateshead, on behalf of the schools of that borough. 

— ■^— 21. A succession of the very uncommon phenomena, popu- 
larly known as waterspouts, was observed to occur at sea, near Tyne- 
moaih. At one period, five distinct waterspouts were in direct communi- 
cation with the ocean, and, besides a great number which occurreil 
oonsecntively, fourteen incipient spouts were seen at one time, but were 
prevented from reaching their full form by the action of the wind. The 
phenomena attracted great attention. 

— ^— 22. His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge arrived at 
Ravensworth Castle, on a visit to Lord Ilavensworth. The Bishop of 
Durham, Lord Barrington, and a distinguished circle, were present to re- 
ceive the royal duke. On the 24th, his royal highness paid a visit to 
Newcastle, and upon arriving on the bridge, he was received with a royal 
aalotefrom the castle. On alighting at the rooms of the f jiternry and i^hilo- 

X 
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sophical Society, he was received by the mayor ^J. Hodgson, Esq.), the 
corporate authorities, and many influential inhabitants of the town and 
neighbourhood. Addresses from the Corporations of Newcastle and 
Gktteshead were presented to him in the library, and his royal highness 
was then conducted by the mayor through the museum of the Natural 
History Society and the apartments of the Antiquarian Society, in the 
examination of which he evinced much pleasure. The royal duke next 
paid a visit to St. Nicholas' Church, where he was received by the vicar 
and clergy of the town, and where he inspected the arrangements 
made for the approaching musical festival. From the church, the 
party proceeded to the Central Exchange, with which his royal high- 
ness was greatly struck; he then visited the exhibition of the North 
of England Society for the Promotion of the Fine Arts, and, having 
viewed the various objects of art displayed there, he passed into the oof- 
fee-room of the Central Exchange, and was received with great cheering 
by a numerous party. His royal highness next visited the Batcher and 
Vegetable Markets, with the arrangements of which he expressed himself 
greatly delighted, and then, having thanked the mayor and sheriff for 
their attention in escorting him, he entered his carriage and returned to 
Ravensworth. The mayor, sheriff, and town-clerk joined the distin- 
guished party at dinner at Ravensworth Castle in the evening. On the 
26th, his royal highness arrived at Alnwick Castle, on a visit to the Duke 
of Northumberland, when an address was presented to him by the princi- 
pal inhabitants of that town. On the 27th, he paid a visit to the castle 
and hermitage of Warkworth. On the 29th and 30th, his royal high- 
ness was again at Newcastle (see below), when he inspected the troops in 
the barracks, and visited the Blind Asylum and other institutions. 

September 23. An iron steam-vessel, called the Prince Albert, the first 
of any consequence ever built of that material upon the Tyne, was launched 
from Mr. Coutts' yard, at Walker. Great rejoicing took place upon the 
occasion, and Mr. Coutts regaled his friends with a very elegant luncheon 
after the launch, 

26. A meeting was held in Newcastle, to welcome Mr. 

Joseph Sturge, of Birmingham, the president of the National Complete 
Suffirage Union. The meeting was a rather stormy one, but Mr. Sturge^s 
statements were heard with apparent satisfaction. On the 27th, Mr. 
Sturge visited Sunderland. 

27. A grand musical festival commenced in St. Nicholas* 

Church, Newcastle. The instnimental performers were 64 in number, and 
the chorus consisted of 163 voices, the whole being under the direction of 
Sir George Smart. Amongst the principal vocalists were Madame Cara- 
dori Allan, Miss Birch, Miss B. Hawes, Mr. H. Phillips, Mr. Hobbs, Mr. 
Machin, and Mr. Ashton. The church was fitted-up with galleries for 
the accommodation of the patrons of the festival as well as for the per- 
formers, and the arrangements generally were considered admirable. The 
performances on the first morning were of a miscellaneous character; on 
the 28th, Haydn's " Creation," and Rossini's " Stabat Mater," with some 
other piec<}8, were given ; and on the 29th, Handel's " Messiah" occupied 
tlie whole morning. Concerts were given each evening in the Theatre; 
and on the 30th, the festival ended with a grand fancy dress ball in the 
Assembly Rooms, which was attended by 550 ladies and gentlemen. 
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The ball was led off by the Marchioness of Londonderry and M. Bell, 
Esq., M.P., and, from the extraordinary magnificence of many of the 
dresses, the scene was one of the most brilliant ever witnessed in the 
town. The Duke of Cambridge was present at the third morning per- 
formance, with the Marquis and Marchioness of Londonderry, Lord and 
Lady Havens worth, &c., &c., and his royal highness also attended the 
ball. The result of the festival was extremely disheartening: the receipts 
at the church and theatre, including donations, were £1,865, and £311 
was realised by the ball ; but the expenses amounted to £2,875. The 
deficiency was made np by the subscribers to the guarantee fund. 

Siptember 30. A grand bazaar, in aid of the funds of the North of Eng- 
land Society for the Promotion of the Fine Arts, and the Natural His- 
tory Bodety, was held in the rooms of the Literary and Philosophical 
ISociety, Newcastle. The Marchioness of Londonderry and Misses Brand- 
ling occupied stalls in the museum, and Mrs. Mayoress and a number of 
other ladies had the management of stalls in the library. A large col- 
lection of Chinese curiosities, brought to this country by Captain Coulson, 
were exhibited in a separate apartment, and proved a great attraction. 
The bazaar was kept open on the 1st and 3rd October, closing with a 
grand promenade, and amongst the visitors during its progress were his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge, the Marquis of Londonderry, 
the Marquis of Normanby, Lord Ravcnsworth, Lord and Lady Barring- 
ton, Lady Williamson, and a great number of county families. The ad- 
missions realised £229, which with the sales brought up the total 
receipts to upwards of £800. A balance of upwards of £530 remained at 
the disposal of the societies. 

Octdher 3. Thomas Howell, Esq., was elected mayor of Hartlepool. 

7. Died, at Polam House, Darlington, aged 63, Jonathan 

Backhouse, Esq., the head of the banking firm of Backhouse and Co. 

: — 11. Married, at Cheltenham, Ekiward James, Esq., of Wylam 

HaU, Northumberland, to Theodosia, youngest daughter of B. W. Parker, 
Esq., of Elswick. 

11. His Imperial Highness the Archduke Frederick of Aus- 
tria, after a short sojourn at Wynyard, arrived in Newcastle. On the 
12th, his imperial highness visited Sunderland and Ravensworth; and on 
the 13th, he proceeded to Alnwick, on a visit to the Duke of North- 
umberland. 

12. Henry George liddell, Esq., eldest son of the Hon. H. T. 

Liddell, having attained his twenty -first year on the 8th inst., one of the 
most magnificent entertainments ever given in the district took place this 
day at Ravensworth in honour of the event. The whole of the apartments 
in the castle were thrown open to the distinguished visitors, and in the 
libraiy covers were laid for forty guests, among whom were her Royal 
Highness the Duchess of Gloucester, his Imperial Highness the Archduke 
Frederick of Austria, Lord and Lady Prudlioe, the Marquis and Mar- 
chioness of Normanby, Lord and Lady Barrington, the Earl of Bcarbrough, 
Earl and Countess Hardwicke^ Sir Hedworth and Lady Williamson, Hon. 
H. T. Liddell, Mr. H. G. Liddell, &c., &c. In the drawing-room covers 
were also laid for sixty-six, and in the dining-room for eighty persons. 
All the tables abounded with every delicacy, and were loaded with massive 
plate and other ornaments. The company, which began to arrive about 
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three o'clock, were received ia the picture gallery by Lord and lady Ra- 
veosnorth, &nd at half-past four a concert took place, commencing with 
the National Anthem, which was most effectively snng by the sons and 
daughters of the noble host. After the concert, the company sat down to 
dinner, and on the removal of the cloUi, the healths of her Majeety, of Mr. 
H. O. Liddell, &c., were dmnk amidst great acclamation. The feetivi- 
ties concluded witih a grand ball, which was opened with a qnadrille, the 
Imperial Archdoke dancing witb the Hon. Miss Liddell, and IWy Prad- 
hoe with Mr. U. G. IJddell. About 600 ladies and gentlemen were pre- 
sent at this eplended fet« ; the company including motit of the neighbonring 
anthorities, and represcntativea from almost every family of not« in the 
district. The tenantry, workmen, and dependents of Lonl Ravensworth, 
were sumptuously entertained at the castle in honour of the event. 

Octaber 12. Died, in Albion Place, Newcastle, aged 64, John TrottM- 
Brockett, Esq., F.S.A., one of the Goimcil of the Society of Antiquaries, 
NewcaBtle,aadaSecietaTyoftlLeLitaraiy 
aud Philosophical Society. ISr. Brock- 
ett, who was a native of Witton Oil' 
bcrt, near Ihirham, in early life selected 
the law as a pursuit, and piactiBed as 
an attorney to the close of lus life; but 
his unwearied diligence in that toil- 
some profesdou did not prevant him 
from devoting considerable attention to 
literatare and science. Bibliography 
and numismatics were, however, his 
chief pleasures, and the sale of his 
I library and collection of coins io the 
year 1823, for upwards of £6,0G0 (jm 
SvKEs, vol. ii., 169), affords strikmg 
evidence of his exquisite taste as a col- 
lector. After the dispersion of bis 
treasures on that occasion, he commenced a new accnmnlation, and he left 
behind him an extraordinarily rich collection of books, prints, and coins. 
As a writer he was also widely known. In 1816, he suggested tihe estab- 
lishment of the Newcastle Typographical Society, and the works which he 
wrote and edited, as a member of it, are exceedingly scarce and valuable. 
He also compiled tho memoir of lliomas and John Bewick, which was 
prefixed to the " Select Fables," published in 1820, and he contributed 
numerous papers to the " Archteologia £liana." But it is upon his 
" Qlossaiy of North Country Words" that his fame moat securely rests. 
The first edition of that valuable work was published in 1825; in 1829 a 
second edition was called for; and a third was issued in two Tolnmes in 
184C, to which his old and valued friend, Mr. John Fenwick, added a 
brief but touching memoir of the author. There is an engraved portrait 
(if Mr. Brockett in the last edition of the " Glossary." 

13- Lord and Lady Prudhoe arrived at Alnwick Castle, on 

their nuptial visit to their noble relatives, and their entrance into the 
town was hailed with the utmost enthusiasm, and accompanied with every 
demonstration of pnblic rejoicing. The Percy tenantry met the noble 
pair about five miles from the town, and escorted them Uie remainder of 
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the waj; and on the arrival of the procession at Alnwick, an address was 
presented to Lord Pnidhoe from the principal inhabitants, to which his 
lordship briefly replied in appropriate terms. The tenantry were bounti- 
fully r^^ed at the castle; dinners were provided at the difiercnt inns, 
and the day was kept as an entire holiday in the neighbourhood. 

October 14. Died, at Milbnm, Durham, aged 100, Hannah Pearson. 

16. Died, at Morpeth, aged 68, William Orde, Esq., of Nunny- 

kirk, Northumberland. The deceased, who was widely known as the 
owner of the celebrated Bee^s-wing, Tomboy, and other racers, as well as by 
eotne little eccentricities of dress and deportment, was respected by all 
dasaes for his straightforward conduct upon the turf^ and his benevolence 
and hospitality in the neighbourhood of his residence. He was a native 
of Morpeth, and having often expressed a wish to be buried there, his in- 
terment took place on the 22nd, the Mayor and Corporation, and many 
leading inhabitants, following his remains to the grave. His estates de- 
volved npon his nephew, Charles William Orde, Esq. 

17. The Under-sheriff of Durham held a court at Gateshead 

on this and the five following days, to assess the interest of the Dean and 
Chapter of Durham in fifty acres of land required for the Newcastle and 
Darlington Junction Railway. The directors had offered £2,400, but the 
witnesses of the Dean and Chapter estimated the land and the privilege of 
wayleave over it at about £12,000. The jury awarded £2,500 for the 
land, £1,000 for severance, and nothing for wayleave. 

■ 18. John William Williamson, Esq., having intimated his 

desire to relinquish the duties of chairman of the Durham Quarter Ses- 
sions, Rowland Burdon, Esq., of Castle Eden, was proposed by the 
Marquis of Londonderry for the vacant office, and unanimously elected. 

18. The funeral of the Rev. John Louis Eyre, Roman Ca- 
tholic clergyman (who had died at Saltwell Hall on the 12th), took place 
at Jesmond cemetery, Newcastle, when a procession of 250 school chil- 
dren, followed by the brothers of the Newcastle, Sunderland, and Stella 
Holy Guilds, a number of clergymen, and a great concourse of the laity, 
passed through the streets of the town, accompanied with crosses and otlier 
symbols of tiio Roman church. The proceedings excited much notice, 
SQch a procession having been quite unprecedented for nearly 800 years. 

27. Died, at Stockton, aged 103, Mrs. Jane Farrow. 

November 4. Under the provisions of the new Bankruptcy Act, the 
'* Gazette*^ of this day contained the appointment of Nathaniel Ellison, Esq., 
as Commissioner in Bankruptcy for the Newcastle district. The court 
was opened for the first time on the 15th November. 

6. A new Wesleyan chapel was opened this day at Slaley. 

9. The following gentlemen were elected chief magistrates of 

the several corporate towns in this district, viz. : — Newcastle^ Thomas 
Dunn ^Joseph Hawks, sheriff). Gatesheady Robert Davis. Durhcmi, 
Robert Hoggett. Sunderland^ Andrew White. Stockton, Charles Trotter. 
Morpeth, William Trotter, M.D. Berwick, Joseph Hubback (George 
Johnston, sheriff). 

9. An alarming fire occurred in the premises of Mr. Fenwick, 

draper, at Stanhope, and great damage was done before the flames could 
lie extinguished. 

12. Whilst some workmen were sawing timber at Wingatc 
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Grange colliery, they found a birds' nest, containing three eggB, embedded 
in the solid wood, about a foot from the bark. 

November 15. The first coals from Brancepeth Park colliery, the pro- 
perty of Messrs Love and Co., were sent via the West Durham and 
Clarence Railways for shipment at Stockton. 

28. Died, at Eaglescliffe, Durham, aged 89, the Rev. John 

Brewster, for sixty-six years a minister of the Church of England, and 
successively incumbent of Greatham, Stockton, Redmarshall, Boldon and 
Eaglescliffe, all in the county of Durham. In 1796, he published lus 
^* Parochial Histoiy and Antiquities of Stockton-upon-Tees,*^ 4to., a highly 
esteemed topographical work ; he had previously published a work " On the 
Prevention of Crime and the Advantages of Solitary Lnprisonment,*^ in 
which he enunciated principles greatly in advance of the age; and he 
was a prolific writer upon religious subjects. The deceased was bom in 
Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, on the 18th January, 1754, his father (him- 
self a divine of no mean abilities), being at that time curate of St. 
Nicholas\ 

December 1. A public meeting was held in Nelson Street chapel, New- 
castle, to receive a deputation from the National Anti-Com-Law League, 
consisting of Mr. John Bright and Mr. R. R. R. Moore. Sir John Fife 
presided, and the speakers were very warmly received. On the following 
day, a similar meeting was held at Sunderland, Dr. Brown in the chair; 
and on the 5th, the deputation visited South Shields, where J. Mather, 
Esq., presided. 

9. A quantity of water suddenly burst into the woridngs of 

Fenwick colliery, near Belford, by which two of the workmen were 
drowned. 

11. Died, at Brussels, suddenly, aged 57, Sir Thomas Hag- 

gcrston, Bart. The funeral obsequies of the deceased took place in the 
cathedral of the city, in the presence of his brother. Sir fkiwurd, and of a 
large concourse of the most influential inhabitants. 

13. Died, in Newcastle, aged 76, Archibald Reed, Esq., many 

years an alderman and six times mayor of Newcastle. The deceased was 
warmly respected by the body of freemen, and on the 19th, a great num- 
ber of the Stewards of the Incorporated Companies and many private 
persons followed his remains to the grave. In March, 1844, a handsome 
monument was erected in Jesmond cemetery, and a bust and tablet, by 
Davics, in St. Nicholas' Church, to the memory of Mr. Reed. 

15. The members of the Northumberland Hunt Club gave a 

grand ball and supper in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, to upwards of 
400 ladies and gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood. The entrance 
lobby, stairs, &c., were profusely decorated with flowers and evergreens, 
and the supper room was very gaily ornamented with drapery and foliage. 
The ball was led off by Mrs. Mayoress and Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., fol- 
lowed by Lady Ridley and the high-sheriff of Northumberland. 

17. Tlie extension of the Brandling Junction Railway from 

the west end of South Shields to the centre of that town, was opened. 
The extension added about a mile to the company's line, and considerable 
rejoicing took place on the occasion. 

. Died, at Burnt House, near Cockfield, aged 102, Mrs. Ann 

Walton. 
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Dtceniber, About the end of this month a fine seam of steam coal, six 
feet thick, was won at Broomhill colliery, Northumberland. 

— — . During this month, workmen commenced driving piles for a 
new bridge over the Tees, at Stockton, for the Stockton and Darlington 
Bailway Company. 

1848, Janwxry 2. As a number of workmen were engaged in making a 
street from the New Quay, North Shields, to the railway terminus in that 
town, a large mass of earth suddenly fell, by which five of them were 
boriecL Every assistance was immediately rendered, but three of the 
men were quite dead when extricated, and the others were seriously in- 
jured. 

12. Died, at Bishopwearmouth, aged 65, John Miller, Esq., 

M. D., a highly respected magistrate of that borough. Dr. Miller was 
many years in the royal navy, but settled in his native town about 1818, 
and was ever afterwards noticeable for his professional skill and bound- 
less benevolence. He left a large amount of personal property in trust 
for charitable objects. 

18. A tremendous storm of wind passed over England, and 

inflicted serious damage. It was accompanied by a fall in the barometer, 
to an extent almost unprecedented in these latitiuies ; the mercury, in 
Newcastle, having marked 27*9G1. In Northumberland and Durham, the 
injury effected by the storm was much less severe than in the southern 
oonnties, but several vessels were wrecked upon the coast. At Tyne- 
month, two ships went to pieces on the rocks, and the master of one of 
ihem, the Percy (Captain Hair), with two of the crew, were drowned. 
Three vessels were also stranded at Sunderland. 

20. A deputation from the Anti-Com-Law League visited New- 

cutle, and were very enthusiasticaUy received. Tlie deputation, which 
consisted of Mr. Cobden, Mr. Bright, and Colonel Thompson, were enter- 
tained in the Music Hall to a soiree. Sir John Fife in the chair; and they 
afterwards addressed the audience at great length. 

22. Died, at Beacon Lough, Durham, aged 70, Michael Hall, 

Esq., coroner for Chester Ward, and an alderman and magistrate of Gates- 
head. February 18, Mr. J. M. Favell was appointed coroner in the place 
of Mr. Hall ; the result of a four days' poll being — Mr. Favell, 807 ; Mr. 
Edward Nixon, 46. 

23. Died, at Belford, aged 93, the Rev. John James, for forty- 
three years incumbent of that place. 

' 28. An alarming explosion of gas occurred in the shop of Mr. 

Calvert, grocer, (rilesgate, Durham. The shop window was blown out, 
and the goods in the premises were strewn about in all directions, but 
there was no personal injury sustained by the occupants. 

31. As Robert Owen, the well-known Socialist, was lecturing 

in the Lecture Room, Newcastle, an Irishman attempted to get on to the 
platform to reply to the statements of the lecturer. He was, however, 
ejected, upon which he obtained a reinforcement of his countrymen, and 
commenced an attack upon the doors of the building with sticks, broken 
bed-posts, chair-legs, &c. In a few minutes, they forced an entrance, and 
soon compelled the audience to retreat through the doors and windows. 
The Irishmen were fortunately satisfied with this victory, and did not 
commit any serious personal injury. 
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February 2. A man, named Samnel Chapman, committed to Newcastle 
gaol for trial, contrived to escape from that building. He had scaled the 
wall of the prisoners' yard into the garden, and having fastened two short 
ladders together with some rope nsed for drying clothes, he had thus 
reached the top of the outer wall. He had then lowered himself down 
with the remainder of the rope and escaped. Five others, who attempted 
to perform the same daring feat, were captured in the garden. Chapman 
eluded detection for upwards of two years, but was ultimately identified 
whilst undergoing imprisonment in the gaol at Bury St. Edmund's. 

8. A most disastrous storm of wind arose this evening, and 

continued during the night, doing great damage. At South Shields, one 
of the beacons on the Lawe was blown down, and fell upon a neighbour- 
ing dwelling-house, destroying the roof and doing other injury. Two 
houses in the same locality were unroofed, the wind carrying up the ma- 
terials in a body, and throwing them to some distance. In King Street, 
a poor woman, named Bell, was killed by the falling of a sign-b^urd, and 
a chapel in Cuthbert Street was almost totally destroyed, one gable-end 
being blown in, and the other blown out. Scarcely a house escaped dam- 
age from the fall of chimneys, &c. At Brockley Whins, the extensive 
wooden sheds of the Brandling Junction Railway were entirely blown 
down, not a vestige being left standing. At Nortli Shields, the damage 
done was extremely great, and many narrow escapes from personal injury 
occurred. The shops were closed until nearly twelve o'clock, and the 
streets were deserted from dread of the falling missiles. At Tynemouth, 
the barracks were almost wholly unroofed, and a great quantity of glass 
was broken. At Howdon, a number of vessels were blown from their 
moorings and sustained much injury, two boys being drowned in one of 
them, which was overturned. Three steam-vessels which endeavoured to 
proceed from Newcastle to Shields were totally unable to make any pro- 
gress, and were obliged to put back. At Newcastle, the houses of 
Mr. R. Elliott, Eldon Street; Mr. Penman, Percy Street; Mr. G. Hodg- 
son, Forth, and several others, were partially unroofed. At Arthur's Hill, 
a chimney, belonging to the house of Mr. Holmes, was blown down, and 
the materials broke through the roof and buried Mrs. Holmes in the 
ruins. Two of her ribs were broken, and she was otherwise much bruised, 
but she fortunately recovered. At Spital Tongues, the end of a house 
was completely blown in ; and a house in Church Street, (Gateshead, was 
levelled with the ground. The destruction of trees was exceedingly great 
throughout the county, several hundreds being uprooted in Hulne Park, 
Alnwick, alone. At Stamford and Chevington, some houses were blown 
down, and one at Amble was stripped of its roof and left in ruins. At 
Sunderland, a chimney, on the printing office of Mr. C. Smith, fell through 
the roof, and a quantity of loose paper having been forced into the fire, 
the place was immediately in flames, but the fire was soon subdued. At 
Hartlepool, a chimney at the gas works was prostrated with a fearful 
crash, tearing down the neighbouring walls; several houses were also 
unroofed, but no personal injury was reported. At Stockton, consider- 
able damage was sustained ; indeed, every town and village in the two 
counties suffered more or less during the gale. Two vessels, the Blucher 
and the Rob Roy, were blown on shore at Newbiggen, and every soul on 
board of them perished. The fishermen's boats, at Hauxley, were com- 
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pletely destroyedy and much damage to shipping was done all along tlie 

OOASt. 

Fdrwxnf 6. The Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle having 
completed the fiftieth year of its existence, the event was celehrated by a 
dinner in the Assembly Rooms. ' Dr. Headlam presided; and Mr. J. 
Clayton and Mr. J. Adamson officiated as vice-presidents. 

■ 10. A dinner was given, in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, 
to Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., by the members of the Northumberland 
Hani, as a mark of their estimation of his conduct as master of the hounds. 
The high-sheriff (E. Riddell, Esq.), presided, the vice-chair being occupied 
by T. Anderson, Esq. 

18. Died, at South Shields, aged 104, Mrs. Sarah Parkenson. 

21. A grand fancy dress ball took place at Brancepeth Castle, 

the seat of W. Russell, Esq. The ball was opened with a quadrille cos- 
tomfce, composed of eight couples in the national dresses of as many dif- 
ferent countries, which had a very imposing effect. At ten o'clock, the 
company, 150 in number, sat down to a sumptuous supper, after which 
dancing was resumed, and continued till a late hour. On the following 
evening, a. popular burletta and farce were performed at the same mansion 
by Messrs Harland and Wilkinson, Lord H. Vane, Captain D^Eyncourt, 
R.N., and others. 

^— — 22. The members of the Wynyard Hunt gave a grand dinner 
to the Marquis of Londonderry and Lord Scaham, on their relinquishing 
the mastership of the hounds. M. Fowler, Esq., presided, and T. R. Grey, 
Esq., officiated as vice-chairman. [The pack was sold about this time to 
Mr. Bnssell, of Brancepeth.] 

23. Married, at Bolam, Isaac Thomas, eldest son of Thomas 

Clookson, Elsq., to Janetta Maria, youngest daughter of the late Sir M. W. 
Ridley, Bart 

23. The elegant church dedicated to St. Peter, in George 

Street, Newcastle, was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, in the pre- 
sence of the members of the Corporation, fifty-five clergymen, and a large 
ccmcoQTse of the laity. The edifice, which was designed by Mr. Dobson, 
is of decorated architecture, and is, perhaps, the most elegant modem 
church in the town, although its exterior effect is greatly marred by the 
absence of the spire, owing to the funds being insufficient for the comple- 
tion of the erection. It accommodates 1,187 persons; and several fine 
stained-glass windows have been placed in it. In April, 1844, a district 
was assigned to this church out of the parish of St. Andrew. 

25. Tlie first cargo of coals from Trimdon colliery was shipped 

at Hartlepool. Much rejoicing took place at the successful termination of 
the undertaking. 

'• — 27. The Rev. John Thomson was entertained to dinner at Bel- 

foid, in celebration of his jubilee as United Secession Minister of that place. 

28. Married, at Shrivenham) the Hon. Thomas Uddell, second 

son of Lord Ravensworth, to Caroline, daughter of the fifth Viscount 
Barrington. 

March 29. An amateur performance for the benefit of the Infirmary 
took place in the Theatre, Newcastle, which was crowded on the occasion. 
The play was " She Stoops to Conquer," in which Mr. R. T. Brandling, 
Capt. Brett, and Mr. Benson, of the 17th Lancers, Messrs Pi-irae, Wedder- 

Y 
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burn, and Hudson, 6l6t Regiment, and Mr. Torrens, R.H. Artillery, per- 
formed. The afterpiece — ^** latrigue " — ^was performed by Messrs Brandling, 
Torrens, and Brett, and the net proceeds of the evening were £86. On the 
31st, and again on April 7th, the comedy was repeated, the afterpieces being 
«* Raising the Wind," and " High life below Stairs." 

March 30. The tower of St. Andrew's Church, Newcastle, having be- 
come much dilapidated, a meeting of the parishioners was held to consider 
the matter. Mr. Dobson, architect, reoonmiended the erection of a new 
tower, at a cost of £850, and Mr. R. Plummer moved that a church-rate 
of Id. in the pound be levied for that purpose. Mr. Philipson and other 
gentlemen resisted the motion, and eventually a poll was taken, on the 
two following days, the result being the rejection of the rate by 735 votes 
to 119. A second attempt was made, Oct. 15, 1845, to levy a rate, but, 
after a three days' poll, it was abandoned, the numbers then being : — For 
ihe rate, 337 ; against it, 582. 

AprU. About this time, the Marchioness of Londonderry published 
by subscription a journal of a three months' tour in Portugal, Spain, and 
Africa. The proceeds were devoted to the establishment of a Dispensary 
at Seaham Harbour. 

3. Captain Fitzroy, M. P. for the city of Durham, having ac- 
cepted the office of Governor of New Zealand, an election took place to 
supply the vacancy. Up to the 1st instant, Viscount Dungannon was the 
only candidate, but an offer from the Liberal party to Mr. John Bright 
was then accepted by that gentleman, and he arrived at Durham on the 
2nd. The Rev. George Townsend proposed, and Mr. W. L. Wharton 
seconded. Viscount Dungannon; Mr. Bramwell nominated, and Mr. Vietch 
seconded, Mr. Bright. The show of hands was in favour of Mr. Bright, 
but the result of the poll was as follows: — Viscount Dungannon, 507 ; Mr. 
Bright, 405. 

3. The foundation-stone of a new Wesleyan chapel was laid 

at Haltwhistle, by Mr. C. Oliver. 

5. An explosion occurred at Stormont Main colliery, near 

Gateshead, the property of J. Grace, Esq., and Partners. At the time of 
the accident, upwards of fifty men were at work, and the most praiseworthy 
exertions were made to rescue the survivors. Twenty-six men were brought 
out alive, but four of them died soon after of their injuries, and twenty- 
four persons were brought up in whom life was quite extinct. It ap- 
peared that there had been much foul air in the pit for some days previous, 
and the men had been advised to use extreme care. A subscription was 
entered into for the fourteen widows and twenty-three diildren left desti- 
tute by the calamity, and a considerable sum was raised for their support 

7. Died, at Alnwick, aged 71, Robert Thorp, Esq., Clerk of 

the Peace for the county of Northumberland. Mr. Thorp was succeeded 
in his office by William Dickson, Esq., F.S.A. 

8. Durham spring assizes concluded, after continuing the very 

unusual period of a fortnight. There were ninety-seven prisoners in the 
calendar, besides upwards of forty civil cases, and some of the latter were 
left undecided. 

11. A meeting of the county of Northumberland was held at 

Morpeth, pursuant to a requisition signed by upwards of six hundred per- 
sons, to consider the propriety of petitioning against the Income Tax. Tlie 
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higb-sheriff (T. Anderson, Esq.) presided. Resolutions, strongly con- 
demning tbe tax, were moved by Mr. IS. Donkin, Mr. I). Turner, and 
others, and were carried by acclamation. 

April 12. A commission, for tbe purpose of inquiring into tbe state 
of mind of Miss Elizabetb Gallon, of Alnwick, was opened in tbat town, 
before E. Winslow, Esq. Tbe cause created great interest, and tbe evi- 
dence was ratber conflicting. On the 17tb, tbe jury returned a verdict tbat 
Miss Gallon bad been of unsound mind since tbe 1st of January, 1812. 
The lady was 75 years of age, and ber property was understood to be 
worth about £1,000 per annum. 

20. Married, at Cbestcr-le-Street, Henry, eldest son of Sir 

John Fife, of Newcastle, to Lucy, eldest daughter of John Cookson, £^., 
of Whitehill, Durham. Great rejoicing took place at Cbester-le-Street 
on the occasion. Banners were bung from almost every bouse in the town, 
and nearly 2,000 of tbe inhabitants joined in the marriage procession. 

21. Mr. W. S. Crawford and Mr. Joseph Sturge visited New- 
castle, to advance tbe cause of " Complete Sufirage.*' Their arrival, how- 
ever, excited but little interest. 

■ 22. Hexham and its neighbourhood were visited by a severe 

thunder storm. At Greenridge, the electric fluid entered tbe bouse of Mr. 
Walter Dodd, farmer, and destroyed the furniture and window frames, the 
house being also much shattered, and left almost in ruins. Tbe family 
were uninjured, and a goose, which was sitting upon some eggs in the 
kitchen, had the eggs and tbe nest entirely destroyed, but was itself unhurt. 

25. A meeting was held in Sunderland, A. White, Esq., in 

the chair, to consider tbe expediency of supporting a bill before Parliament 
for the formation of docks on tbe river Wear. Tbe plan proposed was 
to erect gates across the river by which tbe whole of the mouth of tbe 
harbour would be formed into a floating dock. Tbe scheme, which was 
estimated to cost £60,000, was approved of by a large majority, but, in 
consequence of tbe opposition of the Admiralty, the design was abandoned. 

24. Early this morning, it was discovered that a sailor, named 

William Ferry, residing on the Quayside, Monkwearmouth, had murdered 
his wife, Hannah Ferry, and bis daughter, a girl aged 14 years, Tbe un- 
fortonate man had been for some time an inmate of a lunatic asylum, but 
had escaped two days previous to tbe occurrence. 

28. An explosion of gas occurred in South Hetton collier}', by 

which three men lost their lives. Tbe sufferers were going througli the 
workings at tbe time, in order to see tbat all was safe prior to the work- 
men descending. 

. About the end of this month, tbe Board of Customs conceded 

the privilege of bonding foreign goods to the port of Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Matf 1. Died, at Wolsingbam, aged 85, tbe Rev. William Wilson, for 
tifty-seven years rector of that parish. 

3. This aft<;nioon, a sailor, named Crombier, jumped from the 

top-sail-yard of a vessel lying at tbe Quayside, Newcastle, into the river 
l^ne, and afterwards swam ashore in safety. Tbe exploit, which was 
witnessed by thousands of spectators, was repeated on the following day. 
May 13, a similar feat was accomplished in Shields harbour by a Scotch 
seaman, named James Soul shy, who smoked a pipe throughout the per- 
formance. 
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May 5. A fire broke out tLis morning, on the premises of Mr. 
Hhanks, ship-builder, North Shields, which raged with great fury for some 
time, and inflicted much damage before it could be extinguished. It was 
believed to have been the act of an incendiary. 

7. A new Presbyterian chapel was opened at North Sunder- 
land, by the Rev. A. Murdoch. 

-x^ 7. A shocking fratricide was committed at Lambshields, a 

lonely cottage about a mile from Edmondbyers, Durham. The occupant 
was a man, named William Lawson, who was worth some money, and it 
was afterwards discovered, from the confession of the culprit, Thomas 
Lawson, that the latter, having visited his brother for the purpose of bor- 
rowing a small sum, and having been refused, had beaten ^e unfortunate 
man upon the head with a stone in so dreadful a manner that he died in a 
few hours. Thomas, having been apprehended, was tried before Mr. Jus- 
tice Wightman, at the ensuing spring assizes, and sentenced to transport- 
ation for life. 

9. A final dividend of one penny in the pound was made in 

the bankruptcy of John Cooke, banker, Sunderland (who failed in 1816). 
This raised the amount paid on his debts (£133,230) to Is. 8d. in the 
pound. 

9. The " Tyne Mercury'' appeared for the last time under the 

editorship of Messrs Mitchell. It was continued by Messrs Fordyoe, 
and in July, 1844, the day of publication was alter^ from Tuesday to 
Wednesday. 

25. Died, at Darlington, suddenly, aged 38, Mr. Christopher 

Wetherell, solicitor. The deceased was supposed to be the heaviest man 
in England at the time of his death. He weighed thirty-three stones 
when thirty years of age, and his coflin, which was 7 feet 6 inches long, 
2 feet 5 inches deep, and 3 feet 2 inches across the breast, weighed, with 
the body, fifty-eight stones. In order to remove this inmiense burthen 
to the tomb it was necessary to take out a large bow window in the 
deceased's house. 

25. This being the twenty-first birth-day of the Hon. Jacob H. 

D. L. Astley, eldest son of Lord Hastings, some rejoicing took place on his 
lordship's estates at Seaton Delaval and the neighbourhood. In the even- 
ing, a dinner took place at the Hastings' Arms Inn, Seaton Delaval, Mr. 
William Davison in the chair. 

June 3. Married, at St. Andrew's Auckland, George Hutton Wilkin- 
son, Esq., of Harperley Park, recorder of Newcastle, to Catherine Heydon, 
eldest daughter of the late Major A. P. Skene, of Durham. 

-i 5. Married, at Medomsley, the Rev. J. D. Clark, of Belford 

Hall, to Anne, second daughter of the late Addison Fenwick, Esq., of Sun- 
derland. Tlie day was kept as a holiday at Belford ; the inmates of the 
workhonse and many of the poorer inhabitants were regaled with an 
excellent dinner at the expense of the bridegroom, and a variety of sports 
t<K)k place in the afternoon. 

15. A fire broke out this morning, in the workshops of Mr. 

W. Bell, cabinet maker. New El vet, Durham, which, with a quantity of 
wood and furniture, were almost entirely destroyed. 

1 6. A regatta was held at Stockton, and excited considerable 

interest. 
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June 28. The celebrated Van Ambtirgh, with his collection of trained 
lions, tigers, <&c., made a public entry into Sunderland, in the presence of 
a great concourse of spectators. He subeequently visited South Shields, 
North Shields, Newcastle, BIyth, Morpeth, Alnwick, and Wooler. Tlio 
throng of country people into many of these places exceeded all precedent, 
and the show seemed to give great satisfaction. 

dO. Three prisoners, named Taylor, Qrierson, and Ijtmb, 

saooeeded in escaping firom Durham gaol. Two of them were captured a 
few days after, whilst robbing a shop at Middlesbro*. 

July 1. A fire broke out, near midnight, in the extensive raff-yard of 
Messrs R. Todd and Co., in Pandon, Newcastle, and in a very short timo 
it assumed a most alarming character. When first discovered the timber 
was found to be on fire in three distinct places, and all attempts to arrest 
the calamity were wholly fruitless. The premises, which were stored 
with dry wood of all descriptions, were very soon one awful sheet of ilame, 
and the fire speedily communicated to four dwelling-houses in Pandon 
Bank, which dWided the raff-yard from that thoroughfare, and which 
were speedily consumed. Eight houses in New Pandon Street were also 
set on fire by the intense heat, and completely gutted, and the destruc- 
tion of the whole of that street appeared so probable that it was deter- 
mined to pull down a house in order to arrest the progress of the ilames, 
when, fortunately, the wind changed, and further danger was averted. 
Blight public and private fire-engines were on the ppot at an early period, 
but for some time they were useless, from the inefficient supply of water, 
and it was not until four o'clock that the fire was subdued. No less than 
ninty*nine persons were rendered nearly destitute by the loss of their 
clothing and furniture in this sad catastrophe, and a public meeting was 
held, and the sum of £376 was subscribed for the relief of the sufferers. 
The premises had been used as a raff-yard for 150 years, and their contents 
at the time of the fire were valued at £2,000. Tlie total damage was 
estimated at between £10,000 and £12,000. Tlie brilliancy of the 
flames, the reflection of which was seen in every direction for twenty 
miles, exceeded that of any previous fire in Newcastle, and the singular 
scene presented by the many thousands of spectators assembled, as in an 
amphitheatre, on the high grounds which surround the spot had a most re- 
markable effect. The calamity was undoubtedly the act of an incendiar}', 
but a large reward was fruitlessly offered for the detection of the per- 
petrator. 

7. Died, in Newcastle, aged 73, the Rev. James Worswick, 

for forty-eight years minister of the Roman Catholic chapel in that town. 
His liberal expenditure amongst the poor, extensive acquirements, and 
prepossessing manners, made him beloved and reRj)ected by all classes. 
July 13, his interment took place in the chancel of the then unfinished 
church in Clayton Street, and was attended by many thousands of perst^ns, 
who walked in procession from Pilgrim Street to the place of sepulture. 

7. During a violent thunder storm at Great Smcaton, Dur- 
ham, a boy, named Dove, w^as killed, whilst standing under a tree. 

8. A great meeting of agriculturists was held in the Town 

Hall, Alnwick, for the purpose of hearing Mr. Bright and Mr. Prentice, 
as a depntation from the Anti-Com-Law League. The chair was taken 
by Mr. George Darling, of Hetton House, and between 1,200 and 1,300 
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persons were present. Mr. Gobden and Mr. Bright paid another visit to 
Alnwick, October 21, and addressed a great concourse. In the evening, 
they were entertained to dinner at the Star Inn. 

July 8. A meeting of pitmen of the Tyne, Wear, and Tees, was 
held on Shadon's Hill, near Black Fell. Upwards of 20,000 work- 
men were present, the object of the meeting being to nphold a system of 
voluntary restriction in the quantity of work performed by each man, 
which, in the opinion of their leaders, would ultimately prove advantage- 
ous both to the employed and unemployed. 

8. About two o'clock this morning, a fire broke out in the 

shop of Mr. Bennett, chemist, High Street, Sunderland. Mr. Bennett 
and his family lived on the premises, but so rapid was the progress of the 
flames that they were unable to save any article, either of clothes or fur- 
niture, and with difficulty escaped with their lives. The flames were sub- 
dued about six o'clock. 

10. Mr. Bright addressed the electors of Newcastle in the 

Lecture Room, Nelson Street, on the question of the Com Laws. The 
room was crowded. Similar meetings were held at North Shields, on the 
11th, and at Sunderland, on the 12th. 

12. A review of the 37th Regiment of Infantry, stationed in 

Newcastle barracks, took place on the Town Moor, before Sir A. DufT, 
colonel of the regiment and general of the district. After the review the 
regiment formed into square, in the centre of which were the GFenend, 
Colonel Sir J. M. Wallace, Lieutenant-Colonel Bradshaw, the Mayor, &c., 
(&c., and new colours having l)een consecrated by the Rev. W. Dodd, they 
were presented to the regiment by the general, in an appropriate address. 
In the evening, the officers of the regiment gave a grand ball and supper 
at the Assembly Rooms, which was attended by upwards of 300 ladies and 
gentlemen. On the 14th, a grand display of fire-works took place in the 
barracks, and an entertainment was prepared in the mess-room for the 
numerous visitors. 

■ 12. Married, in London, the Marquis of Blandford, son of the 

Duke of Marlborough, to Lady Frances Amie, eldest daughter of the 
Marquis and Marchioness of Londonderry. 

20. The owners of South Wingate colliery entertained a large 

party of their friends at Hartlepool, to celebrate the first shipment of 
coals from their new winning at Catley Hall, near Hutton Henry. The 
five-quarter seam had been reached at the depth of 116 fathoms, and the 
main coal scam at 123 fathoms. 

20. The steam-ship Pegasus, while on its voyage from Leith 

to Hull, foundered this morning on the Goldstone rock, near the Fam 
Islands, not very far distant from the spot where the Forfarshire expe- 
rienced a similar fate about six years previously. {See page 95.) The 
vessel struck soon after midnight, and sunk in a very few minutes; and 
the boats, which the passengers and crew rushed to as the only means of 
deliverance, were swamped by the crowd of persons who clung to them. 
About five o^clock, the Martello steam-vessel, whilst on her passage to 
Edinburgh, descried the wreck, and succeeded in saving six persons, the 
only survivors, who were floating about on pieces of timber, &c., much 
exhausted. At the time of the accident there were eighteen cabin and 
twenty-three steerage passengers, besides a crew of fourteen men, in the 
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i11-&ted vessel ; consequently forty-nine persons lost their lives. The Pe- 
gmsos was quite out of her track, hut from what cause was not ascertained. 

Jvly 20. Died, at Hexham, aged 103, Mr. Matthew Armstrong. 

24. The recent election of Lord Dungannon for the city of 

Durham («ee p. 170), having heen declared void hy the House of Com- 
moiDBy on the ground of hribery, the nomination of candidates for the 
vacancy took place to-day, under very exciting circumstances. Mr. John 
Henderson proposed, and Mr. W. Shields seconded, John Bright, Esq. ; 
Mr. J. W. Hays nominated, and Mr. J. Forster seconded, Thomas 
Purvia, Esq., Q.G. The show of hands was in favour of Mr. Bright, and 
at the close of the poll, on the 25th, the numbers were — Mr. Bright, 488 ; 
Mr. Purvis, 410. 

. About this time, the Northumberland and North Durham 

Fox-hounds (formerly part of the Lambton pack), which had hunted the 
northern portion of Northumberland for some years, were sold to Lord 
Elcho by their owner, D. Robertson, Esq., who relinquished the mastership. 

Avgust 1. Married, Oswin A. B. Cresswell, Esq., eldest son of A. J. 
B. Cresswell, Esq., M.P., to Anne, eldest daughter of Sir Gordon Gum- 
ming, Bart., of Altyre. Dinners took place at Alnwick, Cresswell, and 
Morpeth, in honour of the event. 

I. 1. The new burial ground connected with Trinity Church, 

Darlington, was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

I 7-8. A grand regatta took place at the Low Lights, 

North Shields, and the weather being fine, the amusements drew together 
an immense concourse of spectators. Mr. Joseph Straker was commodore 
on the occasion, and Mr. T. Harbutt general conductor. The amuse- 
ments concluded, on the second day, by a ball at the Golden Lion Lm, 
Sonth Shields, which was led off by Mrs. Eddowes and R. Ligham, Esq. 

8. The new Roman Catholic chapel at Birtley, near Gates- 
head, was opened by the Right Rev. Bishop Mostyn, Vicar-Apostolic, 
assisted by a great number of clergymen, llie church was designed by 
Mr. Dobson, and is a neat Gothic edifice. 

' 15. Dr. Candlish attended a public meeting in Newcastle, to 

solicit assistance for the new Free Church of Scotland, and a considerable 
sum was subscribed for that purpose. The doctor and his friends after^* 
wards visited the other towns of the district. 

16. A fire occurred this afternoon, at the Helen Iron Works, 

Spittal, near Berwick, which destroyed a range of sheds 162 feet in 
length, containing patterns, &g. The loss exceeded £500. The accident 
arose from a boy letting fall a shovel full of hot ashes. 

19. Married, in London, William H. F. Cavendish, Esq., to 

the Lady Emily Augusta Lambton, second daughter of the late Earl of 
Durham. 

— — — 25. A meeting of the Durham Conservative Association, of 
which the Marquis of Londonderry was president, was held in Durham, 
when it was resolved to dissolve the society. This step was taken in 
consequence of the noble marquis's conduct at the recent election for the 
city of Durham. 

. As some mowers were employed in a field at Cockhall, near 

EJglingham, one of them accidentally cut off the head of a landrail while 
she was sitting on her nest. On examining the nest it was found to 
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contain two eggs of her own production, two partridge eggs, and two of 
the domestic hen. 

August About the end of this month, a prospectus was issued of the 
North British Railway Company, for the formation of a railway firom 
Edinburgh to Berwick. The capital was to be £900,000. A bill was 
brought into Parliament for the purpose in the following session, and 
received the Royal assent July 4, 1844. 

S^tember 12. The Bishop of Durham consecrated the new church at 
Crook. Tlie edifice, which is a neat Grothic structure, is dedicated to St. 
Catherine, and, by an Order in Council dated January, 1845, a district, 
formerly a part of the parish of Brancepeth, was attached to it. This 
district, which in 1831 contained only 200 inhabitants, had, in 1851, no 
less than 3,946 souls ; the increase being mainly attributable to the open- 
ing of new coal mines. 

1 6. Tlie foundation-stone of a new chapel was laid at Horsley, 

in the parish of Elsdon, by Mrs. Gilpin. September 18, 1844, the build- 
ing was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

20. A meeting was held, in Newcastle, of the promoters of 

the intended High Level Bridge, when a communication was read firoiu 
the Newcastle and Darlington Railway Company, ofifering to pay a rent, 
for the railway traffic only, equivalent to three per cent, on the cost of the 
undertaking. It was resolved to raise the capital (£100,000), by shares 
of £20 each. In the following November, several plans were brought 
forward for the proposed bridge, namely, the above, by Messrs Green; 
another, by Mr. R. Grainger; and a third by Mr. Dobson; the last being 
intended for the passage of railway trains as well as for general purposes, 
and including a proposal for a Central Railway Station in Neville Street. 
Mr. William Martin, the Christian Philosopher, proposed to raise an 
additional story upon the present Tyne Bridge ; and another philosopher of 
equal brilliancy suggested the construction of tunnels under the bed of the 
T^ne, through which the railway carriages would descend from the high 
ground in Gateshead, and rise up on the other side by the momentum 
acquired in their descent ! 

24. The tide fell so low at the mouth of the Tyne that a pilot, 

named Young, waded across the Bar from the north to the south side. 
Another remarkably low tide occurred September 6, 1846, when three 
pilots walked across the river from South to North Shields. {See Sykes, 
August 26, 1824.) 

29. J. T. Wawn, Esq., M.P. for South Shields, was enter- 
tained at dinner by a large number of his constituents, at the Grolden Lion 
Inn. Mr. T. Bell presided on the occasion. 

. During this month, considerable alterations were commenced 

in Mosley Street, Newcastle. At the comer of Grey Street, the former 
bank of Messrs Backhouse was rebuilt to correspond with the adjoining 
houses ; in St. Nicholas' Square, the old banking house of Messrs Chap- 
man was demolished, and a very elegant building erected on the site ; and 
at the corner of Pilgrim Street, the premises formerly used as a bank by 
Messrs Ridley and Co., were partially cased with stone by the Union 
Banking Company, who had purchased the property. 

. Tliis month, a Savings' Bank was established at Hartlepool. 

. An opposition sprung up at this time between two rival 
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steam-packet compftnies trading between Newcastle and Lmdon. The 
fares, in conseqaeDce, were grreatly reduced, and in Jane, 1844. as little 
as one shilling per passenger was charged for the voyage. 

October 2. Christ. Davison, Elsq., was elected mayor of HartlepLH>l. 

8. St. Edmund's Chapel, Gateshead, was ojvned for Divine 

8er\-ice, after having been long used as a school-room. The Rev. Dr. 
Davies preached on the occasion. 

9. A sudden indnx of water occumxl at Pasture Hill collior\ , 

• 

near Belford. bv which seven workmen lost their lives. 

10. " Died, at Wallsend, aged 70, John Buddie, Es*]. Tlie 

deceased was bom at Kyo, near Tanfield, Durham, his father l^eing 
then the schoolmaster at that place, though ultimately the manager of 
the celebrated Wallsend collien', a situation in which his son suoceeiied 

m 

him in 1806. In 1809, Mr. Buddie conceived the idea of working away 
the whole of the coal in mines — the wasteful practice of allowing nearly 
one-half to remain as a support to the too( having till then been general 
— and the advantages of his system, as regardtnl ventilation and ecimomy, 
were so evident, that it soon was brought into general use. In 1813, he 
published a valuable letter to Sir Ralph Milbanke, on the ventilation of 
mines, in which he invited the attention of scientific men to the fretjuency 
of explosions, with a view to their prevention, and the result of his pajH»r 
was the lamps of Sir H. Davy, Mr. Stephenson, and Dr. Clauny, the first - 
named philosopher committing his invention to the care of ^Ir. Budille. 
He was one of the most active promoters of the Natural History Society 
of Newcastle, to the " Transactions'' of which ho contributed several va- 
luable papers on Coal-mining, and an extended essay on the same subject 
was read by him to the British Association, in 1838. As a mining 
engineer and collier}' manager, Mr. Buddie long stood in the first rank of 
his profession, and the extensive and varied scientific knowleilge which 
he possessed, and the almost unrivalled skill and judgment with which ho 
applied that knowledge to practice, procured for him the highest profes- 
sional reputation. Besides being the principal agent of ^fr. Russell, at 
Wallsend, he conducted several extensive undertakings in I )urham ; amongst 
them those of the Marquis of Londonderr}-. For that nobleman he com- 
menced the formation of one of the greatest achievements of private wealth 
and industrj' — the harbour of Seaham ; and the ftnmdation-stone of the 
north pier of that princely work bears a plate commemorating that " in this 
undertaking, the founder has been chiefly advised by the trietl experience 
and indefatigable industry of his valued friend and agent, John Buddie, 
Esq., of Wallsend." Notwithstanding his numerous and liberal acts of 
charity, Mr. Buddie left a fortune of not less than £150,000, as a monu- 
ment of his skill and enterprise. October 16^ the remains of the 
deceased passed through Newcastle, on their way to Benwell. About fifty 
gentlemen on horseback preceded the hearse, which was followed by nine 
mourning coaches, sixty-four private carriages, and a great number of 
workmen from various collieries. A fine portrait of Mr. Buddie, by Car- 
rick, was engraved by Maclnnes, in 1 838 ; and a bust of him was executed 
by Davies. In June, 1846, a beautiful monument to the memory of the 
deceased was placed in Benwell Church. 

16. Prince Alexander, of the Netherlands, arrived at Ravens- 
worth Castle, and on the following day the prince, accompanied by liord 
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Prudhoe, visited Newcastle, and inspected the Central Exchange News 
Room, and other places of interest. On the 18th, he left for Alnwick 
Castle, where a distinguished party had assemhled to receive him. 

October 19. The Grand Duke Michael, of Rnssia, paid a short yidt to 
Newcastle on his way to the south of England. 

— 21. A great meeting of pitmen was held at Shadon Hill to 
receive Mr. T. S. Buncombe, M.P., and to consider the grievances under 
which they laboured. At least 25,000 persons were present on the 
occasion. 

27. One of the boilers at Spital Tongues colliery, near New- 
castle, exploded this morning, when the engineman was thrown a distance 
of thirty yards, and shortly afterwards expired. 

November 1. Died, at Billingham, aged 81, Mr. John Smith. De- 
ceased was followed to the grave by eleven of his children, whose united 
ages amounted to 576 years. 

3. Died, at Harrogate, aged 61, Richard Pemherton, Esq., of 

Barnes, near Sunderland. The remains of the deceased were interred at 
Bishopwearmouth on the 14th. The mournful cavalcade included 
twenty-nine gentlemen^s carriages and a long procession of pedestrians. 

^— 3. Died, in Newcastle, aged 45, Mr. Thomas Thompson, an 
eminent mathematician and well-known writer in scientific works. 

•^— — 8. The Bishop Auckland and Weardale Railway was opened, 
when several trains proceeded from Crook, the western end of the line, to 
Middlcsbro', where they were received with great rejoicings. The wag- 
gons brought down the line, for shipment, a quantity of cosds from Woodi- 
field colliery, the property of Mr. T. C. Gibson, the boring of which 
had only commenced seven weeks before. In the evening, a dinner took 
place at Darlington, to commemorate the day. 

9. The following gentlemen were elected chief magistrates 

of the boroughs in this district : — Newcastle, Sir John Fife (William 
Cookson, sheriff). Oateshead, William Kenmir. Sunderland, Robert 
Burdon Cay. Durham, Robert Henry Allan. Stockton, Charles Trotter. 
Morpeth, Robert Hawdon. Berwick, Patrick Clay (Geo. Johnston, sheriff). 

21. A musical festival took place at Stockton. An oratorio 

was performed in the parish church, and a concert was given in the even- 
ing, to crowded audiences. 

21. A Royal Commission having been issued to inquire into 

the Health of Towns, David Boswell Reid, M.D., arrived in Newcastle to 
pursue his investigations, when a great deal of evidence was taken. Dr. 
Reid afterwards made an inspection of Gateshead, North and South 
Hliields, Sunderland, and Durham. 

22. Died, at Alnwick, aged 69, the Rev. David Paterson, 

A.M., thirty-seven years minister of the Secession Church in that town. 
Tlic deceased wrote a life of Dr. Beattie, and several metaphysical articles 
for the " Edinburgh Encyclopajdia." He also contributed largely to the 
" Newcastle Magazine," and was the author of numerous controversial 
works. 

23. Early this morning, a fire broke out in a public house in 

the Ix)w Street, North Shields, occupied by Mr. William Adamson. Tbe 
family were saved with the utmost difficulty, and the house and its con- 
were entirely destroyed. 
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November 23. H.R.H. the Duke of Bordeaux (Henry V. of France) 
arrived at Newcastle, on a short visit. On the following day, he visited 
several of the principal manufactories, and then left for Alnwick Castle. 

. Died, at Wingates, near Morpeth, Mr. Thomas Hume. The 

deceased and his forefathers had been tenants upon the same farm for 432 
years, an ancestor having held it in 1411, when the estate was purchased 
by Roger de Thornton. 

December 7. The foundation-stone of tlie buildings proposed to be 
erected at South Shields as a Master Mariners' Asylum was laid by 
Robert Anderson, Esq., in the presence of a great concourse of spectators. 
The site, upwards of an acre, was bought at a merely nominal price from 
R. Ingham, Esq., and Dr. Winterbottom supplied the society with funds 
for building four cottages. A collation was provided for the Master 
Mariners' Society and their friends in the Seamen's Hall, Fowler Street, 
to which the party returned in procession after the ceremony. In 1844, 
1845, and 1846, seventeen additional cottages were built at the expense 
of Dr. Winterbottom, who has long been a munificent friend to all the 
public institutions of South Shields. 

17. A chapel in Spring Garden Lane, Sunderland, which had 

previously belonged to a congregation of Presbyterians, was opened for 
the service of the Church of England. In June, 1855, this chapel was 
offered for sale by auction, but it was not sold, and was afterwards con- 
verted into a school. 

19. Married, at Warden, Gustavus Hamilton Coulson, Esq., 

R.N., to Ann Lindsay, only daughter of the Rev. H. Wastell, of New- 
brough, Hexham. 

22. The Pope appointed the Rev. William Riddell, Roman 

Catholic minister in Newcastle, Coadjutor Bishop to the Right Rev. Dr. 
Mostyn, Vicar- Apostolic of the Northern District. The new prelate, who 
was styled Bishop of Longo, was consecrated at Ushaw, with great pomp, 
by the Right Rev. Dr. Wiseman, on the 17th March following. 

■ 26. A railway communication was opened this day between 

Gktteshead and Consett Iron Works. The new line, which branched off 
from the Pontop Railway at Tanfield Moor, was constructed by the Der- 
went Iron Company. 

•• This month, coal was won at High Bitchbum, near Crook, 

Durham. The seam was 7 feet 4 inches thick. About the same 
time, coal was won on the Grange Estate, near Durham, by the Hetton 
Coal Company. 

1844, January 15. The foundation-stone of a Wesley an Methodist 
chapel was laid at Newbiggen, near Blyth, by Mr. John Bramwell. 

16. Married, at Ancroft, Henry Gregson, Esq., of Lowlynn, 

to Eliza, eldest daughter of John S. D. Sclby, Esc^., of Cheswick. 

18. Married, at Hampton, Colonel Hugh Percy Davison, of 

Swarland Park, to the Hon. Caroline Graves, daughter of the late Lord 

Graves. 

. 18. A slight explosion of gas oceurred at Killhigworth col- 
liery, near Newcastle, by which five persons were killed. 

22. A meeting was held in the Music Hall, Newcastle, to 

hear an address from Mr. Cobden, M.P., " in furtherance of the Anti- 
Com-Law agitation, and of the league fund of £100,000." The mayor, 
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Sir John Fife, presided, and at the close of the meeting £461 were sah- 
scribed in the room. On the 23d, a similar meeting took place at Sun- 
derland, where £151 were sabscribed; and on the 24&, at North Biuelds, 
when £22 were contributed. 

January 27. Died, in Newcastle, owing to injuries sustained from a 
gig accident, Mr. Joseph Welch. The deceased constructed the Sootswood 
and Bellingham bridges on the Tyne, the railway viaduct at the Oaaebuniy 
the Grey column in Newcastle, &c., &c. 

27. Died, in Bishopwearmouth, aged 85, the Rev. George 

8tephenson, rector of Redmarshall,and for upwards of forty-five years curate 
of Bishopwearmouth. The deceased was bom in Newcastle (where his 
father was curate of All Saints*) in 1759, and was educated at the Gram- 
mar School of that town. His most important publication was the pa- 
rochial sermons of his friend Archdeacon Paley, who constituted him the 
editor of the work. Jan. 31, the deceased was interred in Sunderland 
church-yard, to which his remains were followed by the oleigy, magis- 
trates, and principal inhabitants, most of the places of business being par- 
tially closed during the day. 

29. A fire broke out this evening, in the stack-yard of Mr. 

Lockey, near Swalwell, by which nine stacks of grain were consumed, but 
the farm buildings were saved. The fire had clearly been a malicious one, 
and it was eventually discovered that two young boys had been instigated 
to commit the act by a fellow named Oxley. The parties were tried at 
the ensuing summer assizes, when Oxley was transported for life. 

80. This morning, the Dragon public-house, at Windy Nook, 

near Gateshead, occupied by Mr. T. Dixon, was entirely burnt down, and 
nearly all the furniture was consumed. 

. The town of Seaham was lighted with gas. 

February 7. The first shipment of coals from Coxhoe colliery took place 
at Stockton, amidst some rejoicing. 

20. At an influential meeting at Durham, the " County of Dur- 
ham Agricultural Protection Society " was formed, the Duke of Cleveland 
being appointed president. 

20. The brig Home, lying in Shields harbour, took fire this 

evening, and was burnt to the water's edge, two neighbouring vessels nar- 
rowly escaping the same fate. 

23. Died, at Featherstone Castle, Northumberland, aged 78, 

the Eight Hon. Thomas Lord Wallace, formerly Vice-President of the 
Board of Trade, and Master of the Mint. The deceased's title became ex- 
tinct, but his estates descended by his will to his nephew, the Hon. James 
Hope, son of the Earl of Hopetoun, who took the name of Wallace. 

23. A heavy fall of snow commenced to-day, and continued 

with little intermission until the 26th. Tlie roads in many places were 
blocked up, and great delay occurred in the delivery of the mails. The 
Newcastle and Edinburgh coach via Wooler was snowed-up at Glanton for 
upwards of twenty-four hours, and the Chevy Chase coach was delayed 
two days near Jedburgh. At sea the loss both of life and property was 
terrific ; four vessels were driven on shore at the mouth of the I^ne, three 
near Sunderland, fourteen at and near Hartlepool, and several others on 
the coast of Northumberland. 

, A fine seam of coal was won at Thrislingt4:»n, near FcrryhilL 
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March 1. The foundation-stone of a new church at Ingleton, near 
Btaindrop, was laid by the Duke of Cleveland. Tlic building was conse- 
crated on the 31st of October following, by the Bishop of Durham. 

2. The works for the manufacture of gas at Chester-le-Street 

having been finished, it was attempted this evening to light up the place. 
Owing to some accident, however, the works took lire, and the flames were 
subdued with great difficulty. 

10. The skeleton of a man was discovered on the Bents, at 

8outh Shields. The remains were supposed to be those of a person known 
as " Handy Jack," who suddenly disappeared about nineteen years pre- 
viously, not without a suspicion of his having been murdered. 

13. An influential meeting was held at Morpeth, Mr. Hogarth, 

of Akeld, in the chair, when it was determined to form the " Northumber- 
land Society for the Protection of British Agriculture," the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland being elected president. Sir C. Mouck, Sir E. Blackett, and 
Sir M. W. Ridley, Barts., the Hon. H. T. Liddell, and Messrs Orde, Bur- 
don, and Cadogan, were the principal speakers. 

13. Died, at Durham, aged 85, Thomas Bowes, Esq., of Brad- 
ley Hall, the last lineal descendant of the chief line of the family of Bowes 
of Streatlam. llie deceased, with Sir H. G. Liddell, Bart., made that 
celebrated journey to Sweden and Lapland, in 1786, which was subse- 
quently described by their companion Mr. Consett, and in the copper-plate 
frontispiece of liis work, executed by Bewick, the figure at the foot of tho 
ladder is said to have been intended for Mr. Bowes. 

14. An atrocious murder was committed in Blandford Street, 

Newcastle, by an Irishman, named Mark Sherwood, on the body of Ann, 
Lis wife. The parties had been heard quarrelling on the previous day, and 
the woman then used language which would undoubtedly irritate the least 
jealous of husbands. This morning, suspicion being excited by the silence 
which prevailed in their apartments, an entrance was made, when the woman 
. was found lying dead upon the floor, her head nearly severed from her 
body, and beside her lay Sherwood, also apparently dead, but in reality 
only insensible from the effects of whisky. An apparatus for distilling 
that liquor was found in the premises, to the great surprise of the neigh- 
bours, who had previously supposed the murdered woman to have made a 
livelihood as a hawker. Sherwood, who had a small pension as a dis- 
charged soldier, was tried and convicted of the murder before Chief Baron 
Pollock, and was executed on the Town Moor, on the 23rd August fol- 
lowing. 

15. Mr. Thomas Hutchinson, an eminent railway contractor, 

was killed by a train of waggons, on the Stockton railway, near Sedge- 
field. 

18. An incendiary fire occurred this evening, in the stack-yard 

of Mr. George Dodds, at Coxlodge, near Newcastle, when the whole of the 
com stacks were consumed. Another attempt to set fire to the farm- 
biuldings was made on the 27th, but without effect. A reward of £210 
was offered, without success, for the discovery of the perpetrators. 

— 27. Two ancient British graves, containing four neatly-made 
sepulchral urns, w^ere discovered at Craghall, Jesmond, near Newcastle. 
A grave of a similar character, containing one urn, quite perfect, was found 
about this date, near the mouth of the river Coquet, at Amble. 




182 LOCAL records; or, [1844. 

March 29. Died, at Sadberge, Durham, aged 100, Mrs. Feetham. 
She left ten sons and daughters living. 

. During the last week of this month, workmen commenced 

the demolition of the ancient chapel belonging to the Hospital of St. Mary 
the Virgin, in Westgate Street, Newcastle, and which, since the year 
1599, had been used for the Royal Grammar School. The removal of 
the building was for the purpose of widening the approach to Neville 
Street. During the destruction of the edifice, the east window, 
a fine specimen of the geometrical composition of the later decorated 
period, was discovered, deeply imbedded in plaster, by which it had 
probably been defaced about the time when the chancel was converted 
into the place of election of the mayors of Newcastle, under the charter of 
Elizabeth. A number of bases of pillars, corbals, tiles, rude sepulchral 
stones, &c., were also found. [The Grammar School was removed to the 
Forth House ; and, on the removal of that building also, in the autumn 
of 1848, the school was removed to a large house in Charlotte Square.] 

April 3. Died, at Eglinghom, the Yen. Edward Thomas Bigge, 
vicar of that place, and first archdeacon of Lindisfame. 

4. The first steeple-chase held in the county of Durham took 

place at Birtley. Thirteen horses started, the race being won by Mr. 
Butler's gelding Albert, ridden by Captain Broadley. An immense num> 
ber of spectators were present. 

5. The bonds by which the pitmen in Northumberland and 

Durham were engaged to their employers expired this day, and, the men 
having generally refused to renew them, a " stick^^ was the consequence. 
On the 8th, a meeting, held at Black Fell, was attended by upwards 
of 30,000 workmen, and it was then determined to adhere to the terms 
which had been offered to, but refused by, the masters. The dispute 
principally related to wages, on which the men wished to have an advance 
of about 28. per week ; to the fine hitherto levied for sending refuse coal 
to bank ; and to the fine also charged for sending up deficient measure. 
One of the most curious conditions demanded by the men was that they 
should be secured work yielding 15s. for every week throughout the year, 
but that they should not, on any account whatever, be required to work 
for more than 3s. per day. This self-imposed restriction would, they 
believed, equalise the demand for labour throughout the district, and pre- 
vent any portion of their body from being thrown out of employment. 
As no compromise could be come to, the employers, in May and June, 
ordered the men to be ejected from their houses, and this having been 
done, though not without much irritation in many places, the unhappy 
families encamped by the sides of lanes and other imenclosed grounds, 
and nuich distress and disease were necessarily the consetjuence. A Mr. 
Roberts, an attorney, had been engaged by the men some months before, 
at a salary of £1,000 a-year, besides his law costs, and his proceedings 
against the employers, generally fruitless as they were, did much to aug- 
ment the irritation which prevailed. According to a return published at 
the time, the following were the numbers of men employed in April in 
the several districts, nearly all of whom "struck": — ITie Tyne, 15,556; 
Blyth, 1,051; the Wear, 13,172; the Tees, 4,211: total, 33,990. As 
might be exi)ected during a protracted struggle of tliis kind, a portion of 
the men at length yielded, bat at the end of July only 2,000 unionists 
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had returned to work; on the other hand, 3,519 " foreigners" had been ob- 
tained by the owners, and the pits had gradually resumed operations. In the 
second week of August, the strike was virtually at an end. Considering 
the state of destitution to which so many families were reduced, the 
amount of crime during tlie strike was singularly small. Its conclusion 
was, however, marked by an unfortunate affair. In consequence of the 
depredations committed in potato and turnip fields during the night, 
watchers were engaged in many places to protect the property, and, early on 
the morning of the 11th August, a man, nam(xl Tliomas Robson, a 
brakesman, employed at Ravensworth, was shot dead in a field near to 
that place, whilst in company with a watcher named Jefferson. The 
perpetrator of the crime was not discovered. [The loss to the district by 
this strike was estimated at upwards of half a million sterling.] 

April 8. A dinner was given in the Theatre, Alnwick, to Mr. E. 
Thew, of Lesbury, as a spontaneous tribute, on the part of upwards of 
200 of the principal inhabitants of the town, of their regard for 
his industry, integrity, and usefulness. Mr. C. H. Hedley presided on 
the occasion. 

9. Mrs. Coxe, wife of the Rev. R. C. Coxe, vicar of New- 
castle, was presented by the inhabitants with her husband's portrait, 
executed by Mr. R. Elliott, as a token of their estimation of his services. 

11. Died, at Tweedmouth, at the extraordinary age of 116 

years, James Stewart. The deceased was a native of Charleston, in Ame- 
rica, but arrived in England at an early age, and was a spectator of the 
battle of Preston Pans. Shortly after, he enlisted in a Highland regiment, 
and was at the capture of Quebec. He was afterwards ])romoted to an en- 
signcy, but sold out, and entered the navy, and was with Rodney in his 
great victory over the Comte de Grasse. After obtaining his discharge 
he joined a regiment of Fencibles, and coming with it to Berwick, about 
the time of the threatened French invasion, he continued ever after to 
reside in the neighbourhood, supporting himself by his fiddle, on which he 
was a very indifferent performer, and by exhibiting feats of almost super- 
natural strength. He had had five wives, one of whom survived him, 
and twenty-seven children, several of whom died in the service of their 
country. His death was caused by a fall, which injured his hip joint. 
There is a statuette, as well as an etching, of this remarkable man. 

12. The premises of Messrs J. and J. Robson, enginewrights, 

Crateshead, were entirely destroyed by fire. The damage was estimated 
at about £500. 

13. As Humble Lamb, Esq., of Ryton, a highly-respected 

magistrate of Northumberland and Durham, was walking in Pilgrim 
Street, Newcastle, he was suddenly attacked with a fit of apoplexy, and 
died instantaneously. He was in his 71st year. 

15. The Durham branch of the Newcastle and Darlington 

Railway was opened, and considerable rejoicing took place in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

16. A grand fancy-dress ball was given in Sunderland, the 

proceeds being devoted to the aid of the funds of the Infirmary of that 
town. Tlie dresses were exceedingly beautiful, and the scene was one of 
great animation and gaiety. 

23. The foundation-stone of the new Roman Catholic coUe- 



184 LOCAL records; or, [1844. 

giate church of St. Cuthbert was laid at Ushaw, by Bishop Riddell. 
This beautiful edifice was consecrated by Bishop Hogarth, September 27, 
1848, and was opened by the same prelate on the 11th October following, 
when a sermon was preached by Bishop Wiseman. 

April 23. Operations were commenced for winning a new colliery 
at Old Roddymoor, near Crook. Coal was found at a depth of fifteen 
fathoms from the surface. 

26. Three overmen went down the pit at Friars' Qoose, near 

Gateshead, to see that the workings were in proper condition. A few 
hours after, three others went down to relieve them, but as the first men 
wore not to be found, a search was made, when they were at length dis- 
covered in a part of the pit far on the Newcastle side of the Tyne, where 
they had been buried by a fall of stone. Five hours more elapsed before 
they could be reached, when one was dead and another very much hurt. 

About the end of this month, the " Scotsman," an Edinburgh 

newspaper, stated that a large vessel was then loading coal at Leith, for 
Newcastle, in consequence of the pitmen's strike. In the last week of 
May, a vessel was loading small coal in the river Wear for a Tyneside 
manufactory ; and " duff' (very small) coal, which had hitherto been 
nearly worthless, rose to a high price. 

. A chapel for the Independent congregation at Hartlepool 

was opened by the Rev. Dr. Stowell. The building cost £1,000, and 
heats 500 persons. 

May 18. Though not within the limits of this work, a brief account of 
tt destnictive fire at the Earl of Carlisle's famous border fortress, Naworth 
Castle, Cumberland, may, perhaps, be acceptable. The fiames were first 
discovered about four o'clock in the afternoon, and, although the fire- 
I'ngines from Carlisle arrived in less than two hours, the roof of the hall 
had then fallen in, and the flames were fast progressing towards the large 
tower. By the exertions of the firemen, the latter was, however, pre- 
served, but the fire was not got under until a very lamentable destruction 
had occurred. The fine old feudal residence was almost a heap of ruins, 
but, fortunately, the tower containing the apartments occupied by Lord 
William Howard (" Belted Will") was very little injured. The family 
pictures and many documents of great rarity and value were also pre- 
served. The castle was restored in 1845 and 1846, by the Elarl of Carlisle, 
with a taste and magnificence which did him great honour. 

22. Died, at Birling, Warkworth, aged 82, Henry Cramling- 

ton, Esq., the last of an ancient Northumberland family. Mr. Cram- 
lington was thrice mayor of Newcastle. 

2«3. The Newcastle and Darlington Railway bill (purchase 

of Durham Junction Railway, and erection of bridge at Newcastle), and 
the bill for the construction of a dock and harbour at West Hartlepool, 
received the Royal assent. 

— 24. Died, at Newton Hall, aged 85, the Rev. Joseph Cook, 
vicar of Chatton and Shilbottlo, Northumberland. 

27. The Order of Odd Fellows (Manchester Unity) held their 

anniversary meeting in Newcastle, and it was attended by deputies from 
nearly every town in the kingdom. Jas. Mansfield, Esq., Grand Master, 
presided. The order was stated to have 240,000 members, with an an- 
nual income of £270,000. On the 28th, a diimer was held in the Music 




l-^^ 



bd 






1844.] HISTORICAL BBOI8TEU OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 185 

Hall, at whicli the mayor (Sir J. Fife) took the chair, the vice-rchair be- 
ing occupied by G. Crawshay, Esq. 

May 27. William Russell, Esq., of Brancepeth, having relinquished 
the keeping of fox-hounds, a meeting of noblemen and gentlemen was 
held in Durham, at which Viscount Seaham, Mr. Eussell, and Colonel 
Tower were appointed a committee of management, and it was deter- 
mined to found a new establishment, to be called the Durham County 
Fox-hounds. 

27. The first train of waggons passed over the Stockton and 

Darlington Railway Company's iron bridge across the Tees at Stockton. 
The river had previously been spanned by a suspension bridge, built in 
1831, but which had proved insufficient for the traffic. 

30. In consequence of the borough^holders of Gateshead hay- 
ing diverted several of the ancient footpaths upon the Windmill Hills, 
and enclosed the ground, a meeting of the inhabitants was held to-day, 
when several hundred persons assembled on the site of the obstruction 
and pulled the walls entirely down. The matter caused some excitement, 
but it terminated by the borough-holders giving up to the inhabitants a 
portion of the ground, which was set aside as a place of recreation for ever. 

JuM 1. Messrs T. and W. Smith, of St. Peter's, Newcastle, launched 
the Tudor, East Indiaman, of about 1,150 tons burthen, and nine feet 
longer than any vessel previously built by them. 

1. The medical profession of Newcastle and the neighbour- 
hood presented Mrs. Headlam, wife of T* E. Headlam, Esq., M. D., with 
a portrait of her husband, by Carrick, as a testimonial of their high es- 
teem for him. The portrait was afterwards engraved. 

■ 8. Died, in London, aged 22, Rachel, wife of Mr. John Cock- 

bum Belaney and only daughter of the late Mr. John Skelly, of North 
Sunderland. The deceased died from the effects of prussic acid, and her 
decease caused a strong sensation throughout the kingdom, it being very 
generally suspected that the poison had been administered by her hus- 
band, who was a surgeon. This suspicion was augmented by the fact that 
Mrs. Belaney's mother, Mrs. Skelly, died very suddenly, about a year be- 
fore, whilst residing with Belaney at North Sunderland, and that Mrs. 
Skelly's property, which was considerable, then passed to her daughter. 
Belaney stated that he had been taking prussic acid himself, but had broken 
the bottle containing it, and had, in consequence, poured a quantity of the 
liquid into a tumbler in liis bed-room; and that his wife, in his absence, had 
poured water into the glass and drunk off the contents. The most sus- 
picious circumstances against him were, that he had written letters to his 
friends in North Sunderland, informing them that Mrs. Belaney was se- 
riously ill, when, in fact, she was in her usual health ; and these commu- 
nications were followed by others announcing her as dangerously ill a^d 
attended by two medical men, at a time when she must have been dead 
some hours. The coroner's inquest resulted in a verdict of wilful murder, 
but at the trial, August 21 and 22, a verdict of not guilty was returned. 
The public feeling in North Sunderland (whence Belaney returned) was 
evinced in the most marked manner, and on September 16, a crowd of 
about 500 persons, carrying an effigy, assembled in front of his house. 
This exasperated him so much that he iired a pistol amongst the crowd and 
then decamped, and the result was the almost total demolition of his 

2 A 
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house. Two days after, daring another popular demonstration, it was set 
on fire and entirely destroyed, the furniture being broken up by the crowd, 
and afterwards consumed. 

Jxme 9. Died, at Darlington, aged 65, Mr. William Backhouse, 
senior partner of the old-established bank in that town. He was a mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, and was addressing the congregaticm in the 
chapel when he suddenly fell down and expired. 

10. The foundation-stone of a new chapel at Thomeyford, in 

the parish of Morpeth, to be built at the expense of the Rev. J. 6. Ogle, 
of Kirkley, was laid by his son, the Rev. E. G. Ogle, vicar of Bedling- 
ton. The design was by Mr. Bonomi. 

18. The Newcastle and Darlington Junction Railway, the 

last link in the railway communication between London and Newcastle, 
was opened. The Hon. H. T. Liddell, George Stephenson, Esq., and a 
few other gentlemen, left the metropolis at five o^clock in the morning, 
and arrived at Gateshead at twenty-four minutes past two in the after- 
noon, having performed the distance (803 miles) in nine hours and twenty- 
four minutes, one hour and forty minutes of which were occupied in 
stoppages. The party brought down several copies of the '' Morning 
Herald,^' containing an important debate in the House of Commons, which 
had concluded at half-past one o'clock the same morning. The 
route was over 83 miles of the London and Birmingham Railway to 
Rugby, 49| miles of the Midland Counties Railway to Derby, 63^ miles 
of the North Midland Railway to Normanton, 23| miles of the York and 
North Midland Railway to York, 45 miles of the Great North of Ehig- 
land Railway to Darlington, 27^ miles of the Newcastle and Darlington 
Railway to Washington, 5^ miles of the Pontop and South Shields Rail- 
way to Brockley Whins, and 6 J miles of the Brandling Junction Railway 
to Gateshead. The spacious new station in the last-named town was 
commenced on the 15th Febniary previous, by Mr. C. J. Pearson, and com- 
pleted in time for the opening.* The first train from Gateshead, south- 
wards, left at nine o'clock, and arrived at Darlington at twenty minutes 
past eleven. Shortly after, a train arrived from York, occupied by a very 
large number of ladies and gentlemen, and the united train, with forty 
carriages, then proceeded to the North. On arriving at Gateshead, the 
Mayor and Corporation received Mr. George Hudson, and presented him 
and his brother directors with a congratulatory address on the successful 
issue of their labours. In Gateshead, the day was kept as a general holi- 
day, and the party were received with every demonstration of joy. In 
the evening, a dinner took place in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, Mr. 
Hudson in the chair, the vice-chairs being occupied by Messrs N. Plows, 
R. Davis, E. Oxley, and C. Tee. It was stated during the evening that 
the new line had cost only £20,000 a-mile. The whole of the coaches 
running between Newcastle and the south ceased running this day, with 
the exception of the mails to Darlington and Lancaster, and the Durham 
coach. On the 7th July, the letters from the south arrived in Newcastle 
by coach for the last time. The first mail coach between London and 

* This station, which was rendered unnecessary by the Central Station in Newcastle, 
and was then converted into workshops, faced the north, and had a fine front in the lonie 
order, from a design by Mr. G. T. Andrews, of York. The shed was 852 feet long by 88 
wide, and the roof was of fi^iass and iron, and had an extremely light and beantifbl effect. 



1844.] HISTORICAL HEGISTEB OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 187 

Newcastle commenced rmming November 13, 1786. (See Sykes.) It 
then went by way of Leeds, and performed the journey to London in 
forty-five hours, the fare being four guineas. On the 8th July, 1844, 
the mail, which left London at nine o'clock on the previous night, arrived 
in Newcastle at fourteen minutes past eleven a.m. Repeated accelera- 
tions were afterwards made, and in July, 1856, the mail, which still left 
London at nine o'clock, arrived at Newcastle at six a.m. 

June 18. Died, at Carlisle, aged 78, Mr. Peter Nicholson, a well- 
known writer on scientific subjects. Mr. Nicholson was a native of 
Scotland, but became a resident in Newcastle about 1828, and his attain- 
ments were so highly esteemed in that town that in January, 1834, when 
he had become embarrassed in his pecuniary circumstances, a subscription 
was set on foot by Mr. Buddie, Mr. T. Sopwith, the Rev. W. Turner, 
and others, and a considerable sum was subscribed for his relief. Mr. 
Buddie, in presiding over the public meeting calledYor this laudable purpose, 
remarked &at " Mr. Nicholson was the first man who opened the doors and 
windows of the workshop to the light of science and bade it flow freely 
in;" and no one acquainted with the state of education amongst artisans 
prior to Mr. Nicholson's publications can doubt the truth of this graceful 
compliment. For several years the deceased conducted classes for me- 
chanical drawing in connection with the Newcastle School of Design, but 
towards the close of his life he removed to Carlisle, where his abilities 
and usefulness were so generally acknowledged that his statue was erected 
there by subscipption shortly after his decease. There is a bust of Mr. 
Nicholson in the Mechanics' Institute, Newcastle. 

■ 21. Died, at Dunkeld, aged 55, Lady Emily Frances, third 
daughter of Hugh, second Duke of Northumberland, and widow of Lord 
James Murray, Baron Glenlyon, second son of the Duke of Atholl. Her 
ladyship's eldest son succeeded to the dukedom of Atholl in 1846. 

■ 26. At Newcastle races, just as the horses were starting for 
the Northumberland Plate, a temporary wooden stand, near the winning 
chair, gave way, whilst crowded with spectators, and an adjoining one fell 
immediately after, though fortunately in a different direction. A dread- 
ful scene of confusion followed, six men being extricated with their legs 
broken, and many others seriously bruised. 

■ 29. The Rev. Greorge Bland, M.A., was installed in Durham 
Cathedral as Archdeacon of Lindisfame, in the place of the Yen. Edward 
T. Bigge, deceased. 

•/tt/y 8. The winning of Harton colliery, near South Shields, was suc- 
cessfdlly accomplished, the Bensham seam, six feet thick, having been 
come to at a depth of 215 fathoms, the greatest depth of any pit upon the 
Tyne. The operations had occupied about two years. The pit was the 
property of Messrs Brandling, Blackett, and Partners, and the royalty, one 
of ike most extensive in the district, extended over upwards of 9,000 acres. 

15. Died, at Lorbottle, aged 90, Adam Atkinson, Esq. 

■ 16. A regatta took place at Stockton, and was attended by 
great numbers of spectators. The proceedings closed with a ball. 

22. A fire broke out in a straw-bam at Broom House farm, 

near Eglingham, occupied by Mr. Boyd, of Shank Hall, and the whole of 
the premises were entirely consumed. The calamity was supposed to 
have been the act of an incendiary. 
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July 22. A regatta took place at the month of l^e river Tyne^ 
which created great interest, upwards of 20,000 persons being present 
from Newcastle alone. 

25. The fonndation-stone of a new church, dedicated to Saint 

James, was laid at Morpeth, by Visoonnt Morpeth and his brother-in- 
law, the Hon. and Rev. F. R. Grey, rector of the parish. The architect 
was Mr. B. Ferry, and the erection cost upwards of £5,000. Dr. Hook, 
Ticar of Leeds, preached a sermon previous to the ceremony, to a crowded 
audience. The church is in the Norman style, with comparatively little 
ornament, and affords accommodation for 1,000 persons. The windows of 
the edifice are filled with stained glass, by Wailes, of Newcastle. The 
church was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, October 15, 1846, in 
the presence of Lord Morpeth, nearly fifty clergymen, and a great con- 
course of spectators. A collation was afterwards prepared in the Town 
Hall, at which Lord Morpeth presided. 

29. The first stone of the extension of Sunderland pier was 

laid, ten feet below low-water mark. 

29. Died, at Murton House, aged 76, Ralph John LambtoD, 

Esq., second son of General Lambton, and uncle of the first Earl <^ Dur- 
ham. Mr. Lambton represented the city of Durham in Parliament from 
1798 to 1813, and warmly supported the party which throughout that 
period regarded Earl Grey as their chief. In private life he was esteemed 
by all ranks and parties, and as a master of hounds he was universally 
acknowledged to be unrivalled. He was looked up to by all lovers of the 
chase with feelings of attachment, and by his skilful management the 
Lambton pack became one of the most famous in EIngland. Mr. Lambton 
was the senior partner of a private bank in Newcastle known by his name, 
and the bulk of his great wealth descended to his nephew, W. H. Lamb- 
ton, Esq. August 6, the remains of the deceased were interred at Chea- 
ter-le-Street. The funeral procession was accompanied by upwards of 
thirty private carriages, and business was wholly suspended in the town 
and neighbourhood. 

August 13. An agreement was signed between the directcns of the 
Brandling Junction Railway and George Hudson, Esq., of York (actmg 
for the Newcastle and Darlington Railway), for the purchase of the first- 
named undertaking, with all its property and effects. The puTchase-moiiey 
was £55 for every £50 share, and the purchasers paid, in additioiiy all the 
bond and other debts of the company. The shares had previoudy been 
quoted as low as £25. Possession was given of the railway on the Ist of 
September, after which date the company's old station at Gateshead was 
closed, the trains running into the new building. An act legalising this 
purchase (which amounted to about £550,000) received the Royal assent, 
July 21, 1845. 

14, Died, in London, aged 86, William Ogle Wallace Ogle, 

Esq., of Causey Park, Northumberland. 

15-16. A regatta took place on the Tyne, a little above 

Newcastle, but it was not well attended, in consequence of unfavourable 
weather. 

21. The opening of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church, West 

Clayton Street, Newcastle, took place with great pomp. Nine bishops 
took part in the ceremony, pontifical high mass being peribrmed by Bishop 
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Riddell ; after which the Right Rev. Dr. Gillis delivered an appropriate 
eermon. The church waa crowded, and upwarda of £140 was collected at 
the doora. The building, which waa designed by Pugin, is in the deco- 
rated style of the reign of Edward III., but, owing to the funds being de- 
ficient, the spire ia not completed, and the fabric has, oonaequcntly, a far 
frtan elegant appearance. The large east window waa filled with stained 
glaaa at the expenee of several members of the Dunn family. 

Avgiut 25. Woodhom ehureh was re-opened for Divine service, when 
a fiermon was preached by the Ven. Archdeacon Bland. The nave and 
chancel had been entirely rebuilt, and the alterations cost nearly £1,000. 

. 27-28. A regatta was held at Hartlepool. 




— ■■ ' 28. The foundation-stone of a monument to the late Earl of 
Durham was laid on Penslier Hill, m ith great ceremony, by the Earl of 
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Zetland, Grand Master of the Freemasons of England. The attendance 
of spectators was immense, at least 30,000 being present. The monu- 
ment, which was raised by subscription, and designed by Messrs J. and B. 
Green, is in the form of a Grecian temple, and is 100 feet long by 53 
wide, the height being about 70 feet. The building is in the Doric order, 
and the proportions are after the temple of Theseus, of which it is just 
double the dimensions, the columns, eighteen in number, being 6 feet 6 
inches in diameter. The cost of the erection was about £3,000, exclu- 
sive of the stone, which was given by the Marquis of Londonderry. 

August Died, at Elwick, near Wolviston, aged 102, Mrs. Jane Brown. 

. About this time, it was stated that, in consequence of the 

suspension in business caused in the North by the pitmen's strike, £50,000 
in silver was lying, totally unproductive, in the Newcastle banks alone. 

. During this sunmier, extensive alterations were made in St. 

Nicholas' Church, Newcastle. The font was removed from the north 
transept to a spot immediately beneath the tower of the church ; a fine 
stained'glass window was placed over the southern porch ; the large pic- 
ture by Tintoretto was removed from the great east window to St. Mary's 
porch ; and a reredos was erected behind the altar. During these im- 
provements a sculpture, representing the crucifixion, which had evidently 
formed part of the altar tomb of George Carr {see Sykes, vol. 1, p. 331), 
was discovered and removed to the nave. The church was re-opened July 
28, by the vicar. 

. About this time, the Clarence Railway, in South Durham, 

thirty-six miles in length, which had proved a very unprofitable under- 
taking, and had been offered for sale by the Public Works Loan Conmiis- 
sioners, was leased for twenty-one years by the Stockton and Hartlepool 
Company. 

. About the end of this month, a Mr. Dempster arrived in the 

Tyne from Scotland with a small yacht, called the Problem, the rigging 
and other details of which he asserted possessed great advantages. The 
vessel went through a number of evolutions on several occasions, but on 
the 9th September a sudden gust of wind unfortunately sunk her near 
Newcastle Bridge. She was raised on the following day by wherries, with 
but trifling injury. 

September 4. Died, at Windlestone, aged 68, Sir Robert Johnson Eden, 
Bart. The baronetcy descended to his second cousin, Sir William Eden, 
Bart., of Truir, Custos Brevium of the Court of Common Pleas, but the 
Beamish Park estate devolved upon John Methold, Esq., who assumed 
the name of Davison, in compliance with the will of his uncle, the late 
Mr. Davison. {See page 141.) 

4. Died, in London, aged QQ^ John Allan, Esq., of Blackwell 

Hall, Darlington. The deceased was second son of Robert Allan, Esq. (bro- 
ther of George Allan, the antiquary), and was devisee of his father's landed 
estates derived from the Killinghalls and Sobers. In conjunction with 
those he founded an Allan estate distinct from that of Blackwell Grange, 
the seat of the family, and expended £34,000 in his purchases at Black- 
well. In 1831, he was ofiered a baronetcy, which he declined, and he 
died before fulfilling the office of high-sheriff, to which he had been 
nominated, devising his estates to his nephew, Robert Henry Allan, Esq., 
of Blackwell Grange, at that time Mayor of Durham. September 9, Mr. 
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Allan was interred in Darlington chnrch, and, besides a long train of rela- 
tives and friends, a very numerous assemblage of the inhabitants of the 
district followed his remains to the grave. 

Sqftember 10. The Queen and Royal family sailed past Durham and 
Northumberland, on their way to Scotland, and the royal squadron was 
distinctly observed by crowds of spectators. The passage from London 
to l^nemouth (320' miles) was eflfected in twenty-nine hours — the quick- 
est voyage then recorded. 

13. The Hereditary Grand Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz, 

and H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, arrived at Oateshead, on their way 
to Carlisle. They spent the night at Kavensworth Castle. 

21. Ae village of Tynemouth was lighted with gas for the 

first time. 

28. One of the most destructive explosions which ever occurred 

in the Durham coal field took place at Haswell colliery, the property of 
Messrs Plummer, Taylor, and Co., when ninety-five human beings were 
deprived of life. The explosion occurred in the Hutton seam, almost im- 
mediately after a fall of stone from the roof, which had liberated a vast 
quantity of gas ; and only four persons in the mine succeeded in escaping. 
On the 30th, fiifty-four bodies were interred side by side in South Hetton 
churchyard, thirty-one at Easington, and the remainder at more distant 
places. The pit had been seven years at work, and was considered a very 
safe one. A subscription was immediately set on foot for the relief of the 
sufferers, and the sum received amounted to £4,264. 

29. The ancient chapel of St.' Cuthbert, on Fam Island, 

having been recently restored by the Venerable Archdeacon Thorp, was 
opened for Divine service, for the first time since the dissolution of the 
Priory of Durham. 

— ^— 80. William Manners, Esq., was elected Mayor of Hartlepool. 

— — . About this time, Henry George Surtees, Esq., purchased the 
manor and estate of Dinsdale, near Darlington, including the well-known 
spa, from the trustees of the Earl of Durham, for £40,000. The estate, 
which at a former period had belonged to the family of Surtees, was pur- 
chased by W. Lambton, Esq., in 1770, for £15,350. 

October 8. A collision occurred this morning on the Newcastle and 
Darlington Railway, near Brockley Whins, between a train with passen- 
gers (principally butchers) from South Shields, and an engine called the 
Leopard, which was proceeding from Grateshead to the former town on the 
wrong liie of rails. The passengers were severely stunned ; but this was 
not the end of their disasters, for the engineman and stoker of their train, 
having reversed the engine, had jumped off to save their lives, and the 
carriages, accelerated by the collision, returned towards Shields with im- 
mense velocity. On arriving at the station in that town, the empty car- 
riages standing there were loiocked to pieces, and the engine came in con- 
tact with a Wfdl, the shock throwing the passengers in all directions. Two 
men were killed ; fifteen others received most extensive injuries, and 
scarcely any of the party escaped without hurt. 

9. The Corporation of Gateshead determined upon purchas- 
ing, for £1,300, the house near the new railway station, formerly occu- 
pied by Mr. Graham, for the purpose of converting it into a town hall, 
police office, &c. 
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October 15. The new buildings erected by the Dean and Chapter of 
Durham for the Grammar School of that city, were opened. The school, 
which accommodates 200 boys, is a handsome building, in the Tudor 
style of architecture. 

15. The electors of Gateshead gave their representative, Wm. 

Hutt, Esq., a public dinner, as a mark of their respect for his conduct in 
Parliament. Nearly 100 gentlemen were present. The chair was taken 
by the mayor; Mr. Kenmir and Mr. G. Hawks acted as vice-presidents; 
and amongst the company were Lord Howick, Messrs Ord, M.P., Ogle, 
M.P., Mitcalfe, M.P., and Granger, M.P., the Mayor of Newcastle, &c. 

20. An act passed during the last session of Parliament, and 

entitled the ^^ Detached Parts of Counties' Act," came into operation. By 
this enactment Islandshire, Norhamshire, and Bedlingtonshire, in North- 
umberland, and the parish of Craik, in Yorkshire, were detached from 
the county of Durham, and annexed to the counties in which they were 
locally situated. This alteration added 64,389 acres, and a population (in 
1851) of 19,035 to Northumberland, at the expense of her neighbour. 

21. Died, in Newcastle, aged 48, Mr. William GiU Thompson, 

reporter in the " Newcastle Chronicle" office. Besides very great profes- 
sional ability, he possessed considerable poetical talent and literary at- 
tainments, and his contributions to various periodicals, both in prose and 
verse, were very generally admired. The deceased committed suicide 
whilst labouring under depression of mind. 

. During this month, considerable alterations were made in St. 

Andrew's Church, in Newcastle, and the south transept was entirely re- 
stored, under the direction of Mr. Dobson. Eleven tomb-stones, with 
beautifully-designed crosses, and the original piscina of the church, were 
found embedded in the walls. 

November, The dues payable to the Tees Navigation Company by 
vessels entering that river, were altogether discontinued by the Stoddx>n 
and Darlington Railway Company, who had taken a lease of the toUs. This 
arrangement terminated with the expiration of the lease, April 80, 1853. 

6. This morning, a fire broke out in the Rapid steam-ship, 

lying in the river Tweed at Berwick, and it was found necessary to scuttle 
the vessel in order to extinguish the flames. 

9. The following gentlemen were elected Mayors in Northum- 
berland and Durham : — Newcastle, Addison Langhome Potter (John 
Featherston Ayton, sheriff). Gateshead, Thomas Cunmiins. Durham^ 
Robert Hoggett. Sunderland, James Allison. Stockton, William Skinner, 
jun. Morpeth, Thomas Jobling. Berwick, George Ker Nicholson (Qeorge 
Gilchrist, sheriff). 

11. The dwarf, nick-named General Tom Thumb (who, though 

represented to be in his thirteenth year, was in reality between four and 
five years of age), was exhibited in the Music Hall, Newcastle, on this and 
the three following days, and there, as elsewhere, drew inmiense crowds of 
spectators to witness his performances. The child, who was 25 inches in 
height, and was represented to weigh only 15fl)., was drawn about the 
streets in a very handsome chariot of most diminutive dimensions, and on 
two evenings he was exhibited in the Theatre to prodigious audiences. 
Similar exhibitions took place in North Shields, Durham, and Sunderland. 

11. Died, in London, aged 63, Major-General Sir Leonard 
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Greenwell, K.C.B., K.O.H., third son of the late Joshua Greenwell, Esq., 
of Newcastle and Kibblesworth. The deceased entered the service in 1801, 
and, after accompanying the expedition to South America, he proceeded to 
the Peninsula, where he served with great distinction throughout the war. 
At Orthes, where he commanded the light troops of the third division 
ander Sir Thomas Picton, ho particularly distinguished himself for gal- 
lantry and determination. The deceased was interred in St Nicholas* 
Chnrch, Newcastle. 

Noveniber 15. An alarming subsidence of the earth occurred at St Peter^s, 
Newcastle, in consequence of the falling-in of part of the roof of Friars' 
Ooose colliery. Very serious damage was done to the dock and premises 
of Messrs T. and W. Smith, and some of the neighbouring dwelling houses 
were partially destroyed, to the great terror of the inmates. 

17. The Corporation of Sunderland having determined to per- 
mit a free passage over Wearmouth Bridge on Sundays, it was thrown 
open to-day for the first time. 

21. Died, hi London, aged 87, Adam Askew, Esq., of Red- 

heugh, Durham, and Ellington, Northumberland. 

26. At a meeting of the Newcastle and North Shields RaiL- 

way Company, it was resolved to dispose of their line on the terms pro«> 
posed by the Newcastle and Berwick Company---viz., on receiving shares 
in the new company to the same amount as each pei*son had heretofore 
held, with the option of disposing of them at par. 

28. Died, at Lartington, Henry T. M. Witham, Esq., high- 
sheriff of the county of Durham. Mr. AVithani was a warm friend of 
education, and v/as the chief founder of the Mechanics^ Institute and In- 
fant Schools in Bamardcastle. He contributed several excellent papers 
to the Natural History Society of Newcastle, and his work on Fossil Vege- 
tables is widely known amongst geologists. The deceased possessed a 
large and valuable collection of fossils and minerals, which was always 
open to the student and the curious. (See April 27, 1846.) 

December d. The upper part of the Grand Stand, near Newcastle, was 
discovered to be on fire, the timber work having been ignited by some 
sparks from the chimney, and considerable damage was done before the 
fiames were extinguished. It hail previously l>cen determined to make 
considerable improvements in the building, and the opportunity was taken of 
removing the old roof alU>gether, and replacing it by one considerably 
enlarged, llie alteration was effected, at a cost of upwards of £8,000, 
during the ensuing spring. 

— 6. Barnyards House, Alnwick, the residence of Mr. Holland, 
bailiff to the Duke of Northumberland, was burnt to the ground, with most 
of the furniture and other contents. The house was quite new. 

9. Two persons, named Hugh Ross, an innkeeper, and Catherine 

Bimm, his servant, after being present at a wedding party at Bamburgh, 
fell into an open draw well, in a field near their house, and were drowned. 
The bodies were discovered on the following day, and this singular in- 
dent occasioned some excitement in the neighbourhood. 

' 18. A " skiff" match took place on the river Tyne, for £100 

a-side, between Robert Coombes, of Loudon, and Henry Clasper, of 
Derwenthaugh. Clasper ran foul of a keel near the Shot Tower, but, 
though he lost much ground, Coombes won at last by only six boat- 

2b 



194 LOCAL records; or, [1844. 

lengths. The boats were made for the occasion, Coombes" weighing 
4 3 lb., and Clasper's (which was built by himself) 49fi>. 

December 20. A bitch belonging to Mr. Shanks, of Risingham, caught 
a fine salmon, 12fi>. weight, in the river Reed, brought it home in her 
mouth, and laid it uninjured at her master's feet. 

23. The Duke of Cleveland's stag-hounds met at Manfield, 

where a stag was uncarted. The animal went off in gallant style, and 
eventually passed through the streets of Darlington, to the astonishment 
of the population. He was finally run up to at Cowton, after a chase of 
two hours and ten minutes. 

2G. The foundation-stone of a new church, dedicated to St. 

Stephen, was laid in Military Road, South Shields, by R. Ingham, Esq. 
The church, which cost £2,500, and is capable of seating 800 persons, 
was built from a plan by Mr. Salvin, of London, and was endowed by 
the Dean and Chapter of Durham. The edifice was consecrated by the 
Bishop of Durham, October 13, 1846. 

28. A large portion of the tunnel on the Newcastle and Oar- 
lisle Railway, near Corbridge, fell in, and obstructed that portion of the 
line for some time. Fortunately, no personal injury was sustained. 

1844. The church of St. Paul, at Hunwick, Durham, was erected this 
year. The erection cost £700, and was designed by Mr. Cory, of Durham. 

1845, January, About the beginning of this month, Mr. Catlin, the 
American traveller, with a party of loway Indians, visited Newcastle. 
The exhibition created much interest. 

2. At a meeting held in Sunderland, it was resolved to estab- 
lish the '' Sunderland Corporation Gas Company.'' In the following 
April, the new undertaking purchased the Monkwearmouth Subscription 
Gas Works for £5,250. In 1854, the old and new companies in Sunder- 
land amalgamated, the " Corporation" works, which were commenced 
with a capital of £8,000, having then cost about £35,000. 

6. A fire broke out this morning, in the King's Arms Inn, 

Berwick, occupied by Mr. Davidson. The flames originated in a building 
behind the inn, containing the theatre, ball-room, coffee-room, and stables, 
the whole of which were entirely consumed. The rest of the inn was 
fortunately preserved. 

6. The sub-port of Hartlepool, which, until this date, had 

been subordinate to Stockton, became a distinct port of the sixth class. 
Some rejoicing took place on the occasion. Seaham, also a sub-port of 
Stockton, was transferred at the same time to Sunderland. 

11. About oiie o'clock this morning, a fire broke out in an 

extensive flour mill in Gallowgate, Newcastle, in the occupation of Mr. 
Anderson. A strong breeze w^hich was blowing at the time caused the 
fire to bum rapidly, and, with the exception of the lowest story, the 
premises were completely gutted. The damage was estimated at £2,000, 
but it was soon after repaired, and the mill again in operation. It was, 
however, burnt down a second time, February 27, 1855. 

11. A serioua accident occurred at Ludworth colliery, owing 

to a corf, with four men in it, having been insecurely attached to the rope 
by which it was being drawn up. The corf slipped when about half-way 
up the shaft, and the men were thrown to the bottom and killed. 

■ 11. Died in London, aged 79, the Hon. Sir Henrj' George 
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Grey, G.C.B., G.C.H., Colonel of the ISth Light Dragoons, third son of 
the first Earl Grey. The estate of Falloden, near Alnwick, devolved by 
his decease upon his nephew, the Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart!, 
M.P., to whom also the personal estate (sworn under £120,000) was left 
after the death of the deceased's widow. 

January 13. A person, named Wood, who had performed the character 
of clown in the Chnstmas Pantomime, at Newcastle theatre, sailed from 
the King's Meadows to Tyne Bridge in a washing tub, drawn by four 
geese, the exhibition attracting an immense concourse of spectators. 

22. The post-office of Gateshead was removed from the High 

Street to new premises in Half Moon Lane. 

27. The enlargement of the north dock at Seaham Harbour 

having been completed, it was formally opened, in the presence of the 
Marquis and Marchioness of Londonderry and a numerous party. Great 
rejoicing took place in Seaham, and the Marquis's workmen were plenti- 
fully regaled during the day. 

30. The workshop of Mr. Lax, joiner, Pemberton Street, 

Bishopwearmouth, took fire this morning, and was totally destroyed, 
with nearly all the stock. 

Fdiruary 7. The owners of North Elswick colliery, Newcastle, suc- 
ceeded in reaching the Beaumont seam, at a depth of 98 fathoms. 
■ 14. The town of Amble was lighted with gas. 

22. Mr. William Macready, the celebrated actor, was enter- 
tained at a public dinner in the Queen's Head Lm, Newcastle, by a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of that town. John Clayton, Esq., presided on the 
occasion. 

25. Died, at Belford, aged 83, the Rev. John Thomson, fifty- 
two years minister of the Presbyterian chapel at that place. 

— — . A company, which proix>sed to supply Newcastle and Grates- 
head with water from Whittle JJean, purchased the works of the pre- 
viously-existing " Subscription Water Company" for £55,000, being 
equal to a premium of £10 on each £25 share. The Whittle Dean 
scheme, which was projected by Mr. Grainger, received the Royal assent 
June 80, 1845, and the company took possession of the old reservoirs, 
&c., on the 1st of August following, 

March. About the beginning of this month, the estate of Ellington, 
near Morpeth, was purchased by A. J. B. Cresswell, Esq., of Cresswell. 

8. A slight explosion of gas occurred in St. Hilda colliery, 

South Shields, which set fire to a quantity of gunjx)wder belonging to one 
of the workmen. The fiames then extended to the seam of coal, which 
became ignited, and continued to bum until the morning of the 11th, when 
the fire was subdued, after having done considerable damage. 

12. Byers' Green colliery was opened, when the owners en- 
tertained a party of their friends, and the workmen in their employment. 

18. Died, in Scotswood Road, near Newcastle, aged 102, Mrs. 

Jane Brown. 

21. As Thomas Richard Batson, Esq., and Mrs. Batson were 

returning frt)m Bellingham church to their residence at Reedsmouth, in a 
phaeton, the horse became restive, and overturned the vehicle down a pre- 
cipitous hill on the south side of the river Reed. Mr. Batson's head 
came in contact with a tree, and he was killed on the jspot; and Mrs. 



196 LOCAL RECOIlI>8; OR, [1845. 

Batson was rendered insensible for some time, but fortmiately recovered. 
Mr. Batson was an alderman of Newcastle. 

March 23. A fire occnrretl in the workings of East Cramlington col- 
liery. Tlie stables were entirely destroyed, and nine hones were sufib- 
cated before the flames conld be subdued. 

26. A seam of coal, 3 feet 3 inches in thiciaieflSi was won wt 

Bishop Middleham, at a depth of seventy fathoms. 

29. Died, in Newcastle, aged 83, the Itev. Edward Moises, 

M.A., vicar of Hart, and master of the Hospital of St. Maiy the Virgin, 
Newcastle. Tlie deceased was educated at the Grammar School in New- 
castle, to the mastership of which he was appointed in 1787, on the resig- 
nation of his celebrated uncle, the Rev. Hugh Moises, and he eontiiiued 
to be the chief preceptor of that academy for forty-one years. He also 
held the office of morning lecturei* of All Saints', and afternoon lecturer of 
8t. Andrew's, for a lengthened period. In 1806, he succeeded his nnde in 
the mastership of the Virgin Mary Hospital, and in 1811, Lord Eldon 
presented him to the vicarage of Hart. In the Oriental languages few 
scholars have ever surpassed Mr. Moises ; his ^ Persian Inter]»eter,'' pub- 
lished in 1792, and the Arabic Bible, printed at the " Newcastle Chroni- 
cle'' office in 1811, the sujiervision of which was intrusted to hira, being 
striking proofs of his diligence and learning. Mr. Moises ¥ra8 one of the 
original members of the Literary and Philosophical Society in Newcastle, 
and a striking portrait of him, by Andrews, was placed in the library of 
that institution by his Mends, in Februaiy, 1844. 

ApnL About the beginning of this month, an excellent seam of coal 
was won at Ludworth colliery, at a depth of 140 fathoms. 

3. A dreadful explosion of gas occurred this evening in West 

Moor colliery, near Newcastle, the property of Lord Ravensworth and 
Partners, which resulted in the death of foiu* men and six youths ; two 
others, who were extricated severely burnt, fortimately recovered. The ex- 
plosion arose from the sudden discharge of a large quantity of gas. 

■ 3. Pied, in Newcastle, in her 1 03d year, Mrs. Rachel Nicholson. 

■ 29. The committee of the House of Commons, to whom the 
rival schemes for a railway between Newcastle and Bei-wick had been re- 
ferred, met to-day, Lord Worsley in the chair. One of the lines, entitled 
the " Northumberland Railway," was promoted by Lord Howick, and had 
been laid down by Mi*. Brunei. It was proix)sed to be on the atmospheric 
principle, and conuncnced at Gateshead, crossing the Tyne to the east of 
Redheugh, and passing through Newcastle by a tuimel, commencing at 
the Westgate and tenninating a little to the north of Brandling Place. 
For several miles its course was then parallel with the great north road, 
passing tlirough Gosforth Park, Blagdou, &c., after which it ran to the 
east of Mor]>eth, its course being similar to that of the competing line. 
The cost of this railway was estimated at one million, and it was about four 
miles shorter than the opposition scheme. Tlie other line, calleil the 
" Newcastle and Benvick," Avas promoted by Mr. Hudson and the New- 
castle and Darlington Railway Company, and was laid down by Mr. R. 
Stephenson. The capital of this line was proposed to be £1,866,666. 
The committee, on the 26th May (the 16th day of its sitting), decided in 
favour of the ** Newcastle and Berwick" bill, which accordingly received 
the Royal assent, July 31. 
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May 7. The new Coart-hoase at Sonth Shields was opened. 

12. Died, in Newcastle, aged 63, John Brown, Eisq., for thirty- 
five years clerk to the magistrates. Same day, in Gateshead, aged 51, 
Thomas Swinhume, Esq., clerk to the magistrates of that borough. May 
15, at Jersey, aged 65, John P. Kidson, Esq., senior clerk to the magis- 
trates of Sunderland. 

12. Tlie rector and principal iidiabitants of the parish of Sun- 
derland perambulated the boundaries of that parish. A period of fourteen 
years having elaped since this ancient custom was last observed, the day 
was kept as a holiday, and a large party dined together in the evening. 

18. At a meeting of the committee of the Coal Trade of the 

Tyne, Wear, and Tees, held in Newcastle, it was determined to declare 
the Coal-Trade Regulations at an end. The regulations, which had been 
in operation many years, wei'e designed to fix the quantity of coals wrought 
at each colliery ; a fine being levied u]jou fiims which vended more than 
the stipulated quantity, and others, who had not worked the fixe<l amount, 
were allowed to make up the quantity in the following year. In conse- 
quence of the pilmeu's strike, the work at some colli ones was quite sus- 
pended, and the " shorts," on the 31st March, were 475,973 tons, whilst 
at other places, where the mines had been kept in operation, the " overs" 
were 199,163 tons. Dy the fixed fine on "overs," the amount due from 
the latter firms was £18,789 ; but the committee proposed to commute this 
sum for £11,273, and divide it amongst the collieries having " shorts.*^ 
Neither party being satisfied by this proi)osition, the regulations were 
abolished. 

13. Died, at liumberstone, Leicestershire, in his 80th year, 

William linskill, Esq., of Tynemouth Lodge. Mr. Linskill, during the 
French war, raised and embodied the Tynemouth and North Shields liegi- 
ment of Volunteer Infantry. 

19. Sir MatUiew White Hidlcy, Bart., having intimated his 

intention to give up his hunting establishment, a meeting of sportsmen 
was held in Newcastle, when it was determined to keep up the hunt by 
Bubscription. June 30, Sii* M. W. Ridley*s hounds were sold by auction 
in London for £773. 

20. Tlie first shipment of coals from the new colliery at Crox- 

dale took place at Sunderland. 

26. MaiTied, in London, Lord Lovaine, eldest son of the Earl 

of Beverley, to Louisa, eldest daughter of Hemy Uriimmond, Esq., of 
Albury Park, Sun-ey. 

Jwie. About the lK?ginning of this month, some workmen engaged in 
draining, about tlirce-quarters of a niile to the north of Alnwick, came 
upon the foundations of a building of considerable magnitude, and soon 
aftei* discovered abo\it thirty human bodies buiiod in the ruins. The Duke 
of Northumberland immediately ordered that the building should be wholly 
uncovered, and sufficient remains were soon brought to light to prove that 
they had once formed part of the chapel of the llospital of St. Leonard, a 
fabric founded by Eustace dc Vescy, between 1185 and 1216, for the soul 
of Malcolm, King of Scotland, and his son Edward, there mortally wounded 
near to a certain spring, on the 13th Novcml>cr, 1093. The hospital was 
granted to the convent of Alnwick by the Earl of Northumberland in 1377, 
and remained connected with that institution until the Reformation. 
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Junt 8. A fire occurred on the premises of Mr. Cams, hosier, High 
Street, Sunderland. The flames were extinguished in about two hours, 
after doing considerable injury. 

9. This afternoon, a terrible explosion of gunpowder occurred 

in the shop of Mr. Steele, Claypath, Durham, owing to the carelessness of 
a shop-boy, who had placed a candle near a package containing about 
SOB), of that commodity. The effects of the explosion were felt in every 
part of the city, and the windows of the shops and houses in the immedi- 
ate neighbourhood were almost wholly destroyed. The front of the house 
in which the calamity occurred, and all the floors and furniture, were blown 
into the sti*cet ; a young woman, named Robson, who fell with the second 
story, Avas seriously injured, and the boy who had caused the disaster 
was killed. Mrs. Steele and a child were also buried in the ruins, but 
were extricated, very little injured. 

10. This evening, the inhabitants of Church Street, Durham, 

were alarmed by the report of a pistol from the house of Mr. Louis Henry 
Goule, one of the superintendents of rural iK)lice. Immediately after, Mrs. 
Groule was seen to run across the street, followed by her husband, who 
fired a second pistol at her, by which her left arm was shattered in a shock- 
ing manner. At this moment, Mr. Walter Scruton, Deputy Clerk of 
the Peace, was passing up (.^hurch Street, when Goule threw him down, 
and beat him severely with the butt end oif a pistol. In a few moments, 
however, the man was taken into custody, and removed to the gaol, where 
he made an ineffectual attempt to cut his throat with a penknife. On 
the 16th, Mrs. Goule died from the effects of the injuries she had received, 
and at the coroner's inquest it transpired that Goule had for some time 
had suspicious of his wife's fidelity, thr)ugh, from the evidence, on very 
insufficient grounds. He was tried for the murder before Mr. Ban»i Rolfe, 
at the following assizes, and acquitted on the ground of insanity. 

12. Died, at liartbum, aged G6, the Rev. John Hodgson, 

vicar of that parish, the celebrated historian of Noi'thumberland. The 
deceased was a native of Westmoreland, and became curate of Lanchester, 
near Durham, in 1804, where he chiefly occiqjied himself in teaching the 
children of the village. Here he produced his first work, a small volume 
of poems, which was published in Newcastle in 1807, and which con- 
tains a fcAV wood-cuts of Roman antiquities, executed by himself. In 
1808, he was apix)inted incumbent of the extensive parish of Jarrow, 
and it was on that classic ground that he first conceived the idea of his 
History of Nortliumbcrland. His collections for that great work ^pear 
to have been commenced in 1810, but it was not until 1821 that the first 
(or rather, as it was designated according to his arrangement, the fifih 
volume) was published. The work was received with great favour by all 
persons of taste and literary acquirement, and Bishop Barrington marked 
his approbation by volimtarily conferring upon its author the vicarage of 
Kirkwhelpington, Northuml>erland, following up that step by a present of 
£200. Successive portions of the Plistory appeared in 1827, 1828, 1832, 
1835, and 1840, the last volume being almost entirely occupied by a 
description and history of the Roman Wall; but just towards the comple- 
tion of this portion of his labours, he was seized with an illness, brought 
on by his incessant application, which incapacitated him from future 
mental exertion, and his noble work consequently remains in a frag- 
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tnentary state. In 1833 he was appointed by Bishop Van Mildert 
to the vicarage of Hartbnm, and he then resigned his other preferments, to 
the great regret of his parishioners. From the first establishment of the 
Newcastle Society of Antiquaries Mr. Hodgson became its secretary, and 
its Transactions preserve many valuable papers read by him to the members. 
He also contributed several pieces to the " Beauties of England and 
Wales," " Collectanea Topographica," &c., &c. ; and one or two sermons and 
short poems from his pen are also prized by collectors. A fine portrait of 
Mr. Hodgson, engraved by Scriven, is pre&ced to one of the volumes of his 
history. 

Jwke 16-17. A grand regatta took place on the river Wear, at 
Dnrham. 

24. At a meeting of the shareholders of the Great North of 

England Railway, at Darlington, it was resolved to lease that undertak- 
ing to the Newcastle and Darlington Railway Company, on their guaran- 
tee to pay a dividend of ten per cent, per annum, and £250 for each £100 
share in 1850. The shares of the company, which, a short time previously, 
had been offered at £52, rose on the announcement of these terms to up- 
wards of £250. The debt of the company (about £150,000) was paid 
off by an issue of new shares, which bore the same rate of interest, and 
the sale was sanctioned by Parliament, July 27, 1846, the purchasing 
company assuming the title of the York and Newcastle Railway Company. 

■ 26. At the Thames Regatta, London, the champion prize for 

four-oared boats was won by the " Lord Ravensworth," rowed by three 
brothers, named Claspcr, and their uncle, named Hawks, all from New- 
castle, beating the best London crews of the day. 

— ^— 30. By an Order in Council, the parochial chapelry of St. 
Hilda, South Shields, was separated from the parish of Jarrow, and con- 
Btitnted an independent parish. 

30 The Newcastle Port Bill (for the establishment of moor- 
ings and an efficient river police) received the Royal assent. The police 
force commenced their duties on the 1st September following. 

30. The Act for the extension of the Newcastle and North 

Shields Railway to Tynemouth received the Royal assent. 

. This month, in cutting down a large beech, about two feet 

in diameter, in the wo^kIs of William Pawson, Esq., of Shawdon, a living 
toad was found in the heart of the tree. 

«7ti/y. In the beginning of this month, during the height of the rail- 
way mania, no less than four gigantic railway schemes were laid before 
the public for connecting Newcastle by a direct route with Liverpool and 
Manchester. None of the plans were, however, carried out. 

■ 8. A suit in Chancery, which had been pending since August, 
1836, between the Corporation of Newcastle and the master and brethren 
of the Jesus Hospital in that town, terminated this day. The hospital 
was founded by the Corporation, in 1683, for the support of forty free- 
men and freemen^s widows; and it was then endowed with two small 
estates at Whittle and Etherley, purchased at the time for £3,610, and 
producing about £100 per annum. In 1720, however, the Corporation 
sold the estates, and with the proceeds (£3,815) and various other moneys, 
they purchased the Walker estate, for £12,220. From time to time the 
payments of the Corporation to the hospital were increased to about 
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£G40 yearly, bat the plaintiffs contended that the endowment shonld bear 
the same proportion to the rental of Walker estate as the £3,815 had 
borne to the original purchase money. Tliis would have increased the 
funds of the hospital to nearly £1,500 per annum. In 1842, Lord Lang- 
dale, Master of the Rolls, made a decree in favour of the hospital, but 
the Corporation appealed, and counsel were addressing the House of Lords 
this day, when the Lord Chancellor (Lyndhurst) interposed, praised the 
" great generosity" of the Corporation, and recommended, as a compro- 
mise, a future payment of £8i>0 a-year. To this the Corporation agreed, 
on condition that ten additional brethren should be appointed, and an 
Act to carry out this agreement received the Royal assent Aug. 26, 1846. 

Jubf 10. The new church of St. Pet-er, at Byers Green, was conse- 
crated by the Bishop of Durham, at whose expense it had been erected. 
The church, which is of early English architecture, was designed by Mr. 
Watt, of Durham, and contains 283 sittings, 210 of which are free. 

17. I)ied, at Howick Hall, Northumberland, in his 82nd year, 

Charles, Earl Grey, Viscount Howick, Baron Grey, &c., K. G. His lord- 
ship, who was bom at Falloden on tiie 13th March, 1764, was elected 
one of the representatives of Northumberland in July, 1786, and almost 
immediately took a leading position in the House of Common^, although 
that assembly then possessed an unparalleled array of orators and states- 
men. The estimation in which he was held at that early period of his life 
is best proved by his having been chosen, in 1788, one of the twenty-four 
managers of the celebrated impciurhment of Warren Hastings, and his 
speeches on that subject and on the Regency bill in the following year were 
long remembered as i>owerful efforts of eloquence and reasoning. On 
the accession to i»ower of a Whig ministry, on the death of Mr. Pitt 
in 1806, Mr. Grey (who had then become Lord Howick) was appointed 
First Lord of the Admiralty ; and on the death of Mr. Fox, in the fol- 
lowing year, his lordship became his successor as Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and leader of the House of Commons. He, however, oc- 
cupied that eminent position for only a few months, a defeat upon the 
Catholic question having obliged the ministry to resign. At the election 
which ensued the ** No Po^^ery" cry was raised throughout tlie kingdom, 
and the member for Northumberland, the principal supporter of the mea- 
sure, v/as, above nil others, to be opposed. Accordingly Earl Percy (the 
late Duke of Nnrthumlierland) was brought forward to oppose him, in 
conjunction with his pre\'i()us colleague. Colonel Beaumont. The nomina- 
tion took place at Morpeth on the 14th May, when his lordship and Elarl 
Percy had the show of hands, but before the election Lord Howick inti- 
mated his intention of withdrawing from the contest, " his property," his 
lorrlship said, " not l)eiug equal to the expenses of a contest without ma- 
terial injury to his family;" and the great age and serious illness of his 
father most probably also influenced lus decision. His lordship afterwards 
sat for Appleby until November, 1807, when the death of his father 
caused his elevation to the House of Lonls, and, by the death of his uncle. 
Sir Henry Grey, Bart., in the following year, he also succeeded t6 the 
baronetcy and the property of Howick. After the death of Mr. Pox, Earl 
Grey was looked up to as the acknowledged leader of the Whig party, 
and, although in opposition, his great talents, high character, int^^ty^and 
consistency, gave him an influence in public affairs which few persons oat 
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of office ever possessed. On several occasions he was solicited to join the 
Government, but he uniformly declined to be connected with any adminis- 
tration the constitution of which was not calculated to carry out the 
principles which he considered necessary for the well-being of the country. 
Throughout his long public life he continued the able and uncompromising 
advocate of civil and religious freedom ; and there is no doubt that his 
insisting upon the concession of Catholic Emancipation as the necessary 
condition of his taking office contributed in no small degree to the final 
accomplishment of that great measure. The abolition of the slave trade, 
and the extinction of slavery in the British colonies, were both carried by 
Earl Grey during the short periods in which he held office : the former in 
1806, and the latter in 1833. The important question of Parliamentary 
Reform had occupied his lordship's attention from almost his entrance into 
Parliament, and he repeatedly brought it forward in the House of Com- 
mons. During the exciting period of the French Bevolution, he took a 
leading part in the discussions which then agitated the country, and was 
one of the most influential members of the " Society of the Friends of tho 
People," formed for the purpose of obtaining a reform in the constitution 
of the House of Commons. On the 6th May, 1793, he presented tho 
celebrated petition from that society, exhibiting in strong terms the vari- 
ous defects and abuses of the existing system ; and, after a powerful speech, 
he moved that the petition be referred to a committee, but such was then 
the state of the House, that only forty-one members supported his motion, 
whilst 282 voted against it. From that period the question continued to 
linger in the same hopeless state until 1830, when, on the dissolution of 
the Wellington Government, Earl Grey was empowered by William IV. 
to form a ministry, having ^^ Peace, Retrenchment, and Reform" as tho 
basis of its policy. Accordingly, on the 1st March, 1831, the Reform 
Bill was introduced into the House of Commons, and after an arduous and 
protracted struggle, almost amounting to a convulsion, it was eventually 
carried through Parliament, and received the Royal assent on the 7th June, 
1882. The noble earl continued Prime Minister until July, 1834, when, 
having experienced the satisfaction of seeing the leading objects of his 
political life accomplished, he " descended from power," and, with the ex- 
ception of occasionally appearing in the House of Lords, he spent the re- 
mainder of his life at Howick, in the midst of his numerous and devotedly 
attached family, the object of love and admiration to all around him, and 
hononred with the esteem and veneration of all classes of his countrymen. 
The remains of the noble earl were interred in a strictly private manner, in 
the family vault in Howick church. The body, which was borne by six 
members of his household, was followed on foot by his afficted family 
and relatives, consisting of Lady Georgiana Grey, Lady Caroline Barring- 
ton, Lady Mary Wood, Miss Barrington, Earl Grey, and five of his 
brothers, the Earl of Durham, Sir George Grey, Bart., Mr. Ellice, Mr. 
C. Wood, and Mr. Barrington ; and a number of his admirers from the 
Burrounding district, who had attended to pay this tribute of respect, also 
joined the procession on its way to the church. The coffin bore the simple 
inscription—" CHARLES, EARL GREY, K.G. Bom, March 18,1764; 
died, Jnly 17, 1845." His lordship married, November 18, 1794, Mary 
Elizabeth, only daughter of Lord Ponsonby, by whom he had a family of 
ten sons and five daughters, twelve of whom, as well as her lady^p, 

2c 
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survived him. In July, 1849, a very beautiful monument to llie deceased 
was placed in Howick church. A great number of portraits of the noble 
lord have been engraved, the principal of which are : — one by Dicken* 
son, after Lawrence, in 1805; one by Turner, after Phillips, in 1811; one 
by Ward, after Jackson, in 1828; and a fourth by Cousins, after Law- 
rence, in 1830. 

Jvly 14. Died, at Morpeth, aged 55, Mr. William Gourlay, for twenty 
years master of the Corporation School of that town. Deceased was the 
mathematical editor of the "Newcastle Magazine,*^ an office which he 
filled with great credit. 

17. The foundation-stone of a new Baptist chapel was laid 

in Howard Street, North Shields, by Dr. Stowell. The building, which 
accommodates about 700 hearers, was opened, April 16, 1846, by the 
Rev. Dr. Halley. 

21-22. A grand regatta was held on the river Tyne, above 

the King's Meadows. The sports were well attended, and excited much 
interest. 

81. The Wear Valley Railway bill (line from Crook to 

Wolsingham, eleven miles in length,) received the Royal assent. 

31. At the Northumberland assizes, before Mr. Justice 

Cresswell, Mr. Addison Potter, son of the mayor of Newcastle, was 
charged with an assault on Mr. John Hemaman, proprietor of the " New- 
castle Journal." The assault was committed with a riding-whip, on the 
20th November, 1844, in the streets of Newcastle, and it occurred in 
consequence of an article which appeared in the ^' JoumaF of the 16th 
November, headed " The election of the Mayor and Sheriff," injuriously 
reflecting upon the mayor and his family. Mr. Potter was found guilty, 
and Eentenced to two months' imprisonment in Morpeth Gaol. 

August 1. A fire broke out this evening, in a treacle manufactory, in 
Pudding Chare, Newcastle, occupied by Mr. Perry. The upper floors of 
the building, which was of great height, were filled with com and basket 
rods, and the whole was speedily in flames and completely destroyed. 
The premises were the property of Mr. Humble, basket-maker, whose loss 
was considerable. 

■ 1. At Northumberland assizes, before Baron Rolfe, the case 

of the Rev. Thomas Knight, rector of Ford, against the Marquis of 
Waterford, lord of that manor, came on for trial. The action, which was 
commenced in 1830, was brought to establish the plaintiff's claim to the 
tithes of his parish, which the defendant resisted, on the ground of a cus- 
tomary modus of £40 per annum. The judge ruled that Lord Tenter- 
den's statute of limitations applied to the case, and there being sufficient 
proof of the payment of sixty years' modus, the jury found for, the de- 
fendant. This decision, however, was afterwards reversed. {See July 
31, 1846; page 218.) 

5. The new Town Hall at North Shields, built by the Com- 
missioners of that town, from designs by Mr. Dobson, was opened for the 
first time. 

9. Two murders occurred this evening, at Bamardcastle, under 

very remarkable circumstances. Joseph Yates, a tailor, had been drink- 
ing all the day, and in the evening he was in company with three young 
mcgi, named George Barker, Thomas Routledge Raine, and John Breckon, 
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who, having discovered that Yates had a little money in his possession, 
determined to force it from him. About midnight, when he was in com- 
pany with a woman named Catherine Haine, the three men, with a girl 
named Ann Humphreys, followed him to a place on the banks of the Tees, 
known as the Sills, and, after a short scuffle, they took the money from him, 
and then threw him into the river, where he was drowned. On returning 
over the bridge into the town the men threatened vengeance on the girls, 
and urged them to swear to secrecy, but as Raine would not accede to 
their request, she was seized, thrown over the parapet wall, and, the 
river being much swollen, she was carried away and drowned. Hum- 
phreys then swore to keep the matter a secret, and was permitted to go 
home. The bodies were found a few days after, and strong suspicion 
rested on the above parties ; but Humphreys kept her oath for nearly a 
year, and when she at last disclosed the horrible affair her unsupported 
testimony could not be relied on, and the men were accordingly acquitted 
of the murder, at the York assizes, in August, 1846. Further evidence 
was, however, obtained to corroborate the girPs testimony, and the three 
ruffians were arraigned for the robbery only, on the 16th March, 1847, 
and were clearly convicted of the crime. The judge sentenced them to 
fifteen years' transportation, expressing his unbounded regret that the 
law had failed to reach them on the capital charge. The two trials cost 
the county of York £1,309. 

August 13. A vacancy having occurred in the representation of Sun- 
derland, by the elevation of Lord Howick to the House of Lords, the 
nomination of candidates took place before the mayor (J. Allison, Esq.). 
Mr. Joshua Wilson proposed and Mr. Joseph Hills seconded Colonel T. 
P. Thompson ; and Mr. J. J. Wright and Mr. Eichard Spoor proposed 
and seconded George Hudson, Esq. The show of hands was in favour of 
Col. Thompson, but the result of the poll on the following day was as 
follows: — Hudson, 626; Thompson, 498. [Immediately after the closing 
of the poll, at four o'clock, a special engine was sent off with the news, 
which reached London at one o'clock on the following morning. The 
result was immediately put in type at the " Times" office, and copies of 
that newspaper were despatched, at ten minutes to three, by another spe- 
cial train, which reached Sunderland at three minutes to eleven o'clock. 
The feat excited great attention throughout the country, and was con- 
sidered at the time almost miraculous.] 

13. Died, in Newcastle, aged 63, Mr, Emerson Chamley, 

bookseller, a business which he and his father had conducted in the town 
for nearly a century, and which won for him from Dr. Dibdin the title of 
" The Veteran Emperor of Northumbrian booksellers." For many years 
he took a prominent part in all public events connected with the district; 
he was a determined Whig in politics, and was a member of the Corpora- 
tion both before and after the Municipal Reform bill. There is an en- 
graved portrait of Mr. Chamley, but it is now very rare. 

— ^— 17. Died, at North Shields, aged 61, Robert Spence, Esq., a 
highly-respected inhabitant of that town. A bust of the deceased has 
been placed in the Town Hall at the expense of a number of his friends. 

20. In consequence of the rain which fell on this and the 

preceding two days, the river Aln rose to a greater height than at any 
former period within memory, and vast quantities of hay and com or the 
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Imnks of tbe stream were destroyed. Several sheep and goats were also 
lost, and at West Bolton a farm steward and bis son, named Hook, were 
drowned whilst endeavouring to save some sheep. The HU was also 
greatly above its nsnal level, and serions damage was done in many places. 

August 20. Whilst the workmen at the Bishopwearmoiith Iron Works 
were melting down a qnantity of old bomb-shelb, one of them, which had 
been undischarged, barst with tremendous force, when the famaoe was 
blown to pieces, a boy killed, and two men severely injured. 

2 1 . An awful explosion of gas occurred this afternoon, in Jarrow 

colliery, the property of D. Brown, Esq. About seventy-five men and boys 
were at work at the time, tbirty-six of whom were employed in the Low 
Main seam, where the explosion took place, and of these only one man was 
saved. The other men were working in the Bensham seam (120 feet 
above the other), and, owing to the air courses being partially destroyed, 
they suffered severely from after-damp, and three men and one boy died. 
Another man, named Defty, an overman, lost his life in endeavouring to 
rescue others. The accident was supposed to have originated from a quan- 
tity of gas having suddenly found its way into the mine. A subscription 
was commenced for the benefit of the sufferers, and nearly £1,700 was 
eventually raised. 

■ ■ 25. The new church recently erected at Blaydon, near New- 
castle, and dedicated to St. Cuthbert, was consecrated by the Bishop of 
Durham. 

■ 25-26. A regatta took place on the Tyne, at Shields, but was 
very thinly attended, owing to the inauspicious weather. 

. 30. The monument to the memory of Lord Collingwood, 
erected at Tynemonth, was finished. Owing to a difference of opinion as 
to the site, on the part of the subscribers, the funds raised were inadequate 
to carry out the intention in a manner befitting either the distinguished 
admiral or the district, and the effect of the memorial, in an artistic point 
of view, is far from happy. The figure of the gallant admiral was exe- 
cuted by Lough. July 26, 1848, four 32-pounder guns, formerly belonging 
to Collingwood's ship, the Royal Sovereign, were landed at Shields, and 
were placed upon the base of the monument in the ensuing spring. They 
weigh 56cwt. each. 

■ 30. Died, in Newcastle, in his 80th year, Mr. William Anthony 
Hails. The deceased in early life followed the occupation of a shipwright, 
but having a natural taste for literary pursuits he entered upon the pre- 
mises in Westgate Street, Newcastle, so long occupied by Dr. Uutton, and 
prosecuted with considerable success the profession of a schoolmaster. His 
acquaintance with Hebrew, Greek, and Latin was very extensive, and he 
published several papers of biblical criticism, in " Valpy's Classical 
Journal," which excited considerable attention. He also published a reply 
to " Volney's Ruins of Empires," and an investigation into the claim of 
Mr. Greathead to be the inventor of the life-boat. 

September 4. Married, at Lamesley, the Hon. John A. Douglas, Envoy 
Extraordinary at St. Petersburg, and eldest son of Lord Bloomfield, to 
the Hon. Georgiana Liddell, youngest daughter of Lord Ravensworth. 
Great rejoicing took place at Ravensworth, where the grand entrance- 
hall was thrown open for the first time. 

4. Married, at Barton-upon-Irwell, Thomas Riddell, Esq., of 
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Felton Park and Swinbnme Castle, to Laura Anne, eldest daughter of Sir 
Thomas de Trafford, Bart., of Trafford Park, Lancashire. 

October, Amongst the innumerable railways projected about this time 
was a double line of railway to London, to be entirely devoted to the 
carriage of coals. The capital was to be five millions sterling. 

3. Owing to heavy rains, the river Tyne was greatly flooded, 

and much injury was done to the shipping lying at Newcastle and Shields 
by the force of the current. The King's Meadows and several miles of 
the Carlisle Railway were quite under water, and an immense quantity of 
agricultural produce was destroyed. Similar damage was done on the 
Tweed and Wear. 

5. The Wesley an chapel, Howard Street, North Shields, was 

re-opened, after having been enlarged and improved at a cost of £1,100. 

6. Thomas Rowell, Esq., was elected mayor of Hartlepool. 

. 10. At a meeting between Mr. George Hudson, M.P., and a 

number of persons interested in the port of Sunderland, plans of the pro- 
posed south docks were submitted to the former, and approved of. The 
proposed capital was £225,000, of which Mr. Hudson subscribed his name, 
on behalf of the Newcastle and Darhngton Railway, to the amount of 
£75,000. The bill for the proposed undertaking received the Royal assent 
on the 14th May, 1846. {See February 4, 1848, and June 20, 1850.) 

14. Married, at Bramham, the Hon. Adolphus Liddell, 

youngest son of Lord Ravensworth, to Frederica, daughter of George Lane 
Fox, Esq., of Bramham Park. 

15. Several of the scholars at the Grange Academy, Bishop- 

wearmouth, were bathing in the sea at Hendon, in company with four 
of their teachers, when a strong current swept several of the party into 
deep water, and one of the teachers, named Special, two youths, sons of 
Bir D. Baird, Bart., and a boy named Leny, were unfortunately drowned. 

20. Tlie tenantry of Sir Thomas John Clavering, Bart., met 

that gentleman at Greencroft, and presented him with a full-length portrait 
of himself, executed by Hastings, of Durham, as a token of their esteem. 

21. ITie electors of Sunderland and their friends entertained 

Hr. George Hudson, M.P., to a grand dinner, in honour of his late election 
for the borough, in the Athenaeum, Fawcett Street, llie chair was taken 
by Mr. J. J. Wright, and the vice-chair by Mr. R. Spoor, and nearly 400 
gentlemen sat down on the occasion. On the following evening, a ball 
and supper were given in the same place, which w^ere attended by nearly 
700 ladies and gentlemen. 

25. The Witton Park Iron Works, the property of Messrs 

Bolckow and Vaughan, were first put into operation. 

28. The foundation-stone of the new church at Alnwick, de- 
dicated to St. Paul, was laid by his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, 
at whose expense the entire fabric was erected and endowed, at a cost of 
£30,000. The building is in the decorated style of Edward III., from a 
design by Mr. Salvin, of London, and is capable of containing 1,000 per- 
sons. 'Die church was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, October 
16, 1846, in the presence of the Duke of Northumberland and a great 
concourse of persons, and his grace afterwards entertained a large party to 
a magnificent luncheon at the castle in honour of the occasion. The work- 
men weze also r^aled with a substantial dinner. 
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October. During this month, the site of the ancient chapel of St. 
Helen, at' Hartlepool, was discovered in the Farwell Field in that town. 
The bases and capitals of a number of Gothic pillars, a piscina, a stone 
coffin, containing a skeleton in excellent preservation, and some other 
relics of antiquity, were disinterred, and an examination of the architec- 
tural fragments proved that the chapel had been built about the year 1200. 

. About this time, a skeleton, in perfect preservation, was 

found in a yard attached to the glass-house of Sir M. W. Ridley, and Co., 
Newcastle. It was supposed to be the remains of a member of one of 
the three families who originally introduced the manufacture of glass into 
this district, and who were known to have had a private burial ground. 

November 3. Mr. Chapman, M.P., and Captain Washington, two of 
the commissioners appointed to inquire into the state of the tidal harbours 
of the United Kingdom, sat at the Guildhall, Newcastle, to receive evi- 
dence connected with the river Tyne. The commissioners had previously 
sat at Stockton (Oct. 29), Hartlepool (Oct. 30), and Sunderland (Oct. 31), 
and they afterwards proceeded to Blyth and Berwick. 

3. At a meeting of the shareholders of the Durham and Sun- 
derland Railway Company, held at Sunderland, it was resolved to sell the 
line upon the terms offered by Mr. Hudson, on the part of the Newcastle 
and Darlington Company, namely, to pay the shareholders £31 lOs. per 
£50 share, and to take all the liabilities of the company, amounting to 
about £300,000 more. The shares in 1843 were quoted at £15 in the 
railway market. 

8. Birth : In London, the Countess of Eldon, of a son and heir. 

10. The election of chief magistrates took place, with the fol- 
lowing result : — Newcastle, Thomas Emerson Headlam, M.D. (Matthew 
Robert Bigge, sheriff). Gateshead, lliomas Cummins. Durham, John 
Bramwell. Sunderland, Robert Brown. Morpeth, Nicholas Wright. 
Stockton, John Crosby. Berwick, Tliomas Hogarth (William Smith, 
sheriff). 

13. A new Wesleyan chapel was opened at Seaton Delaval, 

by Dr. Beaumont, of London. The chapel accommodates 250 persons. 

22. Died, at Ravensworth Castle, in her 73d year, Maria 

Susannah, wife of the Right Hon. Lord Ravensworth. The deceased was 
the third daughter and co-heiress of John Simpson, Esq., of Bradley Hall, 
and by the death of her elder and last survi\'ing sister in February, 1844, 
she eventually became sole heiress of the extensive possessions of the 
ancient families of Simpson and Anderson, of Bradley. Tlie deceased, in 
March, 1796, married H. G. Liddell, Esq., afterwards a baronet, and event- 
ually Lord Ravensworth, and she left a family of seven sons and as many 
daughters, most of whom she had the happiness of seeing connected by 
marriage with some of the noblest families in the kingdom. Possessed of 
great means of doing good, Lady Ravensworth was never known to fail in 
making use of them, and the alms-houses built and endowed by her for 
the deserving poor of the Ravensworth and Eslington properties will long 
remain a proof of her munificence and charity. 

25. A boat race took place on the Tyne, for £100 a-side, 

l>etwecn Henry Clasper, of Newcastle, and W. Pocock, of London, which 
was won very easily by the former. 

25. The Bachelors of Northumberland and Newcastle gave a 
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grand ball and supper in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, which were 
attended by about six hundred of the principal residents in the district. 
The preparations were of unusual extent and splendour, and the enter- 
tainment passed off to the greatest satisfaction of all. The ball was led 
off by Mrs. Riddell, of Felton Park, and Mr. C. W. Orde, of Nunnykirk. 
Mr. Orde also presided at the supper table, which was covered with no 
less than 586 dishes, embracing every description of delicacy in season. 

November 25. Died, at Newcastle, aged 48, Mr. William Andrew Mitchell. 
The deceased conducted the " Ty ne Mercury " newspaper for many years 
with great ability, and he was also editor of the " Newcastle Magazine, " 
a periodical started by himself, and carried on with a talent and energy 
rarely found in the provinces. Mr. IVlitchell was also the author of " The 
Letters of Tim Tunbelly," a drama called " Crohore of the Bill-hook," 
" Essays on Capacity and Genius," " Thoughts of One that Wandereth,'* 
and many fugitive pieces. He was one of the founders of the Newcastle 
Mechanics^ Institute, and Tvas its principal secretary till his death. Through 
life he was an able and consistent advocate of Liberal principles, and few 
men have descended to the grave more regretted by his friends. 

26. A tremendous boiler explosion took place in the rolling- 
mill of the Bishopwearmouth Iron Works. About fifty workmen were 
in the building at the time, and from the prodigious force of the explosion 
nearly the whole of them were buried by the falling in of the roof, or 
scalded by the steam, which filled the place. Three men were dead when 
extricated, two more died soon after, and upwards of twenty others received 
very serious injuries. The adjoining property was also greatly damaged, 
huge pieces of iron being propelled in all directions. 

29. As the barque Lady Feversham, a vessel of about 400 

tons burthen, was being drawn out of a tier of ships at Shields, preparatory 
to leaving the harbour, the rope broke, when the vessel veered round, 
struck on the insand, and, as the tide fell, " broke her back." She lay in 
this state for several months, every tide causing her to become more im- 
bedded in the sand, and, after various plans had been attempted to raise her, 
it was at last found necessary to blow her to pieces. This was effected on 
December 7, 9, and 11, 1846, by means of gunpowder, the removal of the 
obstruction having altogether cost the Corporation of Newcastle about 
£1,100. 

December 5. A serious boiler explosion occurred at Seghill colliery, by 
which two men lost their lives. 

9. A man named Robert Joicey, 57 years of age, died sud- 
denly at Cockle Park, near Morpeth, and, in consequence of suspicious cirr 
cumstances, his son Ralph, who lived with him, was soon after appre- 
hended in Newcastle charged with the murder of his father. The prisoner 
immediately admitted his guilt, and from his statement it appeared that, 
about two months before the occurrence, he bought a quantity of arsenic in 
Morpeth, and, having mixed a portion of the poison in some jalap, he dis- 
guised himself, and left the packet at a public-house where medicine 
for hif father was frequently left. The poison having soon after reached 
its destination, it was administered to the old man, who died in a few 
hours. February 26, 1846, the prisoner was tried and convicted before 
Mr. Justice Coleridge, and he was executed at Morpeth on the 18th of 
March. 
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December 11. The friends of Walter Selby, Esq., of Biddlestone, pre- 
sented him with a massive silver shield, representing the combat of his 
ancestor, Walter de Selby, with David, King of Scotland, as a testimoiual 
of their esteem. The presentation took place at Netherton, in the presence 
of a great number of persons, and after the ceremony 160 gentlemen sat 
down to dinner, William Barrell, Esq., of Broome Park, presiding. 

11. A new Congregational chapel was opened at Sto^ton. 

17. A portion of the Newcastle and Darlington Railway at 

Mordon Carr gave way this morning, and upwards of fifty yards of the 
line disappeared altogether in the marshy ground. The traffic was stopped 
for some days by the accident. 

25. The village of Shildon, near Darlington, was first lighted 

with gas. 

. This year, the " Weardale Iron Company" (under the ma- 
nagement of Mr. Charles Attwood) commenced the erection of their first 
blast furnace at Stanhope. In the following year, six additional furnaces 
were built at Towlaw ; and the latter place — a solitary farm house in 
1841 — had, in 1854, become a village of 3,000 inhabitants. 

. This year, a handsome Grothic monument was erected^y R. 

H. Allan, Esq., of Blackwell Hall, in the north aisle of St. Cnthbert*8 
Church, Darlington, to the memory of G^rge Allan, Esq., who died in 
1744; his son, George Allan, who died in 1753; James Allan," Esq., who 
died in 1720; his son, George Allan, Esq., the eminent antiquary, who 
died in 1800; George Allan, Esq., sometime M.P. for the city of Dur- 
ham, who died in 1828 ; and of John Allan, £]sq., who died in 1844. 
(See page 190.) 

184G, January 1. The Durham gas works, which had hitherto been 
private property, passed into the possession of a joint-stock company 
with a capital of £10,000. 

5. A great free-trade meeting was held in the Com Market, 

Newcastle, in which nearly five thousand persons assembled. Sir John 
Fife presided, and the principal speakers were Mr. Bright and Mr. Cob- 
den. On the 7th, another meeting was held in the Clarendon Hotel, 
when £350 were subscribed to the Anti-Com-Law League Fund of 
£250,000. 

8. Whilst a number of workmen were employed in procuring 

ballast from an enormous heap of that substance at South Shields, a por- 
tion of the hill gave way and buried three of the men, upwards of a dozen 
others narrowly escaping the same fate. Two were dead when extricated, 
and the third was very much injured. 

10. A meeting of the agriculturists of the neighbourhood of 

Newcastle was held in the lecture room of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society in that town, G. H. Ramsay, Esq., in the chair, when it was re- 
solved to establish the " Newcastle Farmers' Club." 

12. A meeting of the Durham Agricultural Protection 

Society was held in Durham, the Duke of Cleveland in the chair. Reso- 
lutions, deprecating the withdrawal of protection to the landed interest, 
were moved by Mr. Farrer, Mr. R. S. Surtees, Sir W. Eden, Bart., Mr. 
F. D. Johnson, and others, and were carried unanimously. 

* 18. A very elegant and valuable service of plate was pre- 

sented tp Mr. John Tinley, of North Shields, as a testimom'al of th« 
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esteem in which he was held by his fellow-townsmen. The presentation 
took place at the Albion Hotel, Mr. Poppelwell presiding, and a name- 
rons and influential company assembled to witness the proceedings. 

Jamuxry 14. As Thomas Clarke, Esq., of the firm of Clarke, Plum- 
mer and Co., Ousebum, Newcastle, was returning from Gateshead Fell 
to the former town, his horse took fright and fell with him, and the 
unfortunate gentleman received such severe internal injuries as to cause 
his death in a few hours. Mr. Clarke was in his 72nd year. 

14. The Corporation of Newcastle granted Mr. William 

George Armstrong a lease of the cranes upon the Quayside of that town, 
on his o£fering to adapt them to his new invention for working machinery 
by hydraulic pressure, obtained, in this instance, from the water in the 
street pipes. The plan proved most successful, the rapidity of the 
operation and the decreased expense being highly advantageous to ship-* 
owners and merchants. 

15. Early this morning, a fire broke out in the plate glass 

manufactory of Messrs Swinburne and Co., South Shields. Notwith- 
standing Uie arduous exertions of the firemen, tlie flames raged for 
upwards of three hours; all the lofts were consumed, and the damage 
incurred was very considerable. 

22. The drafts of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Joint-Stock Bank 

were refused payment by its London agents, the London and Westminster 
Bank. The business of the concern was not extensive, and as the esta- 
blishment in St. Nicholas* Square remained open for some days after, and 
deposit accounts were met with promptitude, the failure did not produce 
serious inconvenience to any persons except the shareholders, who were 
only about one hundred in number. 

— — 27. A grand fancy-dress ball was held in Sunderland in aid 
of the funds of the Infirmary of that town. 

27. A free-trade soiree took place at Stockton, which was 

very numerously attended. Upwards of £100 were subscribed in the 
room towards the League Fund. 

Februmy 8. Newham Mill, near North Sunderland, was totally burnt 
down, and large quantities of wheat, oats, and flour contained in it were 
destroyed. 

— 8. A destructive fire occurred this morning, at the extensive 
engine works of Messrs Robert and William Hawthorn, at the Forth 
Bfuiks, Newcastle. The fire broke out about half-past four o'clock in the 
joiners* shop, which was situated over the locomotive works, and adjoined 
the model room, and, from the large quantity of dry wood contained in 
the building, the flames spread with such rapidity that all attempts to 
extinguish them were totally futile. In little more than an hour the 

{>remi8es were completely destroyed, and the contents, including seven 
ocomotives, nearly finished, shared the same fate. Some of the detached 
workshops were, however, preserved. The loss was estimated at upwards 
of £10,000. This was tlie third time the premises of Messrs Hawthorn 
had suffered from fire. (See Sykes, March 10, 1832, and the present 
volume, page 6.) 

6. About six o'clock this morning, the extensive pai)er manu- 
factory of Messrs Hutton, Fletcher and Co., at Dcptford, near Sunder- 
land, was discovered to be on fire, and in a remarkably short time ififi 

2d 
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whole l>ailding was burnt to the gronnd. The workmen had heoi oq 
strike for the previoas three weeks, and, as the establishment had conse- 
quently been closed, the fire was doubtless the act of an incendiary. The 
damage amounted to several thousand pounds. 

Fdfruary 11. The proprietors of the " Tyne Mercury" (Messrs Cath* 
rail and Macliver) announced their intention of discontinuing it, and of 
starting a new periodical; and on the 21st they published the first number 
of the '' Newcastle Guardian,*" at No. 87, Grainger Street The <* Tyne 
Mercury"" had been established for nearly forty-four years. 

12. A fine specimen of the Trichiurus Lepturus, or Blade Fish, 

13 feet 8 inches long, was caught near Alnmouth, and was afterwards 
exhibited at Alnwick. This was believed to be the first specimen of this 
rare fish caught alive in Great Britain. 

14. The tapping of the furnaces at Witton Park Iron Works 

took place for the first time, in the presence of a vast concourse of visitors 
from the surrounding district. 

17. The streets of Belfcnrd were first lighted with gas. 

23. A fire broke out this morning, in the farm yard of Messrs 

Bower, near Hartley, and the whole of the com and hay stacks, with 
the thrashing machine and outbuildings, were destroyed. 

March, About the beginning of this month, an attempt was made to 
sweep the streets of Newcastle by means of machines ^wn by horses. 
The dirt was swept up by a series of brushes fixed on an endless band, 
and carried into a receptacle formed in the apparatus. The plan, owing 
to the weight of the machines, proved unsuccessful. 

10. A prize fight, for £10 a-eide, took place on Blyth links, 

between William Gleghom and Michael ReiUy, both of Newcastie. After 
fighting two hours and twenty-one minutes, Gleghom was deelared the 
victor. Reilly received such severe injuries that he died early on the fol- 
lowing moming. Gleghom was convicted of the manslaughter at the 
ensuing assizes, before Mr. Justice Cresswell, and was senteooed to six 
months" hard labour. 

13. An amateur performance took place in the Theatre, New- 
castle, in aid of the funds of the Infirmary. The play was " She Stoops 
to Conquer," and the chief characters were performed by the students of 
the Newcastle School of Medicine and Surgery. The house was crowded 
on the occasion. 

16. Died, in London, aged 43, Charles John Bigge, Esq., eldest 

son of C. W. Bigge, Esq., of Linden. The deceased was an alderman of 
Newcastle, and the first mayor elected under the Municipal Corporation 
Reform Act. 



27. Died, at Darlington, aged 76, William Taylor, a very ec- 
centric character, and well known in the district as " Duck Will." 

31. A handsome service of silver plate, value £15Q| was pre- 
sented to Mr. John Wilson Carmichael, the well-known artist, on his re- 
moval from Newcastle to London, by his admirers in this district. The 
presentation took place in the Exchange Hotel, Newcastle, the vicar pre- 
siding. 

April 1. The Corporation of Newcastle appointed the Rev. Robert 
Green, M.A., incumbent of All Saints" in that town, to the mastership of 
Hospital of St. Mary the Virgin, vacant by the death of the Rev. E. 
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Moises. AagoBt 26, aa Act for reflating this hospital received the Royal 
aasent. Ilie master's salary is not to exceed £500; eight poor brethren 
receive £30 a~year each; and the remainder of the income of the hospital 
IB to be devot«d to edncational parposes, which, however, remain still 
undefined. (See February 18, 1856.) 

Ajir^ 4. A stage waggon, the property of Mr. Qraham, carrier, took 
fire near Morpeth, when on its way from Newcastle to Alnwick, and the 
ecmtents, valued at £200, were entirely destroyed. 

10. Died, at Ravensworth, aged 41, Mr. Qeorge Balmer. The 

deceased was bom in 1805, and his father being a respectable lioQse- 
painter in North Shields, he was intended to sacc^d to the bnsiness, but 
won showed himself disqualified for mechanical pnrsoits. After ^)ending 
aome years in Eldinburgh, be returned to his native place, and his first pro- 
dnetion of an ambitious character waa a " View of the Tyne," which was 
ndiibited in Newcastle, in 1829, at Mr. Richardson's " Academy of Arte." 
In 1631, he had several pieces in the Newcastle Exhibition of Water 
Colour Drawings, one of which, " The Juicy Tree bit," purchased by Dixon 
Dixon, Eeq., was the gem of the rooms. Soon after, in conjunction witJi 
Hr. Garmichael, was produced " Collingwood at the Battle of Trafalgar," 
% splendid wwk of art, which was secured by the Trinity House of New~ 
caatle. In 1832 or 1833, he set off for the Continent, and made an 
wctensive tour, the fruits of which are to be found in a vast number of pio~ 
teree which he painted on hb return, and which are held ia high estima- 
tiaa by connoisseurs. But his genius was eminently British, and nearly 
•11 his beet works are representations of the coasts and nvers of his native 
eoantiy, the introduction of a mill, or a stranded ship, or a shingly coast, 




showing how influenced he was by the reminiscences of his boyhood. In 
1836, he was engaged by Mt«srs Findon toillnstrate " The Ports and Har- 
bours of Great Britain," and many beautiful views were executed by him 
for that work. These were his last productions of much importaucc, a 
mndeat competence which he bad now amassed having indnccd him to lay ^_ 
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aside his pencil, except at the occasional call of a friend, and during the 
last few years of his life he lived in a very retired manner in the neigh- 
bourhood of Newcastle. The annexed representation of a celebrated wreck 
at the mouth of the Tyne (see Syres, vol. ii., page 200,) was executed on 
wood by his friend, John Jackson. 

Aptnl 12. This morning, a passenger train from Brockley Whins to 
South Shields ran off the line at Temple Town, and the engine, going over 
an embankment, fell through the roof of a cottage occupied by Geoige 
Swalwell. Two of the inmates were severely scalded and bruised, and one 
of them died soon after from the effects of her injuries. The engineer and 
stoker escaped, and, with the exception of one person, whose leg was broken, 
the passengers were unhurt. 

19. A fire broke out this evening, in a building on the Palace 

Green, Durham, adjoining the will-office. The flames raged for nearly 
five hours, but fortunately they were confined to the building itself; 
the damage was estimated at about £300. 

27. The large and handsome building erected in the Market- 
place, Bamardcastle, as a memorial of the late H. T. M. Witham, Esq., of 
Lartington Hall (««epage 193), and appropriated to the Mechanics' Insti- 
tution, News-room, and Dispensary, was opened with an exhibition of 
paintings and articles of vertu, lent for the occasion by gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood. 

28. A massive silver tureen and salver, value £130, were pre- 
sented to Mr. Alderman William Henry Brockett, of Gateshead, by the 
merchants and shipowners of Newcastle and neighbourhood, to mark their 
sense of his services in connection with the removal of the passing toll 
levied on shipping by the Corporation of Scarborough. The plate was 
])rcsented by Mr. G. Straker; and Mr. Brockett was afterwaids entertained 
at dinner at the Three Indian Kings' Hotel. 

3/ay 6. The foundation-stone of a new mansion, at Sandhoe, was laid 
by Rowland Errington, Esq. The tenants and workmen on the estate 
were plentifully regaled on the occasion. Mr. Errington took possession 
of his new mansion in December, 1847« 

7. For about three months previous to this date, Bordon 

Main colliery, near North Shields, had been laid in, in consequence of the 
workings being filled with water, which rose to about fourteen feet up 
the shaft. This evening, however, the water entirely disappeared, and it 
was afterwards found that it had forced its way into Percy Hain colliery, 
the working of which was suspended until the water was pumped up. 

8. Died, at Whickham, aged 67, the Rev. George Newby, 

M. A., rector of that parish, previously vicar of Stockton, and for twenty- 
eight years master of the Griaminar School at Witton-4e-Wear. The 
scholars of Mr. Newby afterwards raHsed a handsome sum Ibr a memorial 
of the deceased, and, besides the erection of a monument, a scholarship of 
£21 a-ycar was founded in his name in the University of Durham. 

8. Died, at Gateshead, aged 102, Mrs. Ann Graham. 

10. Died, at Bishop Auckland, aged 101, Mrs. Ann Clarke. 

12. An incendiary fire occurred in the farm premises of 

Messrs W. and R. Green, at Crawcrook, near Gateshead, by which nine 
stacks of grain and much other property were destroyed. 

23. Died, at Nettlecombe, Somerset, in his 86th year. Sir 
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John Trevelyan, But., of that place, vul of Wallington, Northtiiiiber- 
land. In 1796, he raised the Wallington and Kirkharle troop of cavalry, 
ot which he was commandant. Bir John was succeeded in the baronetcy 
and family estates by Walter Calverley, his eldest son, bom in Newcastle 
on the 31st March, 1797. 

Mat/ 26. A destructive fire broke out this evening, in the premises 
of Mr. William Croft, cabinet-maker, Hexham, by which the workshops 
and stock were entirely consumed. 

29. Birth : In London, I^dy Lovainc, of a son and heir. 

June. About the beginning of tliis month, workmen commenced the 
restoration of the Chapter House of Dnrham Cathedral. The building 
was erected about 1140, and was once the moat beautifnl specimen of 
Norman architecture in the kingdom, but it was barbarously mutilated in 
1799, for the purpose of making " a comfortable room" for the Capitular 
body. (See Dibdin'a Northern Tour, vol. i., page 283.) 

. At the beginning of this month, the Stockton and Durham 

Ooun^ Banking Company declined business in favour of the National 
Pronncial Bank of England. The Stockton and Dnrham Bank was cs- 
Ublisbed in 1838, and of the capiUl paid up (about £90,000), a large 
p rop o rti on had been lost. 

. The chancel of Jarrow church was restored, in a manner 

worthy of the ancient and time-honoured structare. The finely-carved 
oak BtjJls were carefully repaired, and the valuable painting of the Cruci- 
fixion, by Vandyck, from Hylton Castle, was placed above the communion 
table. 




Died, at BIyth, aged 83, the Rev. William Robertson, for 
' ' ' r of Ebenezer chapel, at that place. 
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June 4. The Middlesbro* and Redcar Railway was opened. The 
directors and their friends left Darlington at noon, in a train drawn by 
the '^ Active*' (the same engine which was used in opening the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway, September 27, 1825), and the party reached 
Redcar at two o'clock, and were warmly welcomed by the inhabitants. 

5. The " Lubeck" steam-vessel sailed from Hamburg for 

Newcastle, being the commencement of a periodical steam communication 
between the two ports, under the direction of Mr. John Ormston. 

5. Died, in Newcastle, aged 27, Mr. Wm. Stamp. The de- 
ceased was bom in Newcastle, and early in life his talent as a carver was 
60 clearly evinced, that he was apprenticed to Mr. Scott, a well-known 
resident master of the art. After serving his time he paid one or two 
visits to London, where he readily found employment, but he finally 
settled in his native town, where he finished two excellent works of art 
— Falstafi* and Don Quixote — which rapidly spread his fame in all direc- 
tions. His other works are a series of heads of the principal characters 
in Shakspere ; the magnificent frame for Duncan's engraving, '' Prince 
Charles in Edinburgh f a " Family Scene,'' from Raffaelle, ^., &c. It 
is lamentable to add, that just when he was beginning to emerge from 
obscurity and pecuniary difficulties, he was struck wit£ a deadly malady, 
of which, after lingering for nine months, he expired, leaving a widow and 
child in very distressing circumstances. 

11. A frigate-built East Indiaman, named the Marlborough, 

of 1,500 tons burthen, the largest vessel ever before built on the Tyine, 
was launched by Messrs T. and W. Smith, at St. Peter's. 

11. A boiler explosion occurred at Towlaw Iron Works, by 

which two men and a boy were killed, and several persons much injured. 
Great damage was also done to the works. 

16. The foundation-stone of a suite of public rooms, to be 

erected in the Market Place, Darlington, was laid by Mrs. Backhouse, 
wife of J. E. Backhouse, Esq. Each of the workmen had 6fi>. of meat 
presented to him, in lieu of the ordinary festivities of such an occasion. 

18. The North British Railway, from Berwick to Edinburgh, 

was opened throughout. A train from Edinburgh, with the directors and 
a numerous party, arrived at Berwick at one o'clock, and a second followed 
in about an hour, both being received with every manifestation of joy. 
After a short sojourn, the excursionists returned to Dunbar, where luncheon 
was provided, and the trains afterwards set off for Edinburgh, where they 
arrived without any accident. The day was kept as a general holiday in 
Berwick, and great numbers were attracted to the town from the adjacent 
districts, to witness the proceedings. 

19. During a thunder storm in Newcastle, the lightning 

descended the chimney of a house at Westgate Hill, and ignited the coals 
in the grate. No injury, however, was done to the premises. 

21. A melancholy accident occurred on the river Tees by the 

upsetting of a boat, in which were three brothers, named William, Charles, 
and Thomas Travis, all clerks in respectable offices, and Thomas Westall, 
a waterman. The party were proceeding from Hartlepool to Middlesbro', 
but were caught by a squall, and all of them were drowned before assist- 
ance could be rendered. 

22. A boat race for £100, which created great interest 
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throngbout the country, took place upon the river Tyne, from Newcastle 
bridge to Lemington. The competitors were H. Clasper, of Newcastle, 
uid R. Newall, of London, and the contest resulted in the victory of the 
latter by about fifty yards. The attendance of spectators exceeded any- 
thing before witnessed on the river. 

JuM 22. A regatta took place at Durham, and, • the weather being 
favourable, the proceedings were very well attended. A ball took place in 
the evening at the Assembly Rooms. 

27. Died, at Stockton, aged 78, Mr. Thomas Jennett, book- 
seller, and several times mayor of that borough. His funeral was attended 
by a public procession of all the principal inhabitants ; and Mr. Jennett^s 
portrait has since been placed in the Borough Hall, to commemorate his 
■ervices to the town. 

. About the end of this month, as some workmen were digging 

for clay at ISunniside, near Hexham, they discovered two urns of unbaked 
day, about 10 inches in diameter, and filled with ashes. They were sup- 
posed to be of Celtic manufacture. 

July 2. A general holiday was observed in North Shields, in conse- 
quence of the repeal of the Com Laws. In the afternoon, a dinner was 
held in a marquee, erected in a field near Bedford Street. 

4. A little before midnight, a girl, named Catherine Hind- 
marsh, aged 19, residing in High Street, Bishopwearmouth, was sent by 
her mother to a neighbouring shop ; but she never returned home. On the 
following morning, she was discovered lying at the bottom of Galley's 
Qill, a precipice 80 feet in height, but, though still alive, she was unable 
to speak, and died in a short time. Cries of ^'murder" were heard in the 
neighbourhood about midnight, and it appeared certain that the unfortu- 
nate girl had come to a violent end; but nothing was ever elicited to clear 
up the mystery. 

■ 5. A terrific thunder storm occurred in Newcastle and the sur- 
rounding district, during which a fine young woman, named Afary Elliott, 
living at Cramlington, was killed by the lightning. 

— — 8. His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge arrived at 
Dorbam, on a visit to the Dean, and was received with every demonstra- 
tion of respect. After a few days* stay, he proceeded to Ravensworth 
Castle, where he remained until the close of the Royal Agricultural 
Society's Show. 

14. The eighth country meeting of the Royal Agricultural 

Society of Ehigland commenced at Newcastle, under the presidency of 
Lord Portman. Great preparations had been made for the exhibition for 
several months previous: a subscription, amounting to £1,600, had been 
raised by the local committee ; thii*teen acres of the Town Moor, behind 
Eldon Place, had been drained, enclosed, and divided into sections, for the 
show of live stock and implements; and a spacious pavilion had been 
erected in the Forth for the public dinner. The show on the 14th was 
confined to implements, the catalogue of which contained 732 articles; a 
portion were shown in the yard, and the remainder were set to work in 
four fields at Gosforth. On the 15th, the judges of stock made their 
awards, which were read at a public meeting in the evening ; and on the 
16th and 17th, the cattle show was thrown open to the public. On both 
days the number of persons anxious to inspect the exhibition greatly 
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surpassed the anticipations of the committee^ and it was found necessary to 
make additional entrances in order to relieve the pressure at the doors. 
The number of animals shown was 613. In the afternoon of the 16thy 
the great dinner took place in the pavilion in the Forth. Covers were 
laid for 1)300 persons, the utmost number which could be accommodated; 
and many gentlemen were disappointed in obtaining admission. The chair 
was taken by Lord Portman, and the vice-chair by the Earl of Egmont; 
and amongst the distinguished visitors were His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cambridge, the Duke of Cleveland, the Earl of Chichester, 
the Earl of Buchan, Lord Morpeth, Lord Polwarth, Sir Roderick Mur- 
chison, the Dean of Westminster (Dr. Buckland), Mr. George Stephenson, 
and almost every landed gentleman in Northumberland and Durham. 
The following noblemen and gentlemen were also in the town during the 
week : — The Marquis of Downshire, the Marquis of Bute, the Earl of 
Hardwicke, the Earl of Durham, the Earl of Sheffield, Lord Rivers, Lord 
Hawke, Baron Knesebeck, the Marquis de St. Oppootune, from the 
Azores, Dr. Moberg, from Copenhagen, M. K3mander, from Finland, C. 
F. W. Jeppe, Rostock, and several other foreign agriculturists of eminence. 
On the 17th, a general meeting of the society was held in the Music 
Hall, which concluded the proceedings. Lord Portman presided, and at 
the close of the business he paid a high compliment to the mayor (Dr. 
Head! am), the corporation, and the local committee, for the excdlent ar- 
rangements they had made. Numerous exhibitions and places of amuse- 
ment were open throughout the week. Amongst the most noticeable 
were the flower show of the Botanical and Horticultural Society (held 
for the first time in a pavilion at the Barras Bridge), a grand botaiiical 
and horticultural fete in the Com Ebcchange, two balls at the Assembly 
Rooms, balloons, fire-works, &c., <S:c. 

July 15. A bazaar was opened in the Victoria Rooms, Newcastle, 
for the purpose of liquidating the debt upon St. Peter's Church, in that 
town. The bazaar was eminently successful, upwards of £900 being 
received in the rooms, exclusive of contributions amounting to £450. 

' 16. An Act to enable the Leeds and Thirsk Railway Com- 

pany to construct a railway from Northallerton to Billingham, at a coat 
of £533,000, received the Royal assent. 

16. The passing of the Com Laws Repeal Bill, which had 

received the Royal assent on June 26, was celebrated in South Shields, 
Durham, and Hartlepool, by a general holiday. July 22, rejoicings on 
the same event took place at Newcastle, Gateshead, and Sunderland. At 
Newcastle, a public dinner was held in the Assembly Rooms, the mayor 
presiding ; and at Sunderland there was a display of fire-woiks and other 
manifestations of joy. 

17. The electric telegraph was completed on the Newcastle 

and Darlington Railway. A few weeks after, the communication with the 
southern lines was carried out ; and on the 16th of September the result of 
the race for the St. Leger Stakes at Doncaster was received at the station 
in Gateshead at twenty-eight minutes past six o^clock, to the astonishment 
of the public generally. 

'•— 24. Early this morning, the workshops of Mr. Rowland, 

plumber. High Street, Berwick, were entirely consumed by fire. 

— ^ 24. The foundation-stone of a new church at Bensham, in the 
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puiBh of Oftteshe&d, was laid hy CuthLert Ellison, Esq., Lord of tb« 
Manor, and his dsaghtor, lady Vernon. The Mayor and Corporation, 
with B. number of the inhabitants, were present during the proceedings. 
The chorch, vhich ia dedicated to St. Cuthhert, has a spire 110 feet in 
height, and cost £2,000. It accommodates nearly 600 persons. The 
building was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, March 16, 1818. 

Juljf 26. Mr. Robert Lowthin, registrar of deaths, &c., for Oates- 
head, was found dead in the river Tyne, near Newcastle bridge. lie had 
been seen on the bridge dnring the previous evening, with a watch and a 
considerable sam of money in his possession, and as nothing valuable was 
fonnd upon the body, it seemed probable he had come to a violent end. 
A man, named Thobum, afterwards confessed that he and two other men 
bad robbed Lowthin, who was intoxicated, but he denied that they bad 
murdered him, and the mystery was never elucidated. 

■ - 28. Sir C. Cresswell, one of the Judges of Assize, arrived in 
Hewcastle, and was received by the high-sheriff, C. W. Orde, Esq. In 
compliance with previous resolutions come to hy the gentry of the county, 
the cnstom of entertaining all comers at the Moot Hall, the procession of 
tenantry, &c., were dispensed with, the only remains of former ceremony 
being the BherifTs pages and trumpeters. 

30. A shark, 12 feet in length, was caught near Holy Island. 

It was exhibited in Berwick, and excited much curiosity. 




30. Died, in Newcastle, in hie 7Uth year, Mr. Robert Roxby. 

The deceased was bom at Needless Hall, Reedsdale, Northumberland, and, 
having lost his father at an early age, he was confided to the care of Mr. 
Qabriel Qonlbum, an extensive farmer in that neighbourhood. With that 
person he led a rambling kind of life until his 25th year, when Mr. 
Oonlbnrn became insolvent, and the small fortune of Mr. Roxby being 
loat in the wreck he was cast penniless upon the world. About 1798, he 
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became a clerk in the bank of Sir W. Loraine and Co., in Newcastle; and 
on the failure of that establishment, he entered the bank of Sir M. W. 
Ridley and Co., where his cleverness as an accountant soon became re- 
markable. After composing various pieces of poetry, of more or less 
merit, he published by subscription, in 1808, an edition of 250 copies of 
*^ The Lay of the Beedwater Minstrel," a ballad poem, which he had 
gradually expanded into three books from a mere metrical epistle of a few 
stanzas addressed to Matthew Forster, Esq., of Broomy holme, near 
Chester-le-Street. In 1822, in conjunction with his friend Mr. Double- 
day, then a young man, he published what proved to be the oommenco- 
ment of a series of lyrical productions, which obtained a large circulation, 
and which since his death have been collected under the title of '' The 
Coquetdale Fishing Songs." In these ballads he took great pride, which 
their popularity sufficiently excused. That their originator should predict 
that songs which have been sung on the banks of the Granges and on the 
banks of the Hudson would not speedily be forgotten, is quite pardonable. 
Several copies of verses, contributed by him, will be found in " Richard- 
sou's Table Book," and other local works. A striking portrait of the 
deceased was executed in 1838, by Nicholson, from a sketch by Train; 
and in the cut on the preceding page, engraved by his friend Thomas 
Bewick, for the Reedwater Minstrel, the second figure from the fire was 
intended for Mr. Roxby. 

July 31. The great Ford tithe cause, between the Rev. Thomas 
Knight and the Marquis of Waterford, came on for trial at Northumber- 
land Assizes, before Mr. Justice Wightman, the Court of Ebcchequer 
having determined that the ruling of Baron Rolfe on the previous 
occasion (see page 202) was erroneous. The jury, after a four days' trial, 
found a verdict for the plaintiff, thus establishing the claim of the rector to 
the tithes. The dispute was eventually compromised; the plaintiff re- 
ceiving £10,000 for his retrospective claims, and a rent charge of £800 
per annum. 

31. The premises of Messrs Pratt, carpet manufacturers, 

Bamardcastle, took fire, and damage was done to the extent of £8,000 
before the flames were subdued. 

August 1. The malting of Mr. John Harrison, brewer, Bell Street, 
North Shields, was almost entirely destroyed by fire, together with the 
malt, &c., contained in it. 

3. Married, in London, Viscount Seaham, son of the Marquis 

of Londonderry, to Mary Cornelia, only child of Sir John Edwards, 
Bart., of Machynlleth, Wales. 

7. A violent thunder storm, accompanied by torrents of rain, 

occurred this evening in the valley of tiie Tees. Three bridges erected 
over the Middleton Beck were carried away, the bridge at Fgglesbum was 
partially thrown down, and a number of cottages at Egglestone were 
almost entirely demolished. At Bamardcastle, the river rose 14 feet 
above its usual level, and a number of sheep, lambs, and pigs, and an 
immense quantity of hay, were lost. In the neighbourhood of Stanhope, 
much damage of a similar kind was done, a number of trees being torn 
up and carried away. At Milbum, in Northumberland, the lightning set 
fire to a hawker's cart, which, with its contents, was destroyed. On the 
9th, the storm burst over Newcastle and the neighbourhood. A row of 



■*•. . 



1846.] HISTORICAL UEOI8TKK OF REMAUKABLE EVElfTS. 219 

houses, (»lled Greenhow's Terrace, Scotswood Road, was struck at the 
west end, the lightning entering two houses by the chimney, but, though 
about fifteen persons were struck down by the shock, providentially no 
lives were lost. The houses were greatly damaged. At Hedbum, near 
Bardon Mill, the electric fluid entered a house by the chimney, and set 
fire to the dress of a little girl, but the flames were extinguished without 
her receiving much injury. 

August 12. The foundation-stone of the lighthouse intended to be 
erected on Hartlepool Hcugh was laid by the mayor (Mr. T. Howell), in 
the presence of several members of the Corporation and the principal 
inhabitants, who had walked from the Town Hall in procession. The 
lighthouse, which is 84 feet in height, cost £5,750, and was the first 
lighted with coal gas in the kingdom. It was lighted up for the first 
time, October 1, 1847. 

15. The foundation-stone of a Primitive Methodist chapel 

was laid at Towlaw, by Mr. Emerson Muschamp. 

17. A youth, named James Leighton, who was confined in 

Morpeth gaol, charged with a daring burglary near Kirkhaugh, succeeded 
in making his escape over the outer wall, and was never afterwards 
heard of. 

18. A public dinner was given to John Bright, Esq., M.P. for 

Durham, by the Mayor and Council of that city, in the Exhibition Rooms, 
Sadler Street, *^ for the purpose of testifying their high admiration of his 
character, of his services in Parliament, and of his advocacy of recent 
important measures."' Tlie mayor (Mr. J. Bramwell) presided, the vice- 
chair being occupied by Mr. Alderman Hoggctt. Upwards of 130 gen- 
tlemen were present. 

21. Great sensation was created in Berwick this morning, on 

it becoming known that the North of England Branch Bank had been 
entered during the night, and notes and coin to the amount of £3,000 
carried away. It appeared that Mr. Thompson, the agent, was from 
home, and Mr. Short, the senior clerk, slept on the premises in his ab- 
sence. In the morning, the robbery was discovered by a servant, when 
the safe was found unlocked, a bolt proceeding from the room above 
having been raised, and the whole of the {)roperty removed. On the 
police examining the premises, it was suspected that the robbery had been 
effected by some one in the house, and on search being made a large 
quantity of silver and notes was discovered in the yard, and the remainder 
of the missing property in Mrs. Thompson's bed-room, where it was con- 
cealed in pillow-cases, &c. Mrs. Thompson was immediately apprehended,. 
Mod was tried for the offence on the 26th October, before the Recorder, 
:Mr. Ingham, but the testimony of the female servants being somewhat 
Mi(^fadictory, she was acquitted. 

^ *^ 24. llie new public offices for the magistrates of Darlington 
Ward, and the County Court of that town, were used for the first time. 

— — 26. The Newcastle and Carlisle Railway bill (extension to 
Newcastle, and Alston branch, capital £320,000) received the Royal 
assent. Much rejoicing took place in the neighbourhood of Alston, on 
the bill becoming law. 

September 3-4. The ^' Great North of England Regatta'* was held on 
the Tyne, near the King's Meadows, and was very numeroasly attended. 
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September 14. Died, at Howick, aged 100, Mrs. Margery Duncan. 

24. The new church at Croxdale, near Durham, was conse- 
crated by the Bishop of Durham. The church is an elegant little build- 
ing, in the Norman style, and was designed by Mr. Pickering, of Durham. 

25. Died, at Hesleyside, aged 63, William John Charlton, 

Esq. He served the office of high>sheriff of Northumberland in 1887. 

29. Owing to very heavy floods, several of the bridges on the 

North British Railway fell this day, and the traffic was temporarily 
suspended. The line was re-opened on the 30th November. 

. During this month, whilst workmen were excavating for a 

sewer near the Low Lights, North Shields, they discovered what appeared 
to be the pavement of an ancient street, six feet below the surface. The 
remains were supposed to have been covered for many centuries, as in the 
last century the river Tyne flowed over the whole of that locality. 

October 1. The flrst permanent pile was driven into the bed of the 
river Tyne for the intended high-level bridge from Newcastle to Gates- 
head. The piles were generally about twenty feet in length, and were 
driven by Nasmyth's patent pile-driver to the requisite depth in about 
3} minutes. About the end of the month, workmen commenced pulling 
down the old houses in the Castle Garth and the neighbourhood, for the 
purpose of erecting the railway viaducts required in Newcastle. 
Amongst the property destroyed was the " Old Duke of Cumberland" 
inn, which had been rebuilt in 1626, probably from the remains of an 
older structure. It was originally the residence of the bailiff of the castle, 
from whom the adjoining street, <* Bailiff Gate," had obtained its name. 
During the excavations in the Castle Garth, a number of skeletons was 
found ; also, a small statue of Mercury, which is now in the collection of 
the Antiquarian Society. (*Sec June 7, 1849.) 

3. Died, at Darlington, aged 69, Thomas Bowes, Esq., many years 

high-bailiff of that borough. The shops and places of business in the 
town were entirely closed on the 7th (the day of his interment), as a mark 
of the high respect in which he was held by the inhabitants. 

4. This morning, an alarming fire was discovered to be raging 

in the Alcxandrina pit, Rainton colliery. Immediate steps were taken 
to extinguish the flames, but it was not until the evening of the following 
day that these efforts were successful. A fumaceman was in the mine 
at the outbreak of the fire, and he, with sixteen valuable horses, was 
suffocated. The damage was estimated at about £2,000. 

5. An act of great atrocity occurred this afternoon, in Benton 

• Park, and ended in the death of a man named Daniel Hives. The de- 
ceased was employed in the construction of the Newcastle and Berwick 
Railway, and a few minutes before the occurrence, he had beeen struck 
and severely injured by two Irish railway labourers, in Benton Lane. He 
immediately followed them, the men threatening to murder him if became 
near them. He persisted, however, and the party at length reached a 
field, in which Captain Potts, a magistrate, was standing, when Hives 
having appealed to him, the captain also followed the men, and told them 
they should not escape. Suddenly, the Irishmen turned round, and came 
up to their pursuers, when one of them pushed Captain Potts aside, and 
plunged a knife into tlie abdomen of the unfortunate Hives, who died in 
a very few minutes. Through the coolness of Captain Potts, the men 
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were soon after captured, when their names were found to be George 
Matthews and John Hughes. February 27, 1847, they were tried, before 
Baron Eolfe, when Matthews was convicted of the murder, and Hughes 
was acquitted. Matthews was executed at Morpeth on the 17th March. 

October 5. W. J. VoUum, Esq., was elected mayor of Hartlepool. 

12. The branch railway, sixteen miles in length, connecting 

the Hartlepool Docks with the York and Newcastle line at Ferryhill, was 
opened by G^rge Hudson, Esq., and a party of the directors of the latter 
undertaking. The event was celebrated at Hartlepool with great rejoic- 
ings, and an elegant entertainment was given by the Dock Company to 
Mr. Hudson and his friends, the mayor and corporate authorities, and 
other gentlemen who had participated in the ceremony of the day. The 
York and Newcastle Company had previously taken a lease of the new 
line and of the docks for thirty-one years, from July, 1848, at a rental of 
eight per cent, on the share capital. 

12. An accident of a most extraordinary character, and attended 

with loss of life, occurred this evening at Walker Iron Works, near New- 
castle, the property of Messrs Losh, Wilson, and Bell. It appeared that 
cries of distress were raised in a portion of the premises, and on search 
being made, a man, named Davies, and a youth, named Spearman, were 
found dead on the floor of a privy. It was then discovered that one of 
the branches from the great blast-pipe was leaking, and the air in it 
having become impregnated with carbonic oxide and carbonic acid gas, the 
place had become filled with the poisonous mixture, and the deceased had 
been suffocated. Orders were immediately given to open a large cylindrical 
iron vessel, 20 feet long and 6 in diameter, which was kept filled with 
condensed air in order to regulate the pressure in the blast-pipes; and 
thisliad just been done when a tremendous explosion of foul air occurred 
in the interior of the pipes. One man, named Rogers, standing near the 
mouth of the regulator, was blown a prodigious distance and killed imme- 
diately, and two others had fractured limbs. The reservoir itself, though 
of great solidity, was blown to fragments, and one piece of it, after rising 
an immense height in the air, descended upon a wooden post, 1 50 yards from 
its original seat, with such violence that the post actually pierced the 
thick iron plate I Nearly all the windows in the neighbourhood were 
blown out by the force of the explosion, which caused much excitement 
from the singular circumstances attending it. 

— ^— 13. A destructive fire broke out this morning, in the large 
paper mill of Messrs Bainbridge and Son, situate at the north end of Yarm 
bridge. Nearly the whole of the mill, a large portion of the stock, a 
neighbouring public-house, called the Bed Lion, and a cottage, were all 
entirely consumed before the flames were got under. 

13. The new Boman Catholic chapel at Bishop Auckland was 

opened by the Right Rev. Bishop Riddell, with unusual pomp and cere- 
mony. The building is in the early English style of architecture, and was 
designed by Mr. Thomas Gibson, of Newcastle. 

17. Died, at Gravesend, aged 42, Mr. Thomas Teman, for 

some years lessee of the Theatre Royal, Newcastle, and a favourite actor 
on that stage. 

1 7. Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Gloucester, accom- 
panied by the Marchioness of Londonderry, and a large party from Wyn- 
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yard, paid a visit to Seaham. The day was kept as a general holiday in 
the town and neighbourhood, and the duchess was met by a prooession of 
the inhabitants, who received her with great enthusiasm. 

October 26. A meeting of the merchants, &c., of Newcastle, was held 
in the Exchange, to consider the propriety of obtaining a portrait of the 
mayor (Dr. Headlam) for the adornment of the Exchange, and as a mark 
of the liigh sense entertained of his public conduct and services. The sub- 
scription, which was limited to half-a-guinea, soon reached a large sum ; 
and a full-length portrait of Dr. Headlam, by Reinagle, was placed in the 
Exchange in the following year. 

81. The boat-building premises of Messrs Robson, Monk- 

wearmouth, took fire this evening, and were entirely consumed. 

. Bishop Hatfield's Hall, in Durham University, was opened 

this month for the first time. 

November 1. Died, in Durham, aged 101, Mrs. Margaret Mann. 

5. The ceremony of cutting the first sod for the new water 

works at Humblcton Hill, Sunderland, was performed by the mayor of 
that borough, in the presence of a great concourse of ladies and gentlemen. 

6. The extension of the Carlisle Railway from the temporary 

station in the Scotswood Road, Newcastle, to the Forth, took place, in the 
presence of the mayor and several members of the Corporation, the direc- 
tors, and a large party of their friends. 

6. The Corporation of Newcastle having fitted up the open 

area of the Exchange in that town for the purpose of affording accommo- 
dation for a daily meeting of merchants, (&c., the building was formally 
opened by the mayor (l3r. Headlam), accompanied by the sheriff, and 
members of the corporate body, the president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, Mr. Ord, M.P., Mr. Bell, M.P., Mr. Ogle, M.P., and nearly all 
the leading merchants, bankers, &c., of the town. 

7. Married, in London, the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 

Governor-General of Canada, to Lady Mary Louisa Lambton, daughter 
of the first Earl of Durham. 

8. During a dense fog, which occurred at Shields, the steam 

ferry left the south side of the river a little after seven o'clock in the 
evening, and did not succeed in landing its passengers till half-past two 
in the morning, having been " lost" in the middle of the river. 

9. The election of Mayors in this district took place, with the 

following result: — Newcastle^ James Archbold (Joseph Crawhall, sheriff). 
Gateshead, Thomas Revely. Sunderland^ Robert Brown. Durham^ Wil- 
liam Davison. Stockton, John Crosby. Morpeth, Richard Lewins. Ber- 
wick, George Johnston, M.D. (Alexander Cahill, M.D., sheriff). Same 
day, Mr. John Tiplady was elected town-clerk of Durham. 

10. The foundation-stone of Trinity Presbyterian chapel, 

New Bridge Street, Newcastle, was laid by the Right Hon. Fox Maule, 
M.P., Secretary at War. The church was 'designed by Mr. Dobson, and 
is in the early English style, with very little ornament, but has two angular 
towers, 82 feet in height. It accommodates 850 hearers. The expense 
of the building was about £3,000. A public breakfast took place pre- 
vious to the ceremony, at which the mayor and sheriff of the town 
attended. The chapel was opened October 8, 1847, by the Rev. J. 
"amilton, of London. 
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November 12. This day having been fixed for the discontinuance of the 
toU on foot passengers upon Sunderland Bridge, and the reduction of the 
other tolls fifty per cent., it was observed as a general holiday in Sun- 
derland. Shortly before twelve o'clock, the principal inhabitants, pre- 
ceded by the mayor and the members of the Corporation, walked in 
procession to the spot, and at noon the gates were oi)encd, and the 
assemblage walked along the bridge amidst loud cheers. It was stated 
that a profit of £79,666 had been reaped from the tolls and ferries 
since the opening of the bridge in 1796. A dinner was given to Messrs 
Spoor and Allison (the principal agitators for the repeal of the tolls) in 
the evening. November 12, 1847, the tolls on this bridge were entirely 
removed. 

12. At a meeting of the Wear Valley Railway proprietors, it 

was resolved to amalgamate with the proprietors of the Wear and Der- 
went line, the Bishop Auckland and Weardale line, and the Shildon 
Tunnel. {See page 235.) 

14. Died, at Whitlow, near Kirkhaugh, aged 103, Mrs. Jane 

Askew. 

• — — — - 28. The new buildings in Saville Street, North Shields, in- 
tended for a Mechanics' Institute, Savings Bank, &c., were opened by a 
polytechnic exhibition, under the patronage of J. Laing, jun., £sq. llie 
exhibition was one of great interest, the collection of paintings, manufac- 
tures, machinery, &c., being very large and valuable. Lectures and music 
were also given at intervals. The exhibition closed, January 7, when 
there had been 3,250 single admissions, exclusive of those by 774 season 
ticketholders. [Owing to some difficulties which arose, this building has 
not been put to the use for which it was erected, and the large hall is 
now let for concerts, the remainder being used as offices.] 

25. Mr. Thomas Burnett, of Dunston, alkali manufacturer, 

whilst walking home from Gateshead on the Newcastle and Carlisle Rail- 
way, was unfortunately run over by a train of waggons and killed. He 
was in his fifty-ninth year. 

28. The Bishop of Durham appointed Francis Mewbum, 

Elsq., chief baUiff of Darlington. 

28. The town of Wooler was lighted with gas for the first 

time. 

December, Marshall Green colliery, Durham, was won about the be- 
ginning of this month. Considerable rejoicing took place in consequence 
at Witton-le-Wear. 

9. Died, at Antonys Hill, Berwickshire, aged 90, General Sir 

Martin Hunter, second son and heir of Cuthbert Hunter, Esq., of Me- 
domsley, Durham. He entered the army, August 30, 1771, and was the 
last of the British officers who survived the battle of Bunker's Hill. The 
deceased had been commander-in-chief at Halifax, and governor of New 
Brunswick. 

1 2. One of the greatest snow storms which has ocoazred < 

the present century commenced this morning, throughout Northi 
and Durham. The trains upon the various railways converging to 
castle were greatly delayed, and towards the evening they were ^i 
brought to a stand, one train for the south being blocked up at 
and a second at Fence Houses. On the 13th, no passenger tnm 
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was able to leave Newcastle, and to clear the line southwards five engines 
coupled together, conve3ring about 200 excavators, were ordered to Fence 
Houses (a distance of fourteen miles), but, after five hours* exertion, they 
were only able to reach Washington, three miles short of their destination, 
when it was found necessary to return to Gateshead to escape being blocked 
up. In the meantime, the mail from London had been imbedded at 8hin- 
cliffe, and a second, a few hours after, only escaped the same fate by return- 
ing to Darlington. On the 14th, by great exertion, the line was cleared 
throughout, and, notwithstanding the continuance of the storm, the trains 
were got through on the morning of the 15th; after which the traffic was 
again completely suspended by the almost unparalleled violence of the 
storm. Upwards of 500 excavators were kept at work near Wash- 
ington, and as many as six engines were coupled together with the view of 
being forced through, but the obstruction in that neighbourhood was so 
great that the express train from London, which was stopped there on the 
evening of the 15th, did not arrive in Gateshead till late in the afternoon 
of the 17th. The post-office authorities at Darlington, seeing no chance 
of forwarding the mails northward by rail, resolved, on the 16th, to send a 
chaise to Newcastle, but, after proceeding a few miles, it was found impossible 
to make further progress, and the mail bags had to be taken back. On the 
17th, however, a second effort was successfal. The Sunderland branch 
railway was, with very trifling intervals, closed from the evening of the 
12th till the morning of the 18th, and great obstruction occurred on the 
lines from Newcastle to North Shields and Carlisle. On the 14th, the 
Tyne at Newcastle, below bridge, was frozen over, so that the communi- 
cation by boat was impracticable; even at Shields the ferry frequently 
occupied from two to thiee hours in crossing the river. At Newton-on- 
the-Moor, the Magnet coach, with the mails, was buried 14 feet deep, and 
at many other places on the road the drifts were fully 20 feet in height, 
all communication being closed for nearly forty-eight hours. A young 
man belonging to Chillingham lost his life near Lilbum. Much injury 
was done to household property during the storm by the falling of roofs, 
owing to the immense quantity of snow which accumulated upon them. 
On the 16th, the eaves of a house in Richmond Street, Newcastle, gave 
way, and the entire roof was precipitated into the street. On the 15th, the 
roof of a house in Norfolk Street, North Shields, occupied by Mr. Moffat, tailor, 
was forced off in the same manner. Narrow streets were completely 
closed, and even in the widest, cabs and carriages were unable to proceed. 
The poor were put to cruel privations in consequence of the traffic in coal 
being quite suspended, as well as all out-of-door employment ; but a thaw 
fortunately set in on the evening of the 18th, and the snow gradually 
disappeared. 

December 13. The site of the Postern (Independent) chapel, Newcastle, 
being required for the railway approach to the high-level bridge, Divine 
service was performed in the building for the last time. 

16. Died, at Hexham, aged 106, Elizabeth Graham. 

1847, Januoary, In pursuance of the provisions of the recent Act for 
the establishment of new County Courts for the recovery of small debts, 
the Lord Chancellor appointed George Hutton Wilkinson, Esq., recorder 
of Newcastle, judge of the Northumberland circuit, and Henry Stapylton, 
Esq., judge of the Durham district. The court was held in Newcastle, 
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for the first time, on the 19th April. The " Court of Conscience," which 
was one of the most ancient in the kingdom, had held it« last sitting in 
the previous month. On the 27th April, the court sat for the first time in 
Sunderland. 

Janwtrif 1. The Pontop and Shields Railway, the Durham and Sun- 
derland Railway, and the Hartlepool Dock and Railway, passed into the 
hands of the York and Newcastle Railway Company. 

' 11. A seizure was made of a soap manufactory in the New 
Boad, Newcastle, occupied hy four brothers, named Allan, when it was 
discovered that, besides the small apparatus ordinarily seen at work, the 
parties had formed a communication with an adjoining warehouse, by 
means of an ingeniously-constructed secret door, and a large quantity of 
soap was found therein. The loss to the revenue was calculated to have 
been upwards of £4,000 per annuTn. 

14. A fancy-dross ball, in aid of the funds of the Sunderland 

Eye Infirmary, was held in that town. The attendance was numerous, 
and many of the dresses were exceedingly elegant. 

16. Died, at Westoe, aged 59, Christopher Blackett, Esq., of 

Wylam. Mr. Blackett entered the army early in life, and served for some 
time in the Peninsular campaigns. On the return of peace, he settled at 
his ancient family seat of Wylam, near Newcastle, and in 1830 ho was 
elected a representative of the borough of Beeralston, for which he sat until 
the general election in 1881. In 1836, he was invited to come forward 
for Newcastle, on the death of Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart., but, after 
a very exciting contest, he was defeated by a narrow majority. (*See p. 61.) 
In the following year, however, he was elected for South Northumberland 
without opposition, and he represented the county till 1841, when his 
declining health obliged him to retire into private life. The deceased 
was succeeded in his estates by his eldest son, J. F. B. Blackett, Esq. 

18. The birth-day of the Marquis of Londonderry was cele- 
brated at Wynyard, with extraordinary magnificence. Amongst the 
distinguished company present on the occasion was Prince Louis Napoleon 
(now Elmperor of France). A ball took place in the evening, which was 
led off by the Marchioness of Jjondonderry and the Duke of Cleveland, 
followed by the Marchioness of Blandford and Prince Louis Napoleon. 

19. A public meeting was held in Newcastle, the mayor (Sir 

J. Fife) in the chair, for the puq>ose of considering the best means of 
relieving the awful famine prevailing in Ireland and the Highlands of 
Scotland. Upwards of £3,780 were subscribed in the town and neigh- 
bourhood, and transmitted for the relief of the sufferers. Similar meetings 
were held at the other towns in the district, and the total amount con- 
tributed was exceedingly large. 

19. Died, at High Barnes, Sunderland, aged 90, the Rev. 

William Ettrick, M.A. The deceased was an excellent biblical scholar, 
and was the author of several works on the subject of Sacred Prophecy. 

19. The Rev. Ijeonard S. Orde was presented with a massive 

silver candelabrum, by the inhabitants of Alnwick, on his resignation of 
the perpetual curacy of that town, " in recognition of his distinguished 
ability and unwearied zeal." The presentation was made by J. Lambert, 
Elsq., in the Town Hall, which was crowded in every part. 
20. Mr. Alderman Bramwell, of Durham, was presented with 
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his portrait, by a number of bis fellow-citizens, as a mark of their estima> 
tion of his public conduct and services during the three years he had held 
the office of mayor of Durham. 

January 28. Died, at Clervaux Castle, near Croft, aged 76, Sir Wil- 
liam Chaytor, Bart., formerly of Witton Castle. The deceased stood a 
severe contest for the representation of Durham, in August, 1830, bat was 
defeated by Mr. M. A. Taylor and Sir R. Qresley. At the first election 
for the borough of Sunderland he was placed at the head of the poll, but 
he was unsuccessful at the next general election ; and he was again de- 
feated in 1837, when a candidate for the Northern Division of the county 
of Durham. (See pp. 5, 33, and 76.) For some time before his decease, 
Sir William had been engaged in the erection of Clervaux Castle, but this 
fine mansion was not completed at the time of his death, and his intentions 
respecting the surrounding park and grounds have not been carried out. 
He was succeeded by his eldest son, W. R. C. Chaytor, Esq. 

28. Died, at Bedlington, aged 100, Mr. Thomas Holbom. 

About nineteen years before his death, he completely lost his sight, but 
he recovered it when upwards of ninety, and retained it until his decease. 

. About this time, the workmen succeeded in reaching the 

main coal seam at Usworth colliery, after two years* labour. 

February, About this time, a prospectus was issued proposing to unite 
all the collieries in Northumberland and Durham into a joint-stock com- 
pany, under the title of the *^ London, Northumberland, and Durham 
Coal Company/' The capital was estimated at sixteen millions, and the 
profits were to be limited to ten per cent. ! 

1. Died, at Chatton, near Belford, aged 74, William Burrell, 

Esq., of Broome Park, high sheriff of Northumberland in 181 1. 

7. Thomas Proud, a hind at Newbrough Lodge, was mur- 
dered this evening by a young man, named James Welch, a labourer at 
Prudholm Quarry. A child of Proud's had been christened during the 
day, and the party had afterwards retired to an inn at Newbrough. 
Whilst there, Welch and Proud quarrelled, and when the party left the 
public-house, Welch followed Proud, and cut his throat with a clasp knife 
in a dreadful manner. Proud died almost immediately. The murderer^ 
who was apprehended at Fourstones, about a mile distant, was tried be- 
fore Baron Rolfe on the 26th instant, and convicted of the murder. 
He was accordingly executed on the 17th March. 

10. At a meeting of the proprietors of the North British 

Railway, an offer of Mr. Hudson to lease the line at the rate of eight per 
cent, on the share capital, with the option of amalgamating on equal 
terms with the lines from Berwick to York, was rejected, on the recom- 
mendation of the directors. 

11. Died, at Alnwick Castle, in his 62d year, his Grace the 

Duke of Northumberland. His grace had been suffering for a short time 
from an attack of influenza, but he eventually died somewhat suddenly. 
Hugh, Duke and Earl of Northumberland, Earl Percy, Baron Percy and 
Warkworth, and a baronet, K.G., was Lord-Lieutenant and Custos Rotu- 
lorum of the county of Northumberland, Vice- Admiral of Northumberland 
and Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Constable of Launceston Castle, Chancellor of 
the University of Cambridge, President of the Royal Humane Society, 
and Fellow of numerous learned institutions. His grace was bom on the 
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20tli April, 1785, and, after being educated at Eton and Cambridge, ha 
entered Parliament in July, 1806, M member for Buckingham. Id Sep- 
tember of the same year he was elected for the city of Westminster, on the 
death of Charles James Fox, a seat which he declined at the general 
election, two months later, when he was returned for lAunceston. In May, 
1807, he offered himself as a candidate for the county of Northumberland, 
in opposition to Charles, Lord Howick (afterwards Earl Grey), who, how- 
ever, declined to go to a poll. His grace was accordingly returned, and he 
continued to represent the connty until March, 1812, when he was called 
to the House of Lords by the title of Baron Percy, on which occasion the 
regiment of Percy Tenantry presented him with a splendid sword. la 
July, 1617, he succeeded his father in the family honours ; and in 1625, his 
gnce was required to serve his Majesty as Ambassador Extraordinary at 
tile coronation of Charles X., King of France. The whole expense of that 
coetly mission was defrayed by his grace, who astonished the continental no- 
bility by the magnitude of his retinue, the gorgeoosncss of his equipage, and 
the profnsenees of his liberality. Tn March, 1829, his grace was appointed 
Lord- Lieutenant of Ireland, by the Duke of Wellington, an office which 
he filled with high credit to himself until the end of the following year. 
In November, 1634, he was elected High Steward of the University of 
Cambridge, and he held that distinguished honour until October, 1640, 
when he was chosen Chancellor of the University. In politics the de- 
ceased was a firm and consistent Conservative; in private life he was 
generous without ostentation, and the extent of his iiberolity was com- 
mensoiate with the ample means at his disposal. His grace was a mn- 
nificoit contributor to the several charitable institutions of the country, 
more particularly to those of Northumberland, and one of his last public 
•eta was that of building and endowing a new chnrch at Alnwick, at a 
cost of £30,000. The duke married, in 1817, Lady Charlotte Florentia 
Clive, youngest daughter of Earl Powis, a lady whose polished manners 
and general amiability won for her the distinguished office of governess 
to her present Majesty. His grace having no issue, he was succeeded by 
his brother, Algernon, Lord Prudhoe. February 19, the remains of his 
grace were removed from Alnwick for interment in Westminster Abbey. 
The funeral procession was accompanied for a considerable distance by 
upwards of 600 of the Percy tenantry on horseback, and a great number 
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of the inhabitants of the town and district on foot, the cortege being up- 
wards of three-quarters of a mile in length. On passing through Felton 
and Morpeth, similar tokens of respect were paid by the inhabitants, busi- 
ness being entirely suspended throughout the district. At Newcastle, 
the body was met on the Town Moor by the mayor, sheriff, and members 
of the corporation ; upwards of thirty carriages, and 200 gentlemen on 
horseback, besides an immense number of pedestrians, falling-in after the 
hearse, and accompanying the remains through the town. At Gates- 
head, where the mayor and corporation were also in attendance, the 
coffin was placed on the railway, and Lord Prudhoe joined the train at 
Darlington, to officiate as chief mourner at the interment, which took 
place on the 2drd, with much ceremony. In August, 1851, an altar 
monument to the memory of his grace Was placed in St. Paul's Church, 
Alnwick, at the expense of his duchess. The figure of the duke is placed 
upon an elegant pedestal, and the artist, Mr. Garew, succeeded in giving 
an admirable likeness of the deceased nobleman. 

February 15. Died, in the Keelmen's Hospital, Newcastle, aged 102, 
Mary Murray. 

17. Died, at Norwich, the Rev. Edward South Thurlow, 

nephew of Lord Chancellor Thurlow. The deceased had been for fifty- 
eight years rector of Houghton-le-Spring, and of two sinecure livings in 
Wales, fifty -nine years prebend of Norwich, and fifty-five years vicar of 
Stamfordham, his total income from these sources being estimated at 
£4,104 per annum. The great rectory of Houghton-le-Spring was di- 
vided at this vacancy ; the chapelries of Hetton, Hainton, and Pensher, 
being constituted independent parishes. 

23. A fire occurred this afternoon, in the premises of Messrs 

Copland and Jones, wholesale chemists, Sandhill, Newcastle. Mr. Nicholas 
Moody, the clerk, and a labourer, named John Bowman, were engaged 
in scaling a carboy of turpentine, in the upper story of the premises, when 
the liquid by some means took fire, and the vessel bursting from the 
heat, the place was soon in one body of fiame. Mr. Copland and an assist- 
ant escaped by jumping out of a window ; but the above two men, al- 
though they succeeded in getting down stairs, died in the Infirmary very 
shortly after. The damage was estimated at upwards of £1,200. 

22. Died, in London, aged 67, Ralph Stephen Pemberton, Esq., 

of Barnes and Usworth House, in the county of Durham. 

24. A new chapel in Clayport Street, Alnwick, erected by the 

United Secession body, was opened by the Rev. J. Cairns. The building 
has a neat Gothic front, and accommodates nearly 700 persons. 

27. The Right Hon. Earl Grey was appointed Lord- Lieutenant 

and Custos Rotulorum of the county of Northumberland and of New- 
castle-iipon- Tyne. 

March 1. That portion of the Newcastle and Berwick Railway extend- 
ing from the former town to Morpeth was opened for passenger traffic. 
Another portion, extending from Tweedmouth to Chathill, was opened on 
the 29th. 

5. During some excavations which were being made in Dur- 
ham Cathedral, the workmen disinterred the coffin of the munificent 
Bishop Skirlaw, who died in 1406. The coffin was of lead, and fitted 
closely to the outline of the body. By order of the Dean, it was re-interred 
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near the same spot, without being opened. In April, 1848, daring 
farther excavations, the tombstone of Bishop Beaumont, who died in 
1333, was uncovered. It consisted of two blocks, nearly ten tons in 
weight, but the fine brass with which it had once been ornamented had 
disappeared. 

Mcarch 6. The drafts of the North of England Joint-Stock Bank were 
refused payment in London, and on the intelligence reaching this district, 
on the foUowing day, the greatest consternation prevailed. The chief 
office of the company was in the Arcade, Newcastle, but it had branches 
in Sunderland, North and South Shields, Durham, Berwick, Morpeth, 
Blyth, Hexham, Alnwick, and Wooler, its business being very extensive 
in the four first-named towns. The bank, which was the first on the 
joint-stock principle established in Newcastle, was commenced in 1832, 
its nominal capital being two millions, in 20,000 shares of £100 each, 
but the amount absolutely paid up was only £340,955 on 18,098 shares, 
and 420 proprietors were on the register at the time of the failure. Very 
heavy losses had been incurred by the company at an early period of its 
existence, and it has subsequently transpired that the entire paid-up 
capital was lost prior to 1837. The liabilities of the concern, when the 
suspension occurred, amounted to £l,8G4,856, and the deficiency was 
then estimated at £144,493, but that sum proved to be only about 
one-third of the actual loss borne by the shareholders. All attempts to 
raise the required amount by voluntary calls proved ineffectual, and the 
bank was placed under the powers of the Joint-Stock Companies Winding- 
up Act in November, 1848 ; three official managers, Messrs Henderson, 
Hewson, and Ross, being appointed. A call of £30 a share, made by 
them, produced £240,000; a second call, of £20, realised £100,000; 
and a third, of £15, £35,000; the diminished amount showing the ex- 
hausted condition of the unfortunate shareholders. In June, 1855, £3 
per share were returned to the comparatively small number of persons who 
had paid the whole of the calls, and this was shortly afterwards followed 
by a second return of £5, and a third of £7 per share. 

8. At meetings of the Newcastle and Berwick, and the York 

and Newcastle Railway Companies, it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. 
Hudson, to amalgamate the two undertakings. An Act for that purpose 
received the Royal assent on the 9th July, and the united lines were 
thenceforth denominated the liork, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway. 

13. Died, at Bishop Auckland, the Rev. Robert Thompson, 

for thirty-three years master of the Grammar School at that place, and a 
gentleman of eminent scholastic abilities. 

15. Died, at Otterbum, aged 100, Mrs. Elizabeth Fenwick. 

17. Died, in Newcastle, aged 46, the Rev. John Wood, for 

fourteen years master of the Royal Grammar School of that town. 

20. Died, at Whitley, aged 100, Mrs. Martha Dawson. 

20. A boiler, at Burradon colliery, near Newcastle, exploded 

with great violence, killing the fireman, as well as a woman and a boy, 
who happened to be in the engine-house at the time. 

— 25. The Right Hon. G. Dawson, one of the Commissioners 
of Customs, attended at Newcastle for the purpose of receiving applica- 
tions from North and South Shields for increased Customs facilities. The 
deputations from those towns were Mr. Mitcalfe, M.P., and Messrs 
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Barker, Spencer, Pow, Baynes, Lietcb, Anderson, Swinburne, Mather, Ste- 
venson, and Marshall. It was ultimately decided that those gentlem^i 
should meet a deputation of Newcastle merchants to discuss the subject ; 
and, on the following day, it was determined, without any dissent, 
that the port of Newcastle should remain undivided, but that auxiliary 
establishments should be formed at North and South Shields, affording 
the same facilities to merchants in those towns as were possessed by per- 
sons resident in Newcastle. A document to this effect was signed by all 
the parties present, and it was laid before Mr. Dawson on the 27th, when 
that gentleman expressed his gratification at the harmonious result of their 
deliberations. (See page 244.) 

March 25. The Rev. Robert Gray, vicar of Stockton (son of the late 
Bishop of Bristol), was appointed Bishop of the Cape of Good Hope. 

81. The extension railway from North Shields to Tynemouth 

was opened. 

. About this time, numerous and important alterations were 

made in the interior of Durham Cathedral. The original entrance into 
the church from the west end was opened out by the removal of the ma- 
sonry by which the Galilee was separated from the nave, and oaken 
doors, ornamented with iron work, were introduced. The font, with ita 
debased Italian features, was replaced by one of Norman design, with a 
series of medallions, exhibiting the leading incidents in the life of St. 
Cuthbert. The heavy oaken work which supported the dial plate of the 
clock was removed, and also the woodwork which cut off Uie aisles on 
each side of the choir, and that on the eastern side of the transept, much 
to the improvement of the general effect. In the choir, the beautiful 
altar screen at the eastern extremity was restored, and the wooden par- 
tition which formerly separated the shrine of St. Cuthbert from the 
chapel of the Nine Altars was taken down. The organ was also removed, 
and was placed under one of the arches on the north side, opposite to 
the bishop's throne. The screen, with its unsightly and inappropriate 
carving, on which the organ formerly stood, was also taken down, and 
the choir thrown entirely open, the view from the nave being thus unob- 
structed throughout. 

. The trunk of an oak tree, 14 feet in circumference, and 27 

feet in length, was extricated about this time from the bed of the l^ne, 
where it must have lain for many centuries. It weighed upwards of 
seven tons. 

April 8. A poultry show, the first of the kind held in the North of- 
England, took place in the Corn Exchange, Newcastle. The exhibition 
was very successful. 

12. Died, at Bomischdorf, Silesia, Mr. Thomas Joplin, the 

founder of joint-stock banking, and author of numerous works on the 
currency. Mr. Joplin was a native of Newcastle, and was for some years 
in one of the banks in that town. In February, 1822, he published a 
pamphlet in favour of joint-stock banks, in which the Scottish syston 
of banking was for the first time properly explained, and this publication 
occasioned a meeting, at which Lord Barrington presided, and a joint- 
stock bank was projected, though afterwards abandoned. Mr. Huskisson 
declared Mr. Joplin's essay to be one of the best he had ever read, and the 
author soon after saw the partial fulfilment of his plan by the establish- 
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ment of the Provincial Bank of Ireland, in 1824. A few years after, he 
established the National Provincial Bank of England, and became for a 
short time its managing director. For many years he was a most volu- 
minous writer upon the currency and banking, and his views were 
generally received with marked attention in monetary circles. 

April 17. A terrible boiler explosion occurred at Crookhall Iron 
Works, near Shotley Bridge, by which six persons were killed, and seve- 
ral others injured. The accident arose from defects in the boiler. 

20. A man, named John Bourne, stole upwards of £200 from 

a bed-room at Mr. Cox's, Ord Arms Inn, Scotswood, where he was lodg- 
ing, and decamped ; but, by means of the electric telegraph, he was appre- 
hended at Normanton during the afternoon, with the money in his pos- 
session. 

26. Mr. Thomas Harrison, a respectable plumber and glazier, 

in Alnwick, 60 years of age, committed suicide this morning, whilst in a 
depressed state of mind, arising from his heavy liabilities as a share- 
holder in the North of England Bank. 

29. The steam-vessel Experiment took fire this morning, 

when on her passage from Sunderland to London, and was entirely con- 
sumed. The crew and passengers, eighty in number, were happily res- 
cued by the steamer Clarence, of Edinburgh. 

M(My 3. The materials of the old Fort at Sunderland, about to be 
palled down, were sold by auction, the site being required for the new 
docks. The fort had been long dismantled, but had been used by the 
coast-guard up to the beginning of the year. 

— ^— 3. The railway from Blyth to Percy Main (afterwards called 
the Blyth and Tyne Railway) was opened for the conveyance of passengers. 

4. Married, at Bristol, James Cookson, Esq., of Neasham 

Hall, Durham, to Sybella, daughter of the late Thomas Tyndall, Esq., of 
The Fort, Bristol. 

15. The foundation-stone of the railway bridge across the Tweed 

at Berwick was laid, without any ceremony, by Mis. Bruce, wife of the resi- 
dent engineer. (See March 2G, 1850.) 

19. An old man, named Archibald Elliott, but better known 

in the neighbourhood of Morpeth as " Au'd Archie," was drowned in a 
stream near Ulgham, whilst conveying the mail bags to that place. He 
was only four feet in height, and, although 84 years of age, and unable 
either to read or write, he was a most useful message-bearer. There is a 
lithog^phed portrait of the deceased, from a sketch taken a few days before 
his deatli. 

24. The Tyne Direct Ferry Company's steam-boat commenced 

plying between North and South Shields. An immediate legal warfare 
with the old Ferry Company was the consequence, and it resulted, April 
13, 1848, in an amalgamation of the two undertakings. 

26. Mr. Alderman A. J. Moore, of Sunderland, was presented 

with a massive service of plate, by a number of the inhabitants of that 
borough, as a tribute of respect for his public services. The mayor pre- 
sented the testimonial, in the presence of a numerous body of the sub- 
scribers. 

31. The foundation-stone of a building intended for the use 

of the Mechanics* Institution at Gateshead, was laid in West Street, by 
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William Hutt, Esq., M. P., who previously addressed a large assemblage 
on the importance of such institutions. A soiree was held in the evening, 
at which Mr. Hutt presided. March 21, 1848, the new building was 
opened with a bazaar and promenade, which were continued daily until 
the 24th, and were very numerously attended. The net profits of the 
bazaar, &c., amounted to £453. Dr. Waddington, Dean of Durham, de* 
livered an inaugural address in the hall of the Institute, on the 10th April 
following, to a large assemblage. 

May 31. Died, at Gateshead, aged 55, Mr. William CoUard, en- 
graver, of Newcastle. He was an artist of considerable ability, and exe- 
cuted a great number of designs for works connected with the district. 

June 1 . A most important event in connection with the maritime 
interests of the county of Durham — the opening of the new Harbour and 
Docks at West Hartlepool — was celebrated this day. The harbour (about 
a mile from the ancient port of Hartlepool) comprised about fourteen acres 
of water, enclosed by two bold piers from the sea, and the dock was eight 
acres in extent, and in immediate connection with the Stockton and 
Hartlepool Bailway. Early in the morning, the village of Stranton as- 
sumed a lively appearance, from the arrival of pleasure parties from Shields, 
Sunderland, Stockton, Middlesbro', &c., and numerous bands of music and 
gay banners lent great animation to the scene. During the morning, the 
directors and their friends partook of luncheon in the dock-office ; and at 
twenty minutes to three, the gates of the dock having been opened, a 
steam-boat containing the master and brethren of the Trinity House of 
Newcastle, another steam-boat with the directors and friends, the barque 
Parma, of Jersey, towed by a steamer, and the schooner Admiral Benbow, 
also in tow of a steam-tug, with numerous small craft, entered the new 
dock amidst great cheering. The two sailing vessels inunediately took in 
cargos of coals, and proceeded to sea witliin two hours, amidst hearty 
acclamations. The directors, with a large party, then proceeded to Hartle- 
pool, where a grand dinner was given in the King's Head Inn, Henry 
Vansittart, Esq., chairman of the directors, presiding. {Stt June 1, 1852, 
and June 3, 185G.) 

2. The new public buildings erected in Darlington, in the 

Italian style, from a design by J. Middleton, Esq., were opened by a 
soiree. Lord Harry Vane presided, and the room was densely crowded. 
The Central Hall is 82 feet long by 44 feet wide, and the total cost of the 
buildings was about £8,000. The Mechanics' Institute had a large library 
and class-room on the basement story, but was removed from thence a 
few years after. (See May 12, 1853.) 

9. Died, in Durham, agod 60, Mr. Francis Humble. The 

deceased was for some years connected with a newspaper published in 
Newcastle, under the title of the " Newcastle Advertiser," but he removed 
it to Durham, in 1814, and continued it there under the title of the 
" Durham County Advertiser." Mr. Humble maintained Conservative 
principles, with great consistency and ability, and was highly respected 
by all classes. 

17. Died, at North Shields, Mr. Joseph Laing, jun., solicitor 

and bank agent. The deceased was an enthusiastic admirer of his native 
town, and was at all times foremost in the advocacy of any measure cal- 
culated to promote the comfort and happiness of his fellow- townsmen. To 
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him the borough was principally indebted for the new Town Hall, and a 
fine bust of him was afterwards executed at the cost of his friends, and 
placed in that buildings 

June 22. An explosion of gas occurred in Felling colliery, near 
Gateshead, by which six individuals met w^ith an untimely death, and 
three others were severely injured. Only four persons in the mine 
escaped unhurt, and about twenty horses were destroyed. 

■ ■ ' 24. The committee of the House of Commons to whom the 
rival schemes for a railway from Newcastle to Durham, by the Team 
Valley, had been referred, decided in favour of the plan of the York and 
Newcastle Company. The struggle was a long and arduous one, the com- 
mittee having sat from the 4th May, and the expense incurred during the 
contest was stated to be £40,000. The line, after all, was never con- 
structed. 

25. Died, at Cologne, aged 72, Lieutenant-General Sir Henry 

Askew, K.C.B., of Pallinsbum. ^fiie deceased entered the army in 1793> 
«nd served with great credit in Flanders, and the Peninsula, and at the 
Battle of Waterloo. His remains were interred at Ford, July 14. 

. About the middle of this month, the seam of coal in Win^ 

gate colliery became ignited, by some means unknown, and upwards of a 
month elapsed before the fire could be extinguished. 

July 1. The Newcastle and Berwick Railway was opened throughout, 
when a train of carriages left Newcastle at seven o'clock, and reached 
Tweedmouth in about three hours. The opening of the line caused a 
vast concourse of spectators to assemble along the route, and at Alnwick, 
Warkworth, and other places, the day was observed as a holiday. July 
5, the mail coach between Newcastle and Edinburgh arrived in the former 
town for the last time, after being established sixty-one years. The pace 
required by the post-office at its establishment, in November, 1786, was 
seven miles an hour, and no innkeeper in the town could then be found to 
contract for a speed considered so ruinous to horseflesh, except the land- 
lord of the " Cock Inn," Head of the Side. For some years before its 
discontinuance its speed averaged ten miles an hour. 

— ^— 14. Died, at Bamardcastle, aged 68, the Rev. John David- 
son, thirty-two years vicar of that parish, and master of the Hospital of 
8t. John, in the same town. 

■ , Parliament was dissolved on the 23rd July, and writs having 
been immediately issued for the new elections, the following was the re- 
sult in this district. The changes, it will be seen, were more than usually 
numerous : — 

Newcastle. The nomination of candidates took place on the 28th, 
before the sheriff (Joseph Crawhall, Esq.). Mr. Alderman Potter pro- 
posed, and Mr. John Thomas Carr seconded, William Ord, Esq. Mr. 
Alderman Lamb proposed, and Mr. John Rayne seconded, Thomas Emer- 
son Headlam, Esq. (son of the Venerable Archdeacon Headlam). Mr. 
John Cookson proposed, and Mr. Robert Plummer seconded, Richard 
Hodgson, Esq. The candidates having addressed the electors, the show of 
hands was declared to be in favour of Mr. Ord and Mr. Headlam, and the 
poll on the following day closed with a similar result, the numbers being: 
—Ord, 2,196; Headlam, 2,068; Hodgson, 1,680. 

Qatxbhead, July 28. Mr. Hutt was proposed by Mr. Wilson, and 
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seconded by Mr. Pollock, and there being no other candidate be was im- 
mediately declared elected. 

Tynemouth, July 28. There was no contest in this borongb. Mr. 
Robert Pow nominated R. W. Orey, Esq., of Ghipchase, who was seconded 
by Mr. Shotton, and unanimously elected. 

Berwick, July 28. William Henry Miller, Esq., was proposed by Mr. 
T. Brown, and seconded by Mr. T. Carens. The mayor (Dr. Johnston) 
proposed Matthew Forster, Esq., who was seconded by Mr. R. Forster. 
Colonel Hogarth nominated John Campbell Renton, Esq., who was 
seconded by Mr. J. Pratt. The show of hands was declared to be in £»vour 
of the two latter candidates, who were eventually successful, the nombers 
at the close of the poll being : — Forster, 484; Renton, 468; Miller, 151. 

8ouTH Shields, July 29. John Twizell Wawn, Esq., was pn^xned by 
Mr. A. Harrison, and seconded by Mr. S. Skee. W. Whateley, Esq., Q.C.y 
was proposed by Mr. J. W. Roxby, and seconded by Mr. W. Marshall. 
A person named Thomas Dickinson, a Chartist, well known as "the Man- 
chester Packer," was proposed by Mr. W. Brown, and seconded by Mr. 
Gilroy. The show of hands was in favour of Dickinson, who retired, 
and the poll on the following day was as follows : — ^Wawn, 833 ; Whate- 
ley, 176. 

Durham, July 29. Mr. Henry Marshall proposed Thomas Colpitta 
Granger, Esq., who was seconded by Mr. Mark Stobart Mr. A. Wilkin- 
son nominated, and Mr. G. 8haw seconded. Captain David Edward Wood. 
Mr. John Henderson proposed, and Mr. Aid. Shields seconded, Henry John 
Spearman, Esq. The show of hands was in favour of Mr. Granger and 
Mr. Spearman. At the close of the poll, on the dOth, the numbers were >-* 
Granger, 595; Spearman, 519; Wood, 450. 

Morpeth, July 30. There was no contest for this borough, and Capt. 
the Hon. E. G. G. Howard was re-elected. 

Sunderland, August 2. Dr. Brown proposed David Barclay, Esq., who 
was seconded by Mr. James Allison. Mr. J. J. Wright proposed George 
Hudson, Esq., and Mr. R. Spoor seconded the nomination. Mr. W. Mor- 
dey proposed William Arthur Wilkinson, Esq., who was seconded by Mr. 
J. Wilson. Tlie show of hands was in favour of Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. 
Hudson, but at the close of the poll the numbers were : — Hudson, 878 ; 
Barclay, 646 ; Wilkinson, 569. 

Durham, Northern Division. This election took place on the 3rd 
August, before the high-sheriff, John Fawcett, Esq., when Robert Dun- 
combe Shafto, Esq., and Viscount Seaham were unanimously elected. 
The Hon. H. T. Liddell and Colonel Beckwith, who had been candidates, 
withdrew a few days before. 

Durham, Southern Dtvision, August 5. Lord Harry Yane and James 
Farrer, Esq., were elected without opposition. 

Northumberland, Southern Division, August 5. Matthew Bell, Esq., 
and Savile H. C. Ogle, Esq., were re-elected unanimously. 

Northumberland, Northern Division, The proceedings in this di- 
vision commenced on the 7th August, at Alnwick, before the high-sherifT, 
J. H. H. Atkinson, Esq., and intense interest was excited, not only in 
the district, but throughout the kingdom. Mr. C. W. Oide proposed, 
and Mr. B. Burrell seconded, Lord Ossulston. Mr. O. A. B. Gresswell 
nominated, and Mr. F. Sitwell seconded, Lord Lovaine. Lord Frederick 
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Fitzclarenoe nominated, and Mr. Prideaux Selby seconded, Sir George 
Grey, Bart. The show of hands was declared to be in favour of Sir 
George Grey and Lord Lovaine. At the conclusion of the polling, which 
took place on the 10th and 11th, the result was as follows: — Grey, 1,366; 
Ossulston, 1,247; Lovaine, 1,236. 

July 27. This evening, an enormous balloon, without any car at- 
tached, descended on the farm of Mr. T. James, at Brandon, near Aln- 
wick, to the no little astonishment and alarm of the inhabitants, none of 
whom, probably, had before beheld such a machine. Some time after, it 
was ascertained that the balloon had escaped from Glasgow, whilst being 
inflated there, and had performed the distance (upwards of 100 miles) in 
two hours. 

29. The Grand Duke Constantine, of Russia, arrived in New- 
castle, and, after a short visit, repaired to Bavensworth Castle. 

August 3. The Wear Valley Bailway, about twelve miles in length, 
being an extension westward of the Bishop Auckland and Weardale line, 
was opened. August 30, the proprietors determined to purchase the 
Shildon Tunnel, the Bishop Auckland and Weardale Railway, the Wear- 
dale Extension, and the Wear and Derwent Junction Railway, for 
£674,650; and, on the 29th September, they leased the whole of their 
lines for 999 years, at six per cent, on the share capital, to the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway Company, who took possession of the property 
on the Ist October. 

■ 9. The extensive paper manufactory of Messrs N. Grace and 

Co., at Scotswood, near Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire this even- 
ing, and, although several fire-engines were immediately despatched from 
Newcastle, the flames consumed the whole of the premises. The stock 
and valuable machinery were also destroyed, and the damage was esti- 
mated to be at least £8,000. The fire, which was purely accidental, 
blazed with great fury, and attracted spectators for miles around. 

■■ 11. A " Ragged School," for boys, was opened in Sand- 

gate, Newcastle, by a few philanthropic individuals. November 20, 1848, 
a school for girls was also established, in a disused chapel in Gibson 
Street, to whidi the boys* school had been removed in the previous April. 

' 14. Died, at Durham, aged 47, the Right Rev. Francis 

Mostyn, D.D., Roman Catholic Bishop of Abydos, and Vicar-Apostolic 
of the Northern District of England. Dr. Riddell, coadjutor of the de- 
ceased, succeeded to the vacant office. 

.. 26. A public dinner was given at Cook's Hotel, South 

Shields, to Mr. J. T. Wawn, M. P. for that borough. Mr. J. Scott and 
Mr. T. B. Oyston occupied the chair and vice-chair, and about 120 gen- 
tlemen were present. 

27. The foundation-stone of a new church, at Lynesack, in 

the parish of Hamsterley, was laid. The church was consecrated October 
24, 1848, by the Bishop of Durham, in the presence of the Duke of Cleve- 
land, and a large number of clergymen and gentlemen. 

28. Died, at Whitburn, aged 101, Mrs. Ann Peacock. 

. A chapel, for the Baptist congregation, at Darlington, was 

opened about this time. 

StpUmber 1. The inhabitants of Darlington presented Sir Robert 
Peel| on his passing through the town, with a complimentary address. 
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The ceremony took place in the Town Hall, which was densely crowded. 
F. Mewbum, Esq., high-bailiff, introduced Sir Robert to the naeeting, 
and Joseph Pease, Esq., having presented the address, the right hon. 
baronet briefly acknowledged the compliment amidst enthusiastic cheers. 
On the following day, the inhabitants of Stockton presented Sir Robert 
Peel with a similar address, at Wynyard. 

. September 2. Married, at Wynyard, by the Bishop of Durham, the Earl 
of Portarlington to the Lady Alexandrina Vane, second daughter of the 
Marquis of Londonderry. Amongst the company present were the Dukes 
of Cleveland, Rutland, and Devonshire; Viscounts Dungannon, Somerton^ 
and Combermere; Lords Belhaven and Eliot; Sir Robert Peel, Sir J. W. 
Hogg, &c., &c. A grand banquet was given in the evening to the dis~ 
tinguished visitors, and, on the following day, a splendid ball and supper 
were prepared, to which nearly all the leading inhabitants of the district 
were invited. 

3. The Marquis of Londonderry, with Sir Robert Peel and a 

large party, vi&ited Seaham, for the purpose of inspecting that interesting 
harbour. The workmen on the estates of the marquis had a holiday on 
the occasion, and great preparations had been made to do honour to the 
visitors. After inspecting die works, Sir Robert Peel was introduced to 
the mayor and corporation of Sunderland, who presented him with a com- 
plimentary address, to which he made an appropriate reply; and the 
visitors then proceeded to the Vane Arms Lin, where a dejeuner was pro- 
vided. After partaking of the collation, the marquis proposed the health 
of Sir Robert Peel ; and, in replying, the right hon. baronet paid a high 
compliment to his noble host for the untiring industry he had displayed 
in constructing a noble harbour on the eastern coast of England, '* by 
which he had added to the maritime strength of the country, and the 
employment and industry of its inhabitants." 

6, Died, in London, aged 83, Edward Swinburne, Esq., bro- 
ther of Sir John E. Swinburne, Bart., of Capheaton. The deceased, who 
was an artist of very considerable taste and skill, contributed several 
beautiful etchings to Surtees's " History of Durham" and Hodgson's 
" History of Northumberland." 

7. Died, at Lartington, near Bamardcastle, aged 37, George 

Witham, Esq. 

8. A public dinner in commemoration of the election of 

Messrs Ord and Headlam, as members for Newcastle, was given to those 
gentlemen, in the Turk's Head Inn, in that town. Ralph Carr, Esq., of 
Hedgley , presided ; and the vice-chairs were occupied by Sir John Fife, 
Mr. Alderman Losh, Mr. G. Fen wick, and Mr. J. Blackwell. Upwards 
of 260 gentlemen were present, and the proceedings were very animated, 

10. The foundation-stone of a new church at Darlington, de- 
dicated to St. John, was laid by G. Hudson, Esq., M.P. The edifice was 
designed by Mr. Middleton, and is in the early English style, accommo- 
dating about 620 persons. It was intended to have a spire, 160 feet in 
height, but that portion of the design, unfortunately for the appearance of 
the building, has not been carried out. January 3, 1850, the church was 
opened by license from the Bishop of Durham, who consecrated the build- 
ing July 16, 1853. A peal of bells has been placed in the tower; aud 
the total cost of the edifice was about jC4,000, 



1847.] HI8TORI0AL REGI8TBB OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 237 

September 13. Workmen commenced operations for the erection of the 
Central Railway Station in Newcastle. 

— 20. A cricket match between eleven gentlemen of " All Eng- 
land** and twenty of the Northumberland Club commenced at Newcastle, 
and was continued till the evening of the 22nd, when the game was drawn. 
All England, in both innings, scored 259 ; Northumberland, first innings 
135, second do. (nine wickets down) 12. September 23, a game com- 
menced at Stockton, between twenty-two gentlemen of that town and the 
All England men, which terminated as follows : — ^All England, 173 ; Stock- 
ton, 129. 

25. An alarming fire broke out in the farm premises of Mr. 

Goundry, farmer, Westoe, near South Shields, and the whole of the stacks 
in the yard, fourteen in number, with the bam and thrashing machine, 
were very soon entirely consumed. The property was uninsured, but a 
handsome subscription was raised for the unfortunate sufferer. 

■ 27. Died, in Newcastle, William Maclachlan, an eccentric 

character, better known in the town and neighbourhood by the cognomen 
of " Cuddie Willie." He was generally seen wandering amongst the low 
inns of the town, and gained a precarious livelihood in them as an itinerant 
musician, his violin being generally formed of an uncouth-looking piece of 
wood, upon which he contrived to fasten one or two strings. He was 
scarcely ever seen to wear either a hat or shoes, and if decent clothing were 
given to him by the charitable it was generally made away with for liquor, 
of which he was immoderately fond. All efforts to reclaim him proved 
entirely fruitless, and his death was at last caused by a prolonged fit of 
drunkenness. 

October 1. The inhabitants of the borough of T3memouth entertained 
Henry Mitcalfe, Esq., their late representative in Parliament, to a public 
dinner, in the Commercial Hotel. The company numbered upwards of 
seventy, and the chair was occupied by Mr. R. Pow. 

2. A newspaper, entitled the " Darlington and Stockton Times 

and Bamardcastle Journal," was commenced at the last-named town, by 
Messrs G. Brown, H. Atkinson, and other shareholders. The newspaper 
was removed in the following February to Darlington, where it is now 
published by Mr. R. Thompson. 

•: 4. G. Green, Esq., M.D., was elected mayor of Hartlepool. 

— - 11. The foundation-stone of Christ Church, Walker, was laid 
by the mayor of Newcastle (J. Archbold, Esq.), in the presence of a nu- 
merous company. The building, which was designed by Mr. Higham, of 
Wakefield, and cost about £1,300, is in the early English style, and ac- 
conmiodates nearly 500 hearers, the sittings being free. August 22, 1848, 
the church was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

14. The village of Warkworth was lighted with gas. The 

gas was manufactured at Amble, about a mile and a half distant. 

17. The parish church of Lesbury was re-opened, after having 

undergone considerable repairs and alterations from designs by Mr. A. 
Salvin. 

21. Another disastrous bank failure took place, the Newcastle, 

Shields, and Sunderland Union Joint- Stock Banking Company having 
intimated that, '^ in consequence of the extreme difficulty in obtaining dis- 
counts, " they were " under the painful necessity of suspending payment." 
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The bank was originally the private establishment of Messrs Chapman 
and Co., but was converted into a Joint-Stock Bank in 1836, and the divi- 
dend declared by Mr. Chapman, the *' G^end Director,*" had never been 
less than 10 per cent, per annum, besides an accomnlated gaarantee fond 
of £60,000. At the time of the failore there were aboat ^00 piopriators, 
holding 30,480 shares of £10 each, one-half of which amomit (£15S,400) 
was paid np. It had branches in Sunderland, North and Soath Shields, 
Durham, Alnwick, and Berwick, and, as it issned its own notes to the 
amount of about £75,000, the failure caused a great sensation throughout 
the district. A committee of the shareholders was appointed, who attempted 
to liquidate the liabilities of the concern, but Mi, Chapman, who de- 
camped, and many other persons having refused to make any payment for 
that object, on the 25th of February, 1853, the bank was placed under 
the provisions of the Winding-up Act; and a call of £20 made by the 
official managers will, it is expected, pay off the liabilities of the oonoem 
and leave a considerable balance. The bank is still being carried on by a 
committee, for the benefit of the shareholders. 

October 21. A fire broke out in the shop of Mr. H. Bell, Hexham, by 
which a considerable quantity of goods was destroyed. 

23. A fire broke out in the engine-house at North Elswick 

colliery, in the suburbs of Newcastle, and the flames were not extinguished 
until the building, as well as the ropes belonging to the shaft, were en- 
tirely destroyed. The damage was considerable. 

24. The church of Pittington, near Durham, was re-openjed, 

after having been almost entirely rebuilt. The Bishop of Chester preached 
on the occasion. 

28. A fire was discovered this morning, in the shop of Mr. 

Potts, hosier, West Clayton Street, Newcastle, and the contents of the 
shop were wholly consumed before the flames could be extinguished. 

. Whilst some workmen were employed in cutting drains at 

Thrunton, near Whittingham, on the estate of Lord Ravensworth, they 
discovered three spear heads and two sword blades, about two feet and a 
half below the surface. The weapons were of brass and were supposed to 
be of Roman manufacture. 

November 2. Died, in Newcastle, aged 41, the Right Rev. William 
Riddell, D.D., Roman Catholic Bishop of the Northern District, and of 
Longo in partibus. The death of this estimable clergyman was caused by 
an attack of typhus fever, caught whilst attending the numerous poor of 
his denomination then suffering under that malignant malady. Novem- 
ber 8, the remains of the deceased were conveyed from his residence in 
Charlotte Square to the chapel in Clayton Street, the procession being 
conducted with great ceremony. The body lay in state during the night, 
and on the following day the interment took place, mass being performed 
by Bishop Wiseman, of London, assisted by Bishop Briggs, of York, 
Bishop Gillies, of Edinburgh, Bishop Wareing, of Northampton, and a 
great number of inferior clergy. The deceased was third son of the late 
R. Riddell, Esq., of Felton Park, and was highly esteemed by all deno- 
minations in Newcastle. 

2. A " skiff match,*^ for £200, between two men, named Clas- 

per and Maddison, took place in the river Tyne, from Newcastle bridge 
to Scotswood. Maddison won by nearly 100 yards. 
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November 8. The dial of tlie clock in St. Nicholas' Ghnrch, Durham, 
was lighted up with gas this evening, for the first time. 

■ ■ 4. Died, at North Shields, aged 101, Mr. John Main. 

5. A fire broke out this evening, in the extensive premises of 

Messrs Hudson, marine-store dealers. New Hoad, Newcastle. The ware- 
houses were filled with highly combustible materials, and were soon on 
fire from top to bottom, no part of the stock being saved. 

8. Died, at South Shields, aged 96, the Rev. Charles Toshaeh, 

for sixty-rthree years a zealous Presbyterian minister in that town. 

9. The annual election of chief magistrates took place, with 

the following result: — Newcastle, Stephen Lnwrey* (J. D. Weatherley, 
sherifif). Gateshead, John Potts. Sunderland, Sir Hedworth Williamson, 
Bart.f Durham, Mark Story. Stockton, John Eeles. Morpeth, Anthony 
Charlton. Berwick, William Smith (G. Ker Nicholson, sheriff). 

9. A fire broke out this evening, in Silver Street, Durham, 

in the premises of Mr. O'Neill, ironmonger, and so alarming was the pro- 
gress of the flames that it was found necessary to send a telegraphic 
message to Newcastle for additional assistance. The firemen and engines 
were accordingly despatched by special train, and with their assistance 
the conflagration was subdued, after raging for nearly six hours. The 
loss of property was very considerable. 

20. Died, in Newcastle, aged 74, John Brandling, Esq., third 

son of the late Charles Brandling, Esq., of Gosforth, and for many years 
an alderman both of the old and the reformed Corporations of Newcastle. 
He served the office of mayor in 1832-3. 

■ 28. Died, in Sunderland Infirmary, aged 48, Mr. John Wil- 

son Ewbank, B.S.A. The deceased was bom in Darlington, and being 
intended for the Boman Catholic priesthood, he was sent when young to 
Ushaw College, from which he absconded, and, when about fourteen years 
old, he apprenticed himself to Mr. Henry Coulson, decorative painter, in 
Newcastle, with whom he rapidly showed gleams of surprising ability. 
Before the close of his apprenticeship, he accompanied his master to Edin- 
burgh, where he studied under Nasmy th ; and his beautiful sketches, 
which were executed with extraordinary ease and rapidity, soon made his 
name famous in the northern capital. In 1823, when he painted *' George 
rV. at Edinburgh Castle," and a " View of Edinburgh from Inchkeith," 
his fame was at its zenith, and so many pupils flocked to his rooms, that 
in one year his profits exceeded £2,500. But, unfortunately, as prosperity 
met him, moral fortitude retreated, and he fell, day by day, into habits of 
dissipation, from which no efforts of his friends were ever able to extri- 
cate him. For many of the later years of his life, his house was literally 
the abode of want, a single chair was often the only article of furniture, 
and to defray the expense of a meal it was frequently necessary for him 
to throw off some hasty sketch from recollection, and sell it for anything 
obtainable at the moment. Any surplus, however small, went for '' the 
bottle," and his dissipated recklessness was the ultimate ruin of himself 
and family, and at length brought him to a premature grave. His oil 

* After two abortive elections, first of Mr. Greorge Thomas Dunn, and afterwards of Mr. 
Joseph Lamb. 

t Who resigned, December 8, on becoming a candidate for the boroogfa in Parliament. 
DMember 18, Ifr. John Scott was elected mayor. 
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paintings, which were not numerous, are highly prized hy connoisseurs, 
and, under other circumstances, he might have become as famous as any 
modem artist. 

December 19. Died, in Newcastle, Mr. Thomas O. Blackett, surveyor, 
author of a " Treatise on the Spirit Level," and other scientific worka. 
His death was occasioned by an accident on the Newcastle and Carlisle 
Railway. 

19. In consequence of heavy rains, the river Wear was greatly 

flooded, and the torrent rushing down with great rapidity, it carried away 
a number of the ships lying in Sunderland harbour, and caused many dis- 
astrous accidents. Several vessels were sunk in the stream, and upwards 
of twenty more were much damaged. Two men lost their lives by the 
calamity. 

20. An election of a member of Parliament for Sunderland, 

vacant by the resignation of Mr. Barclay, took place before the mayor 
(Mr. Scott). Mr. Featherstonhaugh proposed Sir H. Williamson, Bart.^ 
who was seconded by Mr. R. Brown. Mr. Mordey nominated, and Mr. 
J. Wilson seconded, William Arthur Wilkinson, Esq. The show of hands 
was in favour of the latter, but at the close of the poll the numbers were 
as follows: — Williamson, 707; Wilkinson, 578. 

21. Married, at Brighton, Cadogan Hodgson Cadogan, Esq., 

son of Major Cadogan, of Brinkbum Priory, to Isabel Meiry, eldest daughter 
of O. Smith, Esq., of Blcndon, Kent. 

22. The Rev. Robert Green was presented with a valuable 

service of plate by the inhabitants of Newcastle, on his retiring from the 
incumbency of All Saints*, in that town. The presentation was made by 
R. Plummcr, Esq., in the Trinity House. 

. About the end of this year, the church of St. Mary, in the 

South Bailey, Durham, was re-opened for Divine service, after having 
been almost entirely rebuilt in the Norman style, and with the greatest 
taste. The architect of the restorations was Mr. Pickering, and the cost 
was almost entirely defrayed by Durham school-boys, who had received 
their education whilst lodging in the parish. 

1848, January 16. Died, at Bishop wcarmouth, aged 100, Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth Blanchard. 

18. Died, at Hurworth, aged 100, Mr. John Banks. 

19. Died, at Whitworth Park, Durham, aged 72, Robert Ekien 

Duncombe Shafto, Esq., M.P. for the city of Durham from 1804 to 1806. 

26. A public meeting was held in Newcastle, the mayor in 

the chair, to protest against the threatened dismemberment of the port. 
A memorial to Earl Grey, Lord- Lieutenant of the town and county, was 
agreed upon. 

27. Workmen commenced to demolish the old Presbyterian 

chapel in Half Moon Lane, Gateshead, to make room for the approaches 
to the new railway bridge. 

February 2. As a fishing-coble, containing five pilots and two fisher- 
men, was proceeding from Cullercoats to the several vessels l3ring in the 
offing, the boat was struck by a heavy sea, and the unfortunate men were 
thrown overboard and drowned, in the sight of their relatives and friends. 
A handsome subscription was made for the families of the sufferers. 

2. A man, named John Shirley, the head whipper-in of the 
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Duke of Cleveland's hoands, was shot this evening by a party of poach- 
ers, in an aflray near Rahy Castle, and afterwards beaten by them so 
dreadfully that he died within a few hours. Two men, named William 
Thompson and William Dowson, were convicted of the murder before 
Baron Alderson, at Durham, on the 8th of March, and Thompson was 
executed for the offence on the 25th. Dowson was transported for life. 

Fdtruary 2. The Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle having petitioned 
the Corporation for a lease of the old Castle of that town, with a view to 
its restoration, the Council resolved to comply with the prayer. The 
society pay a rent of 2s. 6d. per annum for the building, and the Corpo- 
ration subiscribed £250 towards the proposed repairs. {See page 248.) 

I 4. The ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of the new 

docks at Sunderland was performed by Mr. G. Hudson, M.P., in the pre- 
sence of a vast concourse of spectators. The event was celebrated with 
much rejoicing by the inhabitants, all places of business were closed, and 
the day was kept as an entire holiday. Shortly after one o'clock, a pro- 
cession, consisting of the mayor, magistrates, and members of the Corpo- 
ration, the directors and shareholders of the company, and others, accom- 
panied by music and banners, walked from the Exchange buildings to 
the site of the docks, and the usual ceremony was then gone through 
amidst enthusiastic cheers. The directors and a large party of friends 
dined together during the afternoon, and in the evening a grand ball took 
place in the Athenaeum, which was attended by upwards of 1,000 ladies 
and gentlemen. {See June 20, 1850.) 

8. A terrific explosion of gas occurred this morning, in the 

Gas Company^s office, in Fawcett Street, Sunderland, by which the house 
was very much damaged, and several hundred panes of glass were de- 
stroyed in the neighbouring premises. 

10. As a scullerboat, containing ten persons, all boiler- 
builders, was crossing the Tyne from North to South Shields, a steamer, 
called the Alice, which was going down the river without any look-out, 
ran down the boat, and four of the men were drowned. 

13. Died, at Berwick, aged 72, Mr. Mark Jameson, twenty- 
nine years town-clerk of that borough. 

19. The London newspapers of this morning, containing the 

parliamentary debate on the budget, arrived in Newcastle at noon, the 
distance from the metropolis to Gateshead having been performed in six 
hoars and twenty minutes. 

20. Died, in Newcastle, aged 100, Mrs. Ann Lynn. 

22. The Bishop of Durham consecrated St. Ann's Chapel, 

Bishop Auckland. The edifice had been rebuilt and enlarged, from a design 
by Salvin, the Grammar School and Market-house having been removed 
for that purpose, and the cost of the building was about £3,200, of which 
the Bishop of Durham contributed £1,550. The chapel contains 750 sit- 
tings, 450 of which are free. 

22. As a party of workmen were proceeding from Newcastle 

to one of the coffer-dams for the high-level bridge, the boat in which they 
were conveyed accidentally upset, and four of the men were drowned. 

22. The " London Gazette" announced that Dr. Sumner, 

Bishop of Chester and Canon of Durham, had been " recommended" by her 
Majesty as Archbishop of Canterbury. [Dr. Sumner was succeeded in 
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the see of Chester by Dr. John Graham, master of Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge, and a native of Durham.] 

February. Twelve gold nobles of Edward IlL, enclosed in a bronze urn, 
were found about this time at Brinkbnm Priory, near Morpeth. 

. In the course of extensive alterations made daring this 

month in the church of Houghton-le-Spring, the recumbent effigy of a 
warrior, in armour, with the legs crossed, was discovered in the south 
transept. The monument rested under a spacious canopy, the whole of 
which had been covered with lath and plaster, by modem vandalism. 
The shield of the knight was not decipherable. 

. During the spring of this year, a pair of crows built their nest 

upon the sunamit of one of the spires at the east end of Durham Cathedral, 
llie birds remained until they had reared their brood. 

. About this time, the Rev. Thomas Burton Holgate, vicar of 

Bishopton, Durham, having levelled his parish church to the ground, 
rebuilt it at the joint expense of himself and sisters. They also presented 
it with three large bells, a clock, and a fine-toned organ by Hoggett, of 
Darlington; the entire cost incurred being upwards of £11,000, 

March 2. A dinner was given to Lord Elcho, at Wooler Cottage, by 
the admirers of fox-hunting. The chair was taken by the Hon. Captain 
Fred. Grey, and about seventy gentlemen sat down to the entertainment. 

6. Died, at North Shields, aged 1 00, Mrs. Jane Wilson. 

7. Died, in Newcastle, aged 64, Mr. Thomas Miles Richardson, 

artist. Tlic deceased was bom at the Ballast Hills, in that town, and 
from a very early age exhibited striking proofs of artistic capacity. When 
in his fifteenth year, he was apprenticed to Messrs Gibson and Usher, 
cabinet-makers, who soon after dissolved partnership, and Richardson 
served out his apprenticeship with Gibson, a man of dissipated and vulgar 
habits, who treated the youth with great severity. After his servitude 
had expired, he worked as a journeyman cabinet-maker for about five 
years, but in 1806 he was appointed master of St. Andrew's Charity 
School, which had become vacant by the death of his father, and the lei- 
sure which the situation afforded him for practice in his favourite art 
must have been much more valuable than the insignificant salary. A few 
years after, he commenced giving lessons in drawing, and continued to do 
so for about seven years, when his abilities as an artist became so gene- 
rally known that he was enabled to resign his school, and devote himself 
entirely to his profession. His first remarkable picture was " Newcastle, 
from Gateshead Fell," which was bought by the Corporation of his native 
town for fifty guineas, and which won the highest admiration of Sir T. 
Jjawrcnce, when on a visit at the Mansion House. His subsequent works 
were so exceedingly numerous as to render a list of them almost imprac- 
ticable. In 1822, Mr. Richardson established, in Newcastle, an annual 
exhibition of pictures by British artists, which was first carried on under 
the name of the " Northumberland Institution,*' in Brunswick Place, and 
afterwards (in conjunction with Mr. H. P. Parker) in the " Academy of 
Arts," Blackett Street, and, though both speculations were highly unremu- 
nerative, they undoubtedly gave a great impulse to the fine fljrts in the 
district. He had a numerous family, and his eldest son settled in London 
in early life, and soon won a very eminent name as an artist. Mr. Richard- 
son published a few engravings of great beauty ; amongst them was one 
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of St. Nicholas' Church, Newcastle, from which a reduced copy, executed 
by his friend, John Jackson, will be found at page 25. 

March 13. A Mechanics* Institute was established at Haltwhistle. 

20. Died, at Umballah, India, aged 71, Major-Greneral John 

Anthony Hodgson. The deceased was a native of Bishop Auckland, and 
received his education at Durham Grammar School. Li 1799, he em- 
barked for India, where he resided nearly all his life, and one of his most 
important and difficult duties was the survey, in 1817, of the rivers Granges 
and Jumna, and the determination of the heights and positions of the 
Himalaya mountains. These operations occupied a considerable period, in 
which great natural obstacles had to be overcome, and the results are well 
known to all geographical scholars, four sheets of the Great Atlas of India 
having been made from General Hodgson's trigonometrical surveys, and 
his authority being constantly appealed to on all questions relating to that 
part of India. His astronomical and geometrical observations were also 
made with a delicacy and accuracy which, when the resources at his com- 
mand are considered, appear quite surprising, and England has had few 
servants in her Eastern empire who have devoted themselves longer, more 
ardently, or more usefully, to her service. At the time of his death. 
General Hodgson was in command of the district of Kohilcund. 

23. A new Independent chapel was opened at Amble. 

24. A meeting was held in Durham, Professor Johnston in 

the chair, when it was resolved to establish an Athenseum in that city. 
Dr. Gilly was elected president of the new institution. 

24. Died, at Sunderland, aged 103, Mrs. Ann Gristle. 

27. An alarming fire broke out early this morning, in the 

premises occupied by Messrs Weatherilt and Marshall, drapers. Market 
Place, Bamardcastle, by which Mr. John Wetherilt, one of the partners 
in the firm, was burnt to death. Mr. Marshall, his partner, escaped un- 
injured, by getting upon the roof of the adjoining house, but a youth, 
named Loadman, who threw himself from one of the windows, was much 
hurt, and died shortly after. 

27. Mr. James Mather was entertained at a public dinner at 

the Golden Lion Hotel, South Shields, by the shipowners of the district, 
for his exertions in support of the Navigation Laws. About 100 gentle- 
men were present, the chair being filled by Mr. Robert Anderson, and the 
vice-chairs by Messrs J. Clay, R. H. Bell, and J. R. Robinson. 

27. Died, in London, aged 47, Mr. John Jackson, an eminent 

wood-engraver. The deceased was bom at Ovingham, near Newcastle, 
and at an early age he became an apprentice to Thomas Bewick. After 
passing a few years in Newcastle he set off for London, and amongst the 
first of his engravings which attracted attention were his illustrations to 
Northcote*s Fables. In 1832, he became connected with Mr. Knight 
and the " Penny Magazine," for which he executed many fine specimens 
of his art; and innumerable works from his hand may also be found in 
the Bible, History of England, Shakspere, &c., &c., brought out by the 
same publisher. In 1838, he published a laborious monument of his own 
ability — ^** A History of Wood Engraving," the literary portion of which 
was written by another Northumbrian, Mr. W. A. Chatto; and the trea- 
tise is one which will always be interesting to the admirers of art. A 
few of the cuts in this work are by Mr. Jackson, particularly the view of 
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St. Nicholas' Cbnrcb, at page 25, and the wreck of tbe Betsy Cains, at 
[>age 211- The foUowing, which ia also by him, is a view of Ovingham, 
and the fifth house iu the principal row (counting from the left) was the 
place of his birth. 




March 30. Diwi, at Harbottle Castle, aged 81, Thomas Clenndl, 
Esq. The deceased was for many years chairman of the Northumberland 
Quarter Sessions, and, during the French war, was Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the Newcastle Volunteers. He was many years an alderman of New- 
castle, and served tbe ofEice of mayor in 1S02-3. 

April 5. Died, at Bavington Hall, Robert Ingram Shafto, Esq. 

6. By an Order of tbe Lords of the Treasurj-, dated the SUt 

March, the port of Shields was constituted this day, on the petition of 
certain inhabitanta of those towns. (See p. 229.) The boundary between 
the new port and that of Newcastle was fixed to be "a supposed straight 
line drawn from the east end of Jarrow Quay to the cast end of White- 
hill Point." Blyth and Aliimuuth were also detached from Newcastle, 
the former being added to Berwick and the latter to ishields. Much re- 
joicing took place in North Shields on this division of the ancient port. 
Salutes of guns were fired from the New Quay and various factories; 
flags were exhibited in all available ]>laces, and two bands of music 
perambulated tbe streets. In the afternoon, all the shops were closed, and 
Mr. Michael Spencer having transacted the first business iu tbe new Cus- 
tom House by clearing some tobacco, the hogsheads were drawn to his 
f remises in gaily decorated carts. A procession of the inhabitants, with 
annera and music, passed through the principal streets to the Northum- 
berland Arms, when the " Port of Shields " was toasted amidst loud 
cheering, and the rejoicings were wound up in the evening by a display 
of fireworks. 

18. A fire broke out this morning, : 

Darlington, formerly the residence of the 
school by Mr. Duranville. The premises i 



£600, and tbe occupier lost all his furniture and books. 



1 Houndgate, 
n family, but occupied as a 
a damaged to the extent of 
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April 18. Died, at Durham, aged 66, George Townsend Fox, Esq., 
F. L. 8., a gentleman of considerable literary and scientific attainments, 
and author of a " Synopsis of the Newcastle Museum," with memoirs of 
Mr. Tuustall and Mr. Allan, published in 1827. 

24. A Polytechnic Exhibition, on behalf of the funds of the 

Natural History and Fine Arts Societies, in Newcastle, was opened by a 
soiree and promenade. The arrangements were almost precisely similar 
to those made for the exhibition in 1840 {see p. 124), and the collection 
of works of art and manufacture was quite as valuable and interesting as 
on that occasion. Mr. W. G. Armstrong's newly-invented hydraulic en- 
gine was used instead of a steam-engine for putting the various machinery 
in motion, and its novelty attracted much attention. The Lecture 
Room, in Nelson Street, was also appropriated to the exhibition, and con- 
tained a colossal organ, by Nicholson, and a large microscope. The ex- 
hibition closed on the 2nd October, when there had been 101,518 single 
admissions; 3,446 admissions to soirees; and 6,928 school children, (&c. ; 
whilst the sale of season tickets had reached 4,439. The exhibition, how- 
ever, was not so successful in a pecuniary point of view as might have 
been expected, the net profits not having exceeded £150. 

26. Married, at Chester-le-Street, the Eight Hon. Lord 

Hawke to Frances, eldest daughter of Walker Featherstonhaugh, Esq., of 
the Hermitage, Che«ter-le-Street. 

. A portrait of Mr. John Tinley, many years chairman of the 

Tynemouth Board of Guardians, was placed in the board-room, at the 
expense of a numerous body of the inliabitants. 

May 5. As a train on the Hartlepool and Clarence Junction Railway 
was passing through Lord Howden's plantations, near Wingate, a spark 
from the engine set fire to the underwood, and upwards of twenty-five acres 
of the plantation were consumed. 

10. Early this morning, a fire broke out in the premises of 

Mr. Stewart, boat-builder. Low Lights, North Shields, which was not 
extinguished until the workshop had been burnt to the ground, and part 
of the stock, as well as a portion of the Whitley coal staith, had also 
been destroyed. 

15. Died, in the Infirmary, Newcastle, aged 54, John Dennis, 

alias " Radical Jack." Tlie deceased, who had evidently received an excel- 
lent education, was well known in the neighbourhood as a hawker of 
cheap publications, and his ready wit and gi'eat command of language made 
him an especial favourite with the multitude. As may be supposed, in- 
temperance was his bane, and many efforts w^ere misuccessfully made to 
rescue him from those degraded habits to which he at last fell a victim. 

23. A crowded public meeting of the inhabitants of South 

Shields was held, T. Bell, Esq., in the chair, to protest against any altera- 
tion in the Navigation Laws. Resolutions to that effect were carried 
unanimously. May 24, a meeting was held in North Shields, John 
Dryden, Esq., presiding, with a like result. Similar meetings were held 
at Sunderland, and other towns on the coast. 

24. The foundation-stone of a new church, int^ndeil to be 

erected at Seghill, was laid by John Carr, Esq., of Roseworth. The church 
is in the early English style of architecture, from a design by Messrs J. 
and B. Green, and accommoilatcjs 530 hearere. The edifice, which cost 
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£1,700, was opened March 1], 1849, when a sermon was preached hy the 
Rev. Dr. Gilly. It was consecrated on the 21st July foUowing, hy the 
Bishop of Dnrham. 

Ma^ 29. A violent storm of thunder and lightning, accompanied with 
heavy showers of rain, visited the neighhoorhood of Sunderland, and much 
damage was done in the low part of that town hy the flooding of cellars 
and shops. A poor woman, named Fox, who lived in an nndeiground 
kitchen, in Bishopwearmouth, was onahle to escape from her ahode in 
consequence of a sudden rush of water into it, and she and two children 
were drowned. Bishopwearmouth church was struck hy the lightning; 
the damage, however, being unimportant. A farm house, near South 
Shields, was also struck, and the windows forced out; and several acci- 
dents from the flood also occurred in the latter town. At Netherton, near 
Morpeth, a pitman was struck dead by the lightning as he was returning 
home. 

31. At a meeting of the proprietors of the Newcastle and 

Carlisle Railway Company, it was resolved to lease their line to Mr. Hud- 
son, chairman of the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway Company. 
The terms offered by Mr. Hudson were six per cent, on the share capital, 
for three years, and afterwards seven per cent, in perpetuity. The lease 
was, however, terminated by agreement on the 1st January, 1850. 

June 1. Berwick-upon-Tweed became an English port, and its limits 
were appointed to extend from St. Abb*s Head to the south side of the 
river Aln. 

8. Died, at Darlington, aged 104, Mrs. Mary Brown. 

15. At a meeting at Hexham, it was resolved to form a 

" Northern Union of Mechanics' Institutes," for the interchange of 
opinions and advice, the procuring of lectures at a cheap rate, &c., &c. 

19. The new railway station at Monkwearmouth, which had 

been for some time in course of erection for the York, Newcastle, and 
Berwick Railway Company, was opened The front of the station is 296 
feet in length, having a colonnade 36 feet in height, with four massive 
columns. The design is a copy of the Ionic temple on the Ilyssus near 
Athens, and from its position and elevated site it forms a prominent and 
attractive object in the town. The architect was Mr. Moore, of Sunder- 
land. 

21. The boiler of a steam-tug called the Neptune, belonging 

to Shields, burst when at sea, killing the master, Benjamin Baxter, and 
severely injuring another man. 

22. A terrific thunder storm, accompanied with rain, occurred 

in the neighbourhood of Haydon Bridge. Two stone bridges on the line 
of the Alston tumpike-road were carried away by the flood, and several 
others were partially destroyed. An unoccupied cottage was set on fire 
by the lightning and burnt down, and several cattle and sheep were killed 
in various localities. 

25. A man, named Thomas Mitchell, murdered his illegiti- 
mate infant child in Sandgate, Newcastle, by taking it by the legs and 
dashing it down again. February 22, 1849, he was tried for the murder 
before Baron Alderson, and sentenced to death, but was afterwardp 
respited in consequence of decided symptoms of insanity. 

Julif 1. Died, at South Shields, aged 100, Mrs. Ann Bulmcr. 
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Jvly 4. A swarm of bees alighted upon a lamp-post in the High 
Street, Stockton, and took possession of the interior of it. They were 
dislodged with some difficulty. 

6. The fine arch, of eighty feet span, erected over Dean Street, 

Newcastle, for the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway was finished, 
and the wooden scaffolding was removed this day. 

15. Died, at Berwick, aged 80, John Miller Dickson, Esq., 

many years chairman of the Harbour Commissioners, chairman of the 
River Tweed Commissioners, a magistrate, and mayor of the town in 1837. 

18. The Blenheim, of 1,500 tons burthen, was launched by 

Messrs T. and W. Smith, of St. Peter's, near Newcastle. 

20. A splendid service of plate was presented to Matthew 

Plummer, Esq., for fifteen years chairman of the Newcastle and Carlisle 
Railway Company, by the shareholders of that undertaking, '^ as a mark 
of their approbation of his gratuitous services." The presentation took 
place in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle; Mr. Bell, M.P., presiding. 

20. At the Thames Regatta, London, the champion prize of 

£100 for four-oared boats was won by the St. Agnes, of Newcastle, beat- 
ing several of the best London watermen. The crew consisted of R., W., 
and H. Clasper, and J. Wilkinson ; G. Oliver, coxswain. 

27. A wooden bridge over the river Tyne at Warden, forming 

a portion of the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway, was ignited by a cinder 
from one of the engines, and was totally destroyed in a few hours. 

28. The Exchange clock, Sandhill, Newcastle, was lighted up 

with gas. 

30. A destructive fire broke out this evening, in Ridley Court, 

Groat Market, Newcastle, in the bar of a spirit-shop kept by Mr. Carr. 
For some time all exertions to subdue the progress of the flames were 
quite ineffectual, and they soon consumed the entire contents of Mr. Carr's 
premises, and then broke into two shops on the ground floor, fronting the 
Groat Market, and occupied by Mr. Balls, cheesemonger, and Mr. Honey- 
man, grocer. These also were quickly destroyed, and during a rash attempt 
to save a portion of Mr. Balls' stock the floor above gave way, and Elijah 
Galloway, foreman of the Newcastle fire-engine, was thrown down and 
burnt to death. The tenants who resided above the spirit-shop lost 
almost all their furniture, but providentially they escaped any personal 
injury. The building in which the fire broke out was originally erected 
for an assembly room, for which purpose it was used till the completion 
of the rooms in Westgate Street, in 1776. In 1798, the Literary and 
Philosophical Society took possession of it, the large room being used as a 
library until July, 1825, when the society also evacuated it for nobler 
premises ; it was afterwards the hall of the Newcastle Lodge of Free- 
masons, and subsequently a school and lecture-room, in which latter capa- 
city it bad been used by Mr. Joseph Barker within a few hours of its 
destruction. 

August 2. At Durham assizes, just after Mr. Justice Cresswcll had 
sentenced an Irishman, named Edward Coyle, to seven years' transportation 
for housebreaking, Coyle pulled off one of his iron-shod " brogues " and 
hurled it at the judge's head. The formidable missile, which might have 
put an abrupt termination to his lordship's judicial labours, fortunately 
stmck him on the breast, and inflicted no serious injury. 



2-18 LOCAL RECOKD8; OB, [1648. 

Augmt 3. The ancient Norman Keep, which originally gave a same 
to Newcastle, was this evening the scene of b festivity to which it bad 
long been a stranger, the Antiquarian Society having conclnded the re- 
storatioDof thebnilding(Mep. 241), hy giving a grand banqnet in its noble 
hall. The decorations of the apartment were in excellent tast«, ancient 
anns and armour being hnng upon the walls; the banners of Robert, Duke 
of Normandy (the founder of the Castle), Percy, Neville, Mowbray, Rat- 
cliffe, Widdnngtou, Copeland, Clavering, Delaval, Dacre, Ogle, Urofreville, 
Bertram, Lumley, Hilton, Swinburne, Howard, Fenwick, and Riddelt, 
mingled with the arms of England, Northumbria, St. Cuthbert, and New- 
castle; whilst gas, introduced iu the semblance of lighted torches, spread 
a brilliant illumination over the scene. The Duke of Northumberlaod 
occupied the chair, supported by the mayor of Newcastle (S. Lowrey, Esq.) 
and thefaigh'sherifTof the county (Gleorge Burdon, Esq.); and SirOharlea 
Monck, Bart., and J. H. Hinde, Esq., presided over the side tables. A 
boar's head was placed in the centre of his grace's table, and the dinner 
comprised every delicacy of the season, the confectionery being remarkably 
appropriate and beautiful. The company entered the Castle on the south 
side, where they were nshercd into the guard-room, and two of bis grace's 
pipers were in attendance and played appropriate airs at intervals during 
the evening. The company was addressed after the banquet by the noble 
chairman, the Hon. H. T. I^iddell, Mr. Ord, M. P., the mayor of New- 
castle, the high-sheriff of Northumberland, the vicar of Newcastle, Mr. J, 
H. Hinde, the Hon. and Rev. F. R. Grey, Mr. A. J. B. Cresswell, SirM. 
W. Ridley, Bart., Mr. Ralph Carr, Sir Cuthbert Sharp, I-ord James 
Stuart, Mr. Warren, Q.C., Mr. J. Clayton, Mr. Adamson, Dr. Charlton, 
Rev. J. C. Bruce, and others, and the interesting proceedings did not termi- 
nate until a, late hour. On the following evening, a promenade was held 
in the Castle, which was densely crowded, and Mr. Bruce'e description of 
ancient Norman life and manners was listened to with great interest. 




I NuM'castle, Elizabeth Julinson, the last Genale 
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bricklayers' labourer in that town. She had followed that strange oc- 
cupation for a female for upwards of forty years. 

August 5. A trial took place at Newcastle assizes, before Mr. Justice 
Crcsswell, between the master and brethren of the Trinity House of that 
town and Mr. C. F. Hamond, a merchant, the object of which was to 
test the right of the Trinity House to levy a due, called primage, of 2d. 
per ton on all merchandise entering the Tyne. The jury returned a ver- 
dict establishing the claim: 

6. Died, at Broomhaugh, near Hexham, aged 80, Mr. John 

Shield, formerly an extensive wholesale grocer in Newcastle. Mr. Shield 
possessed poetic powers of a high order, and while many of his local songs 
have considerable excellence for their humour and imagination, some of 
his graver pieces were deservedly admired for their elegance and sweet- 
ness. Perhaps his best comic production was the song of " My Lord 
'Size," written on the accidental fall into the river Tyne of Mr. Baron 
Graham ; and of a serious character, his song of " Poor Tom, the blind 
boy," and the verses he addressed to Greathead, one of the inventors of 
the life-boat, prove Mr. Shield's versatile talent, and give some idea of 
the eminence to which he might have aspired in that branch of literature. 

12. Died, at Tapton House, Staffordshire, aged 67, Mr. George 

Stephenson, civil engineer, K.L., F.G.S. — a rare example of the rise of 
humble virtue, talent, and industry, to the most envied station in society. 
The deceased was bom in a cottage, situated between Wylam and Close 
House, near Newcastle, on the 9th June, 1781. His father was fireman 
of the pumping-engine at Wylam colliery, and the boy was sent to the 
pit at an early age, being employed as a " corf bitter," at the wages of 
sixpence a-day. When about fourteen years of age, his father removed 
to the neighbourhood of Walbottle, a little nearer to Newcastle, and the 
youth soon after became a "brakesman" at Black Callerton colliery. 
When about eighteen, he was taught by an old schoolmaster to read, 
write, and cast accounts, and he defrayed the expense of his education by 
mending the shoes of his fellow-workmen, an occupation in which he be- 
came very expert, and to which he afterwards added shoemaking and last- 
making. When in his twenty-first year, he removed to Willington, be- 
coming brakesman upon an incline attached to a ballast wharf ; and he 
then married his first wife, Fanny Henderson, with whom he had be- 
come acquainted at Callerton, and by whom he had his only son, the pre- 
sent Mr. Robert Stephenson, M.P., bom December 16, 1803. In 1804, 
he removed to Killingworth, having been engaged as brakesman for the 
colliery of the Grand Allies, at West Moor. Not long after, he succeeded 
in discovering and removing a defect in a new steam-engine, which had 
eluded the skill of all the engineers of the neighbourhood, and his success 
in bringing the engine into working order was so complete, that he was in 
a short time entrusted with the entire management of the machinery be- 
longing to the colliery. He was afterwards sent down the mine to see 
whether he could effect any saving of the labour required to draw the 
coals from the deeper portion of the workings, and he speedily made 
such alterations as reduced the number of horses in the pit from one 
hundred to fifteen or sixteen. From the oft-recurring explosions of gas, 
of which he was a witness at the colliery, his attention was drawn to 
the subject during his leisure hours; and at the very time Sit K^q;:c£v.- 
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phrey Davy was [)ur8uing his investigations, and before that philosopher 
had come to any determination upon it, Mr. Stephenson discovered, by 
independent experiments, that explosive mixtures will not pass through 
small apertures or tubes. His first safety-lamp was made by Mr. Hogg, 
a tinsmith in Newcastle, and it was tried at Killingworth colliery on tiie 
21st October, 1815 — some days antecedent to Sir Humphrey's earliest 
announcement of the lamp which bears his name. Both gentlemen, ac- 
cordingly, had their partisans; Sir Humphrey was feasted in Newcastle 
and honoured with a magnificent testimonial, and Mr. Stephenson*s 
friends rewarded their proteg6's exertions by a gift of £1,000, which, 
with a silver tankard, were presented to him in January^ 1818, at a din- 
ner in the Assembly Rooms, at which G. J. Brandling, £Lsq., presided. 
IVevious to this date, however, he had constructed a Locomotive 
Engine,* which was tried for the first time on the 25th July, 1814, and 
although it is impossible to award him all the praise due to the invention 
of that wonderful machine, which has revolutionised all former ideas of 
commercial intercourse, has annihilated distance, and everywhere become 
the herald of enlightenment and civilization, it cannot be doubted that his 
improvements in its manufacture have placed his name in immortal con- 
nexion with it. His progress thenceforth was rapid : in 1821, he was 
engaged by the promoters of the Stockton and Darlington Railway to 
make the surveys for that undertaking; and in 1824 he established an 
engine manufactory in Newcastle, where, in the following year, the first 
locomotive was constructed according to the present principle of traction. 
In 1829, his connection commenced with the Liverpool and Manchester 
Railway, and his achievements upon that line over ignorance and prejudice, 
as well as over the greatest physical obstacles, may be said to belong to 
the history of the country. With the assistance of his son, he afterwards 
constructed the London and Birmingham, the Manchester and Leeds, and 
many other railways, not only in England, but in Belgium, France, Grer- 

* " The first locomotive that I made was at Killing\%'orth colliery, and with Lord Ra- 
vensworth's money. That engine waa made thirty- two years ago, and we called it * My 
I>ord.' I said to my friends that there was no limit to the speed of snch an engine, provided 
the works could be made to stand. In this respect great perfection has been reached, and, 
in consequence, a very hi|;h velocity has been attaint. In what has been done under my 
manaf^emcnt, the merit is onlv in part mv own. I have been most ably seconded and aa- 
siHte<l bv niy son. In the earlier period of my career, and when he was* a little boy, I aaw 
how dcticient I was in education, and made up my mind that he should not labour under the 
same defect, but that I would put him to a good school, and give him a liberal training. I 
was, however, a poor man ; and how do you think I managed ? I betook myself to mend- 
ing my neighbours' clocks and watches at nights after my daily laboiur was done, and thus 
1 procured the means of educating my son. Ho became my assistant and my companion. 
He got an appointment as under-viewer, and at nights we worked together at our engineer- 
ing. I got leave to go from Killingworth to lav down a railway at Hetton, and next to 
Darlington ; and after that I went to Liverpool to plan a line to Manchester. I there pledged 
myself to attain a 8t)ecd or ten miles an hour. I said I had no doubt the locomotive might 
!>e'made to go much faster, but we had better be moderate at the beginning. The directors 
said I was quite right, for if, when they went to Parliament, I talked of going at a greater 
rate than ten miles an hour, I would put a * cross on the concern.* It was not an easy task 
for n " ' " 

ba^t. 




that I was mad. But I put up with every rebuff, and went on with my plans, determineii 
not to be put down. Asslntance gradually increased — imj)rovcraents were made every day — 
and to-day, a train, which started froiii London in the morning, has brought me in tlie 
afternoon to my native soil, and enabled me to take mv place in this rc»om, and to see 
around mo many happy frnx-s, which I have great pleasure fn looking upon." — Mr, Stepktn- 
gtm'n Hf^jf^h in Neirvtistk^ Jutu 1«, 1811. 
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many, Italy, and Spain, and his fame as an engineer is as wide in its ex- 
tent as it probably will be unlimited in its duration. Mr. IStepbenson was 
to the last a man of plain, unassuming manners, neither ashamed of his 
humble origin nor forgetful of his early associates ; and a few months be- 
fore his death, in answer to a gentleman who was desirous of knowing 
what honorary initials he was entitled to use, he replied that many honours 
had been offered him at home and abroad, which he had declined to accept, 
and almost the only title which he held, and certainly the one of which he 
was most proud, was that of " President of the Birmingham Mechanics' 
Institute." An interesting biography of Mr. Stephenson, by Mr. S. Smiles, 
was published in 1857, and it contains a very striking portrait of the de- 
ceased, engraved by W. Holl, from a full-length j>icture by Lucas. [In 
July and August, 1845, the Midland, the York and North Midland, the 
Newcastle and Darlington, and the Newcastle and Berwick Railway Com- 
panies, severally voted the sum of £2,000, to be expended in the purchase 
of a service of plate for Mr. Stephenson, and in the erection of his statue 
on the high-level bridge across the T3me. It is little to the credit of these 
great companies that their resolutions were never carried out.] 

August 15. An explosion of gas occurred in the Polka pit, at Mur- 
ton, near South Hetton, the property of Messrs Braddyll and Co., when 
fifteen men and boys were killed, and several others much burnt. Up- 
wards of one hundred persons were in the mine at the time, and but for 
the presence of mind of one of the workmen, who was able to lead the 
others to a shaft, the whole of them would have been sufibcated. 

18. During a violent storm at sea, a fishing-boat, belonging 

to Newbiggen, was upset, and the crew, consisting of three persons, were 
drowned. 

22. The foundation-stone of a new Roman Catholic chapel 

was laid at Wycliffe, near Darlington. 

24. The Very Rev. Dr. Hogarth, Vicar-General, was conse- 
crated Bishop of Samosata and Vicar- Apostolic of the Northern District, 
at the Roman Catholic College at Ushaw. 

29. The temporary timber viaduct over the Tyne from the 

railway station at Gateshead to the Castle Garth, Newcastle, was opened, 
when a train of carriages, containing Mr. George Hudson and several of the 
directors of the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway, and their friends, 
passed over it. The bridge was gaily decorated with flags, and immense 
crowds of spectators received the party with deafening cheers, and every 
other token of rejoicing. The train proceeded to tlie station in the 
Manors, where Mr. Hudson and his friends alighted, and they proceeded 
to the Queen's Head Inn, where a magnificent entertainment had been 
provided by the mayor of Newcastle. September 1, trains commenced 
running regularly over the viaduct, when the workmen employed on the 
erections, numbering about 1,300, were regaled at several of the inns in 
Newcastle. 

31. Major John Phillpotts, son of the Bishop of Exeter, drop- 
ped down dead in the Queen's Head Inn, Newcastle, where he was tem- 
porarily sojourning. 

Sqttember 4. The toll ui)on Morpeth Bridge was discontinued; the 
entire cost of the bridge (£9,500), with interest, having been paid of!*. 

11. A cricket match commenced between eleven of All En^- 



252 LOCAL records; or, [1848. 

land and twenty-two of Bishopwearmonth and district, and was continned 
until the 13tL. It resulted in the victory of All England, with 157 
notches to spare. 

September 17. St. John's Church, Newcastle, was re*K>pened, after 
undergoing considerable alterations. In taking down the chancel, the 
piscina of the church and several inscribed stones were found by the 
worlanen, and were presented to the Society of Antiquaries. 

18. The baths and wash-houses erected by the Corporation of 

Newcastle for the lower classes, on the New Road, at a cost of £1,680, 
were inaugurated by the mayor (Mr. Lowrey) in the presence of a nume* 
rous body of the Council. The baths were opened on the following day. 

19. A grand bazaar was held at Stockton, in aid of the 

funds of the church at Thorpe. The Marchioness of Londonderry pre- 
sided at the principal stall, and the entire proceeds were upwards of £500. 

20. Jenny Lind, the famous vocalist, appeared in the Theatre 

Royal, Newcastle, in the opera of ** La Sonnambula.'* The greatest en- 
thusiasm was exhibited by all classes, and the theatre, notwithstanding 
the high prices of admission (dress boxes, £1 lis. 6d. ; upper boxes and 
pit, £1 Is.; and gallery, 10s. 6d.), was densely crowded. The receipts 
were upwards of £1,100. 

24. Died, near Durham, very suddenly, aged 59, Maj<Mr 

James Wemyss, chief constable of the Durham Rural Police. November 
7, Major G. F. White was appointed chief constable. 

29. Died, at Gateshead Fell, aged 100, Jane Hetherington. 

The Com Exchange, Morpeth, erected at the expense of the 

Corporation, was opened this month. 

October 2. Mr. W. J. Vollum was elected mayor of Hartlepool. 

5. A bazaar was opened in Darlington, in aid of ihe building 

fund for St. John's Church, in that town, llie proceeds amounted to 
upwards of £430. 

10. Passenger trains commenced running over the temporary 

timber viaduct across the Tweed, at Berwick, thus completing the east 
coast line of railway from London to Edinburgh. Much rejoicing took 
place at Berwick in celebration of the event. 

18. A dinner was given by the Whittle Dean Water Com- 
pany, Newcastle, to celebrate the opening of the company's works. Mr. 
Alderman Potter presided, and the mayor of Newcastle and several other 
gentlemen, who had during the morning inspected the reservoirs at Whit- 
tle Dean (43 J acres in extent), expressed their satisfaction and delight at 
what they had witnessed. 

20. A fire broke out in Longhoughton church, near Alnwick, 

from the ignition of some soot in the flues. Considerable damage was 
done before the flames were extinguished. 

20. A public meeting of the inhabitants of North Shields was 

held in the Town Hall, Captain Linskill presiding, to consider the pro- 
priety of petitioning her Majesty to grant the town a charter of incor- 
poration. Mr. Mease, Dr. Fenwick, Mr. R. Pow, and other gentlemen, 
addressed the meeting in su]>port of the scheme of incorporation, and 
resolutions carrying out their views were carried by show of hands; Mr. 
Richmond being the only speaker in opposition to the proposed measure. 

21. Died, in Durham, aged 78, the Hon. and Rev. Gerald 
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Valerian Wellesley, D.D., fifth son of the first Earl of Momington, and 
brother of the Duke of Wellington. The deceased held the fifth stall in 
Durham Cathedral, and had been rector of Bishopwearmouth since 1827. 
The Hev. J. P. Eden succeeded him in the latter benefice. 

October 29. A serious accident occurred this evening, on the York, 
Newcastle, and Berwick Railway, about half-a-mile from Boldon station, 
by the collision of the mail train from London with a special train of work- 
men who had been repairing the line, and who had carelessly allowed their 
engine to run out of water. Three of the workmen were killed on the 
spot, and several persons in both the trains suffered considerable injury. 

November, During this month, a party of Bosjesmans, from the interior 
of Africa, were exhibited in this district. Their diminutive forms, and 
strange language, excited much astonishment. 

9. The following gentlemen were elected chief magistrates of 

the towns in this district : — Newcastle^ Captain James Dent Weatherley 
(Nathaniel Grace Lambert, sherifi). Gateshead^ George Hawks. Sunder- 
land, Joseph Simpson. Durham, William Henderson. Stockton, John 
Eeles. Morpeth, William Trotter, M.D. Berwick, H. G. C. Clarke, 
M.D. (Patrick Clay, sheriff). 

20. An oak tree of large dimensions, and about 15 tons in 

weight, which, it was supposed, had lain in the river Tyne for many 
centuries, was extricated from the Cockraw sand, about ^\q miles be- 
low Newcastle. The greater part of it was quite sound, and a portion of 
it was applied for by the architect of the Coal Exchange, London, and used 
by him in forming the beautiful tessellated fioor of that building. 

24. A fatal attack of cholera morbus broke out in Fighting 

Cock Yard, Monkwearmouth, and ^ye deaths took place on this and the 
following day. The epidemic immediately spread to the neighbouring 
colliery, and a number of deaths occurred there. December 8, a fatid 
case of cholera occurred in Newcastle, but the attacks in that town were 
on the whole inconsiderable. 

25. This morning, the workshops of Mr. Chubb, furniture 

broker, New Boad, Newcastle, were entirely consumed by fire. Part of 
the stock was saved, and a subscription was raised on behalf of Mr. 
Chubb, who was uninsured. 

25. The clock of St. Mary's Church, Gateshead, was lighted 

with gas. 

25. A desperate affray took place at Croxdale, near Durham, 

betw^n the gamekeepers of Mr. Salvin and a party of poachers. One of 
the latter, named Coulson, died of his wounds a few days after, and a 
gamekeeper was very seriously injured. 

— — 27. A fire broke out this evening, on board the brig John and 
Richard, of Sunderland, in the west dock, Hartlepool. The vessel was 
burnt to the water's edge. 

December 4. The estate of Collingwood, in the parishes of Whittiugham 
and Alnham, Northumberland, was sold by auction, in London, to the 
Hon. H. T. Liddell (now Lord Ravensworth), for £60,000. The estate 
comprised 1,960 acres, and the yearly rent amounted to £2,045. 

■ 7. The foundation-stone of an English Presbyterian chapel 

was laid in Frederick Street, South Shields. 

— 19. Died, at Bishopwearmouth, aged 49, Tliomas Bruntoii, 
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Esq., town-clerk of Sunderland. December 27, Thomas Snowball, Esq., 
was elected to the vacant office. 

December 19. A singular accident occurred at Trimdon colliery. A 
little boy, nephew of a pitman named Dinning, had been sent for some 
milk, and on carrying it home he fell and spilled it. On informing his 
uncle of the accident, the latter threw a bag of gunpowder, 6ft. weight, at 
the boy*s head, and the bag bursting by the violence of the blow, a por- 
tion of the gunpowder went into the ffre, and the whole exploded. The 
house was nearly destroyed. The boy, as well as another child, was 
killed by the explosion, and the other inmates were much burnt. 

20. Died, at Bournemouth, Hants, aged 56, Thomas Went- 

worth Beaumont, Esq., of Bywell Hall, Northumberland, and Bretton 
Park, Yorkshire. The deceased was eldest son of Colonel T. R. Beaumont, 
by Diana, daughter and heiress of Sir T. W. Blackett, Bart., of Hexham 
Abbey. Mr. Beaumont succeeded to the representation of Northumber- 
land on the retirement of his father, in 1818, and he was re-chosen in 1820 
without opposition. At the next general election — the memorable one of 
1826 — four candidates came forward, and the result of a most arduous, 
protracted, and expensive contest was the return of Mr. Liddell and Mr. 
Bell, the latter having a majority of 45 votes over Mr. Beaumont. During 
this election the deceased fought a duel on Bamburgh sands with Mr. 
Lambton, afterwards Earl of Durham. In January, 1827, Mr. Beaumont 
was returned for Stafford, after a very close contest with Mr. Spooner. In 
1830, on Mr. Liddell retiring, Mr. Beaumont again became member for 
Northumberland, and in 1831 (in which year, by the death of his mother, 
he acquired possession of her valuable estates), he was returned without 
opposition. In 1832, on the division of the county, he successfully con- 
t^^stcd the southern division, which he continued to represent until 1837, 
when he retired, owing to declining health. Mr. Beaumont was a Tory 
and a member of the Pitt Club in early life, but from 1820 he was gene- 
rally considered an " advanced Liberal," and his munificent generosity of 
disposition secured him the attachment of a very numerous body of friends. 
He was one of the chief originators of the " Westminster Review ,** to 
which, it was understood, ho contributed some papers. There is an en- 
graved portrait of him, from a fine painting by Ramsay. Mr. Beaumont 
was succeeded by his eldest son, Mr. Wcntworth Blackett Beaumont, who 
at his father's death, was in his 20th year. 

23. As a boat, containing five persons, was proceeding from 

Middlesbro' to Stockton, it was accidentally upset by the force of the cur- 
rent, and two men, a woman, and a boy, were drowned. 

30. Died, at Brussels, aged 74, Robert William Brandling, 

Esq., of Low Gosforth, near Newcastle. The deceased was for many 
years one of the receivers of the Greenwich Hospital estates in the 
North of England, and for a lengthened period chairman of the Northern 
Coal Trade. In 1835 he brought before the public the project of a rail- 
way to connect Newcastle with South Shields and Sunderland, and the 
line, which was soon after carried into effect, and was known as the Brand- 
ling Junction Railway until its amalgamation with the Newcastle and 
Darlington Company, proved one of the most important in the district. 
He afterwards proposed to cross the Tyne by a bridge from Newcastle to 
Gateshead at a high level, plans and sections of which undertaking were 
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exhibited in 1840. In 1845, he projected a short railway from the north- 
em suburbs of Newcastle into the country, for the removal of manure, 
&c., and the bringing of coals in return, but this scheme was not carried 
out. Mr. Brandling was for many years an active county magistrate, and 
was well known and respected by all classes in the district. January 16, 
1849, his remains arrived at Newcastle, and were interred on the same 
day at Gosforth. 

December 30. The new and elegant bridge over Galley's Gill, Bishop- 
wearmouth, erected by the Earl of Durham, was opened. It is one of the 
largest timber bridges in the kingdom. 

1849, Januai*y 1. The Old and Borough of Tynemouth Gas Companies 
were amalgamated. 

3. Died, in Newcastle, aged 68, James Archbold, Esq., an 

alderman and magistrate of that town. Mr. Archbold served the office of 
mayor in 1846-7. He left a large fortune ; and, amongst other legacies 
to charitable objects, he devised £4,500 to the Corporation to found an 
hospital for twelve poor widows, but the Statute of Mortmain rendered 
that portion of his will a nullity. A very elegant mural monument to 
the memory of Mr. Archbold has been erected in St. Nicholas' Church, 
Newcastle. 

4. Tlie inhabitants of Sunderland presented the Rev. Wm. 

Webb, late rector of the parish, with a beautiful silver candelabrum, as a 
mark of their estimation of his services. Mr. Webb, who had been pre- 
ferred to the rectory of Winston, was succeeded at Sunderland by the Rev. 
H. Peters. 

4. A fire broke out this evening, in the premises of Mr. Wm. 

Davison, brewer, Monkseaton, and the flames were not subdued until the 
whole of the stables and a large malting had been consumed. 

11. This evening, William J. VoUum, Esq., mayor of Hart- 
lepool, accidentally fell into the Victoria Dock, in that town, and was 
drowned. The deceased, who was in his 38th year, was manager of 
Messrs. Backhouse's bank in Hartlepool, and was the owner of consider- 
able property in the neighbourhood. January 22, Edward Tumbull, Esq., 
was elected mayor for the remainder of the municipal year. 

14. The parish church of Wolsingham was re-opened for Di- 
vine service; With the exception of the tower, the whole of the edifice had 
been rebuilt, from designs by Mr. Nicholson, of Wolsingham. The cost 
of the restorations was £1,200, exclusive of the chancel, which was re- 
constructed by the rector, the Rev. J. Blackett. 

16. A beautiful private chapel, erected by the Marquis of 

Londonderry at Wynyard, was opened for Divine service. 

19. A destructive fire broke out this morning, about half- 
past four o'clock, in Angas' Court, Bigg Market, Newcastle, in the ex- 
tensive coach manufactory of Mr. Henry Angus. The fire-engines were 
promptly on the spot, and a plentiful supply of water was obtained, but 
such was the rapidity of the flames that by seven o'clock the factory 
was entirely gutted, and the building, together with the shops of Mr. 
Keenleyside, grocer, and Mr. Wilson, painter, in St. John's Lane, was left 
a heap of ruins. Three old houses in Fighting Cocks' Yard, were also 
destroyed; and the surrounding property was greatly damaged by the in- 
tense heat of the flames. The manufactory had been substantially built 
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after the still more extensive fire which occurred on the same site on the 
29th January, 1830, and the damage amounted to several thousand 
pounds. [An attempt was made by the Corporation to take advantage 
of this opportunity for continuing Grainger Street to the Central Railway 
Station, but the design was ultimately abandoned.] 

January 20. Died, at Innspmck, aged 84, General Baron Swinburne, 
chamberlain of the Emperor of Austria, K. M. T., &c. The deceased was 
the last surviving brother of Sir John E. Swinburne, Bart., of Capheaton. 

20. Died, in the Butcher Bank, Newcastle, aged 104, Mrs. 

Mary Newton. 

21. Mr. John Elliott, under-viewer at Monkwearmouth col- 
liery, accidentally fell down the shaft of that pit (a depth of 1,800 feet) 
and was dashed to pieces. 

21. A shocking murder was committed at Trundle Myers, 

near West Auckland, on a man named Gteorge May, a game-watcher in 
the service of the Di^ke of Cleveland. May had given evidence against 
Thompson and Dowson for the murder of the watcher, named Shirley, in 
February, 1848 {see page 240), audit was supposed he had been murdered 
by some friends of these men. He was found with his head nearly blown 
off, and the foot-marks of two persons were traced for some distance from 
the place. Shortly afterwards, three men, named Neasham, Sampson, 
and Peverell, were apprehended, when they mutually criminated each 
other; and on the 28th of July Neasham was tried for the murder at 
Durham, before Mr. Justice Patteson, the others giving evidence against 
him. He was, however, acquitted. 

22. Died, at the Elms, Worcestershire, aged 72, Vice-Admi- 
ral Thomas James Maling, eldest son of C. T. Maling, Esq., of West 
Herrington and Hendon, near Sunderland. The deceased entered the 
navy in 1791, and saw much service during the war. He was brother to 
the Dowager Countess of Mulgrave (mother of the Marquis of Norman- 
by), and her ladyship survived him only a few weeks. 

23. The workshop of Mr. A. Thompson, cabinet-maker. Bishop 

Auckland, was totally destroyed by fire. 

23. The Newcastle Eastern Free Dispensary was established. 

The institution was amalgamated with the Newcastle Dispensary in June, 
1855. 

26. A fire broke out this evening, in the premises of Mr. 

Buckham, sail-maker, Tuthill Stairs, Newcastle, and the stock was en- 
tirely consumed in a very short time. 

27. The shop of Mr. Moss, clothier, Hartlepool, was entirely 

burnt down. 

February 6. A fire broke out this morning, in the tallow-chandleiy of 
Mr. D. Davidson, Stamp's Liane, Sunderland, which destroyed the whole of 
the extensive premises ; the damage being estimated at upwards of £2,000. 

7. A fire occurred in the premises of Messrs Robson and Co., 

ship-chandlers. North Shields, which raged with great violence for some 
time, and eventually consumed the whole of the property, valued at about 

£1,400. 

7. The Corporation of Newcastle purchased Howdon Dock 

from Sir W. Maxwell for £11,650. [The dock was transferred to the 
Bjver Commissioners, on the appointment of that body]. 
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Fdtrwxry 8. A portrait of Robert Stephenson, Esq., by Lucas, was pre- 
sented to the Literary and Philosophical Society, Newcastle, by a few 
friends and admirers of that gentleman. 

18. A fine vessel, which was nearly completed in the building- 
yard of Mr. H. Carr, Hylton Ferry, Sunderland, was entirely destroyeil 
by fire. The workshops in the yard were also consumed, as well as some 
timber in the adjoining premises, and the total damage was not less than 
£2,000. 

20. Died, at Minsteracres, aged 75, George Silvertop, Esq. 

The deceased, like most Roman Catholic gentlemen of the last century, 
was educated at Douay, but returned to this country at the outbreak of 
the French Revolution. Soon after succeeding to his paternal estates, he 
became captain of the By well Volunteers, by whom, in 1814, he was pre- 
sented witii a sword, value 100 guineas. In the same year, he visited 
Napoleon, then at Elba, and printed an account of his interview with the 
Ehnperor, which was received with great approbation. He was subse- 
quently selected by Lord Liverpool's Cabinet as the medium of private 
communication between Great Britain and the Holy See, in which capacity 
he acquitted himself with much address. Mr. Silvertop was appointed 
high-sheriff of Northumberland in 1830, and was the first Roman Catho- 
lic who had filled that office since the reign of James II. He was the 
first to notice and to foster the genius of the celebrated sculptor Lough, 
who was bom near Minsteracres, and his purse was ever open to merit 
struggling with difficulty or misfortune. 

20. At a meeting of the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Rail- 
way Company, at York, Mr. Prance, of the Stock Exchange, brought be- 
fore the shareholders a question as to the sale of certain shares, made by 
the chairman (Mr. Hudson) to the company, and moved for a committee 
to investigate the matter. Mr. Hudson avowed the transaction, express- 
ing his readiness to submit it to the fullest inquiry, and the committee was 
accordingly appointed. A report was soon afterwards presented to the 
riuureholders, condemning the conduct of Mr. Hudson ; and at a meeting 
held at York on the 4th of May, another committee, consisting of Mr. 
McLaren, of Edinburgh ; Mr. Leechman, of Glasgow ; Mr. Kipling, of Dar- 
lington; Mr. John Shield and Mr. Philipson,of Newcastle;* Mr. Love, of 
London ; and Mr. Meek, of York, was appointed to investigate the whole 
affidrs of the company. At this meeting a letter was read from Mr. Hud- 
son resigning the chairmanship. The first report of the committee was 
not of an important nature, but the second excited an extraordinary sen- 
sation. The committee stated that Mr. Hudson, although entitled to only 
937 shares in the Newcastle and Berwick Company, had secretly taken, 
and afterwards sold for his own benefit, 10,894 shares, the committee esti- 
mating the profit of this " flagrant abuse of the confidence reposed in him'* 
at £145,704: with respect to the Brandling Junction shares, it appeared 
that his fellow-directors had made Mr. Hudson a present of 2,000 shares 
at a time when they were at a premium of £21 each, being equivalent to 
a bonus of £42,000 : it was further stated that in January, 1845, Mr. Hud- 
son purchased 10,000 tons of iron on his own account at £6 10s. per ton, 

^ Mr. Shield and Mr. Philipson resigned in the Augiut following, before the committee 
bad eomplatod its invettigatton. 
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and sold 7,000 tons of his purchase to the company, within a few weeks, 
at £12 per ton, realising a profit of £38,500: as to the payments for 
land, it was shown that Mr. Hudson took cheques, in 1845, for £87,350, 
of which sum he retained £26,000 until the committee was appointed, 
when he restored it to the company: in like manner the construction ac- 
count was overcharged to the extent of £40,000, which Mr. Hudson also 
repaid, with interest: on the Great Nortli of England purchase account 
Mr. Hudson was a dehtor to the company for £26,855, which he likewise 
returned: it was also discovered during the inquiry that, in order to keep 
up large dividends and '^ to make things pleasant" (in the words of the 
secretary, Mr. Close), the accounts of the company had heen systematically 
falsified ^m the first existence of the railway to the extent of £121,924, 
partly by absorption of capital into the traffic account, and partly by over- 
stating the actual traffic: lastly, the committee proved ihatt £41,037 of 
the company^s funds had been applied without its consent in the purchase 
of Sunderland Dock shares, which was also repaid. The committee did not 
terminate its labours until the end of October, five voluminous reports 
having been prepared by it. An agreement was finally made between 
Mr. Hudson and the company on the 8th January, 1850, by which, on 
an additional payment of £50,000, the company relinquished all further 
claim upon him. 

February 24. The first number of a weekly newspaper, entitled " The 
North and South Shields Gazette'' was published in South Shields, by 
Mr. Yorke. 

March 7. The foundation-stone of a new church, at Benfieldside, in the 
parish of Shotley, was laid by T. Wilson, Esq., of Shotley Hall. The 
building, which is in the early English style, was designed by Mr. J. 
Dobson, and accommodates 400 persons. The structure cost upwards of 
£2^600, of which £800 were given by the Bishop of Durham ; and it was 
opened for Divine service on the 6th January, 1850. 

7. A fire occurred this evening, in the premises of Mr. Hud- 
speth, furniture broker. Dog Bank, Newcastle. A portion of the stock 
was saved, but the workshops and dwelling house were entirely destroyed. 

9. Died, in London, Anthony White, Esq., an eminent 

medical practitioner, and twice President of the College of Surgeons. 
Mr. White was a native of Norton, Durham. 

17. The King of Holland died at the Hague. He was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest son, the Prince of Orange, who was at the time 
sojourning at Raby Castle, on a visit to the Duke of Cleveland. 

18. Died, at Sunderland, aged 56, Thomas Emblem, cUias 

" Tom the Ranter,'' a well-known eccentric character, and religious mono- 
maniac. 

19. Captain Warburton, under the directions of the Privy 

Council, held a court at North Shields, to elicit information respecting 
the petition for the incorporation of the borough. Proof of the signatures 
of 1,418 ratepayers was given, representing a gross yearly rental of 
£25,000. Mr. Richmond was the only opponent of the proposed measure. 

— — 26. The fishermen of CuUercoats captured this morning, whilst 
in a sickly state, a remarkable fish of the Gymnetms genus. It was 12 
feet 3 inches long, 11 inches in depth, and 2j inches thick, with a crest 
about 1 4 inches in height. Its colour, when caught, was of a lively 
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green, with patches of crimson near the head. The fish was exhibited 
at Tynemouth, North and South Shields, and Newcastle, and was after- 
wards shown in London, where it attracted much attention. It is now 
in the maseum of the Natural History Society, Newcastle, and an account 
of it appears in the Transactions of the Tyneside Naturalists^ Field Club. 

March 30. The foundationHstone of the new building intended for the 
Durham Mechanics* Institute was laid by J. Fawcett, Esq., in the pre- 
sence of the mayor and the members of the Corporation. The shops in 
the city were closed, and the day was kept as a general holiday. The 
building is in the Italian style, and contains a spacious library on the 
ground floor, with a lecture room and committee room above. It was 
opened by a soiree on the 25th January, 1850. 

80. A Freehold Land Society was established in Newcastle. 

. About the middle of this month, cases of Cholera Morbus 

were reported from almost all the towns in this district, and g^cat alarm 
prevailed. Newcastle almost entirely escaped the scourge, which raged 
severely at Sunderland, where about 150 deaths occurred during the 
month. In Gateshead, ^Q deaths occurred from the disease in January 
and February. In April, the pestilence temporarily disappeared, but 
it re-appeared in the following September with increased virulence. {See 
p. 268.) 

AprU 7. A boat, laden with iron, capsized in the river Tyne, near 
Walker, and the crew, consisting of two men and a boy, were drowned. 

14. A melancholy accident occurred at Shields, by the swamp- 
ing of a boat containing fourteen men, who were proceeding from a ship 
called the Havering. Five of the party were drowned, and the others 
were saved with difficulty. 

16. A fire broke out this morning in the library of John 

Adamson, Esq., Westgate Street, Newcastle. The fire had arisen from 
the igniting of a beam in the chimney, and nearly 2,000 valuable prints, 
M8S., and books, were destroyed before the flames could be got under. 
Prior to this disaster, Mr. Adamson possessed the finest collection of Por- 
tuguese literature in the kingdom, and a catalogue of this portion of his 
library was published in 1836. 

19. The foundation-stone of the new National Schools in- 
tended to be erected in Alnwick, at a cost of £1,000, was laid by the 
Duke of Northumberland, in the presence of a great number of spectators. 

M<xy 1. An address, testifying the ** unabated confidence" of upwards 
of 800 of the electors of Sunderland in Mr. Hudson, M.P., was presented 
to that gentleman. 

1. Durham new Water-works, erected by a joint-stock com- 
pany, at a cost of £12,000, were completed. ITie water is pumped from 
the river Wear, about one mile from the city, into a large reservoir at 
Mountjoy, and the company also supplies the inhabitants of Shinclifife, 
Hallgarth, &c. 

1. G. T. Clark, Esq., one of the Inspectors of the Board of 

Health, visited Durham, and made a lengthened investigation into the 
sanitary state of that city. 

1. A man, named William Homsby, died at Haltwhistle in a 

most suspicious manner, and the conduct of his wife having been noticed, 
an examination of his body took place, when it became apparent that he 
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had died from the effects of arsenic. The woman was tried for murder at 
the next assizes, before Mr. Justice Wightman, but she was acquitted. 

May S. A cricket match between eleven of '^All England^ and 
twenty-two of Durham took place in that city, and, after three days* 
play, was won by the eleven, with forty-two notches to spare. 

5. Died, in Newcastle, aged 60, Mr. Edward Peele. The 

deceased was the author of several poetical effusions, a volume of which 
he published under the title of " The Phantom City, and other Poems.*' 

6. The Queen in Council granted a Charter of Incorporation 

to the borough of Tynemouth. May 10, the shops in North Shields were 
closed, and business was entirely suspended, in celebration of the event. 

8. Died, at CuUercoats, aged 105, Mrs. Alice Armstrong. 

12. Died, at Alnwick, aged 66, John Lambert, Esq., solicitor. 

The deceased was a warm supporter of the institutions of his native town; 
and when quite a young man, in conjunction with Mr. Burrell, of Broome 
Park, he established the Alnwick Dispensary, one of its most important 
charities. He afterwards originated the Alnwick Savings' Bank, and was 
a zealous supporter of the Mechanics' Institute, and of the National and 
Infant Schools, the sites of several of these institutions having been pre- 
sented by him. May 17, his remains were followed to the grave by & 
large number of the inhabitants, of all ranks and creeds, and many places 
of business were closed as a mark of respect. 

13. The new church of All Saints, at Monkwearmouth, was 

opened for Divine service. The building, which cost £2,000, was de- 
signed by Mr. Dobson, is in the early English style, and contains 550 
sittings. Oct. 23, the church was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

15. The conmiittee of the House of Commons, to whom the 

River Tyne Conservancy Bill had been referred, assembled for the first 
time. The members of the committee were Mr. P. Miles (chairman), the 
Earl of Arundel, Mr. Ord, Mr. Headlam, Mr. R. W. Grey, Mr. Wawn, 
Hon. E. H. Stanley, Mr. Stanton, Mr. Langston, and Mr. Greenall. 
Mr. Sergeant Wrangham and Mr. Webster were the counsel for the bill 
(which was promoted by a number of the inhabitants of North and South 
Shields), and Mr. Talbot, Mr. Hope, and Mr. Knowles represented the 
Corporation of Newcastle. ITie committee sat until Tuesday, May 12, 
when the preamble of the bill was declared to be proved, and on being 
reported to the House it soon after passed through its remaining stages. 
On the 16th July, the second reading was carried in the House of Lords, 
after a long debate, by a majority of 42 to 30; and on the 24th, a select 
committee of their lordships sat for the first time. The committee con- 
sisted of the Earl of Devon (chairman), and Lords Wynford, Cowper, 
Canning, and Lyttleton, but, after sitting two days, the views of their 
lordships were so clearly hostile to the progress of the bill that it waa 
withdrawn by the promoters, under the plea that the session had advanced 
too far to permit the measure to pass. 

21. The foundation-stone of a new Congregational chapel, 

designed by Mr. T. Oliver, jun., was laid at Berwick. The building is 
in the early English style, and accommodates 500 hearers. It was opened 
on the 18th December following, by the Rev. Dr. Alexander. 

24. The Mayor of Gateshead (Mr. Hawks) and the members 

of the Corporation, with numerous friends, perambulated the boundaries of 
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that borongh, a formality whicb had not been observed rince May, 1836. 
The party set off from the Tyne Bridge, proclamation being made by the 
town clerk at Tariona points, and a number of medals were distributed, 
oommemorative of the event. The perambulation was concluded in about 
seven hours, aud a dinner took place in the evening at the Grey Horse Inn. 
M<a/ 25. At the County Court, held at Morpeth, a pitman at 
N«therlon colliery was summoned for a debt of 15s,, and on the judge 
aaking him huw he could pay the amount, he said that rather thau pay 
it he would go to gaol. Before his committal could be made out, he 
walked out of court, making prisoners of all within it by locking the 
door, and before they could liberate themselves he got clear oflf. 

27. An alarming fire broke out in the outbuildings attached 

to Bhawdon Hall, near Alnwick, the seat of William Pawson, Esq. The 
hall itself was preserved, but the destruction was, nevertheless, very con- 
siderable, the damage being estimated at £3,000. Amongst the pro- 
perty destroyed was the bell of the turret clock, which bad been brought 
from the monastery at Alnmoiith in the reign of Henry Vlll. 

29. Died, at EUiuore, aged 48, Sir William Loraine, Bart. 

Jvne 7. The Mayor of Gateshead {ilr. Hawks), one of the fii-m of 
Messrs Hawks, Crawshay and Co., the contractors for the iron work of 
the high-level bridge, across the Tyne, at Newcastle, drove the last key 
of that stnictwre into its place, thereby closing the arches, in the pre- 
sence of a numerons party. The first segment of the first arch was fixed 
on the lOtb July, 1848 — not twelve mouths before. His worship aud a 
number of friends dined together, at the Half Moon Inn, to commemorate 
the occasion, and the men working upon the bridge were plentifully 
regaled with strong aie. August 15, the bridge was opencMl fur the 
passage of trains, without any ceremony, but was not brought into 
ordinary nse until the 4th February, 1850. The structure consists of six 
arches, each having a span of Ho feet, with two curved approaches, CC 
feet in length, the whole being formed of cast-iron pillars and arches, fruui 
deajgns by Mr. Robert Stephenson. The contract for the metal work 
was taken by Messrs Hawks, Crawshay, and Co., for £112,000; and 
they were assisted in completing it by Messrs Losh, Wilson, and Bell, 
who execnted the approaches; and by Messrs Abbot and Co., who cast 
the arches. The total weight of iron 
employed was 5,050 tons. The length 
of the viaduct is 1,337 feet; length of 
waterway, 512 feet; height from high- 
water-mark to the line of railway, 1 12 
feet; and to the carriage way, 85 feet. 
The erection of the bridge and viaducts 
required the removal of 650 families in 
Newcastle and 130 in Gateshead, which 
necessarily added much to the expense 
of the undertaking, which was as fol- 
lows r— Cost of bridge, £243,096; ap- 
proaches, £113,057; land and compen- 
sation, £135,000; total, £491,153. 
A modal was stnick on the completion of this noble structure, one of the 
grandeBt acbievements of Mr. t^tephenson, the obverse of wliich is annexed. 
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June 5. An awful explosion of gas occnrred at Hebbnm colliery, aboQt 
six miles from Newcastle. About 100 men were at work at the time of 
the accident, but the effects of the explosion were confined to the north- 
western portion of the mine, where thirty-four men and boys were 
employed, all of whom, with but one exception, were killed. The explo- 
sion had been tremendous, and the bodies were mutilated in a manner 
never witnessed before ; but this, it was believed, arose from the ignition 
of a quantity of gunpowder, which had been placed near the spot on the 
previous day by one of the workmen. 

12. The last of the Newcastle whaling ships, the Lady Jane, 

the property of Messrs M. Plummer and Co., was completely cut to pieces 
by the ice in Melville Bay, Davis Straits. The vessel was 77 years old, 
and had been forty years in the trade. 

13. Died, at North Shields, aged 102, Mrs. Mary Smith. 

14. An explosion of gas occurred in Gosforth colliery, near 

Newcastle. Three men were killed, and several others were much injured. 

20. Died, at Fowberry Tower, aged 76, Matthew GuUey, 

Esq., the last of the celebrated Northumbrian agriculturists of that name. 
A few weeks before his death, Mr. Culley purchased Horton estate from 
Earl Grey for £46,000. He was succeeded in his large property by 
his nephew, George Darling, Esq., of Hetton House. 

24. ITie church of By well St. Peter, after having been restored 

at a cost of £800, was re-opened by the Hon. and Rev. F. R. Grey. 

25. A party of ladies and gentlemen, fifty in number, com- 
menced a " pilgrimage" of the Roman Wall, setting off from Walisend 
(Segedunum). The pilgrims were headed by the Rev. J. C. Bruce, whoso 
intimate acquaintance with every portion of the wall rendered him an in- 
valuable cicerone, and at various places on their journey, particularly at 
Dilston, the residence of J. Grey, Esq., and at Chesters, the seat of J. 
Clayton, Esq., the travellers were welcomed with great hospitality. The 
party returned to NewcastTe on the drd of July, after spending a very 
delightful week. A number of Roman remains were found during the 
pilgrimage. 

26. Married, in London, Henry John Baker Baker, Esq., of 

Elemore, to Isabel, youngest daughter of R. L. Allgood, Esq., of Nunwick. 

26. The Hartlepool Gas and Water bill received the Royal assent. 

An illumination took place in the town in honour of the event, and a ball 
was held in the Town Hall. 

27. The first sod was cut of the Darlington Water Works. 

29. Died, at Kenton, aged 104, Mr. Selby Robson. The de- 
ceased was the father of eighteen children (ten of whom survived him), and 
had sixty-nine grandchildren, fifty-eight great-grandchildren, and two 
great-gnreat-grandchildren, making a total of 147 descendants. 

. About this time, Mr. Samuel Roxby purchased Sunderland 

Theatre from Mr. Arkwright, North and South Shields Theatres from 
Miss Caldwell, and Durham Theatre from its previous proprietors. 

July. Whilst workmen were engaged in sinking Seaton and Seaham 
colliery, they found a live toad embedded in the solid limestone rock, 183 
feet from the surface. The reptile, which was of a very curious shape, 
died soon after being extricated, and was afterwards exhibited at Seaham. 

. A tide gauge, by which the depth of water on Tynemouth 
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bar is indicsled by an illnminBted dial on the Lnw Lighthouse, at Iforth 
Bhields, was erected by the Corporation of Newcastle. 

Jvlf/ 2. Cholera broke out with moat fatal vimlence at North 
Shields, and, from this date to November 13tb, tlicre wera 314 deaths in 
l^nemoath anion from that disease alone. 

5. Died, at Stanley Hall, Shropshire, aged 61, Msjor-Oeneral 

Hngh Percy Dnriaon, of Swarland Park, Northumberland. The deceased 
was succeeded in the family estates by his brother, Sir Wm. Davison, K.U. 

10. At the Royal Thames Regatta, the champion prize for 

fonr-oared boats was won by the St. Agnea, of Newcastle, the crew of 
which consisted of B. and H. Clasper, of Newcastle, and R. and T. 
Coomhes, of Londnn. 

12. Married, in London, William Roddam, Esq., of Roddam, 

Northumberland, to Selina, daughter of the late John Cotes, Esq., of 
Woodcote, Shropshire. 

27. The Berwick and Kelso Branch of the York, Newcastle, 

and Berwick R^itway was opened for passenger traffic. TTiere was no 
ceremonial, but some rejoicing took place amongst the inhabitants of tbe 
district. 

■ 27. Died, in Gateshead, Mr. Robert Elliott Bewick, only son 
of the celebrated wood engraver Thomas Bewick. The deceased carried 
on his father's business after the death of the latter, and as an artist he 
possessed many of the excellencies of his parent. 




!8. ^Vhilst a shipwright, named John Smitli, of Newcastle, 
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was at work on the high-level bridge, he stepped upon a loose plank, which 
immediately canted over, and he was thrown headlong over the bridge. In 
his descent, however, the leg of his fustian trowsers caught a large nail 
which had been driven into the timber, just upon the level of the lower 
roadway (90 feet above the river), and, wonderful to relate, he hung sus- 
pended until some of the workmen observed him and rescued him quite 
uninjured. 

July 30. At a meeting of the magistrates of Northumberland, Sir 
C. Monck, Bart., presiding, Charles Atticus Monck, Esq., of Wylam, 
was unanimously elected Chairman of the County, in the place of J. C. 
Jobling, Esq., resigned. A vote of thanks to Mr. Jobling, who had filled 
the office with great ability since February, 1840, was also agreed to. 

31. A fire broke out this evening, in the premises of Mr. 

Trotter, pawnbroker. Side, Newcastle. The house was saved, but nearly 
all the stock was destroyed before the fiames were extinguished. 

31. A final dividend of |d. in the pound was declared on the 

estate of Mowbray, Hollingsworth and Co., bankers, Durham, who failed 
in 1815. 

August 1. Holystone Church, near Alnwick, hitherto an ugly bam- 
like edifice, was re-opened, after having been almost wholly rebuilt at a 
cost of £550. 

6. This evening, a fire broke out in the shop of Afr. Clarkson, 

grocer. High Street, Sunderland, which, in a very short period, was en- 
tirely consumed, together with about £100 in notes and cash. 

6. Sir Robert Peel, accompanied by his family, arrived in 

Newcastle on his way to the Highlands, and stayed for the night at the 
Queen's Head Inn. In the course of the evening the right honourable 
baronet took a walk through the town, taking particular notice of Mr. 
Grainger's erections, the high-level bridge, &c. He was loudly cheered by 
a large crowd at the railway station, on his departure. 

6. Died, at Sunderland, aged 101, Mrs. Martha Nayler. 

7. The commissioners under the Durham Paving Act resigned 

their functions to the newly-appointed Board of Health. 

8. A destructive storm of thunder and lightning broke over 

Newcastle and the neighbourhood this afternoon. A female, named 
Scott, and her child, were struck by the electric fluid in the Dog Bank ; 
portions of the woman's dress were burnt, the ring upon her finger was 
partially melted, and she and the child were severely scorched. A female 
was also struck near Messrs Abbot's works, in Gateshead, and much in- 
jured. At Long Benton, Miss Hall, of the Ship Inn, was killed instan- 
taneously by a flash of lightning, and the house and furniture were partially 
destroyed. At Cramlington, nine young men had taken refuge in the 
engine-shed at Shank House colliery, when the lightning struck the build- 
ing, and killed a man, named Robert Liddell. Five men were also struck 
and much burnt at the New Winning, near the same place. A man, named 
John Stephenson, was killed at Byers' Green, and a woman was also burnt 
at the same place. Amongst the property seriously damaged by the elec- 
tric fluid in Newcastle were Mr. Hardcastle's floor-cloth manufactory, 
where four men were severely injured ; the house of Mr. E. Mather, Lovaine 
Place, and that of Mr. Henderson, Leazes Crescent; one of the domes of 
the Central Exchange, and a house in Rewcastle Chare. At Sheriff Hill, 
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the post-office was much damaged. The heavy rain also did great damage 
in Newcastle and Gateshead. 80 tremendous was the storm that Newgate 
Street, near St. Andrew's Church, was impassable for some hours, and 
sixty cart-loads of mud were afterwards taken away from Gallowgate 
alone, having been carried there from the Leazcs and Barrack Road. The 
Stock Bridge was also in a similar state ; and in Gateshead, where the fair 
was being held, several of the stalls and a quantity of shoes, &c., were 
carried away into the river Tyne. 

August 13. Died, in Lime Street, Newcastle, aged 104, Mrs. Alice 
Weddell. 

16. The Bishop of Durham consecrated a new church at 

Birtley, in the parish of Chester-le- Street. The church is a neat edifice 
in the Norman style, and is dedicated to St. John the Evangelist. In 
the evening, the bishop and a large party were entertained at Ravensworth. 

16. A Freehold Land Society was established at Sunderland. 

17. Died, in Newcastle, aged 68, Sir Cuthbert Sharp, F.S.A., 

Collector of Customs at that port. Sir Cuthbert was bom at Hartlepool, 
and was the son of Cuthbert Sharp and Susannah Crosby, sister of Brass 
Crosby, Lord Mayor of London in 1771, and famous for his connection 
with the first publication of the debates in Parliament. The deceased en- 
tered the army in early life, and served in Ireland during the rebellion ; 
but after the disruption of the peace of Amiens, having taken that oppor- 
tunity of visiting Paris, he was taken prisoner, with other Englishmen, 
and detained in France for some years. On his return to England he re- 
tired to Hartlepool, of which borough he served the office of mayor in 
1816, and on presenting an address to the Prince Regent he received the 
honour of knighthood. During the same year, he published his " History 
of Hartlepool," a very elaborate and interesting work, which established 
his reputation as an English antiquary. In 1823, he was appointed Col- 
lector of Customs at Sunderland, and in 1845 he was promoted to the 
same office at Newcastle, when the inhabitants of the former town pre- 
sented him with a piece of plate as a mark of their high estimation. His 
other publications were " Memorials of the Rebellion of 1569," a work of 
the highest value, a " Memoir of Brass Crosby," " Chronicon Mirabile," 
the " Bishopric Garland," and several tracts, and he was besides the editor 
of numerous reprints. He held the office of D. P. G. M. of Freemasons of 
the Province of Durham for the last seventeen years of his life, and was 
greatly regretted by the members of that body. There is an engraved 
portrait of the deceased. 

19. A violent outbreak of cholera took place at Bamardcastle ; 

144 deaths occurred in the town during the last five months of the year 
from this direful disease. 

22. Mr. Robert Heughan, a respectable draper in North 

Shields, threw himself from the cliffs near Cullercoats, whilst in a fit of 
lunacy, and was killed on the spot. 

31. Died, at his residence, Marsden Rock, aged 51, Mr. Peter 

Allan. This singular individual was a native of Tranent, in Scotland, but 
came, early in fife, to the neighbourhood of Sunderland, and in July, 
1828, he took up his abode amongst the fantastic caves and rocks with 
which the coast near Whitburn is studded. By dint of great exertion he 
SQOoeeded in excavating fourteen or fifteen large apartments out of the 
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limestone rock, in which he established himself as an innkeeper, and from 
the peculiar beauty of the scenery it became a favourite resort of parties 
from Sunderland, Shields, and Newcastle. In this place Mr. Allan 
brought up a large family with great respectability, and it was not until 
1848 that the Lord of the Manor (Mr. Ellison) made any claim for rent. 
The matter was compromised by Allan obtaining a lease of the " property," 
which is still inhabited by his family. 

September 3. Four workmen belonging to Bishopwearmouth went out 
to sea this afternoon on a pleasure excursion. Next morning their boat 
was picked up bottom upwards, but the crew were never more heard of. 

3. A regatta took place on the river Tyne, near the King*8 

Meadows. The prizes amounted to about £50, and much interest was 
excited. 

5. This being the day on which the Right Hon. the Earl of 

Durham attained his 21st year, much rejoicing took place at Durham, 
Chester-le-Street, and in the numerous villages upon the Lambton estates. 
His lordship kindly gave £300 for distribution amongst the poor on the 
occasion, and £200 towards the erection of school-houses at Lnmley and 
Newbottle, 

5. The first cargo of coals from Earl Grey's new colliery at 

Broomhill was shipped at Amble, amidst some rejoicing. 

9. Died, at Stockton, aged 28, Mr. Edward Marsh Heavisides. 

The deceased was the author of numerous fugitive pieces of poetry, and 
in 1845 he published a volume entitled " Songs of the Heart." His li- 
terary remains were published after his death for the benefit of his widow. 

16. Bethany Chapel, Hed worth Street, Bishopwearmouth, 

erected by Mr. John Halcro, for the poor of that neighbourhood, was 
opened for Divine service. It accommodates 600 hearers. 

17. The friends of the Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart., 

entertained him at a public dinner, in the Red Lion Inn, Berwick. The 
chair was taken by P. J. Selby, Esq., of Twizcll House, the vice-chairs 
being occupied by Messrs P. Clay, W. Murray, and G. Darling. About 
130 gentlemen were present. 

17. Cholera broke out with great virulence at Alnwick, 

and in four days eighteen fatal cases occurred. On the 25th there were 
twelve burials, a greater number than had ever been known in one day, 
but the disease gradually increased, and from the above day to October 
10 no less than 140 deaths occurred, a fearful number considering the 
population. October 1, a Fast was obscr\'ed by the inhabitants, EKvine 
service being performed at all the places of worship, and intense gloom 
pervaded the town. On the 10th, the epidemic abated, and gradually 
disappeared; and the 17th was observed as a day of thanksgiving. A 
subscription, amounting to upwards of £760, was raised during the at- 
tack for the relief of the poorer classes. 

— ^— 24. This evening, Herr Harrwitz arrived in Newcastle, and 
performed the extraordinary feat of playing two games of chess simulta- 
neously without a sight of either of the boards ! The games, which were 
played against four confederates, were both won by Herr Harrwitz, in 
about six hours. 

— - 27. The Queen, Prince Albert, and the Royal children re- 
tnmed from their annual visit to Scotland by railway, and intimation of 
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the fact having been made a few days previously, every effort was made 
to do proper honour to the party. Her Majesty arrived at Berwick 
from Edinburgh a few minutes before eight o'clock in the evening, when 
she was received by the mayor and corporation, the directors of the 
York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway, and a large concourse of the 
mo6t influential inhabitants, the utmost enthusiasm being displayed. 
Her Majesty did not alight, but Sir George Grey presented the chief 
magistrate and the members of the Corporation, after which the mayor 
presented addresses to her Majesty and the Prince. After a stay of eight 
minutes the royal train again proceeded, and no further stoppage was 
made till it reached Little Mill station, near Howick Hall, where her 
Majesty and the party were to sleep for the night. The station was very 
elegantly decorated for the occasion, the platform was covered with crim- 
son cloth, and a handsome awning was erected over it. Her Majesty was 
conducted to the carriages which were in waiting by the Hon. Colonel 
Grey, and the party arrived at Howick precisely at nine o'clock. The 
park and grounds of Howick were brilliantly illuminated with torches, and 
a number of bonfires blazed at intervals, giving a very animated appear- 
ance to the landscape. Tlio Queen was received in the entrance hall by 
Earl and Countess Grey, and the Royal guests immediately sat down to 
dinner. Sir George Grey afterwards presented an address from the Cor- 
poration and inhabitants of Alnwick, which was graciously received. 
September 28, the Queen and Prince took a walk through the grounds at 
Howick, and her Majesty was pleased to plant an oak sapling as a memento 
of her visit. At eleven o'clock the royal party proceeded to Little Mill 
station, where a train was in waiting, and in fifty-five minutes her 
Majesty reached Newcastle, where a general holiday had been proclaimed on 
the occasion. Triumphal arches were erected across the railway at various 
parts of the line, and, notwithstanding a heavy rain which was falling, 
great crowds assembled at every place likely to afford a sight of the illus- 
trious travellers. At Heaton, there was a i)rofuso display of flags and 
ornamental devices in flowers; the tunnel under New Bridge Street, and 
the arch of the Argyle Street bridge, were richly decorated with laurel, 
flowers, &c., arranged with great taste — and on the latter was a con- 
spicuous inscription "Welcome to Newcastle and Gateshead." From 
IJience to the Manors railway-station a vast number of banners floated in 
all directions, and flags were also displayed from the spire of All Saints*, 
the Castle, Guildhall, Mansion House, &c., &c., besides a number on the 
high-level bridge. Dense masses of spectators were upon every eminence 
commanding a view of the railway, and the most enthusiastic loyalty was 
exhibited by all classes. As the train approached the town a royal salute 
was tired from the Castle; and on the carriages reaching that ancient 
stronghold a fresh engine was attached to them, and they were slowly 
drawn towards the centre of the high-level bridge, where a spacious plat- 
form had been erected for the accommodation of the mayor, recorder, and 
corporation of Newcastle, the mayor and corporation of Gateshead, the 
mayor and corporation of Durham, a detachment of the 63rd Regiment, 
and a large party of ladies and gentlemen. A beautiful triumphal arch 
spanned the lofty bridge, bearing the motto " Welcome on both sides of 
the Tjme," which, with the countless flags on the ships and on each side of 
the river, had a very fine effect. Sir George Grey having presented the 
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mayor of Newcastle (Captain Weatherley), his worship presented a dntifnl 
address from the ancient town of which he was the representative. The 
mayor of Gateshead (Mr. Hawks) then ofifered an address from that 
town ; both documents being received with marked courtesy The 
mayor of Newcastle had the honour of shaking hands with Prince Albert 
and the Prince of Wales, and addressing a few words to her Majesty, and 
the mayor of Gateshead handed in plans and views of the high-level bridge. 
After the Royal party had remained about ten minutes on the bridge, sur- 
veying the rather novel appearance which the town presents from that 
lofty edifice, the train gradually moved off amidst deafening cheers from 
the assembled crowds, and another royal salute from the castle. In the 
evening many of the tradesmen in Newcastle illuminated the front of their 
premises in honour of the Royal visit, and a grand dinner took place in 
Gateshead, the mayor presiding.* This was the first visit of a Queen of 
England to Newcastle since 1461, when Margaret of Anjou fled to it 
after the battle of Towton. About one o'clock in the afternoon the Queen 
reached Darlington, having been received throughout the county of Dur- 
ham with unminglcd expressions of attachment and respect, llie station 
was hung with banners, and decorated with evergreens and flowers, and 
the Royal party were hailed with rapturous acclamations by the multitude 
assembled. The chief-bailiff of Darlington (Mr. F. Mewbum) was intro- 
duced to the Queen, and delivered an address from the inhabitants, and 
after several gentlemen had had the honour of being presented, the train 
again proceeded southwards, the Royal party sleeping at Derby in the even- 
ing, and reaching Osborne House at half-past four o'clock in the afternoon 
of the 29th. 

September 28. A boat belonging to Monkwearmouth, containing six 
pilots, was swanii)ed at sea, and three of the men were drowned. 

. About the end of this month, the skeleton of a female was 

discovered in a piece of waste ground in Hallgarth Street, Durham. It 
had apparently lain there for a great number of years. 

. Tliis month, when the workmen of Mr. Miller, plane-maker, 

Newcastle, were sawing a piece of beech-wood, they discovered the nest 
and the skeleton of a bird embedded in the heart of the wood. 

. During this month, the cholera attained its greatest virulence 

in the district, and its ravages created intense alarm. Nearly one-fourth 
of the population of the villages of Lamesley, Wreckington, and Ayton 
Banks, near Gateshead, were affected with the disease, and more than 
one-half of the cases terminated fatally. At North Shields, 137 cases 
were reported in a single week, and the total mortality in the Tynemouth 
and South Shields Unions was no less than 1,171; in Sunderland the 
deaths amounted to 435; Newcastle, 412; Gateshead, 292; Durham, 232; 
Bamardcastle, 144; Alnwick, 142; Berwick, 49; and Hartlepool, 161. 
The total number of deaths from cholera and diarrhoea during the year 
in the two coimties, was: — Durham, 2,022; Northumberland, 1,679. 
October 5, this day was observed at South Shields as a day of prayer and 
humiliation on account of the fatal prevalence of cholera ; and similar ob- 
servances took place at Hexham, on the 19th. 

* The shops and places of business in North and Soutli Shields were closed for the day, 
and a vast number of the inhabitants visited Newcastle. 
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October 1. Mr. John Punshon Denton was elected mayor of Hartlepool. 

9. A handsome service of plate, consisting of an elegant can- 

belabrum, and other articles, of the valne of £300, was presented to John 
Grey, Esq., of Dilston, by the members of the Tyneside Agricultural 
Society, " as an expression of the high estimation they entertained of his 
character and talents, and of his invaluable services rendered to the inter- 
ests of agriculture." An excellent likeness of Mr. Grey was also painted, 
at the expense of the members, and presented to Mrs. Grey. The pre- 
sentation took place at Hexham, at the annual meeting of the society (of 
which Mr. Grey was the founder). The Rev. C. Bird presided on the 
occasion, and Mr. Ogle, M.P., Mr. G. Darling, Mr. H. Morton, and other 
gentlemen, addressed the meeting, bearing witness to the distinguished 
merits of Mr. Grey as an agriculturist, and his disinterested industry and 
peculiar ability in inculcating an improved system of husbandry in the dis- 
trict. Mr. Grey returned thanks for the present in very eloquent terms. 

10. A shark, nine feet in length, was captured at Hauxley, 

and was afterwards exhibited at Morpeth and Newcastle. Another of 
these monsters was caught about the same time near Berwick, and a 
third in the vicinity of Sunderland. 

15. A Ragged School was opened at Sunderland. 

17. Mr. Rawlinson, Superintending Inspector of the Board of 

Health, held a court at Morpeth, for the purpose of inquiring into the 
sanitary condition of the town. On the 24th, Mr. Rawlinson held a 
similar investigation at Alnwick. 

20. A man, named George Hunter, a pitman at Cowpen col- 
liery, was set upon this evening, whilst returning homo, by two men, and 
injured so severely that he died on the following day. Hunter had re- 
fused to join the trades' union formed at the colliery, which was supposed 
to have been the cause of his murder. The perpetrators of the deed were 
not discovered. 

20. Two very large hay stacks, at Low Flat worth, near 

North Shields, worth about £800, were maliciously set on fire this even- 
ing, and totally destroyed. 

23. Mr. Ranger, one of the Inspectors of the Board of Health, 

held a court at Darlington, to inquire into the state of that town. He 
afterwards visited Stockton and Hartlepool for a similar purpose. 

29. Sir Joshua Walmsley, M.P., attended a meeting at New- 
castle as a deputation from the National Parliamentary and Financial 
Reform Association. November 2, a similar meeting was held at Sunder- 
land, but the subject did not attract much attention. 

31. Early this morning, a fire was discovered in one of the 

large bonding warehouses in the Close, Newcastle, belonging to Mr. Amor 
Spoor, and, before the flames could be subdued, the contents of two of the 
warehouses, which principally consisted of hemp, tallow, coffee, &c., were 
completely destroyed. The extent of the damage was very considerable. 

November 1 . The first election of councillors for the newly-incorporated 
borough of T3memouth took place, and considerable interest was evinced 
by the inhabitants, all places of business being closed, bands of music 
parading the streets, and every token of rejoicing being manifested. Cap- 
tain linskill was the retuming-officer appointed by the Charter, and the 
polling, which commenced at eight o'clock, continued with unabated 
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activity until four o'clock in the afternoon, some of the wards being very 
closely contested. The official declaration was made at eight o'clock in 
the Town Hall, as follows : — North Shields Ward — Michael Spencer, 237 ; 
G. S. Tyzack, 230; R. Pow, 220; Robert Forth, 197; George Hall, 
16C; John Twizell, 144. Tynenwuih TTorrf— Solomon Mease, 262; John 
Carr, 256; Robert Cleugh, 215; Matthew Poppelwell, 212; John Owen, 
161; George Shotton, 161. Percy TTart^— William Linskill, E. H. 
Greenhow, William Richmond, William Davison, Alexander Bartleman, 
and M. Robson. In the evening, there was a grand display of fire-works, 
blazing tar-barrels were rolled along the streets, and suppers and other 
entertainments were given at several of the inns. November 9, some fur- 
ther rejoicing took place on the election of mayor. William Linskill, 
Robert Pow, Solomon Mease, Alexander Bartleman, l^iichael Spencer, and 
Matthew Poppelwell, were appointed the first aldermen of the borough, 
and the first-named gentleman was elected chief magistrate. The design 
for the common seal of the new Corporation was fixed upon shortly after. 
The shield bears the arms of the former Priors of Tyneraouth— on a field 
gules, three crowns in pale or — to which was added a ship for a crest, 
with a miner and a sailor for supporters, and the motto ^^ Messis ab 
altis'^ — our harvest is from the deep. 

November 6. The Bishop of Durham consecrated the new church of 
Thorp, near Stockton, in the presence of the Marquis of Londonderry and 
a numerous party. The church is a neat edifice, and accommodates about 
200 persons. 

8. An explosion of fire-works occurred in North Shields, when 

a person named Tumbull, who was preparing them, was so seriously in- 
jured that he died shortly after, and three others were dreadfully burnt. 

9. The annual election of Mayors took place with the follow- 
ing result: — Neiocastle, Joseph Crawhall (Ralph Dodds, sheriff). GtUes- 
head J George Hawks. Tynemouth yWiWiam Linskill. SvnderlandfWiUiaxa 
Ord. Durham, Robert Thwaites. Stockton, Charles Trotter. Morpeth, 
William Clarke. Berwick, William Smith (William Elliott, sheriff). 

12. This afternoon, a fire was discovered to be raging at the 

farm of Bellshill, near Belford. The farm had recently been occupied by 
Mr.W. Davison, whose aw ay -going crop was supposed to be worth £1,200, 
and notwithstanding every exertion the whole of the stacks, eighty in 
number, were entirely consumed. The fire burnt for nearly twenty-four 
hours with great fierceness. 

20. Another fire occurred, at North Sunderland, in the same 

neighbourhood, on the farm of Mr. J. Railston. A stable and a large 
granary, two cottages, and a valuable mare, were destroyed, the loss being 
estimated at £300. 

28. A public inquiry under the Health of Towns Act was held 

at Gateshead, before R. Rawlinson, Esq. A great amount of valuable 
information was laid before the court by the town clerk, Mr. Dobson, and 
others. 

28. A valuable seam of coal, 5 feet 4 inches thick, having 

been won at Acomb colliery, near Hexham, the property of Messrs Sto- 
hart and Co., much rejoicing took place to commemorate the event. About 
the same time, a fine seam of coal was won at Fourstones, near Haydon 
Brid^'e. 
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N(n>emb€r 29. The parishioners of St. Andrew's, Newcastle, presented 
the Rev. William Dodd, vicar of Chillingham, with an elegant silver 
candelahmm, valae £220, as a mark of their approval of his services dur- 
ing the fifteen years he had heen their minister. 

. This month, a mechanic in Gateshead exhibited a working 

model of a steam engine, which he had just constructed, and which, though 
80 small as to stand upon a twopenny piece, worked with admirable pre- 
cision. 

. A valuable seam of coal was won this month on the Old 

Durham estate, the property of the Marquis and Marchioness of London- 
derry. 

December 4. This morning, during a heavy gale, a brig, called the 
Betsy, of Littlehampton, and the Danish schooner Aurora, drove upon 
the Herd Sand, at the entrance of the river Tyne. The occurrence being 
observed by the pilots of South Shields, the life-boat was immediately 
launched, and manned by twenty-four generous adventurers, who, as 
usual, manifested the utmost anxiety to save the lives of others. The 
life-boat was soon alongside the brig, and ropes were being secured to the 
latter to facilitate communication, when a heavy sea rolled in, capsized 
the boat, and buried the crew in the water. The boat, unfortunately, 
did not " right herself," but turned bottom up, and although several of 
the unfortunate men succeeded in climbing upon the hull, and one in 
reaching the brig, only four of the party were saved, the tempestuous sea 
washing the others away one by one. The melancholy accident was 
viewed by hundreds of spectators, and another life-boat was launched and 
manned, which succeedeid in rescuing the survivors and the crews of the 
vessels. The accident created a great sensation throughout the kingdom, 
and a subscription, amounting to upwards of £3,000, was raised for the 
widows and children of the unfortunate sufferers. 

4. The new Roman Catholic chapel, Cuthbert Street, South 

Shields, was opened by the Right Rev. Dr. Hogarth, assisted by the 
Vicar-General of the Northern District, and a number of clergymen. Tlie 
church accommodates 400 persons. 

' 8. Died, at Linden, Northumberland, aged 76, Charles Wil- 

liam Bigge, Esq. Mr. Bigge, who succeeded to the family estates on the 
death of his father in 1794, was appointed, in 1798, Lieutenant-Colonel 
of the second battalion of the Northumberland Militia, and afterwards 
commanded the Southern Local Militia. In 1829, he succeeded Thomas 
Clennell, Esq., as Chairman of the Bench of Magistrates, the duties of 
which office he continued to discharge with great ability until 1840, when 
declining health obliged him to relinquish it. In 1834, the gentry and 
farmers of Northumberland, as a mark of their sense of Mr. Bigge's ser- 
vices to the public, invited him to a dinner at Morpeth, at which nearly 
1,000 gentlemen sat down; and a desire, emanating from the same 
source, to possess a memorial of this good old English gentleman, led, in 
1836, to an engraving, by Ward, from an original portrait of Mr. Bigge, 
by Colvin Smith. In 1838, it was understood that a baronetcy was 
offered to him by the Government, but, with characteristic modesty, the 
honour was declined. Mr. Bigge was considered for upwards of fifty 
years one of the leaders of the Wliig party in Northumberland, but 
political strife never deprived him of the high respect and good opinion 



272 LOCAL records; or, [1849. 

of his most determined opponents, and as a friend, a landlord, a magis- 
trate, and a master, lie was universally held in estimation. He removed 
from the old family mansion at Benton in 1812, having then completed 
the erection of his new hall at Linden. He was succeeded in his estates 
hy his grandson, his eldest son having died hefore him (see page 210.) 

December 8. J. J. Rawlinson, Esq., Assistant Commons Enclosure 
Commissioner, held a court at Alnwick, in pursuance of an application 
from upwards of two-thirds of the freemen of that town, to inquire into 
the expediency of dividing and inclosing the immense tract of land known 
as Alnwick Moor. Only four dissentients appeared at the court, and an 
Act to carry out the division of the land received the Royal assent in 
May, 1850. 

11. R. Rawlinson, Esq., of the Board of Health, commenced 

an inquiry into the sanitary state of Sunderland. 

12. Died, at Monkwearmouth, aged 100, Isabella Tumbull. 

14. A public dinner was given in the Commercial Hotel, 

North Shields, to William Linskill, Esq., mayor of the new borough of 
Tynemouth, in gratitude for his exertions " for the emancipation of the 
commerce of the Tyne/' Upwards of 140 of the most respectable inhabi- 
tants were present, the chair being occupied by Mr. R. Pow, and the vice- 
chairs by Messrs Bartleman, Spencer, and Straker. 

18. A large seal was caught alive upon the north pier at 

Sunderland, and was exhibited in that town to crowds of curious spectators. 

18. Robert Rawlinson, Esq., Inspector under the Board of 

Health, commenced an official inquiry into the sanitary condition of New- 
castle, in the Merchants' Court. The inquiry lasted several days. 

23. The church of Meldon, near Morpeth, was re-opened after 

having been thoroughly restored. The church was built in the middle 
of the thirteenth century, and is one of the most perfect specimens of early 
English architecture in the county. 

. A Farmers' Club was established at Sunderland. 

1850, January 3. This evening, a body of men, fifteen in number, 
made their appearance at Burnopfield colliery, drove away the enginemen 
who were employed at the steam-engine, and placed a cask of gunpowder 
under each of the boilers, having previously thrown upon the fires a suf- 
ficient quantity of fresh coals to enable them to perpetrate their hazardous 
outrage in security. The boilers, in a few minutes, were blown up with 
tremendous violence, and the machinery connected with them was entirely 
destroyed. This diabolical act was supposed to have been committed by 
some recently-discharged workmen. 

4. Messrs Thomas and James Hodgson having disposed of 

the " Newcastle Chronicle," No. 4,459 was published by Mr. M. W. 
Lambert, for himself and other proprietors. The " Chronicle" was esta- 
blished in 1764 by Mr. Thomas Slack, and was published by him until 
his death, in 1784, when he was succeeded by his son-in-law, Mr. Solomon 
Hodgson. After Mr. Hodgson's death, in 1800, the publication of the 
" Chronicle" was continued by his widow, Mrs. Sarah Hodgson, until her 
decease, in 1822, and from that time by his sons, named above, to this 
date. May 24, the ** Chronicle" was published in new premises in Grey 
Street, for the first time, the macliinery being put in motion by one of 
Mr. W. G. Armstrong's hydraulic engines. 



1850.] HISTORICAL RBOISTBR OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 273 

January 10. Died, at Bishop wearmouth, aged 73, William Reid 
Clanny, Esq., M.D., F.R.S., &c. The deceased was a native of Down- 
shire, bat came into this district in early life, and, after a short residence 
in the city of Durham, he removed to Sunderland, where he practised for 
upwards of forty-five years with great ability and success. In the year 
1812 he turned his attention to the cause of the disastrous calamities 
which so frequently occur by explosions in mines, and in the course of 
his studies he conceived the idea of a safety lamp, greatly different, how- 
ever, from that at present in use. In May, 1813, a paper, by Dr. Clanny, 
was read before the Royal Society, " On a steady Light in Coal Mines,*' 
which was afterwards published in the ^' Philosophical Transactions," and 
for which he received medals from the Society of Arts and the Royal 
Humane Society. On the 1st October, in the same year, his lamp was 
exhibited before the Literary and Philosophical Society in Newcastle, and 
in 1816 it was tried in Merrington pit with some success, but, owing to 
its cumbrous form, it never came into use. As, however, it was not until 
1815 that either Sir H. Davy or Mr. Stephenson commenced their in- 
vestigations on explosive mixtures, it is clear that Dr. Clanny is entitled 
to considerable credit for his invention, and on February 3, 1848, he was 
presented with a testimonial, value £200, by the Marquis of Londonderry, 
and other coalowners, for his efforts to avert those fearful disasters so 
peculiar to the district. The deceased contributed largely to medical 
literature, and for his valuable works in that department of science he re- 
ceived the ribbon of the Legion of Honour, and many other badges of 
distinction. A few days before his death, Dr. Clanny presented the 
Literary Society of Sunderland with portraits of George III., Archdeacon 
Paley, the Marquis of Londonderry, Baron Cuvier, and the donor him- 
self, the latter being from a painting by Reay, in the Town-hall, presented 
to the deceased by the medical profession in Sunderland. 

13. A fire was discovered this morning, in St. Hilda's Church, 

South Shields, and the north-west portion of the edifice was much damaged 
before the flames could be subdued. 

29. Whilst a " billy-boy," laden with iron, was entering the 

river Wear, during a high sea, the towing-rope broke, and the vessel 
drifted upon the south pier. Immediate efforts were made to save the 
crew, but in attempting to throw a rope on board the vessel, four men, 
named Douglass, Proud, Chisholm, and Reay, were swept away by the 
sea, and drowned. The crew were afterwards rescued. 

— — — *- 29. Married, at Kimbolton Castle, Huntingdonshire, Lord 
Ossulston, M.P., eldest son of the Earl of Tankerville, to Lady Olivia 
Montagu, only daughter of the Duke of Manchester. 

80. Died, at Brancepeth Castle, Durham, aged 51, William 

Russell, Esq. Mr. Russell succeeded his father, the rebuilder of the cas- 
tle, in 1822, and was elected a representative for the county of Durham 
in 1828, on the elevation of Mr. Lambton to the peerage. He was again 
returned in 1830 and 1831, but did not offer himself after the passing of 
the Reform Bill, a measure which had his support, although it deprived 
him of the nomination of three seats, two for Bletchingly, and one for 
Baltash. His estates devolved on his only sister, Emma Maria, who mar- 
ried the Hon. Gustavus Hamilton, eldest son of Viscount Boyne, and who 
soon after assumed the name of Russell. 

2 M 
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• 

January 30. A public meeting was held in Bonth Shields, to take into 
consideration the propriety of obtaining a charter of incorporation for the 
borongh. Mr. Wawn, M.P., presided; and, after addresses from Messrs 
Clay, Lamb, E. T. Wawn, J. S. Stevenson, and Mather, resolutions in 
support of the incorporation were carried unanimously. 

February 1. Great rejoicings took place at Widdrmgton Castle, North- 
umberland, to celebrate the coming of age of the Hon. Augustus Henry 
Vernon, eldest son of Lord and Lady Vernon. 

7. The shop of Mr. Mitchell, watchmaker, Villiers' Street, 

Sunderland, was broken into, and about 100 watches and other property 
were carried away. The circumstances of the case were somewhat extra- 
ordinary, and it created great excitement in the town for several weeks. 
A man, named Magney, was subsequently apprehended at Hull, and trans- 
ported for the robbery. 

. 11. A crowded meeting of the Wesleyan body was held in 

Newcastle, to consider the differences which had lately occurred between 
the Conference and certain ministers of the denomination. Similar meet- 
ings took place in the other towns in the district, and the result was the 
secession of a numerous body of members, who called themselves " Wes- 
leyan Reformers." 

15. Richard Robson, Esq., of Greenhill, near Belford, was 

killed at Lucker railway-station by the mail train from London, which 
ran over him whilst he was imprudently crossing the line. Mr. Robson, 
who was in his 7drd year, was for many years home-bailiff and auditor of 
accounts at Alnwick Castle, and subsequently land agent to the late 
Earl Grey. 

15. Died, at Dipton, aged 87, Thomas Fenwick, Elsq., for 

many years mining agent to the Bishops and Dean and Chapter of Dur- 
ham, the Marquis of Bute, and other influential coalowners. The de- 
ceased was the author of an ^' Essay on Mechanics" and a '' Treatise on 
Subterranean Surveying," both of which were held in high estimation. 

20. George Darling, Esq., of Fowberry Tower, Northumber- 
land, whilst hunting with Lord Elcho's fox-hounds, was thrown from his 
horse, from the animal getting its feet locked in a drain, and owing 
to severe internal injuries, he died on the 24th. The lamented gentleman 
was in his 44th year. 

25. A meeting was held in the Lecture Room, Newcastle, for 

the purpose of hearing a statement from Captain Ibbetson, who had been 
deputed by her Majesty's Commissioners to assist in promoting an Exhi- 
bition of die Lidustry of all Nations, to be held in London in 1851. The 
mayor (Mr. Crawhall) presided, and at the close of Captain Ibbetson^s 
address, resolutions in support of the exhibition were carried unanimously. 
Eight local commissioners were appointed — the Mayor of Newcastle bein^ 
the representative of lead mines and ornamental art; the Mayor of Ghttes- 
head (Mr. Hawks), of iron works; Mr. Hugh Taylor, of coal mines; Mr. 
R. S. Newall, of machinery; Mr. J. Pattinson, of chemical manufactures; 
Mr. W. Smith, of shipbuilding ; Mr. R. W. Swinburne, of glass; and Mr. 
J. Grey (Dilston), of agriculture. A subscription was opened to assist in 
carrying out the exhibition, which ultimately amounted to £522. Similar 
meetings were held in all the towns of the district, and the following were 
the names of the chainnen of the local committees, and the amounts sub- 



1850.] HISTORICAL BBOISTER OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 275 

scribed: — Berwick^ Captain Smith, £26; Bamardcastle, Rev. G. Dugard, 
£13; Darlmgton, F. Mewbnrn, £67; Durham^ J. H. Foreter, £170; 
Hartlepool^ J. P. Denton, £37 ; South Shields, R. Anderson, £30 ; Sunder- 
land, W. Mordey, £205 ; Stockton, C. Trotter, £95. 

March 10. The parish church of Bishopwearmouth was re-opened, 
after having undergone extensive repairs. 550 free sittings had been 
gained by building north and south transepts to the church, from designs 
by Mr. Dobson, of Newcastle. 

18. The select committee of the House of Commons, to whom 

was referred the consideration of the Tyne Navigation bill (promoted by 
the Corporation of Newcastle) and the Tyne Conservancy bill (promoted 
by certain inhabitants of Shields), met for the first time. The committee 
consisted of Sir J. Y. Buller, Bart., chairman; Sir J. Duckworth, Mr. 
Duncan, Hon. W. F. Campbell, and Mr. Mullings. The counsel for the 
Shields bill were Mr. Sergeant Wrangham and Mr. Webster; and for the 
Newcastle measure, the Hon. Mr. Talbot, Mr. Hope, and Mr. Temple. 
Mr. Lucas appeared for the Duke of Northumberland, who was in favour 
of the Shields party; and the Dean and Chapter and University of Dur- 
ham supported the same side. The committee adjourned to April 11, 
and then sat regularly until the 10th May, when they declared the pre- 
amble of the Corporation bill proved. The bill passed through its 
remaining stages in both Houses, with very trifling amendments, and 
received the Royal assent on the 15th July. 

19. The life-boat committees of the Tyne and Wear having 

offered prizes for the best three designs for improved life-boats, an exhi- 
bition of the models sent in for competition, upwards of fifty in number, 
took place in the hall of the Trinity House, Newcastle. The first prize 
of £30 was awarded to G. Farrow, South Shields ; the second, of £20, to 
John Lister, Sunderland ; the third, of £10, to John Tindle, North Shields. 

19. The officers of the 63rd Regiment gave a grand ball and 

supper at the Barracks, Newcastle, to upwards of 200 ladies and gentle- 
men. The entertainment was of the most sumptuous character, and 
afforded great pleasure to the gay assemblage. April 2, a similar enter- 
tainment was given by the same parties to nearly 300 of their friends in 
Sunderland, at the Athenaeum, in that town. 

20. A copious supply of excellent water was brought into 

Sunderland from the new works at Humbleton Hill. 

23. A horrible murder was perpetrated in the doggers' Entry, 

Side, Newcastle, by a man named Patrick Forbes, on the body of Eliza- 
beth, his wife. Both parties were much addicted to intemperance, and 
they had been drinking together on the previous evening until they were 
nearly insensible. Early this morning, Forbes awoke his son, a boy 12 
years of age, who was lying before the fire of their room, and told him 
that his mother was dead, and upon an alarm being raised it was dis- 
covered that the unfortunate woman had been murdered in a manner so 
horrible as to be almost unprecedented in the annals of crime. The shock- 
ing deed had been done with a poker, and it was not until a close exami- 
nation had been made that the cause of death appeared. The perpetrator 
of this monstrous act was tried and convicted before Mr. Justice Wight- 
man, on the 31st July, and his execution took place near the Gaol, 
Newcastle, on the 24th August. 
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March 26. That imposing strncture, the viadact over the river 
Tweed, at Berwick, designed by Mr. Robert Stephenson, for completing 
the communication between London and Edinburgh, was so far advanced, 
that the ceremony of " keying^ the last arch was performed this day, by 
Mrs. G. B. Bruce. (See p. 231.) The viaduct consists of twenty-«ight 
arches, each of 61 J feet span, and its greatest height above the river is 
126^ feet. Its total length is 2,160 feet, and it contains one and a quarter 
million of cubic feet of masonry, and two and a half millions of bricks. 
The cost of this vast erection — upwards of £200,000 — ^was borne by the 
York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway Company. The ceremony of the 
day excited much interest in Berwick, where a general holiday was 
observed, and a large concourse of persons assembled to view the pro- 
ceedings. A number of tradesmen, &c., dined together at the King's 
Arms Inn, in celebration of the happy completion of the undertaking. 
July 18, the bridge was opened for the passage of trains on one line of 
rails. (See p. 283.) 

28. A vessel called the Rob Roy, an old revenue cutter, was 

seized by the officers of Customs, at the mouth of the Tyne. She was 
found to contain 8,0009). of contraband tobacco, which was about to be 
landed at Marsden. 

30. The north-east coast of England was visited by a 

terrific gale, and the results were of the most destructive character. For 
the previous five weeks the colliers bound from London to the Tyne had 
been detained at Yarmouth by adverse winds, until the number of vessels 
there amounted to nearly 500 ; and on the 28th, the wind having changed, 
they were all liberated together. On the 29th, the wind increased to a 
violent gale, and in the evening, three vessels, the precursors of the fleet, 
were driven upon the rocks at Tynemouth. This morning, these were 
followed by a Hanoverian gpalliot, next by a Swedish vessel, then by the 
Vigilant brig, and lastly, by the Mary Ann, of Shields. By noon 
the gale was at its height, and the whole of the vessels having now 
arrived off the coast, a most extraordinary scene was witnessed as they 
crowded into the river. The " Narrows" soon became completely blocked 
up, and immense loss was occasioned by the vessels running against 
each other and becoming entangled, whilst at intervals the wrecks at the 
mouth of the river were increased by some unfortunate vessel, which had 
been unable to keep the proper course. Two of these were driven far into 
Priors' Haven, and others were knocked to pieces upon the rocks. Hap- 
pily, there was no loss of life, but the spectacle of upwards of twenty 
stranded barks, some with valuable cargoes, was a most melancholy one. 
At Sunderland, the scene was equally saddening, although the number of 
vessels which entered the Wear was not more than 200. Nine ships were 
wrecked upon the pier; and inside the harbour the loss by collisions was 
still more serious, no less than sixty-one being stranded upon the sand 
called the " Potato Garth," all much injured, and many more losing bul- 
warks, masts, &c., so as to be little better than wrecks. No lives were, 
however, lost. At Hartlepool, fourteen vessels were driven on shore in 
diflerent parts of the harbour, and nearly all speedily became wrecks. At 
Bamburgb, the brig Bravo, of Newcastle, ran on shore, and the crew were 
rescued from certain death by George Wilson, a mason, and seven others, 
in a manner which excited great encomiums throughout the country. At 
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Blyth, Amble, and other places, many casnalties occnrred, and the total 
loss of property was enormous, the damage at Sunderland alone being 
estimated at £16,000. 

March, About the end of this month, a human skeleton was found, 
about six feet below the surface, at Building Hill, Sunderland. It seemed 
to have lain there for a very lengthened period. 

April 2. At a meeting held at Darlington, it was resolved to appro- 
priate about 30 acres of charity land, called " Poor Howdens," as a park 
for the free use and recreation of the public. The ground has since been 
laid out in a manner as creditable as it is ornamental to the town. 

2. A grand Musical Festival took place at Morpeth, in the 

Court House, and was attended by the Earl of Carlisle, and a numerous 
assemblage of the neighbouring nobility and gentry. The performance 
consisted of Handel's oratorio of the " Messiah," which was venr excel- 
lently rendered by Mrs. Shaw, IVIiss Deakin, Mr. Lockey, Mr. Helmore, 
and a chorus of about 100 voices. 

11. The majority of W. B. Beaumont, Esq., was celebrated 

with great rejoicing. Arrangements had previously been made by Mr. 
Thomas Sopwith for celebrating the event throughout the extensive mining 
districts belonging to Mr. Beaumont, and in East Allendale 870 miners 
and smelters dined, in West Allendale 506, and in Weardale 1,255; 
making, with 303 boys who were separately regaled, 2,934 persons who 
partook of the hospitality of their young employer. Salutes of cannon 
were fired in each district, and dancing, illuminations, and bonfires con- 
cluded the evening. 

12. de workmen employed in sinking a new shaft at Bum- 
hope colliery, near Lanchester, succeeded in reaching a seam of coal 4 feet 
8 inches in thickness, at a depth of 60 fathoms. 

15. Died, at Tynemouth, aged 60, John William Williamson, 

Esq., of Wliickham, son of the late R. H. Williamson, Esq., recorder of 
Newcastle. The deceased was for some years chairman of the county of 
Durham, the duties of which office he fulfilled with much ability. 

18. The foundation-stone of a new Independent chapel, for the 

congr^ation formerly worshipping in the Postern, Newcastle, was laid in 
West Clayton Street, by the Rev. Thomas Binney, a native of the town. 
June 4, 1851, the chapel, which was designed by Mr. T. Oliver, and 
accommodates 800 hearers, was opened for Divine service by Mr. Binney- 
The building cost £4,000; of which the railway company (who had 
required the site of the Postern chapel) gave £1,900, and the remainder 
was raised by subscription. 

19. Died, at Cleasby, Darlington, aged 100, William Bradley. 

24. The Darlington Water Works having been completed, the 

water was introduced into the town this day. The shareholders dined 
together in the evening, in celebration of the event. 

27. Mr. John Horn Twizell, eldest son of John Twizell 

Wawn, Esq., M.P., was accidentally drowned in the North Tyne, near 
Chollerford, whilst fishing, having been seized with a fit and fallen into 
the stream. The unfortunate young man was in his 22nd year. 

28. The parish church of St. Andrew, By well, near Hex- 
ham, was re-opened, after having been completely restored. The cost of 
the alterations exceeded £400. 
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April 30. Married, at Becket House, Berksliire, the Earl of Strath- 
more, to the Hon. Charlotte Maria Harrington, daughter of Viscount 
Barrington, and grand-daughter of Lord Ravensworth. 

. During this month, two large paintings by the late David 

Bcott, A.K.A., the Achilles and the Orestes were purchased hy subscrip- 
tion, and placed in the Central Exchange News Room, Newcastle. 

May, About this time, a coin, supposed to be one of the Kentish 
King Egbert, was found in the churchyard at Jarrow. 

4. Died, at Preston Villa, North Shields, aged 77, John 

Fenwick, Esq. The deceased, who was an opulent shipowner, was for 
many years an active magistrate, and filled a variety of offices in North 
Shield[8 with great zeal, ability, and integrity. 

19. The Rov. Charles Johnstone, whilst officiating in the 

United Presb)rterian church, Monkwearmouth, was suddenly seized with 
paralysis, and died in a very short time. The deceased had been twenty- 
four years minister of the congregation, and was highly respected. 

22. The annual meeting of the Yorkshire Union of Mechanics* 

Institutes was held at Darlington, E. Baines, Esq., of Leeds, presiding. 
The annual dinner was held at the Sun Inn, F. Mewbum, Esq., in the 
chair, and a soiree took place in the evening, at which the Dean of 
Ripon presided. 

23. Died, at Bristol, aged 74, Miss Jane Porter, whose cele- 
brated novels, " ITiaddeus of Warsaw," " The Scottish Chiefs," and " The 
Pastor's Fireside," have made her name a household word throughout the 
kingdom. Miss Porter was a native of Durham, and sister of the well- 
known traveller, Sir R. K. Porter. (See p. 155.) 

. During this month, it was discovered that the house formerly 

occupied by the Rev. Dr. Wellesley, in the College, Durham, had been 
the ancient dormitory of the priory. Immediate steps were taken by the 
Dean and Chapter to restore the edifice, and a noble apartment was soon 
disinterred from the modem rubbish which had overlaid it. The room, 
which is 197 feet in length, was subsequently fitted up as the library and 
museum of the capitular body, and was opened in September, 1856. 

June 3. Mr. Staite, patentee of the electric light, exhibited his in- 
vention on the south pier, Sunderland. June 25, the light was shown 
upon the Castle of Newcastle, a great number of spectators being attracted 
on both occasions. 

4. Married, in London, Adam Atkinson, Esq., of Lorbottle, 

Northumberland, to Charlotte, only daughter of John Collett, Esq. 

5. An explosion occurred in the Wellington pit, at Usworth, 

the property of Messrs Jonassohn and Co. Nearly 160 persons were at 
work at the time, but the effects of the explosion were confined to one 
portion of the mine, where twelve men and a boy were killed. 

7. The body of a young woman, named Catherine Dufly, was 

found in the river Tyne, near Scotswood, under circumstances which left 
no doubt that she had been murderad. Several young men living in New- 
castle were apprehended on suspicion, but the evidence was insufficient to 
convict any of them. 

12. Mr. Ranger, one of the Inspectors of the General Board 

of Health, opened an inquiry at North Shields into the sanitary state of 
that town. The proceedings excited much interest. 
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June 19. Died, in Newcastle, aged 90, Mr. John Umfreville, shoe- 
maker, one of the last male descendants of the once powerful lords of 
Pmdhoe and Harbottle. Septemher 6, 1851, died, in the Freemen's 
Hospital, Newcastle, aged 62, Mrs. Eleanor Umfreville, who was supposed 
to be the last lineal descendant of that famous house. The deceased had 
a small pension for some years from the Duke of Northumberland. 

20. The northern section of that great commercial undertaking, 

the south dock at Sunderland, was formally opened under very auspicious 
circumstances. The dock at this date was nearly 18 J acres in extent, and 
was upwards of 2,000 feet long. The length of the quays surrounding it 
was 5,248 feet, and those of the half-tide basin 1,026 feet, or a total of 
nearly a mile and a quarter. The dock was estimated to contain 260 
vessels, and the half-tide basin 38. Shortly after ten o'clock, G. Hud- 
son, Esq., M.P., with the directors and shareholders of the company, 
walked in procession from the dock office to the ferry-boat landing, 
where several gaily-decorated steamers were in readiness, and the flotilla, 
which was joined by numberless small craft, entered the tidal harbour 
and passed into the dock, amidst immense cheering from upwards of 
80,000 spectators. Two vessels, the Welcome and the Cleadon, elabo- 
rately decked with flags, were next towed in, and placed under the coal- 
drops, where they were speedily filled with' Haswell and South Hetton 
coals ; and they were immediately succeeded by two other ships, the Don 
and the Susannah. The directors then landed, and with their friends sat 
down to an elegant entertainment, laid out in the adjoining staith, the 
chair being occupied by Mr. Hudson. The chairman, in complimenting 
the directors on their energy in carrying out the undertaking, stated that 
the extent of the dock was unequalled by any in the kingdom. After the 
banquet the workmen connected with the dock and their friends, alto- 
gether 400 in number, were entertained in the same building. A grand 
ball took place in the Athenaeum in the evening, at which 450 persons 
were present, and the dancing was led off by Mrs. C. Bramwell and Mr. 
Hudson* Great rejoicing took place amongst the inhabitants generally, 
and the day was kept as a holiday throughout the neighbourhood. A 
fine painting of the docks, by Mr. M. Thompson, was subsequently pur- 
chased by &e Corporation of Sunderland, and placed in the Borough 
Museum, and there is a similar work of art by Mr. Carmichael, who was 
invited on the occasion. {See Nov. 24, 1855.) 

20. Died, at Rock, Northumberland, Charles Bosanquet, 

Elsq., Governor of the South Sea Company. The deceased was high- 
sheriff of Northumberland in 1828. 

28. About three months previous to this date, Mr. Steel, 

draper, Blyth, had the pavement in front of his shop relaid with flag- 
stones, and to-day, in consequence of one of the stones having risen con- 
siderably above its proper level, a mason was procured to ascertain the 
cause. On raising the flag, which was nearly six stones in weight, it was 
discovered that three large mushrooms were growing underneath it, and 
had evidently lifted it out of its proper position. 

July 2. The foundation-stone of a Roman Catholic chapel, dedi- 
cated to the Immaculate Conception, was laid at Hartlepool by the Right 
Rev. Dr. Hogarth, Bishop of Samosata. The chapel is in the early 
English style, and has a fine spire and a peal of bells. The building was 
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opened on the 28t}i of August, 1851, with great ceremony, by Cknlinal 
Wiseman, four bishops, and fifty priests. 

Jtdy 6. Mairied, at Weymouth, Robert Surtees, Esq., of Redworth 
House, Durham, to Annie, widow of the late Justinian Alston, jun., Ksq., 
of Odell Castle, Bedfordshire. 

. — ■. "— 12. A serious accident oocuired at Mr. Price's glass works, 
Pipewellgata, Qateshead, by the fallingof a large furnace chimney. Between 
fifty and sixty workmen had left the premises but a few minutes before, 
and only two men had remained, who were so much injured that they died 
in a few hours. 

■ 14. A Primitive Methodist chapel was opened at WinlfttoD. 

24. At a meeting of the Council of Berwick, it transpired thmt 

the Board of Ordnance were desirous of destroying the ramparts of that 
ancient town, from the Scotch Gate to the Fli^taff Battery, for the pur- 
pose of disposing of the ground. By the energetic remonstrances of the 
inhabitants the Board were, however, restrained from committing this 
gross act of yaudalism. In July, 1851, the Board of Ordnance leased the 
ramparts to the Local Board of Health, on the latter paying an acknow- 
ledgment of £1 per annum, and engaging to expend £25 a-year in im' 
proving the walks for the recreation of the inhabitants. 
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July 29. Died, at Tumham Green, aged 79, John Brumell, Esq., 
fonnerly a solicitor in Newcastle, and a partner with the late Nathaniel 
Clayton, Esq., nnder the firm of Clayton and Brumell. The deceased 
was a grandson of Mr. Kirkup, silversmith, Side (whose shop, see preceding 
page, is still occupied by a person in the same business), from whom 
he acquired a taste for collecting coins, which gradually grew into a 
passion. His collection was sold by auction in London a few months 
before his death and realised £2,865. 

30. The friends and admirers of Robert Stephenson, Esq., 

M.P., the celebrated civil engineer, entertained him at a public dinner in 
the Central Railway Station, Newcastle, as a mark of respect for his great 
public services, eminent talents, and unblemished character. The station 
was beautifully decorated for the banquet, and views of Mr. Stephen- 
son's greatest public works — the Menai Tubular Bridge, the High-Level 
Bridge at Newcastle, and the great Viaduct at Ber^vick, were introduced 
with considerable effect. The Hon. H. T. Liddell, M.P., presided; the 
vice-chairs being occupied by the mayors of Newcastle and Gateshead 
(Mr. Crawhall and Mr. Hawks). About four hundred gentlemen were 
present, comprising almost every influential person connected with New- 
castle, and the proceedings throughout were of a very pleasing character. 
In the course of the evening, it was stated that Mr. Stephenson had, up 
to this time, been engaged in the construction of 1,790 miles of railway 
in England alone. 

■■ 31. An extraordinary incident occurred in the Moot Hall, 

Newcastle, during the sitting of the Judges of Assize. Mr. Justice 
Wightman, who was presiding in the Crown court, hearing Newcastle 
cases, had a desire to speak to Mr. Justice Cress well, then sitting on the 
civil side, but, on walking to the door leading into the grand-jury room 
(which is the nearest and most usual communication between the courts), 
he found it locked. A policeman then appeared, who stated that the 
county magistrates would not permit the door to be opened, but on the 
learned judge e3q)ressing his determination to have it opened by force. Sir 
Charles Monck, Bart., and other justices advanced from the room. Sir 
Charles at first absolutely refused to permit his lordship to pass, but 
ultimately allowed him to do so, " specially on this occasion." A fur- 
ther " scene" occurred in the grand-jury room, the details of which were 
not made public, but no further attempt was made to close the passage. 

. About the commencement of this month, after several urgent 

remonstrances from the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, and influential 
persons in the district, the Board of Ordnance surrendered the beautiful 
little chapel in Tynemouth Priory, dedicated to the Virgin, to the parish 
authorities. The chapel, which is the only portion of the once magnifi- 
cent monastery in a state of good preservation, had been used for a num- 
ber of years as a powder magazine I 

. A number of oak trees and hazel bushes, in excellent preserv- 
ation, were found embedded in clay, about fifteen feet below the surface, 
in excavating for the docks at West Hartlepool. 

Auffust 1. The Roman Catholic chapel of St. Robert, at Morpeth, was 
opened for Divine service by the Right Rev. Dr. Hogarth, Vicar- Apos- 
tolic. The edifice was erected at a cost of £2,000, from designs by Mr. T. 
Gibson, of Newcastle, and it has a spire 115 feet high. 

2n 
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August 8. Captain Warburton, B.A., held an inquiry at South 
Shields into the statements of a petition recently presented to her Majesty, 
praying for the incorporation of the town. The population of the pro- 
posed borough was stated to be 27,000, and the rateable value of the 
property in it £41,788. 

5. The branch railway from Lesbury to Alnwick having 

been completed, a special train from Newcastle, with a great number of 
passengers, passed along the line. It was opened for general traffic on 
the 19th. 

8. A general holiday took place in North and South Shields, 

to celebrate the passing of the T}'ne Conservancy Act. Same day, great 
rejoicing took place at West Hartlepool, on the West Harbour and Pier 
Extension bill becoming law. 

11. The Hon. and Rev. Gleorge Spencer, brother of Earl 

Spencer, who had recently entered into the Roman Catholic order of 
Passionists, delivered two lectures in Sunderland, " C)n the Conversion 
of England." He subsequently lectured in other towns in the district, 
where his strange garb attracted much notice. 

13. Died, at High Shield, Hexham, aged 71, William Bell, 

Esq. He left his large property, valued at nearly £100,000, to a distant 
relation, named William Bell Walton, a poor miner, at Alston. Mr. 
Walton died in 1856, having conducted himself in his greatly altered 
position with much credit. 

17. A serious affray took place at Hebbum Quay, on the 

river Tyne, between a number of pitmen and sailors, amongst whom an 
ill-feeling had existed ever since the manslaughter of a sailor there in 
1834. {See page 26.) On the present occasion, one of the pitmen, named 
James Irdle, was killed by a stone, and a number of serious injuries were 
sustained by other rioters. 

18. Four persons, named John Clark, John Forrest, Elizabeth 

Carr, and Ann Bowey, engaged a boat at Sunderland for a short excursion, 
lliey were subsequently observed to put out to sea, but were never after- 
wards heard of. 

18. Died, in the Workhouse, Newcastle, aged 84, Euphemia 

Gee, formerly a well-known frequenter of the Fish Market, and celebrated 
by the local muse under the cognomen of " Euify Scott." 

19. Died, in London, aged 43, Sir Charles Vincent Loraine, 

Bart., second son of the late Sir C. Loraine, Bart., of Kirkharle. 

22. The foundation-stone of a new church, dedicated to the 

Trinity, was laid at Hartlepool, by the mayor (Mr. Denton), in the pre- 
sence of a numerous company. The building, which is in the decorated 
style of architecture, was designed by Mr. Middleton, of Darlington, and 
cost £2,630. It accommodates 800 persons, and was opened on the 16th 
April, 1852, when sermons were preached by Dr. Da vies, rector of Gates- 
head. 

29. Her Majesty the Queen, accompanied by the Royal 

Family, passed through Durham and Northumberland on her way to 
Scotland. Her Majesty left Castle Howard, Yorkshire, where she had 
spent the night, at an early hour, and arrived at Darlington a little 
before noon, amidst every demonstration of joy. At Newcastle, the 
greatest preparations had been made to do honour to the Royal traveUers, 
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and as her Majesty had graciously consented to inaugurate the Central 
Bailway Station, that building was beautifully decorated ; the arches at 
the east end were filled with bas-reliefs of the Queen and Prince Albert, 
each twelve feet in height, and the royal arms in the centre were sur- 
rounded with flowers and appropriate ornaments. The various platforms 
were occupied by temporary galleries, affording accommodation for a great 
number of ladies and gentlemen; and the corporate authorities, and a 
detachment of the 33rd Regiment attended to receive the distinguished 
visitors. From an early hour the streets were thronged with strangers, 
the day being observed as a holiday in Sunderland and North and South 
Shields, as well as in Newcastle and Gateshead, and prodigious crowds 
assembled wherever a sight was likely to be obtained of the Royal pro- 
gress. At twenty minutes to one o'clock her Majesty's arrival at the 
high-level bridge was announced by royal salutes fired from both sides 
of the river, and the train was immediately drawn into the Central Rail- 
way Station, amidst deafening cheering. As soon as the carriages had 
reached the centre of the station, the Queen alighted, and was followed 
by Prince Albert, the Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal, Prince Alfred, 
and the Princess Alice, her Majesty being received by Earl Grey, lord- 
lieutenant of the town and county. Sir George Grey, Bart., the mayor and 
sheriff of Newcastle, the high-sheriff of Northumberland (Sir Walter C. 
Trevelyan, Bart.), the mayor of Gateshead, &e. After a formal recep- 
tion of the authorities, the Queen acknowledged the enthusiastic saluta- 
tions of the spectators by bowing graciously, and then proceeded to the 
Roite of apartments provided for her reception, where addresses from the 
Corporations of Newcastle and Gateshead were presented. The Royal 
party subsequently partook of an elegant luncheon, and, after a stay of 
about twenty minutes, they returned to the train, where they made a 
brief but graceful adieu to the authorities and the assemblage generally, 
the carriages leaving the station amidst the firing of cannon, and the 
heartfelt acclamations of the public, who densely lined the route for a 
considerable distance. The Royal train was stopped for a few minutes 
at Lesbnry, in order that her Alajesty might be presented with an address 
from the inhabitants of Alnwick, and no further stay was made until the 
arrival of the distinguished travellers at Berwick, where her Majesty had 
graciously undertaken to open the magnificent railway bridge which there 
connects the two kingdoms. Tlie dense masses of }>eople assembled at 
Tweedmouth and Berwick were quite astonishing, considering the popula- 
tion of the district, and nothing could exceed the enthusiasm of all 
classes. A splendid triumphal arch spanned the lofty bridge, and upon it 
was the conspicuous and appropriate inscription " Tlie last Act of the 
Union." Galleries were placed in convenient situations for the more 
respectable inhabitants, and a guard of honour of the 81st Regiment, with 
their band, and the officers of the Coast-guard, were also in attendance. 
At ten minutes past three the train came in sight, and as soon as it 
reached the station, Mr. Leeman, chairman of the York, Newcastle, and 
Berwick Railway Company, conducted her Majesty and the Royal Family, 
amidst every demonstration of joy, to a pavilion which had been erected 
and gaily decorated for their reception. The mayor and sheriff of Berwick 
and Colonel Wellesley were then presented by Sir George Grey, and her 
Majesty having surveyed the beautiful and extensive panorama com- 
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inanded by the pavilion, and expressed her admiration of the landscape, 
was gracioasly pleased to name tiie imposing stracture she had passed over 
the *' Royal Border Bridge." After remaining a few minutes in conver- 
sation with the mayor and other authorities, her Majesty and the Prince 
returned to the railway station, where an address from the Corporation of 
Berwick was presented, and received very courteously; and the Royal 
party then took their seats, and proceeded on their route amidst enthusi* 
astic cheering. Great festivities took place at Newcastle and Berwick in 
celebration of the day: in the former town the mayors and members of the 
Corporations of Newcastle and Gateshead, the directors of the railway, and 
other gentlemen, dined together in the Assembly Rooms, and in the even- 
ing there was a display of fireworks on the Weavers' Tower, New Bridge 
Street ; in Benvick, Earl and Countess Grey and other distinguished per- 
sons lunched with the mayor, after the departure of her Majesty, and a 
dinner took place in the afternoon at the Town Hall, followed by a grand 
ball and supper in the Assembly-room, the evening closing with a brUliant 
pyrotechnic exhibition. 

Tlie Central Railway Station in Newcastle, above referred to, is one of 
the most elegant and commodious in the kingdom, and is in the Romano- 
Italian style, the ornamental work being of the Doric order. The princi- 
pal front, exclusive of the hotel, is 600 feet in length, and the shed is 236 
yards long by Gl wide, covering an area of about three acres. It was 
built at the expense of the York, Newcastle, and Berwick, and the New- 
castle and Carlisle Railway Companies, and the cost of its erection was 
about £90,000. Owing to the unfortunate depression in railway property, 
the magnificent design of Mr. Dobson, the architect of the building, has 
not been fully carried out, the portico, 200 feet in length by 70 in width, 
being still wanting, although the saving to the two companies from its 
non-completion must have been very inconsiderable. After this date, the 
trains from Newcastle to York, Berwick, Tynemouth and Sunderland ran 
from this station. A new station for the T^iiemouth branch was also 
opened near the Gas Yard, Newcastle, and a station was erected in Half- 
Moon Lane, Gateshead, for the accommodation of residents in that town. 
On the 1st January-, 1851, the Newcastle and Carlisle trains conmienced 
running from the Central Station. 

August. A large seal was captured on the Herd Sand, South Shields. 

. About the end of this month, the Haswell Coal Company 

opened a fine seam of coal, 5 J feet thick, at Shotton colliery. 

Septanher 3. A charter of incorporation was granted to South Shields, 
by the Queen in Council. The new Corporation consists of a mayor, eight 
aldermen, and twenty-four councillors. Much rejoicing took place at 
South Shields on the grant being made known. 

5. A cricket match between eleven of " All England" and 

twenty -two of Darlington took place at that town, and created much in- 
terest. The match concluded on the 7tli as follows: — All England, 280; 
Darlington, 170. 

8. A number of whales made their appearance off Tynemouth, 

and excited some sensation amongst the numerous residents there. On 
the following morning, upwards of fifty tons of fish arrived in Newcastle, 
and herrings were sold at eight a penny. The whales remained upon th« 
coast for some days. 
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September 17. The skeleton of a man of large stature was found by some 
workmen who were levelling the ground at Humbleton Hill, Sunderland. 
The body appeared to have been doubled up when buried, and there was 
no vestige of wearing apparel. 

18. Captain Warburton held a court at Hartlepool in reference 

to a petition from a majority of the ratepayers, praying for a new charter 
for the town. The proceedings excited some interest. (See p. 288.) 

19. Whilst some sawyers were employed in the timber yard 

of Messrs Pierce and Thackray, Monkwearmouth, they discovered the nest 
of a woodpecker and the skeletons of four young birds in the middle of a 
solid tree. 

25. The commissioners under the Alnwick Improvement Act 

held their final meeting, previous to handing over their books and records 
to the Local Board of Health, which was appointed on the following day. 
A vote of thanks to Mr. William Dickson, solicitor, for his valuable and 
gratuitous services for twenty-eight years was passed by the commission- 
ers, and Mr. Dickson, a few days after, was elected chairman of the new 
Board of Health. 

25. The commissioners under the Darlington Improvement 

Act were superseded by the Local Board of Health. 

27. Died, in London, aged 61, Mr. James Thomson, engraver. 

The deceased was a native of Mitford, Northumberland, his mother being a 
daughter of the Rev. I. Nelson, vicar of that place. Having shown a 
great predilection for drawing whilst quite a youth, he was sent, at the 
suggestion of Sir John Trevelyan, to an eminent engraver named Macken- 
zie, in London, and having adopted the not unusual mode of travelling in 
those days — a voyage in a Newcastle collier — he was, incredible as it may 
appear, nine weeks upon his passage. Mr. Thomson rapidly rose to great 
celebrity in his profession, and his portrait of the Queen, after Grant; the 
Bishop of London, after Richmond ; Prince Albert, after Ross ; and many 
of his plates in " Lodge's Portraits," possess the highest merit. 

28. A man, named Williamson, residing in Gateshead, threw 

himself, whilst in a state of intoxication, from the roadway of the high- 
level bridge into the river Tyne. He was wholly unhurt by this foolhardy 
exploit, and was picked up by a party of his companions in a boat. The 
feat had been performed for a wager of a pot of ale. 

29. The Pope, by an Apostolical Letter of this date, declared 

the restoration of the episcopal hierarchy of the Church of Rome in Eng- 
land. The kingdom was divided into one archbishopric, and twelve 
subordinate dioceses, the northern counties forming the bishopric of Hag- 
glestown (Hexham), to which Dr. Hogarth, the previous Vicar- Apostolic, 
was preferred. 

29. A Roman Catholic chapel was opened at Thomley, near 

Durham, by Bishop Hogarth. The edifice is of very plain character, and 
had previously been a dissenting chapel. 

30. Christopher Davison, Esq., was elected mayor of Hartle- 
pool, being the last chief magistrate appointed under the old charter. (/S!w 
p. 290.) 

. The base of the old market-cross of Chester-le-Strect was dis- 
covered in the street of that town. 

October 1. Tlie new line of railway from Pelaw to Washington, which 
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henceforth formed part of the main line of the York, Newcastle, and 
Berwick Railway, was opened. This alteration considerahly shortened 
the distance between Newcastle and the south. 

October 1. A grand fancy-fair and horticultural exhibition was held 
in Newcastle, in aid of the funds of the Literary and Philosophical Society 
of that town, and the North of England Society for the Promotion of the 
Fine Arts. The exhibition took place in the apartments of the two insti- 
tutions, and the stalls were attended by upwards of fifty ladies, the chief 
superintendents being the Duchess of Northumberland, Mrs. Mayoress, 
Mrs. Charlton, of Hesleyside, Mrs. John Cookson, Mrs. Abbot, Mrs. 
Headlam, Mrs. Coxe, Mrs. Kcenlyside, Mrs. Bruce, and Mrs. Weatherley. 
The fair and exhibition continued open until the evening of the 8rd, and 
the total receipts exceeded £860. 

5. About four o'clock this morning, a destructive fire broke 

out in a house occupied by Mr. Brown, draper. Bull Ring, North Shields. 
The family were nearly suffocated whilst asleep, but were happily enabled 
to make their escape. The flames rapidly communicated to the house 
occupied by Mr. Stoddart, leather-cutter, as well as to another dwelling- 
house behind, and the whole of these buildings were destroyed before the 
flames were got under, the damage being estimated at about £3,000. 

9. A fire broke out this evening, in the worsted and yam 

manufactory of Messrs James Wilson and Sons, in Hillgate, Gateshead, 
and it was soon found impossible to save any portion of the building, 
which was reduced to ashes with all its contents. The loss was estimateid 
at £4,000. {See October 6, 1854.) 

11. The Queen and Royal Family passed through Northum- 
berland and Durham, on their way to the South of England. 

12. Died, at Wall send, aged 82, Mr. James Crozer, a skilful 

but very eccentric horticulturist. He had received several medals from 
agricultural societies for papers on husbandry, &c. 

22. The coalowners of Northumberland and Durham enter- 
tained Hugh Taylor, Esq., of Earsdon, at a sumptuous dinner in the 
Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, in recognition of his valuable services as 
chairman of the Coal Trade committee for a lengthened period. M. Bell, 
Esq., M. P., presided, the vice-chairs being occupied by J. Lamb, Esq., and 
H. Stobart, Esq., and about 100 gentlemen were present. 

25. Tlie first election under the new Act establishing Local 

Marine Boards took place at Newcastle and other ports in the district. 

November, The estate of Beal, Northumberland, consisting of 1,320 
acres, and let for £1 JOO a-year, was sold by P. J. Selby, Esq., to Hugh 
Taylor, jun., Esq., of London, for £47,000. 

1. The first election of councillors for the new borough of 

South Shields took place, and considerable excitement prevailed during 
the day. At the close of the poll, the following gentlemen were declared 
to be elected, by Richard Shortridge, E8q.,retuming-officer: — South Shields 
Ward — James Young, 263 votes; Tliomas Staintun, 263; George Potts, 
241; John Clay, 238; John L. Hall, 228; Edward T. Wawn, 206; 
William Forrest, 191; John White, 153; Thomas Hudson, 147. Jarrow 
Ward — Matthew Stainton, 163; James Stevenson, 156; George Hudson, 
128; John W. Lamb, 121; J. P. Elliott, 106; John Toshach, 108; 
Joseph Grey, 92; Errington Bell, 90; J. F. Kennedy, 89. Westoe Ward 
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— John Eobinson, 184; Thomas Forsyth, 156; Christopher N. Wawn, 
141; Bostock T. Whinney, 136; Henry Briggs, 115; Thomas Wallis, 
114. On the 9th November, John Clay, Esq., was elected mayor; John 
Clay, James Young, John Robinson, Thomas Forsyth, George Potts, 
James Stevenson, John Toshach, and Matthew Stainton, aldermen; and 
Thomas Salmon, town-clerk. 

November 5. Died, in Newcastle, aged 65, Thomas Hodgson, Esq. 
The deceased was formerly one of the proprietors of the " Newcastle 
Chronicle," and was the editor of that periodical from the close of 1807 
to the commencement of 1848, when serious illness disabled him from 
continuing his arduous task. His editorial labours were marked through- 
out that protracted period by the kindliest feelings ; the asperity of party 
was unknown to him, and amidst all the excitement of political strife he 
maintained a high tone of gentlemanly feeling, and ever treated the 
opinions and feelings of others with courtesy and forbearance. Before 
retiring from public life he had the rare felicity, not only of witnessing the 
successful achievement of every one of the great questions which he had 
contended for during his political career, but of observing those reforms 
which he had so ably, sincerely, and constitutionally advocated, in full 
operation, with the almost unanimous concurrence of the English people. 
But it was not only as a political writer that Mr. Hodgson was widely 
and honourably known. His attainments as a classical scholar were very 
considerable; as an antiquary, particularly as an Anglo-Roman anti- 
quary, he had few superiors in the kingdom, and his papers in the 
" Archfleologia iEliana" will long bear witness to his profound research 
and acute powers of reasoning. For many years his leisure had been 
chiefly devoted to the preparation of a new edition of Horsley's " Bri- 
tannia Romana," a labour which his attainments peculiarly fitted him 
for, and the non-completion of which is greatly lamented by Archaeolo- 
gists. In addition to his antiquarian productions, he likewise edited three 
works on Typography, which were published by the Newcastle Typogra- 
phical Society, and are now exceedingly scarce. He also finished, shortly 
before his decease, a " A History of all the Stations on the Roman Wall," 
with an account of the memorials discovered at each, but unfortunately 
the first portion of the work was not found amongst his papers. 

9. The election of Mayors of the various boroughs in the dis- 
trict took place, with the following result : — Newcastle, Wm. Armstrong 
(Mark Lambert Jobling, sheriff). Gateshead^ Joseph Robson. Tynemouthy 
William linskill. South Shields, John Clay. Sunderland, Wm. Mordey. 
Durham, John Henry Forster. Stockton, Charles Trotter. Morpeth, 
George Brumell. Berwick, George Ker Nicholson (Alexander Cahill, 
sheriff). Mr. Joseph Ratcliffe Wilson was elected town-clerk of Stock- 
ton, in the room of Mr. Faber, deceased. The ladies of Tynemouth pre- 
sented the mayor of that borough with an elegant gold chain, value 100 
guineas, to be worn by the newly-elected and every future chief magistrate. 

11. A dreadful explosion of gas occurred in Houghton 

colliery, the property of the Earl of Durham. At the time of the acci- 
dent, which was caused by an accumulation of gas in an old working 
having been ignited by the foolliardiness of a miner, one hundred and 
fifty persons were at work in the pit ; but a number of brave men volun- 
teered, with the usual magnanimity displayed under such circumstances. 
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to make an attempt to save their relatives and friends, and, after five 
hours* arduous exertions, they succeeded in rescuing one hundred and 
twenty-four men and boys, many of whom were in a state of insensibility. 
The remainder, twenty-six in number, were found dead. The sufiferings 
of the survivors during the protracted period which elapsed before their 
deliverance were of the most intense character, both bodily and mental, 
and the meeting between them and their disconsolate families, who had 
given them up as lost, can never be forgotten by those who witnessed it. 
The sufferers, with two exceptions, were unmarried, and the Earl of Dur- 
ham ordered that every necessary relief should be afforded to their relatives. 

November 14. Tlic first meeting of the River Tyne Commissioners (aet 
p. 275) took place in the Guildhall, Newcastle. Gborge Thomas Dunn, 
Esq., was elected chairman of the new board. 

20. At a meeting of the Newcastle Council to elect an alder- 
man in the room of Mr. PhiUpson, who declined to accept the office, Mr. 
Joseph Hawks had 31 votes and Mr. John Blackwell 13. Mr. Hawks 
was thereupon declared elected, but Mr. Blackwell denied his opponent's 
qualification to be upon the register, and asserted himself to be Uie legal 
^derman. Mr. Hawks declined to contest the point, and retired, when 
Mr. H. Robinson was appointed to fill the vacancy ; but as Mr. Blackwell 
continued to claim the seat, Mr. Robinson also disclaimed the office, and 
further litigation took place. (^See May 5, 1852.) 

27. A meeting was held in Newcastle, for the purpose of me- 
morialising Parliament to take suitable measures for the protection of 
civil and religious liberty, threatened by the recent " Papal aggression.*^ 
{See p. 285). Resolutions to that effect were carried by immense majori- 
ties ; and a similar result took place in every town and village in the district. 

27. A meeting was held in Durham, to further the erection 

of a covered market for that city. The mayor presided; and, after ad- 
dresses from Dr. Gilly, Alderman Henderson, and others, it was determined 
to form a joint-stock company, with a capital of £12,000, to carry out 
the projected improvement. An Act of Parliament for that purpose re- 
ceived the Royal assent on the 20th May, 1851. 

. This month, two very large stone coffins, formed of rough 

slabs, one of them containing two urns formed of baked clay, and the 
other a quantity of bones, were found in a natural mound, called Shell 
Laws, at Hawkhill farm, near Alnwick. The stone which covered the 
larger coffin was upwards of a ton in weight. 

December, A valuable vein of lead ore was discovered in the workings 
of Shincliffe colliery, Durham. 

5. A handsome silver candelabrum was presented to Mr. T. 

W. U. Robinson, by the inhabitants of Houghton-le-Spring, for his ser- 
vices in procuring, at some pecuniary cost, a new scheme from the Court 
of Chancery for the regulation of Wheeler's Charity School, in that town. 

5. Tlie Queen granted a new charter to the town of Hartle-^ 

pool, by which it was in future to be governed by a mayor, four aldermen, 
and twelve councillors. Much rejoicing took place on the obtainment of 
the document, the former charter having been peculiarly obnoxious to 
the inhabitants generally. 

8. The parish church of Whitworth, Durham, was re-opened, 

after having been almost wholly rebuilt. 
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December 16. A fortnightly cattle market was established at Alnwick. 

18. A boiler explosion occurred at Crow Trees colliery, Dur- 
ham, by which two men were killed. December 20, a similar accident 
oocarred at Ford paper-mill, near Sunderland, by which a father and son, 
named Oliver, were killed. 

19. A public dinner was given in the Gk>lden Lion Inn, South 

Shields, to John Clay, Esq., mayor of the borough, as a mark of the 
respect of the inhabitants, and in celebration of the incorporation of the 
town. One hundred and forty gentlemen sat down to dinner, the chair 
being occupied by R. Ingham, Esq., M.P., and the vice-chairs by Messrs 
Mather, Paxton, and Wallis. 

20. The parish church of Rothbury was re-opened, after hav- 



ing been completely restored. A lofty tower was added to the edifice, 
well as a handsome western porch. The expense, which was very con- 
siderable, was defrayed by subscription, the Duke of Northumberland 
eontribating £800. 

23. The bachelors of South Shields gave an elegant ball and 

■upper to 180 ladies and gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood. The 
Attembly-room was el^^tly decorated for the occasion, and the ball was 
kd off by Mnu Clay and Mr. Ingham, M.P. The entertainment was 
under the management of Mr. Ingham, Mr. R. W. Swinburne, and Mr. 
Wallis, and it passed off to the utmost satisfaction of the guests. 

27. Died, at Lanchester, aged 107, Thomas Milbum ; he re- 
tained all his faculties until within a few days of his death. 

31. Birth : In London, the Lady Olivia Ossulston of a son 

and heir. Much rejoicing took place at Chiliingham on the happy event. 
31. The Improvement Commissioners of South Shields re- 



their powers to the new Corporation of that town. 

1850. Daring this year, the elegant building erected near the North 
Road, Dorham, for an Infirmary, was opened for the reception of inmates. 
It is in the Tudor style of architecture, from a design by Mr. Thompson, 
and cost £7,500. The building accommodates forty-two patients. 

1851, January 2. Died, at Witton Hall, Durham, aged 72, George 
Taylor, Esq. The deceased was extensively read in Greek and Latin 
Utoratare, and for nearly forty years he was engaged in compiling a Com- 
mon*plaoe Book of Quotations from those languages, the publication of 
which could not fail to be most interesting and valuable to scholars. In 
1832, Mr. Taylor was appointed secretary to the Commission of Inquiry 
into the Poor Laws, but, owing to domestic circumstances, he was soon 
after obliged to resign, leaving, however, an able and elaborate report, 
which was afterwards laid before Parliament. He contributed several 
papers to the '' Quarterly Review," and he was also the author of that 
excellent memoir of his friend, Robert Surtees, Esq., of Mainsforth, which 
if prefixed to the fourth volume of the " History of Durham," and which 
cannot be read by any one without esteem for both the writer and the 
subject. Owing to a shaking hand, Mr. Taylor made use of a contrivance 
to steady his pen in writing, by a piece of mechanism connected with 
his neck. 

— — 2. Died, at Morpeth, aged 100, Mrs. Alice Miller. 

4. Died, at Ramsay, Isle of Man, aged 88, Sir Henry Claude 

Loraine, Bart., third son of the late Sir C. Loraine, Bart., of Kirkharle. 

2o 
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January 6. The first election of councillors for the borongh of Hartle- 
pool took place, in accordance with the provisions of the new charter. 
There were twenty-seven candidates, and much excitement prevailed 
throughout the day. The following gentlemen were declared elected: — 
8. Robinson, 472 votes; W. Gordon, 417; J. P. Denton, 418; John 
Winstanley, 352; Robert Hunter, 304; Thomas Robson, 302; John 
Todd, 287 ; 0. Davison, 280 ; John Mowbray, 278 ; R. Brewis, 272 ; R. 
E. Hutton, 269 ; R. Winstanley, 267. January 14, Stephen Robinson, 
Esq., was elected mayor; J. P. Denton, W. Gordon, C. Davison, and 
John Winstanley, aldermen; and Thomas Belk, town-clerk. 

7. The Clarence Railway Company agreed to lease their line in 

perpetuity to the Stockton and Hartlepool Company, at 2\ per cent, on 
the share capital, the lessees paying off the Government and other debts. 

. 10. Died, at Fenham Hall, Newcastle, aged 79, Colonel 

Robert Bell. The deceased served the office of mayor of Newcastle in 
1822-3, and was the only alderman of the old Corporation appointed to the 
tame office under the new regime, 

16. The Hon. Lady Williamson gave a grand ball and snpp^ 

in the Athenaeum, Sunderland, to conunemorate the coming of age of 
Hedworth Williamson, Esq., eldest son of her ladyship and Sir H. Wil- 
liamson, Bart. Mr. Williamson had reached his twenty-first year in 
1848, but having been abroad, in the diplomatic service, the entertain- 
ment had been postponed until his return. Nearly 400 ladies and gentle- 
men were present, and the brilliant affair passed off with great animation. 

29. The new town-hall just erected in Durham was opened 

by a grand dinner, given by the mayor (Mr. Forster) to upwards of 200 
gentlemen. The hall, which was designed by Hardwick, and is 72 feet 
in length by 36 in breadth, was erected by subscription, to which the 
Corporation, the Bishop of Durham, and several county fJEunilies largely 
contributed. The walls and oaken roof are ornamented in a very tasteful 
manner, and are relieved by shields of the arms of the various city com- 
panies, and the principal subscribers to the building. The great west 
window, which is one of the most successful specimens of stained glass in 
the North of England, contains the procession of the citizens to the 
Cathedral on Corpus Christi day ; Edward III. thanking the burgesses 
for their loyalty; full-length portraits of four of the most celebrated 
Bishops of the diocese ; and the arms of R. H. Allan, Esq., and other 
subscribers. The appearance of the building is exceedingly striking on 
entering it, and great praise was awarded to Mr. William Henderson, Mr. 
Mark Story, and Mr. J. H. Forster, by whom the erection was superin- 
tended. Besides the construction of this fine edifice, the committee set 
about the restoration of the old town-hall and the mayor's chamber, which 
they executed with great taste and skill, and the fine oak pannelling, 
which had been barbarously covered with innumerable coats of paint, was 
cleaned and rendered very effective. The total cost of these improve- 
ments, exclusive of the great window, was upwards of £3,850. 

30. A grand ball was given by the bachelors of Sunderland, 

in the Athenaeum, to upwards of 400 ladies and gentlemen, the ball being 
led off by Lady Seaham and F. Horn, Esq. (who officiated as Master of 
the Ceremonies). The stewards were Messrs H. Allison, W. Atche- 
jM)D, H. Bramwell, R. 0. Harrison, R. A. Johnson, W. Ord, jun., H. 
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fioott, G. Bcurfield, and J. Spenoe, and their exertions for the comfort and 
pleasure of their guests were of the most satisfactory kind. 

January. During this and the following month, the trade of the dis- 
trict was seriously interrupted by a " strike" wliich took place amongst the 
sailors of the Tyne and Wear, owing to certain regulations, issued by the 
Board of Trade under the powers of the new Mercantile Marine Act, being 
eonsidered oppressive and unjust. After much rioting at Shields on seve- 
ral occasions, some of the obnoxious rules were withdrawn, and the men 
resumed their employment on the 22d of February. The Hecate, war 
steamer, was sent to the Tyne by the Government to preserve order, and 
remained throughout the strike. 

February 6. The erection of the railway viaducts in Newcastle having 
required the removal of the hall of the Barber Surgeons^ Company in the 
Manors, the foundation-stone of a new building for the use of the com- 
pany, and of the Newcastle Medical School, was laid this day at Ryehill 
by Archdeacon Thorp, Warden of the University of Durham, in the pre- 
sence of the mayor and sheriff, the stewards of the company, and a num- 
ber of the inhabitants, who met the archdeacon at the Railway Station, 
and walked in procession from thence to the site. A dinner took place in 
tlie evening, in the George Inn, which was attended by about eighty gen- 
tlemen, Sir John Fife presiding. The new ball was designed by Mr. 
Dobson, and is a commodious structure for the objects it was erected for. 

^-^— - 8. Died, at Chelsea, aged 79, Mr. William Martin, the well- 
known '' Christian Philosopher, and Philosophical Conqueror of all Na- 
tions.'* The deceased, at an early age, exhibited marks of considerable 
mechanical ingenuity, and in 1814 he received the silver Isis medal of the 
Bociety of Arts for his invention of a spring weighing-machine, with cir- 
cular dial and index. His schemes, however, were rarely of so beneficial 
a character, for, after many years labour, he announced that he had dis- 
covered the principle of Perpetual Motion, and in 1821 he exhibited his 
^ Eureka** in London and other places. Its motive power was a strong 
current of air, and it is unnecessary to add that it failed to answer the 
purpose of its inventor. He then published " A New System of Natural 
Philosophy in Refutation of Sir Isaac Newton and other Pretenders to 
Science;** and in June, 1830, he commenced a lecturing tour throughout 
lingland, returning to Newcastle in the following year, after, as he boast- 
ed, *' triumphantly refuting all opponents." From that time until within 
about two years of his death the " Philosopher" printed his lucubrations 
on all sorts of subjects in great abundance, and his extraordinary attempts 
at poetry contributed greatly to the amusement of the public* His ec- 
centricities in costume were not less remarkable : for some years previous 
to his death his head-dress consisted of the shell of a tortoise, mounted 
with brass, and his breast was generally ornamented with a variety of 

* The following is one of his advertisements in the local journals. The first couplet re- 
ftn to a subject noticed at page 207. 

^FIVB HIOH-FLTIirO BIRDS KILLED WITH OIVB STOXE. 

**The ladie Faversham, a bark of 80 keels, sunk in Shields harbour, did much annoy. 
The Bfartinian invention gave her the grand lift^the people well pleased shouted for ioy. 
Olover, the diseased-potato quack-doctor, of his wisdom people have of him their doubts, 
-Writer for a silly doctor in Sunderland, both as daft as the calf that eats clouts. 
George Stephenson and Son, mock Engineers, and both knaves and loons, 
If they do not answer the Philosopher, a proof he has snuffed out their full moons. 

'' W. Martin, Philoaophical Conqueror of all Katlooa^ ' 
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stars and other decorations of unknown derivation. Amonggt bib later 
mechanical efforts were a life-boat, a self-acting railway gate, and a de- 
sign for a high-level bridge over the Tyne; bat he was under the sing^alar 
delusion that every project brought before the world had originated with 
him and been stolen from interested motives, and it is difficult to say, not 
what he did, but what he did not claim to have been the inventor oL 
This harmless eccentric was brother of the notorious incendiary, Jooathan 
Martin (see Sykes, vol. ii., p. 241), and of the celebrated painter, John 
{see February 17, 1854), who kindly invited him to his residence in 
1849, and with whom he spent his last days in comparative affiaenoa 
and comfort. 

February 11. A very handsome piece of plate, valued at about £500, 
was presented to Ralph Ward Jackson, Esq., of Qreatham Hail, by tha 
inhabitants of West Hartlepool, '' as a token of their admiration of the 
skill, energy, and patient perseverance displayed in projecting and execut- 
ing the Hartlepool West Harbour and Docks.*^ The presentation took 
place at a public dinner at the Ship Hotel, to which about 150 g^itlemen 
sat down, Mr. £. Tumbull, of Hartlepool, presiding. The testiiiionial, 
which consisted of a bust of Mr. Jackson in silver, surrounded by figuiea 
of Commerce, Industry, and Science, was much admired by the com- 
pany. 

24. A large vessel, containing nearly two tons of irwi in a 

liquid state, was accidentally overturned at the works of Messrs ELawks, 
Crawshay, and Company, Gateshead, by which two of the workmen were 
burnt in a dreadful manner, and died shortly after. 

. Died, at Bumopfield, aged 100, Mrs. Mary Crozier. 

March 1. Died, in Newcastle, Sir William Londne, Bart., second eon 
of Sir William Loraine, Bart., of Kirkharle. The deceased had been for 
■many years Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the body of Freemasons, 
and his remains were interred with masonic honours. 

3. Died, in Newcastle, aged 63, Mr. William Mitford, shoe- 
maker. The deceased was widely known from his abilities as a local poet, 
and his " Pitman's Courtship," for its liveliness and fidelity to nature, may 
be considered one of the best of Newcastle songs. 

9. The new church at Shincliife, Durham, dedicated to St. 

•Mary, was opened for Divine service. The church is in the early English 
style, but the spire intended to be placed upon it has not been added. 
August 5, the building was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

18. This morning, whilst twenty-three boats, containing four 

men each, were fishing off the village of Newbiggen, Northumberland, a 
gale suddenly arose from the south-east, and the sea was instantly thrown 
into a violent state of commotion. The fishermen made for the shore as 
quickly as possible, and nearly the whole of them got into Gresswell in 
safety, but two boats which attempted to land at Snab Point were upset, 
and of the crews, eight in number, only one man was saved. A third boat 
was upset at Newbig-gen, and two of the men were also lost. The melan- 
choly accidents were witnessed by hundreds of the villagers, who were 
perfectly unable to render assistance, although the men were drowned with- 
in a few feet of the shore. The sufferers were nearly all closely related to 
each other, and a subscription was raised for their surviving relatives. 

19. The foundation-stone of a new chapel for the Wceleyan 
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Selbnnen, was laid in Dock Street, Monkwearmoutli. The chapel was 
opened on the 27th July. 

March 22. The coal miners of Northumberland and Dnrham presented 
James Mather, Esq., of South Shields, with an elegant piece of plate, as 
a mark " of their gratitude for his talented and praiseworthy exertions, in 
promoting measures to diminish the dangers arising from bad ventilation 
and other causes in the mines of the kingdom." The presentation took 
plaoe in the Lecture Boom, Newcastle. 

31. Died, at Stagshawbank, Northumberland, aged 106, Mrs, 

Jane Heardman. Her daughter, aged 84, walked upwards of thirty miles 
to visit her, a short time previously. 

AprU d. At the one hundredth anniversary meeting of the Governors 
of Newcastle Infirmary, a special committee was appointed to take steps 
for the enlargement of the building to an extent commensurate with the 
wants of the district. August 6, another meeting was held, the Duke of 
Northumberland in the chair, when resolutions, urging the necessity of the 
fixtension, were proposed by Mr. Ord, M.P., Mr. Bell, M.P., the Hon. H. 
T. Liddell, Mr. W. B. Beaumont, and others. The chairman subscribed 
£500, offering to double it if the alterations were fully carried out; the 
Bishop of Durham and Mr. Beaumont gave 250 guineas each. Misses 
Davickon, Lemington, £250, the Corporation of Newcastle £200, and 
munificent donations from other parties soon raised the required funds to 
upwards of £5,000. 

— 6. Died, in London, aged 66, George Pemberton, Esq., of 
Bainbridge Holm, Sunderland, F.R.S. 

7. At a meeting of Gateshead Council, Mrs. George Hawks 

and a deputation of the ladies of the borough presented the mayor (Mr. 
Bobflon) with an elegant gold chain, value £130, to be worn by him and 
all succeeding chief magistrates during their term of office. The links of 
the chain are formed of the initial letter of the town, alternating with its 
arms, and the badge bears the arms and crest, with the legend '^ bvrovs 
DB GATESHEAD.'* Mrs. Hawks read a neat address upon the occasion, and 
the scene was very animated and pleasing, much enthusiasm being mani* 
fested by the Council. 

•^-^— - 7. The public baths and wash-houses erected by the Corpo- 
ration of Sunderland, from designs by Mr. T. Oliver, jun., at a cost of 
about £3,000, were opened for public purposes ; and the building was 
pronounced one of the most elegant and commodious of the kind in the king- 
dom* The mayor gave a luncheon to the principal promoters of the insti- 
tution in honour of the occasion. 

' 9. The foundation-stone of a new Congregational chapel was 

laid in Fawcett Street, Sunderland, by the Rev. Dr. Vaughan. The build- 
ing is in the Italian style, from designs by Mr. T. Oliver, jun., and con- 
tains 1,100 sittings. It was opened on the 13th of November following, 
having been erected at a cost of about £2,000. 

15. At a public meeting held in Berwick, the mayor in the 

ehair, it was resolved to establish a Mechanics' Institute in that town. 

— — . This month, Mr. G. Dodgson, of North Shields, next of kin 
of Mr. O. Scott, earthenware manufacturer, who died about 1820, received 
a letter signed £. J. Love, containing a sum of money in payment of a 
promissory note, with forty-six years' interest upon it. 



294 LOCAL records; or, [1851. 

April. Whilst workmen were excavating in a field belongiAg to 
Smith's charity at Hartlepool, the remains of upwards of 150 persons were 
discovered in a space not exceeding 25 feet sqnare. The skeletons were 
huddled together in various positions, and had all belonged to men of large 
stature. No record of their interment seems to exist. 

May 11. A singular explosion occurred in the hoase of Mir. E. An- 
drews, Hendon Road, Sunderland. A stone bottle filled with water, and 
tightly corked, had been put into the oven to warm, for the feet of an 
invalid, but had been forgotten; and, whilst the family were at chnrch,the 
bottle exploded with surprising violence, owing to the expansion of the 
water. The oven and the furniture of the room were shattered to pieces, 
and a servant was so much injured by the flying missiles as to be insen- 
sible for several days after. 

11. The body of a hawker, named Charles White, was found 

in the river Tees, near Bamardcastle. There seemed little doubt bat that 
he had been murdered, but the facts were never ascertained. 

15. An inquest was opened at Halt whistle, on the body of 

Thomas Teasdale, a farmer, at Kellah, who had expired under suspicioas 
circumstances. By a post-mortem examination, it became certain that the 
deceased had died from the efiects of arsenic, and the jury, after several 
sittings, brought in a verdict of wilful murder against his wife. At the 
assizes, the grand jury threw out the bill against her. 

16. The River Tees Conservancy bill was thrown oat by a 

committee of the House of Commons. The bill was promoted by the 
Stockton and Darlington Railway Company, in opposition to the wishes 
of the people of Stockton, and much rejoicing took place in that town on 
the defeat of the measure. 

19. The comer-stone of a new Baptist chapel was laid at 

Hartlepool. The building cost £600, and was opened in the following 
February. [There were only seven Baptists in Hartlepool in 1845. — 
Sharp's History,'] 

19. A violent thunderstorm visited Newcastle and the neigh- 
bourhood. A man, named Fibbs, was struck dead on the Durham ro^d, 
near Gateshead Low Fell, his clothes being torn off and scattered to some 
distance. The lightning also struck the house of Mr. J. Atkinson, Wind- 
mill Hills, Gateshead, but although the ornaments were knocked off the 
mantelpiece of the sitting-room, and the walls much injured, Mr. and 
Mrs. Atkinson escaped unhurt. The house of Mr. Muras, Arthar*s Hill, 
Newcastle, was also seriously damaged by the electric fluid. 

20. An Act permitting the removal of the bridge over PandoQ 

Dean, Newcastle, to the Ousebum, in that town, received the Royal 
assent; but the alteration has not been carried into effect. 

26. The public baths and washhouses at Darlington were 

opened. The building was erected by subscription, and cost about £700. 

28. This being the day on which Gustavus Hamilton Rus- 
sell, Esq., eldest son of the Hon. G. Hamilton Russell, of Brancepeth, 
attained his majority, great festivities took place on the extensive estates 
of the family. The tenantry were invited to a dinner, ball, and supper, 
at the castle, and the poor were also plentifully supplied. At Durham, 
about seventy of the principal tradesmen dined together to commemorate 
the occasion. 
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-' Maif 29. The Uist anntutl survey of the river Tyne, was made by 
the mayor of Newcastle ( W. Armstrong, Esq.), whose barge was attended 
by an nnasually large flotilla of private boats, steam-vessels, &c. From 
this period, in oonseqnenoe of the passing of the Tyne Conservancy Act, 
the Goiporation resolved to make the survey of the river boundaries of 
Newcastle once in five years. 

! — 81. An explosion took place in Byers' Green colliery, Durham, 

by which three persons were severely injured, and one of them, Mr. Rob- 
son, son of John Robson, Esq., the principal viewer, died shortly after. 

■ About the end of this month, workmen commenced to 

remove the old buildings on the north side of the Nuns' Gate, Newcastle, 
preparatory to the widening of that thoroughfare and the erection of a row 
of handsome stone-fronted houses, in the same style as Grainger Street. 
The buildings, which were completed in the following November, were 
erected by Mr. Grainger, in pursuance of a contract with the Corporation. 

JuM 8. A new Wesleyan chapel was opened at Wef^t Hartlepool. 
The building accommodates 500 persons. 

13. A serious fire broke out in an unfinished house in Elswick 

West Terrace, Newcastle, belonging to Mr. Dunn. The flames rapidly 
spread over the entire premises, as well as to a house adjoining, also in 
course of erection, and in a very short time the whole were entirely con- 
sumed. Mr. Scaife, solicitor, resided on the south side of the burning 
property, and his family being from home at the time, the mob forced an 
entrance, and completely sacked the house of the furniture, pulled down 
the marble chimney-pieces, and left the place in little better condition than 
the adjoining ruins. 

19. Two cottages on Tyne Green, Hexham, took flre this 

afternoon, and were entirely destroyed. 

— 21. Whilst the tug steamer Queen, belonging to the Tyne, was 
about four miles off Hartlepool, two of her crew, Luke Blyth, engineman, 
and Stanley Dennison, fireman, quarrelled and came to blows, and in the 
midst of their encounter both of them fell over the side of the vessel, and 
were drowned. 

t/tt/y. The Newcastle-upon-Tyne School of Medicine and Surgery was 
dissolved about the beginning of this month, owing to dissensions amongst 
its members. One section founded a new school under the old title, and 
the other established the '' College of Medicine and Practical Science.** 
In June, 1857, the institutions were again united. 

3. The Sunderland Improvement bill received the Royal as- 
sent. August 27, in compliance with the provisions of the new Act, the 
Corporation became the sole authority for managing the aflairs of the town, 
the boards previously in existence expiring at that date. 

5. The " Sunderland News," a new Liberal weekly newspaper, 

was published in that town for the first time.. The last number appeared 
on the 19th May, 1855, when the paper was removed to Hartlepool, where 
it is pubUshed weekly, as the ^^ Hartlepool Mercury.'* 

— *— 12. A serious accident occurred at Eden Bank, about six 
miles west of Chester -le-Street, by the overturning of a locomotive engine 
and tender, on the Pontop and Shields Railway. Six men were upon the 
tender, two of whom, named Richardson and Mann, were killed, and two 
others iiad each a thigh broken. 
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July 15. A regatta took place at Blyth, when twelve contests iwlk 
place for various prizes. The affair gave great satisfaction. 

17. Died, at Hornby, Lincolnshire, aged 81, the Rev. John 

Lingard, D.D. The deceased had jast finished his studies at Doua)^, at 
the outbreak of the French Revolution, and having escaped to this country, 
with a few other students, he soon afterjoined them in a temporary reftige 
offered by the Rev. Arthur Storey, at ^dhoe, near Durham. In Sep- 
tember, 1794, they removed to Pontop, and a few weeks later they again 
migrated to Crook, a dilapidated mansion, near Durham, which Bishop 
Gibson had fitted up for a seminary, and where the Rev. T. Eyre was 
appointed President, and Mr. Lingard Vice-President and Professor of 
Natural and Moral Philosophy. In 1808, the community removed to s 
more commodious house at Ushaw, but previous to that year, viz., in 
1806, Mr. Lingard had published, at Newcastle, his first work, '<The Anr 
tiquities of the Anglo-Saxon Church.'* In 1807, he addressed three 
letters to the editor of the ^^ Newcastle Courant,** on the subject of Catho- 
lic loyalty, which created some sensation at the period. In September, 
1811, the deceased left Ushaw for the mission at Hornby, and he there 
published a number of controversial and religious works, followed in 1819 
by the first three volumes of his History of England, a work upon which 
he continued to be engaged until 1830, when the eighth and concluding 
volume appeared. In 1821, Pope Pius VII. conferred upon him the triple 
academical laurel, and created him D.D. andD.C.L. In 1828, he published 
his ^^ Remarks on the ^ St. Cuthbert' of the Rev. J. Raine,^ and many 
religious and controversial papers date from the same period until 1849, 
when, after a close revision of tha.text of his History of England for a 
third edition, he relinquished his pen. Dr. Lingard was interred at Ushaw, 
in the cloister of the college cemetery. 

18. This district was visited by a violent thunder storm, 

which was attended in many places with destructive effects. A house in 
Robinson^s Lane, Sunderland, was struck by the lightning, which shat- 
tered the chimney, stove-grates, and hearthstones, and broke several of 
the windows and part of the furniture. A boy, named Bailey, was also 
struck, and died in a few minutes. The roof and windows of the adjoin- 
ing house were much shattered, and a child was severely burnt. A 
person, named Woodcock, living in the same street, was struck by the 
lightning, and remained insensible for some hours. The electric fluid 
entered a public-house between Durham and Brancepeth, by the window, 
but beyond completely burning the boots of a person sitting in the house, 
it did no damage. A house, belonging to Mr. Hopper, of Langley, Dur- 
ham, was unroofed, and every window shivered to pieces, but no personal 
injury was sustained. 

20. One hundred and fifty-six agricultural labourers, &c., 

employed on the estates of the Duke of Northumberland, left Newcastle 
by railway for London, to visit the Great Exhibition. Their expenses 
throughout the excursion were paid by his grace, by whose orders the 
party received every attention in the metropolis. 

25. Whilst a party of gentlemen were drinking champagne 

together in the Bridge Hotel, Sunderland, some ^^ practical joking" took 
place amdngst them, in the course of which Mr. Buchanan, shipbuilder, 
threw a tumbler glass at Mr. Christopher John Spence, shipbroker. The 
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missile hit Mr. Spence npoii the head, and wounded him so seriously that 
he died on the 4th August. Mr. Buchanan was tried for the offence, he* 
fore Baron Aldcrson, at the ensuing assizes, and acquitted. 

July 80. The Wesleyan Conference commenced its sittings in New- 
castle. Dr. Hannah was elected president, and the Rev. J. Farrer secretary. 

80. Died, at Pallinsbum, Northumberland, aged 73, Richard 

Graster Askew, Esq., many years a barrister in Newcastle, and recorder of 
that town in 1888-4. The family estate descended to his nephew, Wat- 
son Afikew, Esq. 

31. An action, brought by the freemen and stallingers of 

Sunderland, against the Bishop of Durham, to try in whom was vested 
the right to the soil and freehold of Sunderland Moor, was heard at Dur- 
ham, before Mr. Justice Williams. The jury returned a verdict, by direc- 
tion, for the defendant, neither party having made out a satisfactory title. 

81. Sir T. J. Piatt, Justice of Assize, arrived in Newcastle 

from Durham, and was met at the railway -station by the high-sherifT of 
Northumberland (Sir Horace St. Paul, Bart.), and the mayor and sheriff* 
of Newcastle. Departing from the usual custom, the high-sheriff's car- 
riage was simply an old britska, without heraldic ornaments ; the trumpet- 
ers were in ordinary habiliments, and instead of six horses, which had 
long been usual, the vehicle was drawn by two animals in homely har- 
ness, and was unattended by any servants on horseback. The learned 
judge, in charging the grand jury for Northumberland, expressed " his 
great regret that in this great county the gentry should be so reduced as 
not to show ordinary respect to the Crown. In this country," he con- 
tinued, " where disloyalty is considered a slur, it was to be regretted that 
the usual and ordinary garniture by which that loyalty is displayed should 
not have been exhibited on this occasion." The high-sheriff, with great 
warmth, here declared the charge of disloyalty to be unjust; upon which 
Baron Piatt retorted — ^' Then I must say that, as a gentleman who has 
ample means, that loyalty has not been exhibited." At the close of the 
assizes, the learned judge walked to the railway-station, attended by the 
under-sheriff* and a single trumpeter. 

August. Died, at Shadforth, Durham, aged 101, Mary Oliver. 

2. An incendiary fire was discovered in a stable in Hallgate, 

Hexham, and the building, together with an adjoining cottage, occupied 
by Mr. Dodd, was entirely consumed. August 5, another fire, also of 
malicious origin, broke out at Dilston Low Farm, near Uexham, in the 
occupation of Messrs Benson, and a range of bams, a thrashing machine, 
and other property were destroyed. On the 6th February, 1853, Messrs 
Benson's premises were again set on fire, when the west wing of the 
buildings, a thrashing machine, and a quantity of grain were burnt. 

4-5. A regatta took place at North Shields. 

7. A chapel-of-ease at Newbottle, in the parish of Hough- 

ton-le-Spring, was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

8. At Carlisle assizes, the case of the Trinity House of New- 
castle V. Bradley, came on before Mr. Justice Williams. The action was 
for " primage" hee p. 249) levied by the Trinity House within the port of 
Sunderland, ana the jury, without hearing the plaintiff's counsel in reply, 
gave a verdict for the amount claimed. The case was again tried at Car- 
Ugle on the 4th and 5th August, 1852, with a similar result. 

1^ 
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August 8. A public dinneT was given in the Assembly-rooms, North 
Shields, to Mr. George Frederick Young, formerly M.P. for Tynemouth, 
" in acknowledgment of his able advocacy of British interests,** and par- 
ticularly for his strenuous opposition to the repeal of the Navigation 
Laws. Mr. Aid. Poppelwell presided, the vice-chairs being occupied by 
Messrs Dryden, Bartleman, and Twizell ; and Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., 
and a number of county gentlemen, attended the banquet. 

9. The foundation-stone of the Ebenezer Independent ohapel 

was laid in Fawcett Street, Bishopwearmouth, by the Rev. Dr. Yaugluin. 
The edifice, which cost £2,000, was opened November 6, 1852. 

15. Much excitement was caused in Newcastle, on it becoming 

known that Mr. James Scott, assistant-overseer for St. Nicholas' parish, 
had absconded, after appropriating a large sum of money. The deficiency 
in his accounts was afterwards found to be £3,000. Scott fled to America, 
and took a large farm, but in the course of 1852 he was discovered lying 
dead in his grounds, with a gun lying beside him. Whether his death 
was accidental or premeditated was not, however, ascertained. 

16. The first Wesleyan Reformers' Conference commenced in 

Salem chapel, Newcastle. About 300 delegates were present. 

17. A violent thunder storm broke over the city of Durham, 

and being accompanied with torrents of rain, the lower part of the city 
was quite impassable for some hours. No serious injury was done by the 
lightning, except at Stranton, near Hartlepool, where it entered the house 
of Mr. T. Hood, killing Mrs. Hood, and greatly damaging the premises. 

18. A fearful explosion occurred in Washington colliery , Dur- 
ham, by which thirty-two men and boys unfortunately perished, besides 
two brave fellows, named Hutchinson and Errington, who lost their lives 
in a magnanimous attempt to save those of others. The explosion was 
believed to have occurred in consequence of a man having removed the 
top from his Davy lamp. Ten widows and thirty-two children were left 
destitute by this melancholy catastrophe, but a handsome sum was raised 
by subscription towards their relief. 

20. The foundation-stone of the Durham County Penitentiary 

was laid in Durham, without ceremony. The building was designed by 
Mr. Howison, and cost £1,900. It was opened August 80, 1852. 

25. The foundation-stone of a new building, to be called the 

West Hartlepool AthenaBum, was laid by Mr. R. W. Jackson. The build- 
ing, which is in the Italian style of architecture, stands between Lynn 
Street and Charles Street, and oost upwards of £1,400. It was opened 
by a soiree, September 7, 1852. 

26. The Temperance Hall, South Shields, was opened by a 

festival, at which Sir W. C. Trevelyan, Bart., presided. 

27. Great consternation arose in Morpeth, from a report that 

a butcher, named Joseph Milbum, had been robbed and murdereid during 
the night, his horse having been found near that town, with the bridle cut, 
Milbum's hat lying on the road-side, and a pocket-book, turned inside 
out, beside it. Search was made for Milbum in every direction, but with- 
out avail, and it was afterwards found that the scoundrel, who was deeply 
embarrassed, had decamped to America. 

27. The Witton Castle estate, manors, tithes, advowsons, Ac., 

were sold in London to Henry Chaytor, Esq., for £53,540 (see p. 116). 
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- August 28. An iron vessel, the largest hitherto built, was launched 
at Wniington, near Newcastle, by Messrs Coutts and Parkinson. The 
vessel was named the Thomas Hamlin, and its registered burden was 
1,850 tons. 

— 28. Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal family passed 
through Northumberland and Durham, by railway, on their way to Scot- 
land. The Royal passengers did not alight at any of the stations in this 
district, and there was, consequently, no ceremonial. 

31. Cardinal Wiseman, who had been spending a few days 

at Ushaw College, amongst the scenes of his early life, preached this 
day in the college chapel to a great number of hearers. In the afternoon, 
he preached at Esh, being accompanied on both occasions by Bishop 
Briggs, Bishop Turner, and Bishop Brown. On the following day, he 
visited Finchale Priory, and then proceeded to Newcastle, where his 
eminence was received by nearly all the influential members of his faith 
in the town. Having inspected the castle and other public buildings, he 
left for Hedgefield House, near Stella, where he remained for the night, 
returning in the morning to London. 

■ . The Duke of Northumberland having offered a prize of 100 
guineas for the best model of a life-boat, three hundred and five persons 
became competitors, and their models were exhibited in the Crystal 
Palace. This month, the committee appointed for adjudging the pre- 
mium, awarded it to Mr. J. Beeching, of Yarmouth, Mr. G. Farrow, of 
8outh Shields, being second, and Alexander Robinson, of Hartlepool, third. 
A life-boat, built on Mr. Beeching^s design, was sent to Newbiggen by his 
grace, in the following year. 

. About this time, workmen commenced demolishing the Pink 

Tower, near the Westgate, Newcastle, which had formed part of the 
ancient walls of the town. The site of the tower was required for a chapel. 

September 1. As a sculler boat, containing seventeen persons, was pro- 
ceeding from the village of Howdon, near Newcastle, to a steam-boat, 
lying in the river Tyne, about to proceed to Marsden, the frail vessel came 
in contact with the stem of a ship, and was overturned. By great exer- 
tions on the part of the persons who witnessed the accident, ten of the 
party were rescued, but the remaining seven were unfortunately drowned, 
and six of them being young girls, their untimely fate created considerable 
sensation in the neighbourhood. 

■ 6. The first number of the " Sunderland Times," a Conserva- 

tive journal, was published by Mr. G. Barnes, High Street, for the pro- 
prietor, Mr. William Lewers. In April, 1857, the " Times" became a 
bi-weekly journal. 

' 9. A boat-race, for £100 a-side, took place on the river Tyne, 

between Henry Clasper and James Candlish. Owing to a collision between 
the boats, Candlish claimed and obtained the stakes. 

9. A large seal was shot in Blyth harbour, being the second 

which had been captured there during the year. 

10. At a special meeting of Sunderland Council, a deputation 

of the ladies of that borough presented the mayor with a beautiful gold 
chain, value one hundred guineas, to be worn by his worship and all future 
mayors of the town. 

11. Died, at Bondgate Hall, Alnwick, aged 93, John Carr, 
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Esq., a widely-respected inhabitant of that town. Hr. Carr contribnted 
numerons papers to the '^ Newcastle Magazine,*^ and other periodical works. 

September 17. The election of a local Board of Health for the town of 
Morpeth took place, and created some interest. 

21. A serious afiray occurred at Ellingham, near Alnwick, 

between the inhabitants of the place and a party of reapers. During the 
affair, an Irishman, named Bernard Dogherty, was wounded by a shot from 
a gun carried by a young man named Smith, from the effects of which he 
died. The gun was discharged by a mere accident. 

22. A stately mausoleum in Raby Park, recently erected by 

the Duke of Cleveland, was consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

24. As a man, named William Harle, hind to R. Burtees, 

Esq., of The Grove, with his wife and a boy, were returning from Bishop 
Auckland market, they were thrown into the Bedbum out of their cart, 
owing to a siidden flood, and drowned. 

26. A severe gale of wind from the north-east arose to-day, 

and great losses occurred amongst the shipping near this coast. At Sun- 
derland, very extensive damage was done to the works connected with the 
southern outlet of the dock. A wall of masonry, 120 yards long, was 
entirely destroyed ; the stones in many cases were three tons weight, and 
pairs of them, cramped together with iron, were removed to a distance of 
several feet. About a mile of railway along the shore, used for conveying 
stone, was totally washed away, and a blacksmith's shop shared the same 
fate. Several unfinished houses in Sunderland and Monkwearmouth were 
much shattered, and the damage in the town and neighbourhood was esti- 
mated at several thousand pounds. A number of colliers were lost at sea 
daring the gale. 

27. Died, at Sands, near Sedgefield, aged 67, Richard Wright, 

Esq. 

30. Died, at Kirkharle, Northumberland, aged 107, Mrs. 

Dorothy Butiman. 

. Whilst some excavations were being made at High Rochester, 

Northumberland (the Roman Bremenium), a very fine altar was discovered, 
with an inscription proving that the station had been garrisoned by the 
fii-st cohort of the Varduli, as stated in the Itinerary of Antoninus. 

. A steam-engine of novel construction was set to work at St. 

Helen's collier}'. Bishop Auckland. The boilers were above-ground, and 
the steam was conveyed by pipes to the engine, which was placed in the 
mine, 1,200 yards from the furnaces, and 882 feet below the surface of 
the earth. 

October 1. • The first sod of the new works for supplying Stockton, 
Middlesbro', and Yarm with water from the reservoirs of the Darlington 
Water Company was cut by F. Mewbum, Esq., chief-bailiff of Darlington. 

4. Tlio high-sheriff of Northumberland, Sir Horace St. Paul, 

Bart., by an advertisement of this date, announced his intention to give 
prizes, amounting to £315, as well as three silver vases, for the best three 
essays on temperance, religiously, morally, and statistically considered. 
[It was understood that several essays were sent in, but the prizes have 
never been awarded.] 

6. Father Gavazzi, formerly an Italian monk, delivered a lee- 

tnre in Newcastle, to a crowded audience, on what he termed the errors 
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and intolerance of tlie Church of Borne. On the 7th, 8th, and 9th, he 
visited Sunderland, South Shields, and Durham, and was everywhere 
warmly received. 

October 8. Died, at Munich, aged 76, Isaac Cookson, Esq., of Meldon 
Park, Northumherland, arid mayor of Newcastle in 1809-10. 

18. Died, in London, Anthony Wilkinson, Esq., of Goxhoe, 

Durham, and Clennell, Northumherland. 

14. Died, at Jesmond, aged 72, Armorer Donkin, Esq., an 

alderman of Newcastle, and for nearly fifty years an eminent solicitor in 
that town. A fine portrait of Mr. Donkin was painted by Ramsay, and 
was afterwards engraved. A bust of the deceased was also executed by 
Bailey, the sculptor, and was an admirable likeness. 

16. Married, at By well, near Hexham, Sir EJdward Blackett, 

Bart., of Matfen, to Frances Vere, daughter of the late Sir Wm. Loraine, 
Bart., and widow of W. H. Ord, Esq., of Whitfield. 

17. A fire broke out in the stack-yard of Mr. T. Bell, Dove- 
cot Farm, near Hartley, Northumberland, and the whole of the grain, 
&c., were entirely consumed. The stacks in the same yard were burnt 
in the previous year, and the fire was unquestionably the act of an in- 
cendiary. 

23. The Halmote or copyhold court of the Bishop of Durham, 

Lord of the Manor of Houghton, was held at Sunderland. The court had 
not been held for upwards of half a century, and the proceedings excited 
much interest. 

81. An explosion occurred in West Moor colliery, near 

Newcastle, by which nine men and boys were unfortunately deprived of 
life. One hundred and thirty persons were in the mine at the time of 
the accident; but the effects of the explosion were limited to a small por- 
tion of the workings. The mine was stated at the inquest to have once 
had seventy miles of air passages! 

. The estate of Cheswick, near Berwick, was purchased by R. 

Grossman, Esq., for £18,000. 

. Bishop Cosin's Hall, in Durham University, was opened for 

the first time in Michaelmas Term. 

. The workings of Jarrow colliery became inundated this 

month, owing to an immense discharge of water from some pit on the 
north side of the Tyne. A number of men were thrown out of employ- . 
nient by this disaster. 

November 8. A boiler explosion occurred at the engine-works of Messrs 
Waterston, brothers, at Elswick, near Newcastle, by which Mr. James 
Waterston, one of the firm, was killed, and a workman was severely scalded. 

10. The following gentlemen were elected Mayors for the en- 
suing year: — Newcastle^ James Hodgson (Isaac Lowthian Bell, sheriff). 
Gateshead, Charles John Pearson. Tynenumih, Alexander Bartleman. 
S&uth Shields, John Clay, Esq. (who received a very elegant gold chain 
from the ladies of the borough, to be worn by all future chief magistrates). 
Sunderland, James Hartley. Durham, Richard Thompson. Stockton, 
Charles Trotter. Hartlepool, Stephen Robinson. Morpeth, William Trot- 
ter. Berwick, William Smith (John Pratt, sheriff). 

1 1 . The extensive rope manufactory of Messrs Brown and Co., 

at Seaham Harbour, was discovered to be on fire this morning, and in the 
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course of a few hours the boildingi machinery, and a portion of the stodc, 
were entirely destroyed. 

November 16. A vessel, named the Lustre, belonging to Mr. T. Barker, 
of North Shields, arrived in the Tyne partially dismasted. She had been 
in collision on the 1st instant, off Cromer, with the G^elle, of Sunderland, 
when the anchor of the latter vessel was plunged up to the shank into the 
side of the Lustre, who brought it into the IVne in that position. 

— : 16. The Vesta, steam-ship, long known as a passage boat be- 
tween Newcastle and fidinburgh, but discontinued some months previously, 
was lost off Flambro' Head whilst on a voyage between Sunderland and 
Hamburg. 

21. The Sunderland Joint-Stock Bank suspended payment. 

The paid-up capital of the concern was only £75,000, and the deposits 
amounted to about £30,000. The deficiency was found to be £26,570, or 
about £6 per share. The conduct of the directors was stated by the com- 
mittee appointed by the shareholders to have been reckless, deceptive, and 
improvident, to a degree almost unparalleled, and the shareholders dis- 
missed them from their office with great indignation. Li June, 1857, it was 
announced that the liabilities of ^e bank had been wholly paid off. 

■ . This month, the Licorporated Company of Bricklayers, Wall- 
ers, and Plasterers, Newcastle, took possession of the new hall which had 
been erected for them in the Castle Garth by the York, Newcastle, and 
Berwick Railway Company in lieu of their old place of meeting — ^the Pos- 
tern Tower — destroyed to make way for the railway approaches. 

. About the end of this month, a skeleton, which appeared to 

have been in the ground about twenty years, was discovered about 18 
inches below the surface, in the dockyard of Mr. Stoveld, of Blyth. The 
remains were supposed to be those of a young female. 

December 2. A destructive fire broke out early this morning, in the 
Theatre, situate in Union Street, North Shields, and in less than three 
hours the entire building, with the valuable scenery, properties, and ward- 
robe, was entirely consumed. The erection and its contents, which, 
together, were worth at least £3,000, were the property of Mr. Roxby, 
and it was supposed that the fire had arisen from a spark dropped during 
the performance, which had only concluded about an hour before the 
flames were discovered. The last pieces performed in the building were 
" Hamlet " and " Susan Hopley." It was built in 1797, by Mr. Cawdell, 
the then manager, on the site of a building which had been used as a 
place of detention for prisoners taken during the French war, and the 
house was for some years under the management of the celebrated Stephen 
Kemble. April, 1852, whilst workmen were excavating the ground pre- 
paratory to building a new theatre, three coffins were found a few feet 
below the surface. 

3. Died, at Clifton, aged 77, Rear- Admiral Thomas Renwick. 

He was a native of Berwick, and saw much service during the French 
war, in the course of which he made prizes of seventeen vessels. Li 
1815, he laid before the Government his suggestions for the prevention 
of smuggling, and his scheme materially contributed to the foundation of 
the present system of coast-guard. 

4. Died, in Sunderland, aged 53, Mr. Thomas Campbell. 

The deceased was a person of considerable literary attainments ; he had 
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ptiblislied a volame of sacred music, and was the antbor of several local 
Bongs and fugitive pieces of poetry. 

December 12. Died, at North Shields, aged 39, Mr. George Whitehead 
Heam, professor of mathematics at Sandhurst College. Mr. Heam was 
a native of North Shields, and when very young exhibited proofs of great 
mathematical ability. He subsequently wrote in several scientific works, 
and highly distinguished himself at Cambridge, where he was sixth 
wrangler in 1839. 

1851. During the autunmof this year, a large Primitive Methodist 
chapel was erected in Hartlepool. 

— — -. During this year, the workmen employed in clearing the 
ground for the new markets in Durham demolished a large portion of 
what had formerly been the mansion of the Neville family. The build- 
ings were ranged round a quadrangle, and had probably been erected 
about the end of the fifteenth century. 

1852, January, So mild was the weather at this period, that straw- 
berries were gathered at Tynemouth in the first week of the year, and an 
apple tree at Wallsend was covered with blossom. 

4. Died, at North Shields, aged 106, Mrs. Hannah Gibbons. 

7. A fire occurred at Shire Moor, near North Shields, by 

which fourteen stacks of grain and a quantity of farming stock were de- 
stroyed. The fire was undoubtedly the act of an incendiary. 

10. In consequence of a high wind from the south-east, the 

tide rose to an unusual height in Shields harbour, and nearly 100 feet of 
the wall at Clifford's Fort were carried away. A number of vessels 
broke from their moorings, and were greatly injured, and during the day, 
the Blackett and Ridley, launched in 1776, and one of the oldest colliers 
in the trade, was lost at sea. Much damage was done to the works at the 
new docks at Sunderland, and the lighthouse on the south pier was almost 
washed away by the waves. 

— 16. A man, named Christopher Wilkinson, employed in 
Chester-le-Street brewery, and his son, aged 11 years, were drowned 
whilst endeavouring to cross the river Wear near that place in a cart, the 
river being much flooded at the time. 

26. A serious fire occurred in the glass works of Mr. Price, 

at Gateshead. The flames broke out in the joiner's shop, and before they 
were subdued damage was done to the extent of about £1,600. 

29. At a meeting of agriculturists held at the Queen's Head 

Inn, Newcastle, John Grey, Esq., of Dilston, in the chair, it was resolved to 
establish the " Northern Fat Cattle Show Society," for the purpose of 
giving prizes at an annual Christmas exhibition in Newcastle. December 
8, the society held its first show in a large wooden erection in St. Ni- 
cholas' Square, and the exhibition proved most successful. Owing, how- 
ever, to the establishment of clubs of a similar kind in Yorkshire and 
Sootland, the society was rather hastily dissolved in March, 1853. 

Fdfruary 5. The celebrated American, Elihu Burritt, lectured at 
North Shields to a large audience, on Ocean Penny Postage. Mr. Burritt 
attended a meeting at Newcastle on the following day, and subsequently 
visited Sunderland and other towns in the district. 

— — - 8. Died, in North Shields, aged 68, William Henry Elwes, 
The deceased impudently styled himself a baronet, but his usual soubrio^^^t 
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was '' Shanky Elwes/' and his eccentric manners caused him to be widely 
known in the district. 

Fd)ruary 9. Mr. Thomas Shanks, fiEmner, of White House, near Bel- 
lingham, whilst hunting this day with the Tindale Fox-hounds, was 
attempting to cross the river Tyne, near Lee Hall, but the stream being 
much flooded, he was carried away and drowned. 

12. Died, at Bath House, Newcastle, aged 67, (George 

Thomas Dunn, Esq., an alderman and justice of the peace for that 
borough, and a magistrate also for the county of Northumberland. Mr. 
Dunn was one of the most energetic magistrates of the district, and his 
untiring devotion to the public service gained for him the respect and 
esteem of all classes. His remains were followed to the grave by the 
members of the Corporation, and a very numerous body of the inhabitants. 

17. A new Congregational chapel was opened at Seaham. 

23. The first iron ship built on the baiiks of the Wear was 

launched by Mr. G. Clark, of Sunderland, for G. Forster, Esq., of Consett. 

24. Died, at Bishopwearmouth, aged 59, Mr. Thomas Pigg. 

Up to the age of thirty-seven years, the deceased was so ignorant of the 
rules of arithmetic as to be unable to calculate his wages as a coal trim- 
mer, but, by excessive application, he became one of the first mathema- 
ticians in the North of England, and for many years answered the meet 
difficiilt problems in the '^ Ladies* Diary/' He contributed to several 
mathematical periodicals, and was extensively known and appreciated by 
scientific men. 

March 3. Died, at Bexley, aged 56, Mr. Andrew Biggs Wright 
The deceased was a native of Carlisle, and was the author of a " History 
of Hexham,*' published at Alnwick, in 1823. 

4. At Durham assizes, before Baron Alderaon, Robert 

Welch, comptroller, and Michael B. Young, chief clerk at the Custom- 
house, Stockton, were convicted of embezzlement, and severally sentenced 
to ten years' transportation. Young, however, was afterwards pardoned. 

5. A new chapel for the Wesley an New Connexion Metho- 
dists was opened at Hartlepool, by Mr. Langridge, of London. 

6. Died, at North Shields, aged 96, Mrs. Margaret Dobson. 

The deceased had twelve children, eighty-five grandchildren, sixty-one 
great-grandchildren, and two great-great-grandchildren, malring in all 
160 descendants. 

9. Died, at Ryde, the Right Hon. Lady Decies, sole daughter 

and heiress of Robert Horsley, Esq., of Bolam House, Northumberland. 

13. Died, at Durham, aged 52, Walter Scruton, Esq., for 

many years deputy clerk of the peace for that county. 

16. The comer-stone of a new church in course of erection 

at Ayton Banks, in the parish of Lamesley, Durham, was laid by the 
Hon. H. T. Liddell. The edifice, which is of the style of the thirteenth 
century, was consecrated by the Bishop of Exeter, September 6, 1854. 

22. An elegant silver inkstand, and a purse containing £170, 

were presented to the Rev. L. Paige, lecturer of St. Andrew's, Newcastle, 
on his removal from that town to Hartlepool. 

29. The largest vessel hitherto built at Sunderland, the 

Ring Richard, 2,000 tons burthen, was launched by Mr. Pile, jun., amidst 
^reat rejoicing. 
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April 24. Died, at SedgefieM, aged 102, Mr. John Piles, for seventy- 
two years in the service of the Hassell family, at Brancepeth. 

26. A meeting was held at Blyth, Mr. John Dent in the chair, 

when it was resolved to construct docks at that place. A company, with 
a capital of £150,000, in £20 shares, was formed soon after, Sir M. W. 
Ridley, Bart., being appointed chairman. 

29. Died, at South Shields, aged 1 04, Mrs. Mary Taylor. 

. John Fawcett, Esq., presented the inhabitants of Durham 

with a portrait of his grandfather, who was for forty-nine years recorder 
of the city. The portrait was placed in the Town Hall. 

. Merrington church, Durham, one of the finest specimens of 

Norman architecture in the kingdom, w^as re-opened, after having been 
thoroughly restored under the superintendence of Mr. Pickering, architect. 

Ma^ 5. At a meeting of Newcastle Council, Mr. John Blackwell, who 
claimed to sit and vote as an alderman, was ejected from the Council 
Chamber by the town sergeant, Mr. Redhead, at the request of the 
mayor and Council. The dispute arose upon the election of an alder- 
man (see page 288), and Mr. Blackwell afterwards brought an action 
against the mayor for the " assault," the damages for which were assessed 
at £20. The dispute terminated in 1853, by the Council admitting Mr. 
Blackwell to sit. 

-^— — 6. An explosion of gas occurred in Hebbum colliery, near 
Newcastle, the property of Messrs Thomas Eastou and Co. (See p. 262.) 
Two hundred workmen were in the mine when the calamity occurred, but 
the effects were confined to the Monkton flat, in which twenty men and 
two boys were working, all of whom were suffocated. Fourteen of the 
sufferers left widows and families, and it may be added, as a proof of 
the uncertainty of life amongst miners, that one of the women had lost 
two husbands previously in the same awful manner. 

■ 10. The foundation-stone of a building intended for the Blay- 

.4on and Stella Mechanics' Institution was laid by J. B. Blackett, Elsq. 

The building, which cost about £480, was opened on the 13th September 

"following, by a soiree, at which Mr. Blackett, M.P., Mr. Hutt, M.P., 

Mr. Ingham, M. P., and other gentlemen, were present. 

12. Died, at Hollin's Hall, near Hexham, aged 72, Mary 

Johnson, an eccentric woman, widely known in Northumberland by the 
cognomen of " Bonny Mary." 

12. As some workmen were employed in excavating in Neville 

Street, Newcastle, on the plot of ground formerly the site of the Hospital 
of St. Mary the Virgin, they disinterred a large stone coffin, containing 
human remains, and a number of Scottish coins. On the lid of the coffin 
was a rude carving of a shield, bearing a bend between two castles. The 
coffin was presented by the Corporation to the Society of Antiquaries, 
as was also the rude figure of a man, apparently intended to be placed 
upon the walls of the town to deceive an enemy, and which was found 
near to the same place. 

— ^— 15. This being the day fixed for the opening of the Leeds 
Northern Railway to Stockton, as well as for the opening of the new 
Town Hall in the latter town, it was observed as an entire holiday in the 
neighbourhood. The members of the Corporat'on, accompanied by the 
clergy and principal inhabitants, walked in procession from the Tow a 
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Hall to the railway station, and on the arrival of the train from Leeds 
with the directors of the railway and their friends, the visitors were 
received with much enthusiasm. In the afternoon, a dinner took place 
in the elegant hall recently erected hy the Corporation, and the building 
was beautifully illuminated on the occasion. The hall is 80 feet in length, 
by 36 in height and width, and the expense of its construction, with the 
site, amounted to £3,300. The company present, which numbered about 
250, was presided over by the mayor (Mr. Trotter), and the evening was 
spent very agreeably. It was stated by Mr. Constable, the chairman of 
the Leeds Northern Company, that the line opened that day, twenty-nine 
miles in length, had cost £15,000 per mile. [In consequence of this 
extension, a violent competition sprang up between the Leeds Northern 
and the York, Newcastle and Berwick Companies; and in July, when the 
warfare was at its height, the latter company conveyed passengers from 
Leeds to Newcastle and back, via York (a total distance of 238 miles), 
for two shillings.] 

May 26. An alarming fire broke out in Pandon, Newcastle, in a 
large building occupied by Mr. Duncan McGregor, marine-store dealer, 
which was soon entirely consumed. By great exertions the flames were 
prevented from extending to the property which closely surrounded the 
burning premises. 

28. An Act for supplying Sunderland and South Shields with 

water received the Royal assent. A company had previously been formed 
for carrying out the measure, and the towns were soon after connected 
with each other by means of water- pipes, an excellent supply of water 
being obtained at Humbleton Hill and Fulwell. 

3L A violent thunder storm visited the valley of the Aln, in 

Northumberland. At Unthank, near Alnham, the lightning struck the 
farm-house occupied by Mr. Awbum, and rent the gable of the dwelling 
from top to bottom, some of the stones being hurled from 60 to 80 yards. 
The roof was stripped off the back kitchen, the glass was blown out of the 
windows, and a door was splintered to fragments, but the inmates escaped 
entirely unhurt. 

June 1. The ceremony of opening the second, or Jackson, dock at 
West Hartlepool {see p. 232) took place under very auspicious circum- 
stances. In consequence of the rapidly increasing trade of the new pcxt, 
the first dock was found totally inadequate for the requirements of com- 
merce, and an Act for extended accommodation having been obtained in 
1850, the directors inrniediately commenced the construction of another 
dock, 14 acres in extent, and the enlargement of the outer harbour from 
13 to 44 acres, both of which improvements were inaugurated this day. 
The opening ceremony was witnessed by at least 20,000 spectators, many 
of whom had travelled considerable distances, and when the flotilla of 
life-boats, steam vessels, ships, <&c., all crowded with spectators and gaily 
decorated with flags, entered the new basin amidst the firing of cannon and 
strains of music, the scene was one of the most animating character. 
After the formal opening, upwards of 500 gentlemen sat duwu to dinner, 
prepared by order of the directors of the docks, in a spacious pavilion, R. 
W. Jackson, Esq., chairman of the board, presiding. The mayors of 
Stockton, Tynemouth, and Gateshead, and many influential individuals 
connected with Newcastle, Sunderland, Leeds, &c., were amongst the 
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company, and the utmost enthasiasm prevailed. The proceedings of the 
day were closed with a ball in the Athenaeum. 

June 3. As Mrs. Wood, with two children and a servant, were 
proceeding from Tynemouth to Marsden, in a pleasure boat, a thunder 
storm suddenly broke over them, during which their frail vessel was 
upset, and the children, together with the waterman, to whom the boat 
belonged, were drowned. 

4. A boiler explosion occurred at Leazes Main colliery, Spital 

Tongues, Newcastle, by which the engineman and fireman were killed. 
The fragments of the boiler were thrown in various directions, and por- 
tions of it struck two females and inflicted serious injuries. 

7. A fire broke out in the barque Countess of Durham, lying 

at Jarrow Quay, near South Shields, and the vessel was quickly reduced 
to a complete wreck. 

16. An explosion of gas occurred in Seaton colliery, near 

Seaham, Durham, the property of the North Hetton Colliery Company. 
Six men and a boy were the only persons working at the place where the 
accident happened, and all of them unfortunately perished. 

17. The Wall Knoll chapel, Newcastle, built by the Presby- 
terian body, and afterwards occupied by a Baptist congregation, was 
opened as a Roman Catholic place of worship, by the Rev. F. Betham. 

— — 17. The Tyne Improvement bill (for making piers at the 
mouth of the Tyne, and docks at Hay Hole, near North Shields), re- 
ceived the Royal assent. 

* 30. The Tees Conservancy and Stockton Dock Act received 

the Royal assent. The commissioners of the river were to be appointed 
by the Councils of Stockton and Middlesbro* and the rate-payers of Yarm. 

80. A bill for the amalgamation of the Stockton and Hartle- 
pool Railway, the Clarence Railway, and the West Hartlepool Harbour 
and Docks, received the Royal assent. 

30. An iron screw-steamer, the John Bowes, constructed 

by Messrs Palmer, Brothers, at Jarrow, and the first vessel of that de- 
scription which had been built for the London coal-trade, was launched 
in the presence of a numerous and influential concourse of spectators. At 
the conclusion of the ceremony, about three hundred ladies and gentlemen 
partook of an elegant luncheon, provided by the builders. C. Palmer, 
Elsq., presided; and he was supported by the mayor and sheriff of New- 
castle, the mayors of Sunderland, Shields, and Gateshead, and several of 
the principal merchants of the district. The proceedings concluded with 
a ball, which was led off by the mayoress of Newcastle and Mr. C. Palmer. 
The John Bowes was of 465 tons register, was calculated to carry thirty 
keels of coals, and to make thirty trips per annum between Newcastle and 
London. She was ballasted with water, under a recent patent of Dr. 
White, of Newcastle. July 29, the vessel sailed from the Tyne with her 
first cargo of coals, arrived in the Thames on the 81st, and completed her 
return voyage to the north on the 8rd August. 

July 1. Li conseqiience of the accession of the Elarl of Derby to the 
head of the Government, Parliament was prorogued and dissolved this day, 
and writs were immediately issued for a new election. Owing to political 
causes, the contests throughout the country were unusually numerous, 
and much excitement prevailed. 
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Newcastle, July 6. The nomination took place before Isaac LowUuau 
Bell, Esq., shcrifif. Mr. Alderman Lamb and Mr. John Rayne proposed 
and seconded the re-election of T. E. Headlam, Esq. ; Sir John Fife no- 
minated John Fenwick Bnrgoyne Blackett, Esq., who was seconded by 
Mr. J. T. Garr ; and Mr. Alderman Potter and Mr. C. Smith, jnn., proposed 
and seconded William Henry Watson, Esq., Q.C. The show of hands 
was in favour of the last two candidates, bat at the close of the poll, on 
the 7th, the result was: — Mr. Blackett, 2,418 ; Mr. Headlam, 2,172; Mr. 
Watson, 1,808. 

South Shields, July 6. The nomination took place before J. Clay, 
Esq., mayor. Mr. John Twizell Wawn (the late member for the bo- 
rongh) nominated Robert Ingham, Esq., who was seconded by Mr. R. 
Shurtridge ; Mr. Robert Anderson proposed, and Mr. Alderman Robinson 
becouded, the Hon. H. T. Liddell. The show of hands was in favour of 
Mr. lugham, and at the close of the poll the numbers were: — Mr. Ingham, 
430 ; Mr. Liddell, 249. 

Berwick, July 6. There were four competitors for the representaticin 
of tliis town. At the close of the poll the numbers were: — Mr. M. Fors- 
ter, 400; Mr. John Stapleton, 323; Mr. J. C. Renton, 228; Mr. R. 
Hodgson, 192. {See p. 325.) 

Durham, July 7. The election for this city took place before the mayor. 
Mr. Alderman Storey and Mr. George Robson proposed and seconded the 
re-election of T. C. (Granger, Esq.; Mr. Wharton and Mr. Wilkinson 
nominated Lord Adulphus Vane; and Mr. Henderson and Mr. Oliver 
proposed and seconded William Atherton, Esq. The show of hands was 
in favour of Messrs Granger and Atherton, who were returned, the num- 
bers at the close of the poll being: — Mr. Granger, 576; Mr. Atherton, 
510; Lord Adulphus Vane, 506. 

Sunderland, July 7. The nomination for this borough took place be- 
fore the mayor (Mr. Hartley). Mr. Brarawell and Mr. W. Ord proposed 
aud seconded George Hudson, Esq.; Mr. Featherstonhaugh and Mr. 
Alderman Hutchinson nominated Henry Fenwick, Esq. ; and Mr. Mordey 
and Mr. Alderman Wilson nominated William Digby Seymour, Esq. The 
show of hands was in favour of Mr. Hudson and Mr. Seymour, who were 
the successful aspirants, the poll standing as follows at the close: — Mr. 
Hudson, 865; Mr. Seymour, 813; Mr. Fenwick, 655. 

Tyxemouth, July 7. The nomination of candidates took place before 
the mayor (Mr, Bartleman). Mr. Joseph Straker and Mr. Alderman 
Pow proposed and seconded Ralph William Grey, Elsq.; Mr. Alderman 
Poppelwcll proposed Hugh Taylor, Esq., who was seconded by Mr. J. 
Dryden. Two other persons — Mr. George Applegate, a coal-whipper of 
London, and Mr. J. Watson, bookseller, Newcastle — were also put in 
nomination, but withdrew, after delivering addresses. The show of hands 
was in favour of Mr. Grey, but the result of the poll was as follows: — 
Mr. Taylor, 340; Mr. Grey, 328. {See pp. 325 and 333.) 

Morpeth, July 8. The Hon. fklward Howard was elected without 
opposition, on the nomination of Mr. T. Jobling, seconded by Mr. J. Hood. 
Gateshead, Jvly 8. Mr. Alderman Pollock proposed, and Mr. Alder- 
man Smith seconded, William Hutt, Esq.; Mr. Cook and Mr. Wilkinson 
nriminated Ralph Walters, Esq. ; Mr. Barras and Mr. J. Greene proposed 
tin' Ilun. Aduljihus Liddell. The show of hands was in favour of Mr. 
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Walters, Lut at the close of the poll the numbers were : — Mr. Hatt, 270; 
Mr. liddell, 193; Mr. Walters, 136. 

Northumberland, Southern Division, July 13. The high-sheriff, T. W. 
Craster, Esq., held a meeting at Hexham, for the nomination of candi- 
dates for this division. William Ord, Esq., proposed, and Joseph Lamb, 
Esq., seconded, Wentworth Blackett Beaumont, Esq.; Sir M. W. Ridley, 
Bart, and J. B. Coulson, Esq., proposed and seconded Henry George 
Liddell, Elsq. ; and J. B. Blackett, Esq., and the Rev. E. G. Ogle, no- 
minated George Ridley, Esq. The show of hands was in favour of Mr. 
Beaumont and Mr. Ridley. July 17, at the close of two days' polling, 
the numbers were: — Mr. Beaumont, 2,306; Mr. Liddell, 2,132; Mr. 
Ridley, 2,033. 

Durham, S'juthem Division^ July 15. The election for this division took 
place before John Bowes, Esq., sheriff. J. Pease, Esq., and R. H. Allan, 
Esq., nominated Lord Harry Vane; and M. Fowler, Esq., and H. Sto- 
bart, Esq., proposed James Farrer, Esq. There being no opposition, these 
gentlemen were declared duly elected. 

Durham, Northern Division, July 16. There was no opposition against 
the former members for this division. W^m. Hutt, Esq., and Ralph Carr, 
Esq., proposed and seconded R. D. Shafto, Esq. ; and 8ir W. Eden, Bart., 
and G. Bramwell, Esq., nominated Viscount Seaham. The candidates 
were then declared elected. 

Northumberland, Northern Division, July 19. The nomination took 
place at Alnwick, before Mr. Henry William Fenwick, under-sheriff. G. 
W. Grde, Esq., and B. Burrell, Esq., nominated Lord Ossulston. Bir W. 
G. Trevelyan, Bart., and P. J. Selby, Esq., proposed Sir George Grey, 
Bart.; and G. B. Cresswell, Esq., and J. Cookson, Esq., nominated Loid 
Lovaine. The show of hands was declared to be in favour of Lord Gssul- 
ston and Lord Lovaine. July 23, at the close of the second day^s polling 
the numbers were: — Lord Lovaine, 1,414; Lord Gssulston, 1,335; Sir G. 
Grey, 1,300. 

5. A terrific thunder storm passed over Northumberland and 

Durham. At Alnwick, the lightning was attracted by some long poles, 
used for supporting the scaffolding at the Borough Schools, then in course 
of erection, and killed two men who had taken shelter there from the rain. 
Several other men were stunned. At Matfen, hail — or rather ice — fell in 
large masses, and immense damage was done to the fields and gardens, 
many trees being completely stripped of foliage. At Swinehope, two 
people were killed by the lightning while sitting in abed-room. At High 
House, Weardale, a boy, named Redshaw, was also killed; and at Brier 
Hill, in the same locality, a boy, named Beck, was struck dead. At Ben- 
sham, two men, named Birtley and l*ennian, whilst repairing the roof of 
a house, were killed. At Baukwell Stairs, Gateshead, two children, named 
Havery, were killed by the fall of an old wall, which was forced down by 
an accumulation of water. At Westbunihope, four men were struck by 
the lightning, but recovered. The flood carried away nearly a mile of the 
SfKjnnymoor branch of the Clarence Railway, and the other lines near 
Ferryhill were very much damaged. Throughout the valleys of the Tync 
and Wear a vast destruction of agricultural property took place, owing to 
the immense quantity of rain which fell ; and altogether the storm was 
one of the most dieastroub which had occurred for many years. July 7, 
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daring another violent storm near Hexham, the railway bridge over the 
Lrook at Allerwash was carried away whilst a train was passing over it, 
but the passengers sustained no injury. 

July 11. iHed, at Jersey, aged 67, Sir John Lambton Loraine, 
Bart., many years postmaster at Newcastle, and third son of the late k>ir 
William Loraine, Bart., of Eirkharle. The mortality in this family for 
some time previous was very remarkable. {See pp. 261, 282, 289, 292.) 
The baronetcy devolved on the deceased^s eldest son, a midshipman in the 
Boyal navy. 

■ 17. Birth: In Ix)ndon, Viscountess 8eaham,of a son and heir. 

21. The railway train from Ferry liill to Stockton was run into 

this evening by a Leeds Northern luggage train, at Norton, near Stockton, 
by which two of the carriages were shattered to pieces. Mr. Grainger, 
an eminent engineer, of Edinburgh, had both his legs broken, and died of 
his injuries on the 25th ; two ladies, residing at Kelso, had each a leg 
broken, and one of them expired a few days after; and several other per- 
sons suffered severe contusions. George Welbom, the driver of the luggage 
train, was after\vards tried for manslaughter at Durham assizcB, and was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment. 

25. The workshops of Mr. W. B. Barnes, bookbinder, Sans 

Street, Sunderland, were entirely destroyed by fire. 

28. Mr. Balph Walters, one of the unsuccessful candidates at 

the recent election for Gateshead, was entertained at dinner, in the Grey 
Horse Inn, in that town. Mr. W. Cook and Mr. H. A. Wilkinson occu- 
pied the chair and vice-chair, and about sixty gentlemen were present. 

— — 31. The consecration of a number of Roman Catholic clergy- 
men, who had been appointed " Canons of St. Mary," took place in the 
church of that name in Newcastle, the Right Rev. Dr. Hogarth officiating. 
The ceremony excited much interest, and the church was crowded. 

. The electric telegraph was extended to North Shields. 

. About this time. Captain Andrews, who was residing in 

Tyncmouth barracks, with the willing assistance of the soldiers of the 28th 
Regiment, then in the garrison, effected a very great improvement by 
dealing away the soil which had gradually accumulated around the ruiua 
of Tynemou^ Priory. 

— . A Sailors' Home was established at Sunderland. 

August 1. A vessel, called the Lizzie Webber, sailed from Sunderland 
for Australia with seventy-five emigrants, and, being the first emigrant 
ship which had left the Wear, not less than 30,000 spectators assembled 
to witness her departure. The vessel was only 213 tons register. Sep- 
tember 11, the Emigrant, for Port I^hillip, with 147 passengers, left the 
south dock, Sunderland. 

2. The Act for incorporating the Blyth and Tyne Railway 

Company came into operation. 

3. Tliis being the day appointed by the mayor of Stockton for 

celebrating the successful issue of the Stockton Borough Extension bill, the 
Tees Conservancy bill, and the Stockton Dock bill, a holiday was observed 
by the inhabitants. Almost every house was decorated with banners, 
salutes of cannon were fired, and bands of music paraded in every direc-* 
tion. At noon, a procession, comprising nearly all the principal inhabitatitc:, 
walked through the streets of the town, concluding its perambulation at 
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the Green, where 4,500 persons sat down to a substantial dinner, provided 
gratuitously, the expenses having been defrayed by a previous subscrip- 
tion. The mayor presided, and the proceedings passed off with the utmost 
enthusiasm. 

August 4. The electors of Gateshead gave a grand dinner to William 
Hutt, Esq., M.P. for that town, in the old railway station, which had been 
elegantly decorated for the occasion. Mr. G. Hawks presided, and the 
vice-chairs were occupied by Aldermen Smith, Potts, and Brockett. The 
company was about 150 in number, amongst whom were Mr. Blackett, 
M.P., Mr. Ingham, M.P., the mayors of Newcastle and Gateshead, Sir 
John Fife, &c., &c. 

5. Died, at York, aged 51, Thomas Colpitts Granger, Esq., 

Q.C., recorder of Hull, and representative of the city of Durham in Par-r 
liament for the previous eleven years. 

9-10. A regatta was held at the mouth of the river Tyne, 

and was very numerously attended. 

13. The parish church of Alwinton, Northumberland, after 

being closed for upwards of a year, in the course of which it had been 
rescued from a state of squalid neglect, and put into a substantial, and, 
indeed, elegant condition, was re-opened for Divine service. 

■ 21. One of the largest shoals of herrings ever known was 

off the ooast of Northumberland, and 400,000 fish were caught this 
morning by the fishermen of Newbiggen alone. 

■ '■ 24. The members of the Archaeological Institute of Great 
Britain commenced their annual session, in Newcastle. Tlie party was 
received in the Assembly Rooms by the mayor (James Hodgson, Esq.), 
who presented Lord Talbot de Malahide, the president, with an address 
from the Council of the borough, expressing its gratification at the visit 
of the Institute. Lord Talbot, in his inaugural address, referred to the 
services rendered to archaeology by various residents in the district, and 
more particnlarly by the late Mr. Thomas Hodgson, the Rev. J. Hodgson, 
Mr. Snrtees, and Sir Cuthbert Sharp ; also to the Duke of Northumber- 
land, the Rev. Jas. Raine, Mr. Hudson Turner, and Sir John Swinburne. 
In the evening, a conversazione was held in the apartments of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, the walls of which were covered with works of 
art; numerous models of machinery, &c., being also exhibited. On Wed- 
needay, the Section devoted to History, met in the lecture-room of tho 
Philosophical Society, the Rev. J. Raine (and afterwards the E^rl of Car- 
Hale) in the chair ; papers were read during the morning by J. H. Hinde, 
£fiq., on the State of Newcastle and Gateshead in the Saxon Times, and 
on the Ancient Trade of Newcastle; and by T. J. Taylor, Esq., on tho 
Archaeology of the Coal Trade. The Hon. H. T. Liddell presided as chair- 
man of the Section of Antiquities, when M. Pulski read a short paper on 
Ancient Gems. In the afternoon, a number of the members visited Ra- 
vensworth Castle, at the invitation of the noble proprietor, and were most 
hospitably entertained. An evening meeting also took place, and the 
day's proceedings concluded with a visit to the Castle of Newcastle, the 
arrangements of which were most lucidly detailed by the Rev. J. C. 
Bruce. On the 26th, the Architectural Section met, when papers were 
rea^i^ by Mr. Sharpe, on Tynemouth Priory; Mr. Dobson, on the Ladye 
Chapel at TjTiemouth; Mr. Woodman, on Chibbnm Preceptor}-, and the 
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Cordwuner's Company of Morpeth tm^. Edward IV.; tbe Rev. C. Harto- 
home, on Alnwick Castle; and T. Sopwith, Esq., F.R.8., on the Lead 
Mines of the North of England. The members then paid a visit to the 
Museum, temporarily placed in the Assembly Rooms, and afterwards aat 
down to the amkiTersory dinner, in the same building. Lord Talbot presi- 
ded, supported on his right by Mrs. Mayoress, the Duke of Northumberland, 
the Earl of Carlisle, the Hon. H. T. Liddell, Mr. P. H. Howard, and Mr. J. 
Clayton ; and on his left by the Mayor, Lord Lovaine, Sir E. Blac^ett, 
Bart., Sir W. Riddetl, Bart., Mr. J. H. Hinde, Mr. Headlam, U.P., &c., 
&c. On the 27th, a nnmerons party proceeded by train to visit Mcv~ 
peth, Bothal, Warkworth, Alnwick Castle, and Hulne Abb«y, at aU of 
which tbe most considerate arrangements had been made for the oonve- 
nience of the travellers, more particularly at Alnwick, where a samptaoiu 
entertainment was provided by the Duke of Northumberland. On 
the 28tb, the members vi- 
sited the city of Durham, 
and, after hearing service 
in the Cathedral, they 
proceeded to Bishop Co- 
sin's Ijibrary, where the 
Rev. Jas. Raine read an 
interesting paper on the 
history of the Cathedral. 
The Warden of the Uni- 
versity, the Ven, Archdea- 
con lliorp, subsequently 
entertained the company, 
about 300 in number, to 
an elegant luncheon, in 
the College Hall. On the 30th, the members paid a visit to Hexham, and 
inspected the stately Abbey Church ; they then proceeded by train to Bar- 
don Mill, where conveyances were prepared for assisting the parfy to the 
celebrated Roman station of Borcovicus (the " Tadmor of Britain"), upon 
the Great Wall. Here the Rev. J. C. Bruce performed the duties of 
gnide with great ability, and after a lengthy tour along the remains ot 
the still magnificent barrier, ample justice was done to the generous hos- 
pitality of John Clayton, Esq., the owner of the station. On the Slst, 
the r^ing of papers was resumed in Newcastle, and interesting articleB 
were contributed by Mr. Yates, the Bev. W. Greenwell, Mr. W. 8. GibaoD, 
Mr. Longstaff, and Mr. G. B. Richardson. Bept. 1, tbe final meeting took 
place, in the Assembly Rooms, when the Rev. J. C. Bruce read a paper on 
the Excavations at Rochester (Bremenium), and Mr. H. Tamer another 
on the Ancient State of Northumberland. Votes of thanks to the mayor 
and Corporation, to the nobility and gentry of the district, Ac., (to., were 
carried by acclamation, and the interesting proceedings torminated by the 
mayor proposing a vote of thanks to the noble president for the gtmt 
ability, courtesy and kindness he had exhibited throughout the meeting. 

August 24. Married, at Stonor, Oxford, Henry Charles Bilv«t(^ 
Esq., of Minsteracres, to the Hon. Eliza Stonor, third daughter of Iiord 
Camoys. The tenantry and others on Mr. Silvertop's property, upwards 
of 400 in number, were plentifully regaled in honour of the event. 
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Auffusi 25. A bazaar in aid of the funds of St. Peter's Church, New- 
castle, was held on this and the two following days, in the Royal Hotel As- 
sembly Room. The attendance was very numerous, and the proceeds 
amounted to upwards of £400. 

25. A large building, called the Lyceum, erected by Mr. 

Conningham, in Lambton Street, Sunderland, was opened for public con- 
certs, <&c. In 1854, the premises were purchased by Mr. E. D. Davis, for 
£2,700, and were converted by him into a theatre. 

-^— 26. The ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of the new 
wing of Newcastle Infirmary was performed by his Grace the Duke 
of Northumberland, in the presence of the Duchess, the mayor and mem- 
bers of the Corporation, the governors of the institution. Lord and Lady 
Lovaine, &c., &c. 

-^— 27. Mr. Charles Dickens, and the amateur band of theatricals 
under his management, visited Newcastle, and gave a dramatic perform- 
ance, in the Assembly Rooms, in aid of the funds of the Guild of Litera- 
ture and Art. The performances comprised Sir E. Buhver Lytton's 
comedy of " Not so Bad as we Seem," and a farce entitled " Mr. Nightin- 
gale's Diary.** Aiigust 28, the same performances were repeated in the 
Lyceum, Sunderland. The net proceeds at Newcastle were £234; at 
Sunderland, £134. 

■ 27. An Act for the raising of the militia throughout the kingdom 
having been passed during the recent session, a meeting of the lieuten- 
ancy of the county of Northumberland was held at Alnwick, the lord« 
lieutenant, Earl Grey, presiding. The necessary steps for fixing the number 
of men required from each parish were taken, after which the meeting 
separated. 

27. . The masonic body of Newcastle opened their new Masonic 

Hall, in the premises belonging to the Joiners' Company, in High Friar 
Sla^et. The hall, which is very elegantly fitted up, was opened with the 
customary ceremonies by the Rev. E. C. Ogle, P.G.M., and the other 
officers of the body. 

■ 28. llie ship Sporting Lass, with forty-three emigrants and 
a crew of twelve men, bound for Port Phillip, Australia, left the Quay- 
aide, Newcastle, amidst much cheering from a great crowd of spectators. 
On the following day the vessel proceeded to sea. 

31. Her Majesty, with the Royal Family, passed through 

this district, on her way to Scotland. Intimation having been received 
that the Royal party would lunch at Newcastle, suitable arrangements 
were made for her Majesty's accommodation ; and upon the train entering 
the Central Station, the mayor, sheriff, and other authorities of the town, 
the officers of the garrison, &c., &c., were in attendance to receive the 
Royal travellers. After spending about half an hour in the apartments 
prepared for their reception, the Queen and family returned to the train, 
which then left for the north, amidst enthusiastic cheering. The assem- 
blage of spectators along the route was exceedingly great. 

■. About the end of this month, a sturgeon, 1 1 feet long, and 
weighing 15 stones, was caught in the Tees, near Stockton. 

September 3. George Thomas Pemberton, Esq., of Bainbridge Holm, 
was accidentally drowned whilst bathing at Hendon. The unfortunate 
gentleman was in his 31st year. 
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September 6. Her Majesty^s ship Ligbtning, having Captain Washing- 
ton, R.N., on board, arrived at Hauxley, near Warkworth, where a life- 
boat was landed for the nse of that neighbourhood. On the following 
day, the Lightning proceeded to North Handerland, when another boat 
was landeil for that place. The boats were built at the expense of the 
Dnke of Northumberland. {See page 299.) His grace also forwarded 
life-boats by the Lightning to Tynemouth, Cullercoats, and Newbiggen. 

7. A public diimer was given in the Com Market, Newcastle, 

to Uonry George Liddell, Esq., M.P., by a number of his supporters at the 
recent election, in commemoration of his return for South Northnmher- 
land, llic portion of the building appropriated for the banquet was gaily 
omnuicnted with flowers and dra{>ery, and several superb chandeliers, as 
well as a gigantic lion rampant — the crest of the family of Liddell — ^bril- 
liantly illuminated with gas, shed a flood of light over the tables. The 
chair was taken by Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., the vice-presidents being J. 
B. Coulson, Esq., J. H. Hinde, £^., and R. Errington, Esq. Nearly 
400 gentlemen sat down to a very sumptuous dinner, and the proceedings 
of the evening were of an exceedingly enthusiastic character. 

8. A public dinner was given to William Ord, EJsq., of Whit- 
field, in the Assembly R(X)m8, Newcastle, on his retirement from Parlia- 
ment^and in testimony of the high esteem entertained by his late constituents 
of his public services as a member of the House of Commons during the 
long period of fifty years. The chair was occupied by the mayor of New- 
castle (J. Ibwlgsoii, Ew[.), who was supported on his right by Mr. Ord, 
the Earl of Carlisle, Mr. Blackett, M.P., Sir W. C. Trevelyan, Bart., Mr. 
Hutt, M.P., the Hon. F. drey, Mr. P. H. Howard, and Mr. Alderman 
liamb; and on his left by Earl Grey, the Earl of Durham, Mr. Headlam, 
M.l*., Mr. Beaumont, M.P., Mr. Carter, M.P., Mr. Ingham, M.P., Mr. G. 
Ridley, Dr. Hea<ilam, and Sir J. Fife. The vice-chairs were filled by the 
sheriff of Newcastle (Mr. I. L. Bell), Mr. J. Losh, and Mr. M. R. Bigge. 
llie company numbered aliout 200 j>er8ons, and amongst those who had 
intimated their regret at Wing unable to attend were the Marquis of 
I^ansdowne, Iy)rd John Russell, the Earl of Zetland, Tjord Panmure, Lord 
Colbome, and Sir James (iraham. In returning thanks, during the even- 
ing for the honour thus paid to him, Mr. Ord briefly sketched the wonderful 
changes in the political world in which he had borne a part, referring 
more particularly to the abrogation of slavery, the abolition of all restric- 
tions on commerce, the reform in the national representation, the abandon- 
ment of religious disqualifications, the improvement in the penal code, and 
the suppression of enoniious sinecures and pensions. Earl Grey and the 
Earl of Carlisle expressed the warmest eulogiums upon Mr. Ord's un- 
swerving consistency and unfailing fidelity to the cause of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, during the many years they had sat with him in Parliament; 
and the proceedings altogether were of an exceedingly enthusiastic and 
jjleasing charact^T. 

9. A dinner was given to J. T. Wawn, Esq., in the Golden 

liion Hotel, South Shields, on his retirement from the representation of 
that town in Parliament. R. Shortridge, Esq., presided, the vice-chairs 
being occupied by Mr. Alderman Stevenson and Mr. J. l?Mdowes. 

10. The Earl of Carlisle delivered a lecture, in the Town 

Hall, M()q>elh, to the members of the Mechanics' Institute of that town, 
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on the " Poetry of Pope." Hie attendance was very numerous, and tlie lec- 
ture gave the utmost satisfaction. 

S^ember 14. The foundation-stone of a new church at Shotton, in the 
parish of Eiasington, was laid by Mrs. H. G. Liddell, wife of the rector. 
July 11, 1854, the church, which accommodates 380 persons, was con- 
secrated by the Bishop of Moray and Ross. 

' 15. The foundation-stone of the new Borough Schools at 
Alnwick was laid by his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, in the pre- 
sence of the Chamberlains, Common Council, and principal inhabitants. 
The members of the Corpc ration dined together in the o'ening in celebra- 
tion of the proceedings of the day. 

21. A party of sailor boys, five in number^ performed the 

somewhat unusual "voyage" from Sunderland to Durham. After sur- 
mounting many difficulties, the youtlis reached their destination in about 
fourteen hours. 

21. The foundation-stone of a Presbyterian place of worship, 

to be called John Knox Church, was laid in West Clayton Street, New- 
castle, by Mr. J. C. Stevenson, of South Shields. The building is in the 
Gothic style of architecture, from designs by Mr. Dobson, but the spire 
required to complete the edifice has unfortunately not been erected. The 
chapel, which cost about £3,000, seats about 500 persons, and was opened 
on the 20th July, 1854. 

■ 26. A fire broke out in the Tyne Alkali works, near Gates* 
head, the property of Messrs C. Allhusen and Co. AJssistance was 
promptly rendered from Newcastle, but damage to the extent of about 
£15,000 was sustained before the flames were got under. 

27. Died, in Gateshead, aged 81, Mr. Joseph Price, glass 

manufacturer. The deceased was the first to apply steam vessels to the 
towing of ships to and from sea in adverse winds, for which he received a 
handsome testimonial in 1818. 

■ 27. The boiler of Mr. Rennoldson's flour mill, at Walker, ex- 
ploded with great violence. Three men were severely scalded, and the 
premises were almost entirely destroyed. 

28. During a violent storm of wind and rain, which con- 
tinued for several days, a carrier, named William Pattison, lost his life 
whilst crossing the Hetton bum, on his return from Sunderland. The 
river Wear was much flooded, and at Bishop Auckland, Witton, and other 
places, serious damage was sustained. The losses at sea were also very 
disastrous. 

28. Died, at Alston, aged 80, the Rev. Hugh Salvin, vicar of 

that place. Mr. Salvin was bom at Croxdale, near Durham, and was for 
many years curate of Gateshead. He afterwards became a chaplain in the 
navy, and after his retum to England, he published, at Newcastle, in 1829, 
his " Journal written on board H.M.S. Cambridge," which was favourably 
received. He also published a translation of Schiller's " Mary Stuart,'* 
for which his extraordinary talents as a linguist peculiarly fitted him. 

80. An iron East Indiaman, of 1,300 tons burthen, named the 

W. S. Lindsay, was launched at Willington, near Newcastle, by Messrs 
Contts and Parkinson. The builders afterwards entertained about 400 
ladies and gentlemen, amongst whom were Mrs. Chisholm, the well-known 
promoter of emigration, Mr. Hutt, M.P., Sir J.Fife, Mr.W. S. Lindsay, &c. 
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October 1. Tlie new building erected in Neville Street, Xewcastle, for 
tlie College of Medicine of that town, was opened in the preseuoe <^ th« 
Venerable Archdeacon Thorp, Warden of Durham University, Dr. Head- 
lam, president of the college, the Mayor of Newcastle, and a nnmber of 
pfcntlemen connecte<l with Newcastle and Durham. The building was 
designed by Mr. l)(.bson, and stands upon a part of the site of the old 
town residence of the Earls of Westmorland, and was thence denominated 
^* Neville Hall." In the evening a dinner took place at the George Inn, 
Dr. Hcadlam in the chair. The University of Durham soon after eat*- 
blished a hall in Newcastle for the residence of students attending this 
college; but, as the young men generally resided with their parents or with 
medical gentlemen, the hall did not answer the purpose for which it was 
opened, and it was closed in May, 1856, the University founding four 
medical scholarships of £25 each in its stead. 

6-7. llie extensive estates of North and South Gosforth, 

Beaton Bum, and Coxlodge, the property of the Kev. R. H. Brandling, 
were sold by auction at the Queen's Head Inn, Newcastle, by order of the 
Court of Chancery ; Mr. Alderman Farebrother, of London, auctioneer. 
Amongst the principal lots were : — The manor oJF North and South Gos- 
forth, 790 acres in extent, comprising the mansion of Gosforth House and 
its extensive pleasure grounds, which was bought by Mr. T. Smitli for 
£25,200; Low Gosforth estate (287 acres), with the mansion, &c., was 
purchased by Mr. Joseph I^aycock for £20,100; Seaton Bum House, Six- 
mile Bridge farm, and Coxlodge farm (510 acres) were sold to Mr. Riddell 
Ilobson for £24,800 ; High and Low Weetslade, Wideopen, and Brunton 
fai-ms (1,313 acres) were knocked down to Mr. Smith for £46,150; South 
Gosforth farm (281 acres) was bought by Mr. William Dunn for £19^00. 
Gosforth and Coxlmlge collieries and royalties, and a few other lots, were 
withdrawn ; but the U^tal proceeds of the sale reached £155,620, exclusive 
of the timber. The biddings for the property reserved amounted to 
£106,920. 

11. A fire occurred at the farm of Unthank, near Berwick, 

occupied by Mr. Heron, by which twenty -six stacks of wheat were burnt. 
The total damage was betw^een £700 and £800. A subscription was set 
on foot on Mr. Heron's behalf, which realised upwards of £500. 

13. Tlie Council of the borough of Sunderland agreed to 

purchase the surface rights of Boyldon (commonly called Building) Hill, 
near that town, containing about fourteen acres of ground. The property 
had been long i>ossessed by the Mowbray family, subject to the right of 
the co{)yholders to quarry lime and stone, and the Corporation paid 
£2,000 for the property, £750 of which had been granted by the Ctovem- 
ment towards the purchase so long ago as 1844, on condition that the hill 
should be preserved as a place of recreation for the inhabitants. The 
Corporation have since partially levelled the ground, laid it out veiy ele- 
gantly with oniamental walks, and built tliree handsome entrances, with 
porter s lodge, ttc. 

20. A public dinner was given to W. D. SeymooTy Esq., 

M. P., in the Lyceum, Sunderland, by a numerous body of his supporters, 
in celebration of his return for that borough. Mr. William lloidey 
presided. 

— — ^— 24. Married, at Earsdon, Mr. Benjamin Lee to Mis. Isabella 
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Baxter. The pair were both upwards of 73 years of age, and this was 
the bride*8 ninth appearance at the altar. 

(ktober 26. A storm of wind, from the north-east, broke over this 
district, inflicting a most disastrous loss of life and property amongst the 
shipping on the coast. At ISnnderland, ten vessels struck upon the piers 
at the mouth of the harbour, and fifteen men were drowned. At Whit- 
bum, a vessel foundered, and her crew, six in number, were lost. At 
Shields, seven or eight ships went to pieces on the Herd Sand, but, owing 
to extraordinary efforts made by the pilots in their life-boats, only two 
seamen were drowned. One of the vessels lost was the Indiaman Marie 
Elizabeth, of Norway, with a cargo valued at £100,000, nearly all of 
which was stolen, under circumstances of peculiar atrocity, by a mob of 
wreckers from South Shields. At Hartlepool, the disasters were very 
lamentable; twenty vessels were driven on shore within a short distance 
of each other, and several others were seen to go down, the loss of life 
being estimated at nearly sixty persons. 

28. A boat match, for £100 a-side, took place on the river 

Thames, between Thomas Mackinney, of London, and James Gandlish, of 
Newcastle, and was won by the latter by one boat's length. November 
10, a second race between the same parties took place on the Tyne with 
a similar result, Gandlish winning with half a minute to spare. 

November G. A fire broke out this morning, in a steam flour mill in 
Thornton Street, Newcastle, occupied by Mr. Richard Thompson, and in 
a few hours the premises and their contents were entirely destroyed. 

8. North Shields Theatre having been rebuilt and elegantly 

fitted up by Mr. Roxby (see p. 802), was re-opened, when an address 
was delivered by the manager, and " The Pride of the Market^ and other 
entertainments were performed to a crowded house. 

9. The foundation-stone of a Baptist chapel was laid in 

Bewidc Street, Newcastle, by the Kev. Dr. Acworth, of Bradford. The 
chapel was built for the congregation of Tu thill Stairs chapel, and con- 
tains 810 sittings, the cost of its erection being £2,000. The building, 
which is destitute of any architectural feature of elegance, was opened 
August 31, 1853. 

■ 9. The first detachment of the Durham Militia, 320 in num- 

ber, assembled at Bamardcastle for twenty-one days' training. Novem- 
ber 30, the second detachment, GOO in number, assembled at Bamardcastle 
for the same object. 

— ^— 9. The annual election of Mayors took place, with the follow- 
ing result: — Newcastle^ Nathaniel Grace Lambert (Henry Ingledew, 
sheriff). Gateshead^ John Lister. Sunderland^ James Hartley. Dur- 
hat/ij John Bramwell. South Shields^ George Potts. Tyiiemouth, Solomon 
Mease. Morpeth^ Stephen Wilkinson. Hartlepool^ Peter Barker. Stock- 
ton (first election under the new Extension Act), Gharles Trotter (Wm. 
Skinner, Robert Thompson, Joshua Byers, Thomas Wren, Richard Jack- 
son, Robert Graggs, R. H. Keenlyside, and Richard Ord, aldermen). 
Benmckj Thomas Bogue (Robert Ramsey, sheriff). 

12. The workshops of Mr. C. Hume, joiner, situated behind 

New Court chapel, Westgate Street, Newcastle, were discovered to be on 
fire this afternoon, and owing to the inflammable nature of their contents, 
the premises were very soon completely consumed. 
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November 1 2. The shops in Bly th were lighted with g^as for the first time. 

15. The new church of St. Paul, at Hendon, in the parish of 

Bishopwearmouth, erected at a cost of £2,770, and designed hy Mr. Dob- 
son, of Newcastle, was consecrated by Dr. Gray, Bishop of Cape Town, 
on behalf of the Bishop of Durham. This was said to be the fir^ church 
in England which had been consecrated by a colonial bishop. 

18. This being the day appointed for the funeral of the Duke 

of Wellington, the shops and places of business in all the towns in the 
district were generally closed, and every manifestation of mourning was 
exhibited. In Newcastle, the bells of the various churches tolled at in- 
tervals, the flag on the castle and those of the ships in the river were 
hoisted half-mast high ; and the garrison at the barracks, consisting of 
the 28th Regiment, the Enniskillen Dragoons, and a detachment of Ar- 
tillery, with four guns, marched at a slow pace through the principal 
streets, preceded by the band of the 28th playing Handel's " Dead March.** 

' 22. The Northumberland Regiment of Militia was disem- 

bodied, after twenty-one days' training at Alnwick. On the 20th, tlicy 
had been reviewed by Ldeut.-Colonel Bigge, in the presence of Earl Grey, 
lord-lieutenant, and their conduct in the field elicited much approbation. 

December 1. The election of a member of Parliament for the city of 
Durham, occasioned by the death of Mr. T. C. Granger, took place before the 
mayor. Mr. W. L, Wharton proposed, and Mr. A. Wilkinson seconded^ 
Lord Adolphus Vane; and Mr. R. Thompson and Mr. M. Storey nomi- 
nated Henry Fenvrick, Esq. The show of hands was in favour of Mr. 
Fenwick. At the close of the poll the numbers were: — Vane, 545; Fen- 
wick, 496. The election was afterwards declared void. (See p. 326.) 

6. An extraordinary death by misadventure occurred this 

evening, in Northumberland Court, Newcastle. The deceased, Mr. Wm, 
Glover, occupied the upper room in a tenement house, and having fre- 
quently missed articles from his room, and being of an ingenious turn of 
mind, he had, some months before, devised a plan to prevent all intrusion 
for the future. Having got a large horse-pistol, loaded with slugs, he 
attached the trigger in such a manner to the door of the apartment that 
any one entering the room caused the pistol to explode, but he was able 
to admit himself by previously pulling a string which passed through 
the frame of the door. On the above evening, however, he had forgotten 
to observe the necessary precaution, when the pistol went off, and the 
contents killed him instantaneously. 

8. Married, at Coolhurst, near Horsham, Henry George 

Liddell, Esq., M.P., grandson of Lord Ravensworth, to Mary Diana, oidy 
daughter and heiress of the late Captain Gunning Sutton, R. N. 

11. In consequence of a long-continued fall of rain, the 

Tyne was swollen to an enormous height. From Redheugh np to New- 
bum the river presented one immense sheet of water, the ling's Meadows, 
and Derwent and Blaydon haughs being entirely submerged, and the 
houses and manufactories at these places, as well as at Dunston, Blaydon, 
Scotswood, and Lemiugton, were so far inundated that, in many cases, 
their inhabitants had to seek refuge on the rising ground, or in the upper 
parts of their dwellings. The 8co£swood Road near Paradise was ftiUy 
four feet under water, and all traffic was rendered impracticable. At 
Scotswood, the paper mill of Messrs Fletcher and Go. suffered 
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ably, a large quantity of paper being rendered useless, and in many 
houses at that place the water was from four to five feet deep. The rail- 
way train which left Newcastle in the afternoon had great difficulty in 
reaching Blaydon, owing to the depth of water upon the line, and it after- 
wards came to a stand at Riding Mill, in consequence of an embankment 
having given way. A quantity of timber, &c., was washed from various 
places along the banks, and considerable damage was everywhere inflicted 
by the flood. At Newcastle, the river extended over the Sandhill, where 
the thoroughfare was stopped for some time, and many cellars were filled 
with water. At North anti South Shields, several tiers of vessels were 
torn from their moorings by the force of the current, and at night, when 
the ebb tide came down with great rapidity, the crashing of the ships one 
against another, and the wailing of the crews (frequently only one or 
two boys), was quite terrible on shore, the more so, as it was impossible, 
from the darkness, to render UMich assistance. After being carried down 
the river to alxjut the Low Lights, many of the ships became disen- 
tangled, and were carried with great velocity to sea; and some estimate 
may be fonned of the force of the current by the fact that, when the 
South Shields life-boat was manned and sent off to a ship which had 
grounded near the Narrows, it rec^uired fully one hundred men to pull the 
boat against the stream. Nearly twenty vessels were driven on shore on 
various parts of the sands; five or six were picked up at sea, and two 
were sunk in Motley *8 Hole; the vessels more or less dismasted or injured 
were almost innumerable. The damage in the harbour was estimated at 
£20,000, and four or five sailors were never after heard of. In the 
Wear, there was also some loss of a similar character, but it was not very 
considerable. December IG, during the continued floods which occurred 
in the Tyne, the new railway bridge at Haltwhrstle, on the Alst(m branch 
of tlie Newcastle and Carlisle Railway, was entirely swept away. 

December 11. Died, at South Hill, Durham, aged 80, Thomas Fenwick, 
Esq., for nearly sixty years a partner in the banking firm of Messrs 
Lambton and Co., Newcastle. 

18. The new butcher market just finished in the Market 

Place, Durham {see p. 288), was opened for tlie sale of meat, and gave 
the greatest satisfaction to tlie inhabitants. The completion of the build- 
ing was celebrated by a public dinner in the Town Hall, on the 29th. 

20. The new railway from Pensher to Sunderland, which was 

commenced in 1851, was opened for the carriage of goods, when a train 
of fifty waggons proceeded from Usworth colliery to Sunderland dock, and 
6hip{)ed a cargo of coals on board the Wellington. June 1, 1853, the 
stations, &c., having been completed, the railway was opened for passen- 
gers, when the mayor of Sunderland, and a great number of ladies and 
gentlemen from that town, passed along the line, amidst great rejoicing. 
Although the railway is only seven miles in length, it has sixteen bridges, 
four extensive cuttings, and one high embankment, and the cost of its con- 
struction was £250,000. 

27. An extraordinary fire broke out at St. Hilda's colliery. 

South Shields. The pit had not been worked for some time, owing to 
defective ventilation, and this morniug, as a workman was passing over 
the mouth of the shaft with a shovelfull of red-hot cinders, the gas that 
wa8 coming up suddenly ignited and burst into an immense body of flame. 
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The adjoining wood-work immediatelj caught fire, and bomt with great 
fury until about half-past four, when a portion of the materials fell down 
the shaft, and another explosion took place at the bottom, throwing np a 
vast body of flame to a great height This, however, assisted in extin- 
guishing the fire, which, owing to a high wind, had previously assumed 
au alarming aspect. 

December 27. On Christmas Day, a destructive hurricane of wind arose 
from the south-west, and gradually increased in intensity until this morn- 
ing, when its force was little, if at all, inferior to the well-remembered 
tornado of 1839. {See p. 102.) In Newcastle, many hundred houses were 
partially unroofed or had their chimneys blown down, and many extraor- 
dinary escapes occurred. In one case, however, it proved fatal, Mr. 
William Veatch, foreman to Messrs Atkinson and Philipson, having been 
struck on the head by a tile, which cut through his hat, and fractured 
his skull so severely that he died in about two hours. At Monkwear- 
mouth, an immense stack of chimneys fell upon the house of Captain 
Watson, and buried that gentleman and his family, in the ruins. Mr. 
Watson had his leg broken and his ancle dislocated, but the others were 
extricated without much injury. At Hartlepool, a long range of ware- 
houses for the new docks was prostrated, and much damage sustained. 
The steeple of Tsinity Church, Stockton, was partially blown down, and 
the materials fell through the roof, and did much injury. At Darlington, 
Durham, and many other places, a great number of houses were unroo£ed. 
In the country, stacks were overturned, and carried away, trees torn up, 
&c., and numerous personal injuries were sustained. At Shields, Sun- 
derland, Hartlepool, &c., some vessels broke from their moorings, and 
three were blown upon Tynemouth rocks. Grenerally speaking, how- 
ever, the shipping on the coast escaped with trifling injury. 

1853, January 1. The Hon. E. Howard, M.P., having resigned his 
seat for the borough of Morpeth, the election of his successor took place 
to-day, when, on the motion of Mr. A. R. Fenwick, seconded by Mr, 
Hood, Sir George Grey, Bart., was unanimously returned. 

' 2. An explosion of gas occurred in Leasingthome colliery, 
Durham, by which three men and a boy were burnt to death. 

4. Died, at Alnwick, Licutenant-General Burrell, C.B., 

colonel of the 39th Regiment. Gi3neral Burrell served at the cloture 
of Guadaloupe, in 1810, and in the campaign in Canada, in 1814. He 
commanded the land force at the capture of Chusan, and had a brigade 
at the attack of Canton, for which services he received the thanks of 
Parliament in 1844. 

6. At a meeting held in Newcastle, the mayor in the chair, 

it was resolved to establish a society under the title of the " Newcastle, 
Northumberland and Durham Society for the Repression of Juvenile 
Crime." 

7. Buried, at Elton, near Stockton, Sarah Benton. Her age 

could not be precisely ascertained, but it certainly was not less than 116 
years. She could read without spectacles to the last. [A statement, 
very generally circulated, that the deceased was baptised at Cockfield in 
1731, is, I am informed by the rector, incorrect.] 

■ 9. The windmill at Woodhom, near Morpeth, took fire this 
morning, and the stock and machinery were entirely destroyed. 
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January 11. A boat, containing fonr men, npset on the Tees, near 
Stockton, daring a squall, and three of the party, named Wilson, Harle, 
and Williamson, were unfortunately drowned. 

— — - 13. A dinner was given at Stockton, to C. Trotter, Esq., 
mayor of that borough, in acknowledgment of the valuable services he 
had rendered to the town. Mr. Alderman Skinner presided, and a nume- 
rous party sat down on the occasion. 

-^— 14. A commission de lunatico inqwrendo was held at Croydon, 
the seat of the Ekirl of Eldon, to determine the state of mind of that 
noble lord. The jury, after hearing evidence, found that his lordship had 
been of unsound mind since the 4th June, 1851. 

23. This afternoon, as the two o'clock train was about to 

leave the Central Station, Newcastle, for Tynemouth, the boiler of the 
engine exploded with prodigious violence, scattering fragments of metal 
and timber in all directions. The engineman and fireman suffered rather 
severe injuries, but the passengers escaped unhurt. 

26. A portrait, by Burlinson, of Alderman William Hender- 
son, was placed in the Town Hall, Durham, as a testimonial of respect 
and gratitude to that gentleman, to whom the city was indebted for many 
considerable improvements. 

25. The ABseBftbly Rooms, Newcastle, were crowded this even- 
ing with one of the most fashionable audiences ever attracted there, on 
the occasion of a grand amateur musical entertainment for the benefit of 
the building fund of the Newcastle Infirmary. The performers were fifty- 
eight in number, and the principal solos were performed by the Hon. Lady 
Williamson, Miss Brandling, Miss Bilton, the Hon. and Rev. F. R. Grey, 
&C., &c. The decorations of the room were very elegant, and were extem- 
porised by Mr. H. Brandling and a party of ladies. The audience con- 
sisted oC upwards of 500 persons, and the concert passed off to the 
unmixed satisfaction of all present. The entertainment, with trifling 
Tariations, was repeated on the 27th, at the solicitation of many persons 
who were unable to obtain tickets for the first concert, and the net sum 
realised by the committee was £272. 

31. Died, at Beaufront, Northumberland, aged 74, William 

Guthbert, Esq. 

— . The Venerable W. F. Raymond, Archdeacon of Northum- 
berland, resigned that office, in consequence of ill-health. The Bishop of 
Dnriiam conferred the appointment upon the Venerable George Bland, 
Archdeacon of lindisfame, and the latter benefice was bestowed upon the 
Rev. R. C. Coxe, vicar of Newcastle, who was succeeded in that living by 
the Rev. Clement Moody. 

Febntary 6. The Right Rev. R. Gray, D.D., Bishop of Cape Town, 
preached in St. Nicholas^ and St. Peter's Churches, Newcastle ; and on the 
following evening he addressed a public meeting upon the peculiar wants 
of the Church in his diocese. The Bishop afterwards visited the other 
towns in the district, and, being a native of Sunderland, he was very 
warmly received. 

■ 7. Died, in London, Captain Eklward John Johnson, Magnetic 
Superintendent of the Royal Navy, and F.R.S. The deceased was the 
youngest son of the Rev. Henry Johnson, vicar of Bywell, Northumber- 
land, and having entered the navy in 1807 he continued in active service 
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until the close of the American war. In 1831, he was ordered by the Ad- 
miralty to complete the survey of the Fam Islands, which he had com* 
menccd some time before at his own expense. In 1885, he was ordered by. 
the same anthority to conduct a series of magnetic experiments -upon iron 
vessels ; and, after publishing several valuable papers on the magnet, he 
was appointed, in 1842, magnetic superintendent of the Royal navy, an 
office which he filled witli great efficiency, and credit to himself. 

Februninf 8. Tlie ceremony of cutting the first sod for a railway to con- 
nect the towns of Sunderland and Seaham was performed at the latter 
place by the Marquis of Londonderry, at whose expense the line was to be 
constructed, and after whom it was intended to be called. A procession of 
the inhabitants, headed by banners and two bands of music, having been 
fonucd at the Terrace, Heaham, the party walked to the spot fixed for th^ 
ceremony, where they were met by the Marquis and a number of his 
friends. A " sod" having been cut with a silver spade, it was thrown by 
the noble marquis into a mahogany wheelbarrow, and whe^ed by hira 
along some planks placed for the purpose, amidst a salute of 21 gnns and 
the cheers of the spectators. A numerous party were afterwards invited 
to luncheon at Seaham Hall in honour of the event. The railway is about 
six miles in length, ha\nng stations at Seaham, Ryhope, and Sunderland, 
and its cost was about £40,000 — a sum which the enormous coal traffic 
from Seaham, Haswell, and Hetton, to Sunderland dock was expected 
speedily to defray. x\ugust 3, 1854, the line was opened for coal traffic, 
in the presence of Lady I»ndonderry and Earl Vane, but, in consequence 
of the recent death of the noble marquis, there was no public demonstra- 
tion. July 2, 1855, it was opened as a passenger line. 

11. A fire broke out in the workshop of Messrs Thompson, 

tailors. High Street, Berwick, and before effective steps could be taken to 
extinguish the flames they spread into the adjoining warerooms of Mr. 
Smith, draper. The back portions of both premises were almost entirely 
destroyed, and, although the contents were partially saved, the damage was 
estimated at nearly £3,000. 

15. The elegant building recently erected at Houghton-le- 

Spring, for the Mechanics' Institute at that place, was opened this day. 

18. One of the heaviest falls of snow which had occurred for 

many years commenced upon the 11th, and continued with little inter- 
mission during the ensuing week. The railway trains were greatly 
delayed, although five engines were occasionally employed to a single 
train, and in one or two cases, particularly between Hartlepool and Sun- 
derland, the carriages became imbedded in the snow drifts, and the pas- 
sengers had to wander for many miles in search of shelter. In Sunderland, 
the railway officials were obliged to obtain the aid of the bellman, who 
ofiered 4s. a-day to any number of men for the purpose of cutting through 
the drifts. The turnpike roads from Newcastle to Otterbum, Bhotley 
Bridge, and Blyth, were quite impassable for some days, and several 
persons lost their lives in various parts of the country from the difficulty 
of travelling and the severity of the weather. Amongst these were Mr. 
John Laidler, shoemaker, Seaton Sluice, found dead on Blyth Links; 
Henry Berry, lost between Stanhope and Edmondbyers; Thomas Barron, 
lost near Stagshaw Bank ; and Mrs. Mackenzie, who died between Percy 
Mnin and North Shields. Many disasters also occurred at sea, owing, tio 
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the gales bj which the storm was accompanied. On the 24th, the Sir 
William Wallace, in attempting to return into the Tyne, was lost upon 
the Herd Sand, and her crew, seven men, a woman and a boy, all perished, 
notwithstanding the exertions of a party of pilots in the life-boat. On 
the 26th, a fishing-boat, returning to Cullercoats, was capsized, and two 
men were drowned. 

February 26. This evening a tremendous explosion occurred in a shop 
in Buckingham Street, Newcastle, occupied by Mr. William Walker, pro- 
vision dealer. An escape of gas had been suspected for several days, and 
upon Mr. Walker removing a portion of the shop floor to examine the 
pipe, the gas inflamed at the candle which he held in his hand. Mrs. 
Walker, who was standing near her husband, was blown into the street, 
with the whole of the shop front, and her injuries were so serious that 
she died a few days after. 

March 2. Intense excitement was created this afternoon in Newcastle 
and North Shields by the rumour that a serious accident had occurred 
upon the railway between the two towns. It appeared that just after 
the four o^clock train from Tynemouth had passed over the lofty viaduct 
at Willington the engine got off the rails and fell down the embankment 
on the south side of the railway, dragging with it the tender and guard*^ 
van. Owing to the breaking of the chain connecting the van with the 
first passenger carriage, the rest of the train kept upon the line, and the 
passengers were, comparatively speaking, unhurt. The engineman, Wm. 
Stephenson, was killed. The cause of the accident was never accurately 
ascertained. 

' ■ 10. Died, William Thompson, Esq., an alderman of London, 
and M.P. for Sunderland from 1833 until 1841. At the former date he 
was an extreme Liberal, but he afterwards became a decided Conservative, 
In 1840, a portrait of the deceased, by Bewick, was purchased by his 
friends for £300, and placed in the Exchange at Sunderland. 

14. A man named Sewell, living at Lynesack, Durham, mur- 
dered his mother, Jane Sewell, aged 82, and very nearly killed his father, 
aged 88, by beating them with a poker. He was apprehended soon after 
covered with blood, and was found to be raving mad. 

— 21. A fishing-boat, called the Dean Swift, belonging to 

Blyth, was capsized ofif that place, and three men, named Armstrong, 
Foggin, and Dixon, were drowned. 

' ' ' ■ 28. A great political banquet took place at Alnwick, upon 
the presentation of a piece of plate to Sir G. Grey, Bart., M.P., by the 
working men of Northumberland. A large wooden pavilion was erected 
in the Market Place, and the tickets for admission, 1,500 in number, 
proved quite inadequate to supply the demand for seats. The chair was 
taken by Sir W. C. Trevelyan, Bart., supported on his right by Sir G. Grey, 
Bart., the Earl of Carlisle, Mr. Beaumont, M.P., the Hon. and Rev. J. Grey, 
the Rev. R. W. Goodenough, Mr. M. R. Bigge, &c. ; and on his left by Earl 
Grey, Lord Panmure, Hon. and Rev. F. R. Grey, Mr. Ingham, M.P., Mr. 
Blackett, M.P., &c., &c. The vice-chair was occupied by P. Sclby, Esq., 
who was supported by the mayors of Newcastle and Berwick, Mr. P. J. 
Selby, Mr. Ralph Carr, Capt. Widdrington, Sir J. Gibeon Craig, Mr. EUice, 
Jan., M.P., and a great number of influential gentlemen. Dinner being 
conduded^the testimonial was brought forward and displayed amidst great 
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cheering. It consisted of a splendid silver candelabnun, rappoiied bj 
figures of a ploughman, a sailor, a blacksmith, and a miner, and omaiiMiited 
with the amis of Morpeth, Alnwick, and Berwick, the principal townB of the 
Northern Division. There was also a massive salver, beantifally emboased, 
the whole being valued at upwards of £400, and bearing the following in- 
scription :— " To the Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart, M.P., G.CB., 
from more than 13,000 of the working classes of Northumberlai^y in tes- 
timony of their gratitude for his support of the just, wise, and beneficial 
measure of Free Trade, and their respect for his private worth, and for 
the eminent integ^ty and ability which have distinguished hia pabiie 
career. Alnwick, March 28, 1853." Mr. Michael Young, a derk in the 
Bedlington Iron Works, presented the testimonial in a remarkably good 
speech, which was much applauded throughout, and Sir G^ige Grey 
afterwards returned thanks in an eloquent address. Earl Grey, Sie Earl 
of Carlisle, Lord Panmure, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Beaumont, and Mr. J. B. 
Blackett, also addressed the assemblage, which broke up, highly de- 
lighted, shortly after five o'clock. 

March 30. A public dinner was given in the Waterloo Inn, Dur- 
ham, to Henry Fenwick, Esq., of South Hill, by upwards of 200 of his 
friends and supporters, in acknowledgment of his exertions in tiie cause 
of the Liberal party, and more particularly for his conduct during his re- 
cent contest for that city. 

30. A large sea-bird was shot on the river Tees, and np<m 

opening it a gold ear-ring was found in its gizzard. 

April 1. Died, at Kirkley Hall, Northumberland, aged 85, tbe Rev. 
John Savile Ogle, D.D., son of Dr. Ogle, Dean of Winchester. The de- 
ceased was for thirty-three years one of the canons of Durham Cathedral. 
His youngest sister was the second wife of the Right Hon. Richard B. 
Sheridan. 

2. As Mrs. Robertson, wife of D. Robertson, Esq., of Lady- 
kirk, was hunting with Lord Elcho's hounds, near Belford, she attempted 
to cross the Lyham reservoir, when her horse fell over into twelve feet 
of water, throwing Mrs. Robertson off. Mr. Robertson inmiediately 
swam in to her rescue, and was followed by Sir J, Maijoribanks, but the 
force of the under-current was so great that they were completely dragged 
below the surface, and had not Ix)rd Aberdour succeeded in jerking his 
whip into the hand of Mr. Robertson, and, with the assistance of Lord 
Elcho and Sir George Grey, dragging the party to shore, it is probable 
all the three would have been drowned. Mrs. Robertson was insensible 
for some time, but fortunately recovered. 

— — 3. The pawnbroking establishment of Mr. Lister, New Ghrey 
Street, Sunderland, was discovered to be on fire early this morning, and 
the whole of its contents were very soon completely destroyed. 

• 5. The Earl of Carlisle delivered an interesting lecture in the 

school-room of St. James* church, Morpeth, on the " Poetry of Gray." 
The lecture was attended by a crowded assemblage. 

5. A very gay and fashionable party assembled at Sandhoeii 

the seat of R. Errington, Esq., to witness an amateur theatrical enteiv 
tainment. The pieces performed were " The Day after the Wedding," 
" The Lady of Lyons," and " Box and Cox." The " performers" 
quitted themselves, to admiration. 
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AprU 12. Died, in Newcastle, aged 68, Benjamin Tullocli, Esq., an 
eminent snrgeon of that town. Mr. Tulloch left upwards of £8,500 to 
charitable institutions, principally in Newcastle. 

— ^— ^- 15. A committee of the House of Commons declared that Mr; 
Hugh Taylor had not been duly elected for the borough of Tynemouth 
at Uie last election ; and that bribery and treating had been exercised by 
the agents of both candidates. {See p. 888.) 

— — — 20. The foundation-stone of a new place of worship for the 
Unitarian body was laid in New Bridge Street, Newcastle, by Ivan 
Mackie, Esq., of Manchester. The building, which is in the decorated 
style of Gothic architecture, was designed by Mr. Dobson, and is one 
of his most successful ecclesiastical erections. April 18, 1854, the 
** Church of the Divine Unity" was opened for Divine worship. 

28. The select committee of the House of Commons to whom 

the petition against the recent return of Messrs Forster and Stapleton, 
for the borough of Berwick, had been referred, resolved that those gentle- 
men had not been duly elected, having through their agents been guilty 
of bribery and treating. May 12, the new election rendered necessary 
by this decision took place. The candidates were Mr. Dudley Coutts 
Maijoribanks, Mr. John Forster (son of the late member), Mr. John 
Campbell Renton, and Mr. Richard Hodgson. At the close of the poll, 
on the 18th, the numbers were: — Maijoribanks, 470; Forster, 885; Ren- 
ton, 196, Hodgson, 157. 

27. Died, at Stagshaw House, near Hexham, Joseph Craw- 
hall, Esq., an eminent manufacturer in Newcastle, of which town he was 
an alderman, and served the office of mayor in 1849-50. 

28. Died, at Bishopwearmouth, aged 67, John Scott, Esq., 

for many years chairman of the River Wear Commission, and mayor of 
Sunderland in 1847-8. 

Ma^ 8. The boundaries of the parish of Sunderland were perambu- 
lated by the parochial authorities. A claim was made by the Dock 
Company, that such portions of the dock as had been formerly covered 
by the sea were extra-parochial, but the claim was finally withdrawn. 

12. The foundation-stone of a new building, intended for the 

Darlington Mechanics* Institute, was laid by Miss Pease, of Feethams, 
who contributed £400 to the funds for its erection. A soiree was held in 
the evening, at which the Dean of Ripon, Professor Nichol, and others, 
were present. The building, which was designed by Mr. Sparkes, cost 
upwards of £2,500, and was opened on the 25th August, 1854. 

18. Dr. Gray, Bishop of Cape Town, consecrated the new 

chapel at Whorl ton, in the parish of Bamardcastle. 

■ 14. This evening, about eleven o^clock, a fire broke out in the 

warehouse of Messrs Oliver and Co., oil manufacturers. Close, Newcastle. 
The warehouse adjoined the river Tyne, and was close to the high-level 
bridge, but, although fears were at one time entertained for the safety of 
that magnificent structure, they fortunately proved groundless. Near to 
the manufactory, however, was a lofty range of warehouses, containing a 
large quantity of goods in store, and, from the proximity of the flames, 
this building was soon on fire ; the iron girders of the various floors ra- 
.pidly gave way, and the whole of its contents, from top to bottom, were 
completely destroyed. The principal sufferers were Mr. Ayton^ com 
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merchant; Mr. Ridley, provision merchant; Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Waterfall, 
and Messrs Oliver; the loss amounting altogether to about £10,000. 
The buildings stood exactly upon the site of an extensive range of pre- 
mises which was destroyed 68 years before, by one of the greatest con- 
flagrations remembered in Newcastle. {Si:e 8ykbs, Sept. 8, 1785.) 

Ma^ 16. The foundation-stone of a new Primitive Methodist cha- 
pel was laid at Blaydon. On the following day, the foundation-stone of 
another chapel for the same body was laid in Nelson Street, Gateshead 
The latter building was opened on the 2nd January following. 

20. Died, at Sedgeficld, aged 106, Mrs. Ann TumbulL 

23. The largest ship hitiberto built on the T^ne, the Carlo 

Alberto, was launched at St. Peter s, near Newcastle, by Messrs T. and 
W. Smith, in the presence of about 40,000 spectators. The vessel was 
for the Sardinian Government, and was fngate-built, her burthen being 
about 2,500 tons. She was pierced for fifty guns, and was subsequently 
fitted with a screw propeller, and two engines of 400-hor8e power. The 
Carlo Alberto left the T>Tie on the 28th February, 1854, for the south of 
England; and her departure drew an immense concourse of persons to 
Tynemouth and the neighbourhood. 

23. Died, at Lanchester, aged 100, Mrs. Elizabeth Gilchrist 

■ 25. G. H. Wilkinson, Esq., having resigned the judgeship of 

the County Courts in Northumberland, was succeeded by James Losh, 
Esq., who took his seat at Newcastle this day. 

. The British Electric Telegraph Company having extended 

their wires to Newcastle, opened an office on the Sandhill, in tlmt town. 

June 1. The North-Eastem Railway Company ^s station in Fawcett 
Street, Bishopwearmouth, was opened for the use of the public. 

1 . A " dog-crab" was caught amongst the rocks at Tynemouth, 

having a sixpence firmly attached to the shell of its back I The coin had 
probably fallen upon the crab when its outer covering was in a soft state, 
as the shell had grown considerably over the edge of the piece. 

4. Died, at Tynemouth, Henry Mitodfe, Esq., M.P, for that 

borough from 1841 to 1847. 

5. Died, in the Close, Newcastle, aged 102, Mr. Wm. Body. 

9. The committee of the House of Commons to whom the late 

election for the city of Durham had been referred (see p. 318), declared the 
election of Iiord A. Vane null and void, on the ground of bribery. The 
nomination for the vacancy took place on the 24th June. Mr. W. L. 
Wharton and Mr. J. W. Hays proposed and seconded John Robert Mow- 
bray, Esq. ; and Mr. J. Henderson and Mr. Aid. Storey nominated Sir 
Charles Eurwicke Douglas, C.M.G., in whose favour the show of hands 
was declared to be. At the close of the poll the numbers were: — Mr. 
Mowbray, 529 ; Sir C. Douglas, 444. 

10. The South Durham Militia, 800 in number, commanded 

by the Duke of Cleveland, assembled at Bamardcastle for twenty-eight 
days' training. 

11. A fire broke out in the shop of Mr. H. Aynsley, grocer^ 

Saville Street, North Shields, and, in consequence of the defective supply 
of water, the stock and premises were entirely consumed. 

13. Died, at Berwick, aged 65, Mrs. Catherine Bichaidson, 

many years proprietor of the " Berwick Advertiser.** 
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June 15. The Venerable R. C. Coxe, Archdeacon of Lindisfarne^ 
was presented with a beautiful piece of plate, and two purses, containing 
£220, as memorials of the gratitude of the inhabitants of Newcastle for 
his services as their vicar during the previous twelve years, and of their 
regret at his removal from the town. The presentation took place in 8t. 
Nicholas* vestry, and was made by Mr. Commissioner Ellison. 

15. After a protracted struggle before a committee of the 

House of Commons, the Blyth and Tyue Railway bill (branches to Mor- 
j>eth and Tynemouth) was approved of; the rival scheme, entitled the 
Morpeth and Tynemouth Railway and Dock bill, being rejected. The 
successful measure received the Royal assent on the 4th August. 

20. The foundation-stone of the baths and wash-houses in- 
tended to be erected at Monkwearmouth was laid by the Hon. Lady 
Williamson, in the presence of several members of the Corporation of 
Sunderland, and a numerous assemblage of the inhabitants. The build- 
ing cost about £2,400, and was opened in the following February. 

22. llie Rev. Dr. Newshara having completed his fiftieth 

year's residence at Ushaw College, the event was commemorated with 
much rejoicing. Cardinal Wiseman performed high mass in the morning, 
assisted by the titular bishops of Hexham, Beverley, Plymouth, and Sal- 
ford, and 150 priests. In the afternoon. Dr. New sham was presented with 
his portrait, which had been executed in London at the expense of his 
friends. A dinner afterwards took place in the refectory, to which about 
400 ladies and gentlemen sat down, amongst whom were Sir W. Lawson, 
Bart., P. H. Howard, Esq., M. Salvin, Esq., W. H. Charlton, Esq., and 
E. Waterton, Esq. ; and fireworks and music concluded the festivities. 

80. The ancient parish church of Ford was re-opened, after 

undergoing an almost entire restoration. 

. By a decision of the Judges at Westminster, the ancient writ 

ofpone^ peculiar to the county of Durham, was declared to be abrogated 
by a recent Act of Parliament. 

July 1. Died, at Hawkwell, Northumberland, aged 110, in the full 
possession of her faculties, Mrs. Elizabeth Langlands. 

3. A fatal accident occurred at Kirkheaton, Northumberland, 

under rather singular circumstances. A man, named Edward Anderson, 
was turning up his cart for the purpose of discharging a load of stones, 
when his neckerchief was caught by a piece of iron near the end of the 
shaft, and, the shaft springing up with a sudden jerk, he was suspended 
in the air and deprived of life. 

6. The Northumberland Militia, under the command of 

Lieut.-Colonel Bigge, assembled at Alnwick, for twenty-eight days' 
training. July 30, the regiment was reviewed by Colonel the Earl of 
Beverley, in the presence of a large assemblage ; and a grand ball was 
afterwards given by the officers. 

6. The foundation-stone of a building, intended for a Me- 
chanics' Institute, was laid at Scaham, by Mr. R. Wright. The design, 
which is in the Grecian Doric style, was by Mr. T. OHver, jun., and is 
▼ery elegant. The Marquis of Londonderry presented the site, and gave 
£500 to the building fund, and the Marchioness raised £420 for the same 
objeoi, by a bazaar held at Seaham Hall, on the 8th and 9th of August. 
llic building was styled the Londonderry Institute, and was o^ienod ou. 
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• 

the 8rd January, 1855, when Sir Archibald Alison delivered an inangand 
address. 

July 7. Married, in London, Lord Aberdonr, eldest son of the Earl 
of Morton, to Lady Alice Lambton, daughter of the late Ekurl of Darham. 

7. Married, at Daresbury, Cheshire, Charles William Orde, 

Esq., of Nnnnykirk, Northumberland, to Frances Isabella, daughter of 
the late Shallcross Jacson, Esq., of Newton Bank^ Cheshire. 

8. Died, in Newcastle, aged 77, Sanderson Ilderton, Esq., of 

Ederton, Northumberland, and high-sheriff of that county in 1829. 

14. Died, at Hexham, aged 27, Mr. William Kerr Fairless. 

The deceased, when a mere boy, showed a peculiar inclination for the 
Fine Arts, and was sent, whilst young, to London, where he studied as an 
artist with much assiduity and success. His favourite occupation was 
landscape painting, and several of his pictures display exquisite feel- 
ing, delicacy, and execution. A few sea-pieces by him are also much 
admired, and but for his premature death he would doubtless have won 
a distinguished position. 

14. An explosion of gas occurred in Monkwearmouth colliery, 

by which four j>ersons were burnt to death. 

14. The iron screw collier Countess of Strathmore, of New- 
castle, foundered off the coast of Yorkshire, and the master, Mr. John 
Nicholson, the mate, and a seaman, were drowned. Mr. Nicholson, who 
was a skilful seaman, and was widely respected, was the last of four 
brothers, all of whom perished at sea. 

August 15. The Sunderland Orphan Asylum Act received the Royal 
assent. The measure was obtained for the purpose of compromising a 
dispute between the Bishop of Durham and the freemen of Sunderland, as 
to their respective titles to a sum of about £9,000, paid by the Railway 
and Dock Companies for portions of the Town Moor. By the above Act, 
the money was transferred to trustees, for ecclesiastical and educational 
purposes. 

16. John Twizell Wawn, Esq., was presented with an elegant 

silver soup tureen by the electors of South Shields, in testimony of their 
appreciation of his services in Parliament for upwards of eleven years. 
The testimonial was presented by Mr. Thomas Bell, at a numerously 
attended meeting of the inhabitants. 

22. A small passenger steamer, called the William, was pro- 
ceeding from Newcastle to Shields, when she was run down, near Jarrow 
Slake, by the screw steamer Sir John Easthope, and the passengers and 
crew, upwards of forty in number, were left to struggle for life in the 
river. Owing to the exertions of some neighbouring boatmen, the whole 
of the party were rescued, but the steersman, who had a leg broken, ex- 
pired soon after in Newcastle Infirmary, and several other persons were 
much hurt. 

26. Died, in Newcastle, in his 82nd year, the Rev. Ralph 

Henry Brandling, formerly of Gosforth House, Northumberland, and the 
last of a long roll of ** Brandlings of Gosforth." The deceased was one of 
the chief founders of the Natural History Society of Newcastle, and, so 
long as he had an opportunity of manifesting it, his kindness and genero* 
sity to the poor, and his considerate attention to his numerous workmen, 
commanded universal respect and esteem. 
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August 28. The steam vessel Chanticleer arrived in the Tyne, having 
completed the voyage from liondon in twenty -eight hours ! 

September 1. Daring the summer of this year, some apprehension was 
excited in this country at the prevalence of cholera upon the continent, 
and its gradual advance westward. At last, a death from the disease was 
reported in London, followed, soon after, hy similar mortality in Liverpool 
and Hull, and on the above date a fatal case occurred in Newcastle. It 
was not, however, for some days that any great alarm was felt at its pre- 
sence, but on the 9th the deaths were reported to have risen from four or 
five daily to no less than twenty -one, and immediate steps were taken by the 
Board of Guardians to arrest its progress. Additional medical officers and 
nurses were appointed, several druggists were directed to dispense medi- 
cines gratuitously to the poor, and numerous precautionary measures were 
ordered to be carried out, the Board henceforth sitting nightly to super- 
iutend the arrangements. Every attempt, however, to stay the plague 
for some time proved unavailing, and the Council having been called 
together on the 14th, to consider the course which should be pursued, a 
committee was appointed to co-operate with the Guardians, and £500 were 
placed at its disposal. Still more energetic measures were then taken for 
the protection of the lower classes, who were more peculiarly influenced 
by the disorder; and several students were sent for from Edinburgh to 
assist the medical staff of the town. On the 15th September, on it 
transpiring that the number of deaths that day exceeded 100, the conster- 
nation of the inhabitants became intense, and business thenceforth was 
almost suspended, through the anxiety and terror of all classes. The 
mortality of each day was declared in the evening by the Guardians, 
amidst great trepidation, and as the deaths showed no diminution on the 
17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th, and, indeed, were, though inaccurately, report- 
ed to have increased on the last-mentioned date to the fearful number of 
118, despondency and gloom were upon every face. Many persons removed 
their families altogether from the town, and as strangers entirely shunned 
its streets, the utter absence of traffic, save the ceaseless processions to 
the cemeteries, had a most depressing effect upon all. At this stage it 
was suggested that the poorer classes in infected districts should be 
removed in a body to the Town M(W)r, and a number of tents were imme- 
diately erected by the military authorities for their accommodation, but it 
was found impracticable to induce the people to make use of them. A 
large warehouse in the New Road was, however, fitted up by Mr. Wal- 
lace, town-surveyor, for a ** House of Refuge," and was found very useful. 
Several unhealthy houses were closed by the authorities, and excellent 
arrangements were made by the vicar, clergy, and churchwardens for the 
distribution of wholesome food and proper clothing. By the blessing of 
Providence the disease at length began to yield to the unparalleled efforts 
made to arrest it; the deaths fell from sixty on the 22nd to thirty-seven 
on the 27th, and in about four weeks more, aft<;r a gradual decline, it 
wholly disappeared from the town, upwards of 1,500 persons having then 
been swept away by it. The water supplied to the inhabitants at the 
time of the outbreak was very impure, owing to the long-continued 
drought, and, in the opinion of some medical practitioners, this cause was 
sufficient in itself to account for the prevalence-of diarrhoea. A remark- 
able feature of the epidemic was the destruction which occurred in parti- 
al t 
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cular families. In one house at Arthur's Hill, the father, mother, five 
children, and grandmother, were carried off within a few days; and in 
numerous cases a husband, wife, and one or more children, were recorded to 
have rapidly followed each other to the grave. Tables of the mortality were 
published by the registrars of deaths, under the orders of the Board of 
Guardians, the returns being made up to five o'clock each afternoon, but 
in some instances deaths were registered one or two days after they had 
taken place, and the following is a corrected table published by the officers 
of the Board of Health : — 



September 1, Thursday 6 

„ 2, Friday 

„ df Saturday 4 

„ 4, Sundny 6 

„ 6, Monday 7 

y, 6, Tuesday 6 

„ 7, Wednesday 3 

„ 8, Thursday 16 

„ 9, Friday... 19 

„ 10, Saturday 19 

11, Sunday 31 

„ 12, Monday 38 

„ 13, Tuesday 69 

„ 14, \Vo<lnc8day 90 

„ 15, Thursday 106 

„ 16, Friday. .'. 114 

„ 17, Saturday 103 

„ 18, Sunday 103 

„ 19, Monday Ill 

„ 20, Tuesday 85 

„ 21, Wednesday 68 



September 22, Thursday 8t 

„ 23, Friday 60 

„ 24, Saturday 56 

„ 25, Sunday 56 

„ 26, Monday 84 

^ 27, Tuesday 8t 

„ 28, Wednesday 26 

„ 29, Thursday 18 

„ 80, Friday 12 

October 1, Saturaay 14 

„ 2, Sunday 15 

„ 3, Monday 17 

„ 4, Tuesday 9 

„ 5, Wednesday 14 

„ 6, Thursday 10 

„ 7, Friday 7 

„ 8, to November 4, (aver- ) m» 



age 3 daily) 
Total 1,538 

or these about 120 were deaths from diarrhooa. 

The untiring devotion of the medical body to their duty during this awful 
pestilence was the theme of marked approbation. Tw^o officers of the 
Board of Health, Mr. Grainger and Dr. Gavin, visited the town during 
the visitation, and rendered some valuable assistance and advice. Tlie 
clergy of all denominations were also unremitting in their attention to the 
sick and poor, and, at a meeting held on the 12th October, the appeal made 
by the vicar for the co-operation of the wealthier classes in the relief of the 
sufferers, was met with the warmest sympathy. The sum eventually 
raised, for relieving widows, and for feeding, clothing, and educating the 
numerous orphans left destitute by the plague, amounted to upwards of 
£8,300. 

Gateshead. The first death from the epidemic in this borough occurred 
on the 2nd September, and, as in Newcastle, for the ensuing ten days the 
mortality was trifling, never exceeding seven. On the 13th, however, 
twenty-six victims were recorded; and the general appearance of the town 
then became very similar to Newcastle. On the 14:th, there were twenty 
deaths; on the 15th, thirty-three; on the 16th, which was the most fatal 
day in both towns, thirty-six; on the 17th, thirty-one; on the 18th, nine- 
teen; and on the 19th, twenty-two. The worst of the visitation was then 
over, and on the 2Gth October the last death was registered, at which 
period the mortality had been 433, including about 40 from diarrhoea. 
Besides the mortality in the town, however, several of the rural districts 
attached to the Union had suffered severely, the deaths in the township 
(.f Ileworth being ninety -eight; Whickham, twenty-one j and Winlaton, 
fuiiiti'on. 
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Hexham. The disease made its appearance here on the 2nd September, 
and made rapid progress. Nearly 25 per cent, of the whole population 
was more or less affected, and the number of deaths was twenty-five or 
twenty-six. One medical gentleman, Mr. Farbridge, his wife, and two 
daughters, were amongst the lamented victims. 

Whalton. This village, one of the most pleasant and salubrious in 
Northumberland, was terribly afflicted by the scourge, which broke out on 
the 14th September. Outof 224 inhabitants, forty-five were attacked, and 
ten died. The parties cut off were nearly all of the more respectable class. 

Shields, &c. In North Shields only twelve deaths occurred from 
cholera, the town continuing in a healthy state throughout the epidemic. 
About twenty-six deaths took place from the disease in South Shields. 
At liowdon, however, the epidemic raged in its most malignant form, 
breaking out in the same house and in the very same room as that in which 
it made its appearance in the previous visitations of 1831 and 1849. The 
number of deaths in the district was between twenty and thirty. At 
Blyth, also, about twenty fatal cases were reported, and isolated deaths 
occurred in several other places. 

September 2. This morning, fiames were observed issuing from the bond 
warehouses of Messrs Hudson and Co., Low Street, Sunderland. As the 
wind was rather high at the time, great apprehensions were entertained 
for the neighbouring property, but by great exertions the fire was confined 
to the premises in which it originated, and which were entirely destroyed. 

5. A balloon ascent took place from the Wrestling-ground, 

Newcastle, by a Mr. Hampton and two friends. The balloon descended 
at Kibblesworth, in about an hour. September 19, Mr. Hampton made 
an ascent at Darlington, and effected a descent at Stockton, having tra- 
versed the distance in about twenty minutes. 

7. llie Hon. John Henry Manners Sutton, Captain M. R. 

Bethune, C.B., and Colin Blackbume, Esq., barrister-at-law, her Majes- 
ty's commissioners for inquiring into local charges upon shipping, held a 
court at Newcastle, and on the 9th and 10th, at Shields, to investigate 
the charges made upon the river Tyne. September 12, Captain Bethune 
and Mr. Blackbume visited Sunderland for a similar purpose, as regarded 
the Wear. 

8. The Right Rev. Bishop Hogarth laid the foundation-stone 

of a new Roman Catholic chapel at Crook, Durham. The building, which 
is a very elegant one, is in the pointed style of architecture, and cost up- 
wards of £3,000. It was opened on the 25th October, 1854. 

12. Tliis evening, a cab, containing a man, two women, and 

four children, besides the driver, was proceeding quickly along Deptford 
New Road, Sunderland, when, owing to the darkness of the night, it fell 
over into the ravine below, a depth of forty feet, Sti^nge to say, neither 
passengers, driver, nor horse, were much hurt. 

20. Tlie new district church of St. Luke, at Ferryhill, was 

consecrated by the Bishop of Durham. 

■ — 22. A fire broke out this morning, in the shop of Mr. L. Reed, 

chemist. Quayside, Newcastle. The stock was entirely destroyed before 

the flames could be got under, but the premises were not materially 

damaged. « 

. A school for the reclamation of juvenile offenders was opened 
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this montli, near tho Barracks, Newcastle, nnder the anspices of the 
" SiK'iety for the Repression of Juvenile Crime." 

October 3. A fire broke out this morning, in the Bee Hive Inn, East 
Holbom, South Shields, occupied by Mr. W. Thompson. The landlord 
and his family were obliged to fly from the premises in their night dresses, 
and the progress of the flames being accelerated by a high wind, the 
house and its contents were consumed in a very short period. 

5. A steam-boat, named the Favourite, lying in the river 

Tyne, near Hillgate, Gateshead, took fire this evening, and was burnt to 
the water's edge. 

10. The foundation-stone of a new Wesleyan chapel was laid 

in Trimdon Street, Bishopwearmouth, by the Rev. T. S. Monkhouse. 
The building, which cost about £900, and accommodates 850 persons, 
was opened on the 14th May, 1854. 

11. A boiler explosion took place at Dcrwent Iron Woife, 

Shotley Bridge, by which a fireman, named Leonard, was killed. The 
explosion was heard for several miles around, and much damage was done 
to the works. 

17. Married, at Bletchingdon, Wm. Linskill. Esq., of Tyne- 

mouth Lodge, to the Hon. Frances Annesley, second daughter of Viscount 
Valentia. Some rejoicing took place at North Shields on the occasion. 

24. The foundation-stone of the public baths and wash-houses 

for the city of Durham was laid by the mayor, in the presence of a nu- 
merous concourse of the inhabitants. The building was opened on the 
Ist August, 1855. 

25. At a meeting of the Darlington Board of Health it was 

decided to purchase the gas and water-works of that town for the sum of 
£54,000. 

.26. Married, at Hexham, John Errington, Esq., of High 

Warden, to Caroline, daughter of the Rev. W. J. D. Waddilove, of B&bl- 
con Grange. 

.27. In compliance with the request of the mayor of Gates- 
head, this was observed as a day of thanksgiving for the disappearance 
of cholera from that town. Divine service was performed in the various 
churches, and business was entirely suspended throughout the day. 
November 8 was observed as a day of thanksgiving at North Shields, 
for the escape of that town from the late visitation. November 16, ser- 
vices took place in all the churches and many dissenting chapels in New- 
castle to return thanks for the disappearance of the pestilence. The day 
was observed in a similar manner at Hexham. 

29. Died, in London, aged 67, Mr. Thomas Jonathan Wool- 

ler, printer. The deceased was a native of the county of Durham, but 
removed to the metropolis in early life, and he enjoyed no little celebrity 
for several years as editor of a political joumsd entitled " The Biadk 
Dwarf." During the Parliamentary Reform agitation he was appointed 
" legislatorial attorney" for Birmingham, an office which was deemed ille- 
gal, and for holding which he was imprisoned, with Sir Charles Wolseley, 
for eighteen months in Warwick gaol. 

November 4. Died, at Clifton, aged 83, Sir Thomas John Clavering, 
Bart., of Axwell Park and Greencroft, Durham. The deceased raised a 
troop of yeomanry in 1798, at his own cxjMnse, for the defence of the 
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conntry. Having paid a visit to France, soon after the peace of xVmiens, 
be was detained by Buonaparte, from tbe rapture of that treaty, until 
1814, and a singular dispute consequently arose, in 1854, as to whether 
bis children bom in that country were entitled to a share in the property 
left by bis father, George Clavering, Esq., that gentleman having ex- 
pressly excluded any descendants of his son that should not be members 
of tbe Church of England, or that might be bom or educated abroad. 
The only surviving son of Sir Thomas, the present Sir W. A. Clavering, 
Bart., was the sole person entitled to claim under the strict letter of the 
will, but it was subsequently set- aside by a decree of the Court of 
Chancery. 

November 9. The annual election of Corporate officers took place, when 
the following gentlemen were elected Mayors: — Newcastle^ Ralph Dodds 
(John Gibson, sheriff). Oatesheady David Haggie. Morpethy Nicholas 
Wright. Tynemouthy Matthew Poppelwell. South Shieldsy John Robin- 
son. Sunderlandy Samuel Alcock. Durhamy Greorge Robson. Hcsrtle- 
pooly Peter Barker. Stockton^ William Skinner. Berwick y Patrick Clay 
(Dr. Johnston, sheriff). 

' 12. The first shipment of coals from Netherton colliery, near 

Morpeth, was made in Sunderland dock. A large quantity was subse- 
quently shipped at the same place, which is almost thirty miles from the 
colliery. 

16. John Dawson, James Vaughan, and John Hurrell, Esqrs., 

the commissioners appointed by her Majesty to inquire into the 
alleged corrupt practices at the late election of a member of Parliament 
for the borough of Tjmemouth {see p. 808), opened their court in the Town 
Hall, North Shields. Copious evidence was taken by the commissioners, 
who reported shortly after that one-seventh of the whole constituency of 
the borough was composed of publicans ; and that great corruption had 
prevailed in this section of the electors, ninety innkeepers having been 
tsubsidized by the contending parties, and direct bribery having occurred 
in a few cases. The expenses of the candidates had been about £2,500 
each, the cost of rosettes, &c., having alone amounted to £900. The 
commissioners acquitted the candidates of any participation in the corrup- 
tion which had prevailed. 

25. By an Order in Council, the Public Health Act was or- 
dered to be applied to the town of Hexham. The first election of the 
local board took place on the 29th December following, amidst some ex- 
citement. 

28. Died, in London, aged 76, (jeneral Sir Thomas Bradford, 

O. C. B., G. C. H. This distinguished officer married Mary Anne, daugh- 
ter of James Atkinson, Esq., of Newcastle, and his eldest son, James 
Henry, succeeded to the estates of Ralph Atkinson, Esq., of Angerton, 
and took the name of that gentleman. The deceased was interred at 
Hartbum, near Morpeth, where he had previously placed an el^ant monu- 
ment, by Chantrey, in memory of his wife. 

28. Que of the flour mills atWaren, near Belford, occupied by 

Mr. Nairn, took fire this evening, owing to the heating of a pair of mill- 
stones, and the building, machinery, and stock were destroyed in a very 
short period. 

December. About this time, the pigsties and slaughter-houses which. 
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hati long desecrated the precincts of Hexham Abbey Chnrch were cleared 
away at the expense of W. B. Beaumont, Esq., Lord of the Manor. During 
the alterations the ruins of the Chapter House, and the supposed remains 
of a cloister adjoining the south transept, were brought to light by tho 
workmen. 

December 1. Died, at Low Heworth, aged 100, Margaret Johnson. 

4. A fire broke out this morning, in the premises occupied by 

Mr. College, flour dealer, Tyne Street, North Shields. Mr. College's 
family, who lived above his shop, were rescued with some difficulty, and 
the house was entirely gutted before the flames could be got under. 

4. Died, at Ba^shot, aged 36, Mr. Thomas Weddle, F.R.A.S., 

Professor of ^Mathematics in Sandhurst College. Mr. Weddle was a na- 
tive of Stamfordham, Northumberland, and first distinguished himself in 
1841, by his " Method of Solving Numerical Equations," which was read 
before the Royal Society, and at once placed him in the first rank of living 
mathematicians. His contributions to the Ladies' Diary and Mathemati- 
cal Journal were numerous and important, and his premature death was 
widely lamented as a loss to science. 

5. Died, at Berwick, aged 74, the Rev. Joseph Barnes, for 

thirty-eight years vicar of that town. He was succeeded in the incum- 
bency by the Rev. G. H. Hamilton, chaplain of Durham gaol. An elegant 
window, purchased by the subscriptions of all denominations in Berwick, 
was aftenvards placed in the parish church as a memorial of the deceased. 

6. Lord Adolphus Vane was presented by the ladies of Dur- 
ham with an elegant diamond ring, and a gold snuff-box, of the value of 
£70. Tlie presentation was made by W. L. Wharton, Esq., in the Exhi- 
bition Rooms, in the presence of a numerous party of the subscribers. In 
the afternoon, a grand dinner was given to his lordship, Mr. Wharton pre- 
siding, and Messrs A. Wilkinson, W. Henderson, and J. H. Forster, offici- 
ating as vice-chainnen. 

9. The first show of the South Durham and North Yorkshire 

Fat Stock and Poultr}' Society was held at Darlington. The entries were 
very numerous, and the attendance of spectators surpassed all expectation. 
A dinner took place in the afternoon, at which 300 gentlemen sat down; 
the Duke of Cleveland took the chair on the occasion. Sir W. EIden,Bart., 
acting as vice-chairman. 

IG. Died, at Hartlepool, aged nearly seventy years, William 

(widely know in the northern counties as " Billy '*) Purvis. The deceased 
was bom at Auchindinny, near Edinburgh, but was brought to Newcastle 
by his parents at an early age ; and he resided in a house in the Close for 
nearly sixty-six years, ever proving himself, so far as dialect was concerned, 
a devoted Newcastletonian. He served his apprenticeship to a cabinet 
maker in the town, but his partiality for the stage was exhibited from his 
earliest years, and he became "call-boy" at tho Theatre Royal, whilst it 
was under the management of Stephen Kemble. After some coquetting 
with the muse as an amateur, and several perambulations in the surround- 
ing districts as a conjuror, a clown, and a performer on the Northumber- 
land bagpipes, he finally established himself as proprietor of an itinerant 
theatre about 1818, and maintained that position, doubtless with many 
vicissitudes, up to the day of his death. His peregrinations throughout 
the North of England and in Scotland made his name a " household word^* 
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in every district, and few men in his station of life have been so generally 
popular. To his credit it may be added that he brought up a largo family 
in a very respectable manner. His autobiography, which, I believe, must 
be regarded as not altogether authentic, was published a few years before 
his death, having been edited by Mr. J. P. Robsou, a well-known local [>oet. 

December 21. Another bazaar in aid of the building fund of St. Peter's 
Church, Newcastle, was held in that town. Lady Olivia Ossulston and a 
number of other ladies presiding at the stalls. The receipts amounted to 
nearly £500. 

22. At an early hour this morning a fire broke out in the 

Highlander public-house, Liddell Street, North Shields. The inmates 
escaped from the back of the premises, and in a very short time the house 
and its contents were entirely destroyed. The extensive ship-building 
premises of Messrs Young and Sons, which adjoined the inn, were par- 
tially set on fire, but were saved by the exertions of the police. Another 
destructive conflagration broke out in the same town on the 30th, in a 
house occupied by Mr. Hutchinson, shipchandler. Bell Street. In the im- 
mediate vicinity were the premises of Mr. Green, grocer; Mr. Stobbs, pipe 
maker; Mr. Taylor, sailmaker; and Miss Stewart, grocer; and, owing to 
the high wind which was raging, these buildings were speedily set on 
fire, and were entirely consumed. Considerable damage was also done to 
the brig Mariners, and several houses which surrounded the spot ; and the 
total loss sustained was estimated at nearly £2,500. 

1854, January 1. The first number of the "Northern Tribune," a 
monthly publication, edit^jd by Mr. Joseph Cowen, jun., was published in 
Newcastle. It was discontinued in the following year. 

3. One of the most severe frosts that has occurred in this dis- 
trict within living memory was experienced from the commencement of 
the year to the present date. On the evening of the 31st of December, 
the thermometer fell to 21®, and it continued to decline gradually till the 
morning of this day, when the thermometer of the Literary and I'hiloso- 
phical Society, Newcastle, marked 11®, or 21® below the freezing point 
of water. In more exposed situations the frost was still more severe, 
Mr. Greorge Clayton Atkinson's instrument at Wylam Hall having re- 
gistered 4® both on the 2d and 3d, and at Jesmond and Woolsingtou very 
nearly as low a temperature was marked. With the exception of one 
date (January 15, 1815), when Mr. Losh's observations at Jesmond re- 
corded the temperature at 8®, and a second in 1838 {see p. 83), nothing 
Approaching the frigidity of 1854 had occurred within the present century. 
On the 3rd, the wind, which had for several days been north-west, veered 
suddenly and boisterously round to south-east, and the temperature soon 
afterwards rose considerably. The cliange of wind, however, had a most 
disastrous effect upon the vessels near the coast, as about 1,300 sail of 
ships had left Yarmouth Boads for the north, and their attempts to reach 
their destined ports became extremely hazardous, owing to the violence of 
the storm. On the 4th, the fleet was off* Tynemouth, and although some 
hundreds of vessels entered in safety, a great number of others went on 
shore on the Herd Sands and the opposite rocks. The scene was of the 
most exciting character, and the beach was thronged with spectators 
throughout the day. At Sunderland, twelve vessels were driven behind 
the north pier, and two behind the south pier, twelve went aground 
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apon the Potato Garth, and five more near Polka Hole, making thirty- 
one in all, about one-third of which became total wrecks, many others 
being much damaged. At Hartlepool, eight laden vessels grounded upon 
the bar, and became wrecks, and a still larger number were driven on 
shore near the mouth of the Tees. All along the coast, indeed, the loss 
of property and life was very serious. After a tem]K)rary calm, the gale 
again arose on the 7th, and continued to rage with fearful violence until 
the moniing of the 10th. This second hurricane proved still more dis- 
astrous to shipping than its predecessor, owing to the disabled state of 
many of the vessels still at sea, and at the conclusion of the storm, sixty 
ships had been wrecked between the mouth of the Tees and Hartlepool, 
forty at Sunderland, thirty-four at Tynemouth, ten at Warkworth, and 
nearly forty others at various places in the neighbourhood, besides many 
which foundered at sea. The loss at the mouth of the Tyne alone was 
estimated by competent authorities at £45,000. The hull of one vessel, 
the 8ir R. Peel, which was worth fully £3,000 before the gale, sold for 
£9, and many other wrecks were purchased considerably under even that 
sum. Tlie loss of life was, comparatively speaking, unimportant. Very 
little snow accompanied the tempest in this district, but in the south of 
England a great quantity fell, and the trains which left London for the 
north on the morning of the 4th, did not reach Newcastle till mid-day on 
the 5th; and, in consequence of the stoppage both of colliers and railway 
conveyances, the retail price of coals in the metropolis rose to l>etween 40s. 
and 50s. per ton. One of the minor incidents of the stonn was the fall, 
at Hartlepool, of a rock, long known in the neighbourhood as the 
" Maiden's Bower," which, after having withstood the angry surge for 
ages, was o\'erthrown and destroyed. 

5. J. Burnley Hume, Esq., barrister-at-law ; John Simon, Elsq., 

moilical oflicer to the city of London ; and John Frederick Bateman, Esq., 
C.E., the three commissioners appointed by the Crown, in compliance with 
a memorial from Newcastle to investigate the causes which led to or 
aggravated the late visitation of epidemic cholera, opened their commission 
in the Guildhall, in that town. As their commission also authorised 
them to inquire into the sanitary condition of Gateshead and Tynemouth, 
the mayors of those towns, as well as the mayor, sherifif, and town- 
clerk of Newcastle attended to receive the commissioners. After brieHy 
pointing out the evidence which they wished to receive, tliey adjourned to 
the 1 9th, when the first witness examined was Dr. Headlam. The court sat 
from day to day until the 30tli, and again on the 7th, 10th and 11th March, 
no less than fifty-six persons tendering their evidence. On the 8th, 9th, 
and 10th of March, the commission sat in the Town Hall, Gateshead, where 
thirteen witnesses were examined. The only evidence taken as respected 
Tynemouth was that of the town-clerk, Mr. Lietch. lli« commissioners 
made their report to her Majesty on the 15th July, in a bulky " blue-book." 

5. Died, in Edinburgh, aged 74, William Pawson, Esq., of 

Shawdon, high-sheriff of Northumberland in 1826. 

6. A new chapel, for the Methodist Reformers, was opened at 

Corbridge. The chapel accommodates 200 persons. 

7. Died, at Featherstone Castle, Northumberland, aged 47, 

the Hon. James Hope Wallace. 

10. Thii congregation of Presbyterians assembling in Clavcr- 
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ing Place chapel, Newcastle, presented the Rev. James Pringle with a 
parse containing 150 sovereigns, and a silver salver, "as a token of their 
affection and esteem, and a memorial of his having entered on the fiftieth 
year of his lahours among them.'^ The presentation took place at a soiree, 
and was made hy James Annandale, Esq. 

January 12. Died, at Harworth, near Fishhum, Darham, aged 100, 
Hannah Allison. 

22. A fine seam of coal was cut through at Seaham collier}', 

the property of the Marquis of Londonderry. The seam, it was calcu- 
lated, would produce 14,500,000 tons of coking coal. 

25. The Queen was pleased to appoint Cuthbert Edward 

Ellison, Esj., stipendiary magistrate for Newcastle. The salary fixed by 
the Corporation was £000 per annum. 

26. A fire occurred this evening, in the shop of Mr. Jacob 

Brown, chemist. Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, the stock and fixtures in 
which were completely destroyed. 

27. Died, at Cullercoats, aged 102, Catherine Story. 

27. Died, at Sherbum, Durham, aged 80, the Rev. George 

Stanley Faber, master of Sherbum Hospital, and for more than half a 
century a most prolific theological writer, particularly on the prophecies. 
About forty distinct works were published by him, and he rarely failed 
to be at his desk at six o'clock in the morning, both in winter and summer. 
There is an engraved portrait of Mr. Faber. 

February 9. A boat race, on the Tyne,'for £100, took place between 
H. Clasper and J. Candlish against two men named Bruce and Winship. 
An exciting race was won by the first-named crew by six lengths. 

13. At a meeting of the committee of the Literary" and Philo- 
sophical Society, Newcastle, Mr. Kell stated that he and Mr. Fenwick 
were commissioned by Robert Stephenson, Esq., M.P., one of the vice-pre- 
sidents, to inform the committee that, feeling grateful for the advantages 
which he had derived from the library when a young man, and being 
anxious to extend the same advantages to others, that gentleman was pre- 
pared to pay one-half of the debt of the institution (which amounted to 
£6,200), upon condition that the other friends of the society should, before 
the next anniversary, discharge the remainder of the debt, and that the 
annual subscription should be reduced to one guinea. Owing to the 
heavy demands made upon the town during the year, Mr. Stephenson 
afterwards extended the period for paying off the debt to February, 1856 
(whkh see), 

15. As a party of shipwrights, sixteen in number, were en- 
tering the river Wear in a recently stranded vessel, called the Traveller, 
the buoys which sustained the ship gave way, and she rapidly filled 
and sank. Thirteen of the men were picked up by some boats, but the 
other three were drowned. 

17. Died, at Douglas, Isle of Man, aged 65, John Martin, 

K. L. This great artist was bom at East Land Ends, Northumberland, 
on the 19th July, 1789, and received his education at the free-school at 
Haydon Bridge. Whilst a boy his parents removed to Newcastle, where 
his father taught the sword and singlestick exercise, at the Chancellor's 
Head Inn, and here Martin, after a yearns drudgery as a coach painter 
with Mr. Wilson, learnt the rudiments of drawing from an Italiaxi oC 
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some reputation, named Murso. In 180G, the youth and his master re- 
moved to London, and Martin, after passing some time there with Mr. 
Musso, jun., a celebrated enamel painter, supported himself by painting 
on glass and by teaching. His first picture was painted in the year 1812; 
the Bubject was " Sadak in search of the Waters of Oblivion," and of this 
Martin himself says : — " You may easily guess my anxiety when I over- 
heard the men who were to put it into the frame disputing as to which 
was the top of the picture." The work was, however, sold for fifty 
guineas, to the great joy of the artist and his wife, for he had become a 
married man at nineteen. His next works were " Paradise," sold for 
seventy guineas, and the " Expulsion." " Clytie" was exhibited at the 
Royal Academy, in 1814, and this was followed by " Joshua." In 1819, 
his "Fall of Babylon" appeared; in the following year "Macbeth;" in 
1821, " Belshazzar's Feast" (which gained the prize of £200 at the 
British Institution); in 1822, the "Destruction of Herculaneum ; " in 
1823, the "Seventh Plague," and the " Paphian Bower;" in 1824, 
"Hie Creation;" in 1820, "The Deluge;" and in 1828, " The Fall of 
Nineveh." These are the works by which he is most known, although 
many others of high merit could be mentioned. His illustrations of 
Milton, for which he received 2,000 guineas, added greatly to his reputa- 
tion, and upon these, and the engravings from his pictures, rather than 
on the pictures themselves, his fame will probably rest. He left, par- 
tially unfinished, three large works, " Tlie Judgment," " The Day of 
Wrath," and " Tlie Plains of Heaven," which, rather singularly, were 
being exhibited in Newcastle at the time of his death. Besides his pro- 
fessional studies, Mr. Martin was the author of schemes for supplying 
London with water, for removing the sewage of towns, for a railway 
connecting the railways of London with the docks, for lighthouses, an- 
chors, ventilating coal mines, and a vast number of other schemes, some 
of which were exceedingly ingenious and useful. 

February 18. By order of the Queen in Council, the burial grounds 
connected with the various parish churches of Newcastle were ordered to 
be immediately closed. By subsequent orders, the church-yards at North 
and South Shields, Sunderland, Alnwick, and other towns, were also closed, 
with various modifications. 

18. Died, at Darlington, Thomas Eastoe Abbott, Esq. Tlie 

deceased was the author of numerous works of poetry, some of which were 
of considerable merit. During his long residence at Darlington he served 
many offices of local trust with great credit, and for his services in con- 
nection with the Royal Free Grammar School of that town, which he 
succeeded in establishing in a satisfactory state, he was presented with an 
elegant testimonial by the inhabitants. Mr. Abbott was descended from a 
Suflfolk family of great antiquity and respectability. 

19. A fire broke out at Seaham Harbour, by which a steam- 
engine and engine-house, with the machinery employed in lowering coals 
to the shipping drops, were totally destroyed. 

27. The magistrates of Northumberland appointed Charles 

William Orde, Esq., of Nunnykirk, chairman of the quarter sessions, in 
the room of Charles Atticus Monck, Esq., resigned. 

March 6. Died, in London, aged 76, Charles William Vane Stewart, 
Marcpiis of Londonderry, Earl Vane, Viscount Castlereagh, Viscount Sea- 



1854.J HI8T0RICAL RBOTBTER OF REMARKAnLE EVENTS, 339 

ham, and Baron Stewart, lonl-lioutcnant of the county of Durham, K. G., 
G. C. B., &c. ITie noble marquis married (as his second wife), in 1819, 
Lady Frances Anne, only daughter of Sir Harry Vane Tempest, Bart., 
and Anne Countess of Antrim, through whom he came into possession of 
the immense estates of the Tempest family in the county of Durham, as 
well as the Antrim estates in Ireland. The construction of Seaham Har- 
bour was one of the greatest undertakings of the deceased in connection 
with his property in this neighbourhood, and its successful completion is 
deservedly regarded as an almost unprecedented triumph for private en- 
terjirise. His lordship's remains were removed from London to Wynyard, 
where they lay in state. The funeral took place on the IGth, at Long 
Newton church, the burial place of the ancient families of Vane and 
Tempest, and although the proceedings were as private as possible a large 
number of the neighbouring inhabitants assembled to pay a last tribute 
of respect to the deceased. The pall-bearers were the Duke of Cleveland, 
Earl of Roden, Lord Hatherton, General Sir H. Brown, Col. McDowell, 
and Colonel Williams, and the whole of the noble marquis's family were 
present, except his youngest son. At Stockton, Durham, Seaham, 
Houghton-le-8pring, and Sunderland, every mark of respect was paid to 
the memory of the deceased ; the places of business were almost entirely 
closeii, muffled peals were tolled at the various churches, and the shij)ping 
in the harbours lowered their flags in the customary manner. The de- 
ceased's personal property was sworn under £335,000, the whole of which 
he left to his widow and executrix. 

March 11. Died, in Ix)ndon, aged 42, Savile Craven Henry Ogle, 
Esq., youngest son of the Rev. J. S. Ogle, of Kirkley, and M. P. for 
South Northumberland from 1841 to 1852. 

14. A boat race, for £200, took place on the Tyne, between 

J. Messenger, of London, and J. Candlish, of Newcastle, which was won 
easily by the former. 

15. The Newcastle Council determined to open out a new 

approach from St. Nicholas' Square to the high-level bridge (the railway 
company having offered to pay one half of the expense, provided it did 
not exceed £9,000). Tlie Council also resolved to erect a suite of 
buildings in front of the com market, on the ground which had lain vacant 
since the demolition of the Middle Street in 1838, the erections to include 
offices for the various Corporate departments, a large concert-room, &c., 
&c. The cost of this improvement was estimated at about £17,000. 

19. A herd of porpoises, between fifty and sixty in number, 

came on shore near the mouth of the Howick bum, Northumberland. 
Their stranding excited much interest, and a large number of persons 
was attracted to the spot. 

21. Died, in Newcastle, aged 5G, Mr. Henry Armstrong 

Mitchell, barrister-at-law, and many years connected with the " Tyne 
Mercury" newspaper. 

29. The election of a member of Parliament for the borough 

of Tynemouth (rendered necessary by the unseating of Mr. Taylor by a 
committee of the House of Commons) took place, before the mayor (Mr. 
Poppelwell). Mr. Thomas Barker and Mr. John Dryden proposed and 
seconded Peter Dickson, Esq. Mr. Joseph Straker and Mr. John lienni- 
son nominated William Schaw Lindsay, Esq. The show of hands was in 
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faTonr of Mr. Lindsay, who was elected, the poll at the close being as 
follows: — Lindsay, 357; Dickson, 840. 

March 29. Died, at Staindrop, aged 90, John Trotter, Esq;, many 
years colonel of the Durham local militia, and a magistrate of that 
county for nearly sixty years. 

29. Tlie foundation-stone of a neatly-designed suspension 

bridge was laid wntli masonic hononrs, by O. B. Cresswell, Esq., over the 
river Breamish, at Bewick, near Alnwick. The bridge was opened on 
the 13th May, with great rejoicing. 

3L Her Majesty's proclamation of war against Russia was 

received by the mayors of the various towns in this district, and was im- 
mediately published in the usual manner. 

31. Died, at Greenwich, aged 67, Edward Riddle, Esq., 

F.R.Astr.S., for thirty years head-master of the Greenwich Hospital 
schools. Mr. Riddle was bom at Troughend, Northumberland, and when 
quite a young man removed, first to Whitburn, near Sunderland, and 
afterwards to the Trhiity House school, Newcastle, which he conducted 
fur seven years, proving himself of the greatest service to the nautical 
eilucation of the port. Whilst in that situation he made an extensiYe 
series of lunar obser\'ations to ascertain the exact longitude of Newcastle, 
and discovered the mean longitude to be 1** 37' 17" W. These observa- 
tions are given in his ** Remarks on the present State of Nautical Astro- 
nomy," 1821. In the same year, he was appointed to the mastership of 
the Upper School of Greenwich, where he remained until his retirement in 
1851. Mr. Riddle*8 numerous contributions to mathematical science, 
particularly his " Treatise on Navigation and Nautical Astronomy," are 
well known to the lovers of the higher branches of learning. A fine bust 
of him was executed in 1851. His son, John Riddle, F. R. A. S., succeeded 
his father as head-master at Greenwich. 

. The celebrated Italian patriot Garribaldi, having the com- 
mand of an American ship, lay for some days in the river Tyne, and 
was warmly received by many of his admirers in Shields and the neigh- 
bourhood. 

April. The Right Hon. the Earl of Durham was appointed lord- 
lieutenant of the county of Durham. 

. During this month, workmen commenced tJbe restoration of 

that portion of the ancient castle of Warkworth which was formerly the 
baronial hall, as well as some of the apartments in the upper story. 

1 . The election of a representative for the Northern Division of 

the county of Durham, in the place of Viscount Seaham, elevated to the 
House of Lords as Earl Vane, by the death of the Marquis of London- 
derr\% took j)lace at the County Courts, Durham, before H. J. B. Bakor, 
Esq., high-sheriff. The only candidate was the Hon. Adolphus Vane 
(brother of Earl Vane), who was proposed and seconded by the Hon. 
Thomas Liddell and Mr. H. Tanner, and elected by show of hands. 

8. A fire broke out early this morning, in the coi^ manufac- 
tory of Mr. S. Dixon, Side, Newcastle, and the flames gradually descended 
from the top of the house to the bottom, consuming all the interior. The 
stock of Mr. Sterling, cheesemonger, on the grounil floor, was removed in 
safety, but Mr. Dixon, Mr. Henzell, cabinet-maker, and Mr. Cockerton, 
tailor, lost evcrj^thiiig they possessed. 
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April 10. A female, of respectable station in life, jumped ofif the 
high-level bridge, Newcastle, into the Tyne, in a fit of nervous depression, 
btrange to add, she was rescued uninjured. 

' 11. The Lord Byron Tavern, Dock Street, Monkweannouth, 
took fire this evening, and the premises were almost entirely consumed 
before the fiames were got under. 

19. A bazaar, in aid of the funds of the Newcastle Ragged 

Schools, was opened in the Assembly Rooms in that town, and was con- 
tinued on the 20th and 21st. The contributions of fancy work, &c., were 
of an unusually liberal and elegant character, and upwards of sixty ladies 
presided at the various stalls. At the close of the bazaar, the proceeds 
were found to be £1,610. 

20. The consecration of Christ Church, West Hartlepool, was 

performed by the Bishop of Durham. The edifice was designed by Mr. 
Lamb, of London, and is a Orothic structure, with a fine tower 100 feet 
high, and sittings for 1,000 persons. A peal of six bells has been placed 
in the belfry. 

23. A fire broke out in the farm buildings of Mr. Clark, at 

Milfield Plain, near Wooler, by which the bam, thrashing machine, and 
several stacks were consumed. 

25. At a meeting of the Council of Gateshead, Mr. George 

J. Kenmir was appointed town-clerk of the borough, in the room of Mr. 
William Kell, resigned. Mr. Kenmir relinquished the office in September, 
1856, and was succeeded by Mr. Joseph Willis Swinburne. 

26. Died, at Sunderland, aged 51, Mr. John Hardinge 

Veitch, for many years proprietor and editor of the " Durham Chronicle." 
In 1851, he commenced the " Sunderland Examiner," which, with some 
interruptions, he continued until about a fortnight before his death, when 
it ceased to appear. Mr. John Ambrose Williams, the first editor of the 
" Durham Chronicle," died on the 28th of the following month, in Lon- 
don, aged 64. The most noticeable event in Mr. Williams^ career was 
bis trial for libel on the Dean and Chapter of Durham, in 1822, in conse- 
quence of his severe strictures upon that body for their conduct on the occa- 
tion of the funeral of Queen Caroline. The jury brought in a verdict 
against him, but he was never called up for judgment. 

Maif 8. Died, in London, aged 75, Nicholas William, Baron Colbome, 
second son of the second Sir M. White Ridley, Bart., by Sarah, daughter 
of B. Colbome, Esq., of Bath. The deceased, on succeeding to the es- 
tates of his mother, took the name and arms of Colbornc. He entered 
Parliament in 1810, and after sitting, until 1839, for Appleby, Thetford, 
Horsham, and Wells, he was raised to the peerage as Baron Colbome. 
His lordship left no male issue, and his title became extinct. 

' 4. A pilot-boat, belonging to Seaham, was upset at sea by a 
squall of wind, and the crew, four in number, were dro>vned. 

' . 4. Died, at Wycliffe, aged 85, the Venerable John Headlam, 
Chancellor of the Diocese of Ripon, Archdeacon of Richmond, and for 
upwards of sixty years rector of Wycliffe. llie deceased was a native 
of Gateshead, and was elder brotlier of lliomas Emerson Headlam, Esq., 
M.D., of Newcastle. He filled, for many years, the office of chairman of 
quarter sessions for the North Riding of York, with great ability, as well 
as public advantage. 
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May 10. The estate of Cawsey Park, Northmnberland, was sold 
by auction, at Morpeth, and was purchased by John Hogg, Esq., of 
Hazon, for £21,700. The estate of Anstead, near Belford, was sold 
about the same time, to Dr. Marshall, of Ghatton, for £18,000. 

10. Died, at Bishopwearmouth, aged 76, the Rev. Samuel 

Turner, for forty years minister of the Com Market chapel, Sunderland. 
Tlie deceased, in early life, was an assistant of the well known William 
Huntingdon, S.S. {see Memoirs of Mathews, vol. 1, p. 42), and he im- 
bibed some of the eccentricities of that strange enthusiast: one of his 
controversial pamphlets is entitled ^^ Arminianism in the Oven ;'* and others 
have similar ludicrous titles. A few months after his decease, his con- 
gregation removed to Jirah chapel, Waterloo Place. 

12. The first number of a newspaper, entitled the " Northern 

Examiner," was published in Lambton Street, Sunderland, by Mr. Wel- 
ford. After the publication of sixteen numbers, the office was removed 
to Newcastle, where No. 17 was issued on the 1st September. January 
25, 185G, the " Examiner" was published for the last time. 

23. Married, in London, the Right Honourable the Earl of 

Durham to the Lady Beatrice Hamilton, second daughter of the Mar- 
quis of Abercorn. Great rejoicings took place at Ohester-le-Street, and 
on the extensive estates of the noble earl, in celebration of the event. 

24. A boiler explosion took place at Consett Iron Works, by 

which two men were killed, and much injury was done to the works. 

25. Died, at Brighton, aged 59, Robert Lancelot Allgood, 

Esq., of Nunwick, high-sheriff of Northumberland in 1818. 

31. A portrait of Mr. Woolhouse, the mathematician, was 

hung up in the Town Hall, North Shields, of which town Mr. Wool- 
house was a native. 

. In taking down an old house on the south side of the Mar- 
ket Place, Hexham, a considerable portion of the ancient Saxon church 
of St. Mary was exposed to view. St. Mary^s, it is said, was finished by 
Bishop Acca, a.d. 730, and stood near the walls of the Abbey Church. 

Jnne 2. A meeting was held in Newcastle, the mayor in the chair, for 
the puri)08e of enabling the vicar to lay before the inhabitants the details 
of a scheme devised by him for the extension of education in the town. 
From the vicar's address, it appeared that there were 111 schools in 
Newcastle, which, in 1851, had 7,853 scholars; but the number of chil- 
dren in Newcastle between five and fifteen was, at the same date, 18,420. 
He, therefore, proposed to build ten new schools, to accommodate 6,000 
children, the expense of erecting which would be about £20,000. Tlie 
scheme was very favourably received, and a committee was appointed to 
carry it out. 

5. The pleasure-grounds and gardens at Benton Park, near 

Newcastle, were opened for the amusement and recreation of the public, 
by a party of gentlemen, whose ultimate intention was to form a Botani- 
cal and Zoological Society. Upwards of 5,000 persons were admitted 
to the grounds, and the object of the promoters of the institution gave 
general satisfaction ; but, owing to legal and pecuniary difficulties, the 
scheme was subsequently abandoned. 

13. The Rev. A. Jack, Congregational minister at North 

Shields, was presented with a silver inkstand and a purse of 200 guineas, 
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as a mark of the gratitude of his iiock for his services daring the previous 
twenty years. 

June 14. As Mr. Thomas Burnet, with three of his daughters, was 
returning from his country residence, near Winlaton, to Newcastle, in a 
phaeton, the horse took fright, when Mr. Burnet was thrown down, and 
80 severely injured hy the vehicle that he died in a few hours. The 
young ladies escaped with hut trifling injuries, but a child was run over 
by the horse, and killed. 

15. The foundation-stones of the piers at the mouth of the 

Tyne were laid, in the presence of the River Tyne Commissioners, the 
members of the Corporation of Newcastle, the mayors and Corporations 
of Tynemouth and South Shields, and many of the influential inhabitants 
of the district. In Newcastle, the members of the Council, the Tyne 
Commissioners, the Master and Brethren of the Trinity House, several 
members of the Corporation of Gateshead, and many gentlemen connected 
with the port, walked from the Guildhall to the place of embarkation on 
the Quayside. As the procession started, a salute of guns was fired, every 
quay on each side of the river was decorated with flags, and the flotilla 
was received with the liveliest demonstrations of joy. The procession, on 
landing at South Shields, was met by the Corporation, and after the ex- 
change of cordial greetings, a complimentary address from the Council of 
South Shields was read by the town-clerk, and was warmly responded to. 
The procession was then marshalled, and, with the bands playing national 
airs, the party marched towards their destination. The foundation-stone 
of the pier lay considerably within high-water mark, but a breastwork of 
stone was thrown up on the line of the intended erection, and on a stone 
imbedded in the ground a brass plate was inserted, bearing an inscription 
commemorative of the event of the day. The pier, when finished, will be 
1,400 yards in length; and the north pier will extend from Tynemouth 
haven about 700 yards, the distance between the head of each being 1,100 
feet. The Rev. S. B. Brasher, incumbent of St. Stephen's, oflbred up an 
appropriate prayer, and the foundation was declared to be laid, amidst 
loud applause. The Chairman of the Commissioners and Mr. James 
Mather then briefly addressed the assembly on the auspicious ceremony 
of the day, and the proceedings on the south side of the Tyne were an- 
nounced to be terminated. The scene at North Shields was even more 
imposing than on the other side of the river. The mayor and Corpora- 
tion of Tynemouth met the Commissioners on the New Quay, and a pro- 
cession was immediately formed, which proceeded to Tynemouth for the 
purpose in view. The party was received by a salute from the guns in 
the castle-yard, and Mr. Cowen being presented with a silver trowel by 
Mr. Brooks, and the stone having been placed in its position, the ceremony 
of the south side was repeated. Mr. Cowen then made a short speech, 
to which the mayor of Tynemouth replied; the band struck up " God 
save the Queen," and another salute was fired by the garrison. The 
mayor of Tynemouth gave a grand dinner in the evening to the Commis- 
sioners, and to the Corporations of the neighbouring towns. [Owing to 
the apathy of the Admiralty, the plans of the undertaking were delayed 
for upwards of a year, but in September, 1855, Mr. B. Lawton's offer to 
construct the north pier of 14,000 feet, and the south pier of 28,000 feet, 
for £166,000, was accepted, and the works were conmienced.] 
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June 17. An election for Morpetli took place, in consequence of the 
appointment of Sir (jcorge Grey, Bart., as Colonial Secretary. The right 
hon. baronet was returned without opposition. 

23. Died, in Newcastle, aged G8, Mr. James Bamsay. The 

deceased, who resided for many years in the district, was a most snccess- 
ful portrait painter, and many of his best works have been mentioned in 
various parts of this volume. 

Jvly. An interesting discovery of the bones and antlers of a gigantic 
Irish elk, a race long extinct, w^as made in the brick-yard of Messrs R. 
W. Swinburne and Co., at South Shields, about 14 feet below the surface. 
[A number of antlers were subsequently found in the excavation of Jarrow 
Blake for the proposed dock.] 

3. The 131y th Harbour and Docks bill, and the Darlington and 

Bamardcastle Railway bill, received the Royal assent. 

4. Died, at Harrogate, aged 36, Peter Barker, Esq., mayor of 

Hartlepool. Edward Turnbull, Esq., was elected to fill the vacant office 
until the following November. 

7. A commission de lunatico inquirendo, touching the health of 

Miss Martha Colpitts, a relative of the late T. C. Granger, Esq., M.P. for 
Durham, terminated its sittings in that city. The jury found that the lady 
had been of unsound mind since the 30th July, 1852. Her income was 
stated to be upwards of £1,500 per annum. 

8. Died, under melancholy circumstances, Mr. Wm. Douglas, 

printer of the " Gateshead Observer," and postmaster of that town. 

10. llie Jarrow Docks bill received the Royal assent. 

11. A suspension bridge over the North Tyne, at the Hott, 

near Bellingham, was openeil with much rejoicing. 

17. Died, at Bedlington, aged 75, Mr. Thomas Hair. The de- 
ceased, though without sight, was an exquisite performer upon the North- 
umberland bag-pipes and the violin, and was >videly known and respected. 

19. Died, at Kilvington, Yorkshire, aged 80, Thomas Mey- 

nell, Esq., chairman of the Stockton and Darlington Railway from tho 
projection of that undertaking. 

— . 20. The ceremony of cutting the first sod for the projected 

railway between Bamardcastle and Darlington took place at the former 
town, where business was totally suspended on the occasion. The Rev. 
T. Witham, chairman of the directors, went through the ceremony in a 
workmanlike manner amidst the cheering of nearly 10,000 spectators, and 
a dinner, soiree, and ball took place in the evening. 

21. This evening, a fire was discovered to be raging in the 

large bark mill of Mr. Jonathan Priestman, situated in IjOw Friar Street, 
Newcastle, a building the destruction of which has been once before 
recorded in this volume. (See p. 22.) After that fire the mill had been re- 
constnicted on a much larger scale, with store-rooms above, and the 
machinery was driven by steam. Ample aid was speedily on the spot; 
but, notwithstanding every exertion, the mill was entirely consumed, as 
well as a quantity of shumac and bark. Considerable damage was also 
done to the neighbouring property, and the loss was estimated at from 
£2,000 to £3,000. 

25. The foundation-stone of the Ragged and Industrial 

Schools, New Road, Newcastle, was laid by the mayor (R. Dodds, Esq.), 
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in the presence of a large concourse of spectators. The huilding was de- 
signed by Mr. Dobson, and was erected at a cost of £2,500, on a site given 
by the Corporation. 

July 31. The York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway bill for 
amalgamating that line with the York and North Midland and the Leoila 
Northern Railways, received the Royal assent. The united lines were 
afterwards called the North Eastern Railway. The extent of mileage is 
greater than that possessed by any other company in the kingdom, cm- 
bracing 720 miles, and the capital of the undertaking is about twenty - 
three millions sterling. No less than sixty-eight Acts of Parliament aro 
recited in the amalgamation Act. 

31. The Border Counties Railway bill received the Royal 

assent. 

August 1. The river Tjme was greatly flooded, and a vast quantity of 
agricultural produce was swept away from different places on its banks. 
The mill at Riding Mill was partially carried away. The Wear was also 
greatly flooded, and the Rev. J. Cock, an aged Roman Catholic priest, 
residing at Garden House, near Durham, when returning home from Burn 
Hall, was carried away by the torrent and drowned. 

1. The Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland's annual 

show commenced at Berwick. A show -yard, ten acres in extent, was fitted 
np in the Magdalen Fields, and the progress made since 1841 (the last 
previous exhibition at Berri'ick) was shown by the fact that, whilst thj 
entries of cattle on that occasion were 960, with GO implements, the entries 
were now nearly 2,500, and of implements 355. The dinner took place 
on the 3rd, in a large marquee, erected in Palace Green, and 500 gentlemen 
sat down on the occasion. The Elarl of Dalkeith took the chair, the vice- 
presidents being Sir J. Forbes, Bart., and Mr. Baillie, of Mcllerstaine; 
and amongst the company were the Duke of Roxburghe, the Earl of Ha<]- 
dington, Elarl Grey, Lords Blantyre and Melgund, and nearly all the 
prindpal landowners and agriculturists in the district. 

——— 1. Married, at Richmond, Thomas Emerson Headlam, Esq., 
M.P., to Ellen, eldest daughter of the late Major Van Straubeuzee, of 
8pennithome Hall. 

2. Married, at Chevening, Lord Harry Vane, M.P., to tlie 

Lady Dalmeny, daughter of Earl Stanhope. 

2. The North Shields baths and wash-houses, which had been 

erected at a cost of £2,700, were formally opened by the mayor and Cor- 
poration of the borough. The mayor afterwards invited the members of 
the Council to an elegant luncheon in celebration of the event. 

5. The Astronomer Royal, Professor Airy, commenced a series 

of experiments in Harton colliery, near South Shields, with a view of 
ascertaining the density of the earth. The pit is the deepest upon the 
Tyne, the workings being 1,2 GO feet from the surface; and the observfl- 
tions occupied about three weeks. Professor Airy afterwards published 
the result of the operations, which he stated had been most successful. 

8. At the Thames National Regatta, the champion four-oared 

match of £100 was won by the " Elswick crew," of Newcastle; the eight- 
oared race wag won by a crew exclusively comprised of Newcastle men ; 
» match for £100 between Robert Newell, of London, and Henry Clasper, 
of NewcastlCi was won by the latter; the ^^Claspers* crew*' gained the 

1^ 
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landsmen^s prize ; and Henry Clasper, witli Pocock, of London, won the 
watermen's pair-oared match ; being a most remarkable series of victories 
gained by the north over the south. 

August 10. Cuthbert Ellison, Esq., of Hebbnm, formerly commanding 
officer of the Gateshead Volunteers, disbanded in 1814, presented the coloars 
of that regiment to the mayor and Corporation of the borough. The 
Council met specially on the occasion, and the mayor assured Mr. Ellison 
that the relics should be carefully preserved. 

16. The foundation-stone of a new Presbyterian chapel was 

laid at Harbottle, Northumberland, by Mr. J. C. Stevenson, of South 
Shields. The chapel is a neat Gothic structure, and was opened July 12, 
1855. 

19. A young man, named Andrew Cochrane, belonging to 

Newcastle, was drowned this morning, in the sea, near Whitley, in 
attempting to save a servant girl, named Armstrong, who had been carried 
out by the ebb current, whilst bathing. The poor girl was also lost, in 
consequence of there being no assistance at hand. 

. A neat chapel for the Methodist New Connexion was op^ied 

in the North Road, Durham. 

. A protracted strike of journeymen tailors occurred in New- 
castle. The masters, finding all accommodation impossible, at length 
obtained about forty workmen from Hamburgh — a step which soon after 
led to an arrangement of the previous differences. 

. As some sawyers in the employment of Messrs R. Thompson 

and Sons, Monkwearmouth, were cutting up an elm tree of large dimen- 
sions, they found three birds* nests, in a state of perfect preservation. 
Two were thrush nests, the other that of a robin, and ten eggs were found 
in them entire. 

September 4. A new cemetery for the parish of Houghton-le-Spring 
was consecrated by the Bishop of Exeter. 

5. An elegant Roman Catholic chapel, at Wolsingham, 

erected at a cost of £2,000, was opened, with the usual magnificent ser- 
vices of that faith. The Right Rev. Dr. Hogarth, titular Bishop erf 
Hexham, and a number of priests, officiated on the occasion. 

8. A building in Grinding Chare, Quayside, Newcastle, oc- 
cupied as a public house by a person named James Mulholland was burnt 
to the ground this morning. Considerable suspicion was raised that the 
occupant had wilfully set fire to the premises, and at the ensuing sessions 
he was tried for the offence, and sentenced to twenty years* transportation. 

11. Anew theatre, the Lyceum (see p. 313), was opened in 

Sunderland by Mr. E. D. Davis, lessee of the Theatre Royal, Newcastle, 
when the drama of " Giralda," and other entertainments were performed 
before a crowded audience. 

12. The foundation-stone was laid of the intended dock to be 

constructed on the Tyne, at Hayhole, about a mile and a half from North 
Shields. The dock is formed by a straight river- wall running from Hay- 
hole point to near Howdon, fencing off a segment of a circle of about 
fifty-five acres in extent. There are twenty-four feet of water in the 
dock during spring-tides, and twenty feet during neaps. The position is 
admirably chosen to meet the requirements of coal-shippers, about 1,250,000 
tons of coals having been annually shipped from the neighbouring coal 
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staitlis. The dock is capable of containing about 600 ships, and the 
estimated total «x>8t is under £160,000, to be defrayed by dues, which 
will cease on the redemption of the debt. The stone-work forming the 
bottom of the dock is Cornish granite, about three feet in thickness, some 
of the blocks weighing nearly ten tons. The ceremony of laying the 
JPoundation-stone was performed by J. Cow en, Esq., chairman of the Hiver 
Commissioners, in the presence of the mayors and civic authorities, to- 
gether with a numerous party of merchants, &c., from Newcastle, Tyne- 
mouth, and South Shields, and the proceedings terminated with a luncheon 
which had been provided at the dock offices. The dock will be opened 
during the autumn of 1857. 

September 13. Died, at Shirley Park, Surrey, aged 49, the Right Hon. 
John Scott, seoond Elarl of Eldon. He married Louisa, daughter of Lord 
Feversham, by whom he had only one son, born in 1845. 

■ 14. Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal Family passed 
through this district, by railway, on their way to Scotland. 

15. The first local Board of Health was elected at Bishop 

Auckland, and much interest was excited in the locality. 

19. Died, at Sandgate, Kent, aged 46, William Peareth, Esq., 

of Usworth House, Durham. 

■ 23. Whilst a number of persons were drinking together in 
the Angel Inn, West Hartlepool, a dispute arose between two of them, 
Mr. Mark Scurr, butcher, and Mr. Robert Armston, tinner, when the 
former, irritated by some remark, took up a glass and struck Armston on the 
forehead. Mr. Armston died on the 26th, and Mr. Scurr was afterwards 
tried for the manslaughter, but acquitted. 

27. The South Shields baths and wash-houses were formally 

opened by the mayor and Corporation. Tlie establishment was erected in 
John Street, from designs by Mr. T. Oliver, jun., and the total cost 
was nearly £3,000. 

.. A great number of deaths from cholera occurred during this 

month at West Hartlepool, and other places in the southern division of 
Durham. 

. The Durham County Coal Company was dissolved, about 

£5 per share being returned to the shareholders. (^See pp. 58 and 143.) 

October 6. The most appalling catastrophe which ever occurred in 
the towns of Newcastle and Gateshead took place at an early hour this 
morning, under the following circumstances. Shortly before one o^clock, 
a fire was discovered in the worsted manufactory of Messrs J. Wilson 
and Sons, fronting the river, and situate in Hillgate, Gateshead — a 
building which had only recently arisen upon the site of a fire on the 9th 
October, 1850. (See p. 286.) The manufactory was stored with wool, oil, 
&c., and the inflammability of these articles offered such food to the 
flames, that in less than an hour the building was entirely gutted. On 
the east side of Messrs Wilsons' manufactory stood a warehouse, about 
100 yards in length, originally built for storing goods by Messrs Bertram 
and Spencer, but which subsequently passed into the hands of the County 
Fire Office. At the time of the fire, the warehouse was stored with 200 
tons of iron, 800 tons of lead, 170 tons of manganese, 130 tons of nitrate 
of soda, 3,000 tons of brimstone, 400 tons of guano, &c., 10 tons of 
4^1um, 5 tons of arsenic, 30 tons of copperas, 1 \ ton of naphtha, and 
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240 tons of salt. The intense heat from the mannfactory placed tliia 
building in great jeopardy, and streams of vivid blue flame, prooeeding 
from the sulphur, soon poured from the doors upon the various flats, and 
afforded a most extraordinary spectacle. The most strenuous efforts were 
made by the firemen, as well as by the soldiers of the 26th R^;imeni, 
who had been brought from Newcastle barracks, but perfectly in vain, 
and by three o'clock the whole range was one immense sheet of fire. The 
alarm had by this time spread in every direction, and the Quayside of New- 
castle, affording a full view of the burning property, was lined, though 
not deeply, with spectators; but in Gateshead, where the dwellings of 
many thousand persons were in close proximity to the flames, and the 
alarm was naturally intense, three-fourths of the inhabitants were pro- 
bably in the streets. At about ten minutes past three, a slight report, 
like that of a rifle, was heard by the spectators, and about three 
minutes after, it was followed by an awful explosion, which shook the 
two towns to their foundations, and which no description can give the 
slightest idea of. The burning piles of brimstone, with stones, metal, 
and articles of every description, were thrown into the air with the force of 
a volcanic eruption, and fell with alarming fury upon the dense masses of 
people assembled and all the surrounding buildings. The persons upon the 
Quayside were thrown down by the shock, many being rendered insensible, 
or temporarily suffocated by the vapour, and several being wounded by the 
flying debt-is. An awful calm succeeded for a few seconds, and then, as 
most of the sufferers regained their consciousness, a heartbreaking wail of 
distress arose in all directions ; but many were far removed from all earthly 
buffering, and their voices were never heard again. The fearful extent of 
the calamity was now perceptible. The ignited missiles had penetrated 
into three houses upon the Quayside, standing exactly opposite to the fire, to 
such a prodigious extent that they were on flamee in every story in less 
than ten minutes ; the ships lying in the river were nearly blown out of 
the water by the concussion, and their shrouds were set on fire by the pro- 
jectiles ; many scores of houses were entirely unroofed, the descending rub- 
bish doing fearful injury ; the shop fronts and windows upon the Quayside, 
and all the neighbouring streets, were almost universally blown out, and 
the gas-lights for a square mile around the spot were extinguished in a 
moment, adding much to the prevailing confusion. The streets rapidly filled 
with the entire population of the lower parts of Newcastle, hundreds of them 
in their night clothes, and the extraordinary appearance of the crowd made 
up a scene which has been seldom paralleled. As the uninjured regained 
their presence of mind, every endeavour was made to render relief to the 
wounded. Numbers were at first laid on the pavement around the Fish 
Market, in melancholy confusion, and afterwards removed to the Infirmary, 
and never were the resources of that great charity so severely tried. Fifty- 
eight persons, seriously injured, were immediately admitted into the hospital, 
fi fteen of whom died there ; and sixty-three others were relieved as ** out 
patients." ^uch were the first effects of the calamity in Newcastle, but the 
worst remains to be told. The long and narrow street in Gateshead where the 
fire broke out was filled with people at the time of the explosion, the firemen, 
the police, and various assistants, being within a few yards of the burning 
pile. A number of influential inhabitants were also present, rendering 
i very assistance in tlieir power, and amongst them were Mr. Robert Pattin- 
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•on, tanner, a member of the Newcastle Council ; Mr. Charles Bertram, a 
magistrate of Gateshead ; Mr. Henry Harrison, basket-maker; Mr. William 
Davidson, son of Mr. J. Davidson, miller (whose extensive premises were 
afterwards consumed); Mr. Alex. Dobson, son of Mr. Dobson, architect; 
Mr. Thomas Sharp, a gentleman of independent means; and several others. 
In this narrow gorge the burning rubbish fell in tons together, burying 
the gentlemen we have named, together with Elnsign Paynter, who was at 
the head of a company of the 26Ui Regiment in Church Walk, and many 
others, several feet deep. Of course their death, under such circumstances, 
must have^ been instantaneous. Others, again, were suffocated by the 
deadly fumes, and a third section perished by the falling of the surround- 
ing houses, which were thrown into one mass of ruins. Including the 
deaths in Newcastle, the loss of life was not less than fifty-three. The ex- 
plosion, of course, materially increased the extent of the fire in Qateshead. 
The vinegar works of Messrs Singers and Co., which adjoined the ware- 
house, soon fell a prey to the flames; the fellmongery of Messrs Wilson 
was also burnt down ; and several private dwellings shared the same fate, 
there being nothing, in fact, to prevent the progress of the conflagration for 
a considerable period. It has already been said that the fire broke out on 
the Newcastle side of the river in three houses opposite to the warehouse. 
The shops on the ground floors of these premises were occupied by Messrs 
Smith and Co., drapers; Messrs Omiston and Smith, stationers; and Mr. 
Harbottle, draper. Besides these, the shop of Messrs Spencer and Son, 
drapers, and the offices above (one of which was occupied by Mr. Bertram, 
whose death has just been recorded) were almost entirely reduced to ruins 
by stones projected from the site of the explosion. The property immedi- 
ately behind Messrs Ormston and Smith's was the Dun Cow Inn, in the 
occupation of Mr. Teasdale, and the spirits which it contained gave in- 
creased energy to the flames, which consumed the whole fabric in less than 
half an hour. The fire then gradually progressed both north and east, 
making its way in the former direction up the numerous narrow ^^ chares*' 
which intersect the main row of houses, and in the latter along the Quay- 
side itself, the peculiar structure of the buildings and the previous blowing 
out of all the windows greatly promoting the progress of the destruction. 
By six o'clock, the fire had spread along the Quayside for nearly one hun- 
dred and twenty yards, whilst the extent of its course towards the Butcher 
Bank was rather greater, it having travelled up the whole length of Blue 
Anchor Chare, Peppercorn Chare, Pallister's Chare, and Homsby's Chare, 
and made a breach into the Butcher Bank by three separate houses, which 
were also consumed. All this time a third fire had been raging. At the 
time of the explosion, a large beam of timber had been thrown, at a 
great elevation, from Gateshead, and, passing over the Butcher Bank, had 
fallen into the furniture workshops of Mr. J. Edgar, in Pilgrim Street. 
Here the flames worked their way uncontrolled, destroying the front shop 
in Pilgrim Street, occupied by Mrs. Ann Shield, grocer, on the one side, 
and a number of tenemented dwellings and workshops adjoining Greorge's 
Stairs upon the other. The flames were, however, got uuder at this point 
a little after six o'clock. The fire was then still extending widely amongst 
the property near the Quayside, whilst the flames in Gateshead were quite 
unsubdued, for, owing to the fire-engines having been almost entirely 
buried in the ruins, and the serious injuries which had been sustained by 



850 LOCAL bkcobob; OB, [1854^ 

the firemen, there were no adequate means available for checking the piXH 
gress of the fiames. The engine of the North £astem Railway Company 
was fortunately uninjured, and proved of great service upon the Quayside, 
where a sufficient force was at length obtained to prevent the further ad- 
vance of the devastation in that quarter. The authorities having commu- 
nicated with the neighbouring towns by electric telegraph, the floating 
engines at Shields and Sunderland, three land engines from the latter 
town, and one each from Hexham, Durham, Morpeth, and Berwick, 
were sent from these places by the most expeditious means, and 
an abundant supply of water from the street pipes was exceedingly 
effective even when engines were unobtainable. Owing to the serious in- 
juries sustained by the soldiers who were first sent to the fire, additional 
force was brought, both of horse and foot, and detachments of the latter 
also arrived by railway from Carlisle, Tynemouth, and Sunderland. 
Before mid-day, the fire in Newcastle was completely mastered ; and at 
Gateshead, it was also hoped that the worst was over by about eleven in 
the forenoon; but about half-past two o^clock in the afternoon, another 
outbreak took place, closely adjacent to the spot at which the fire 
commenced, the great steam com mill of Mr. Davidson having suddenly 
become ignited. The mill, which was six stories high, and the largest in 
the district, stood on the south side of Hillgate, and here the fire, which 
had long been dormant, burst out again most virulently, and soon proved 
irresistible, the flames enveloping the houses on each side, and spreading 
over to a block of buildings called the Island. The firemen soon succeeded 
ill bringing a great body of water to bear upon the flames, and the pre- 
mises of Messrs Mather and Reed, ironmongers, at the foot of the Bottle 
Bank, and several other houses which had become partially ignited, were 
saved, but the mill itself was soon consumed. After this additional disaster, 
the fire continued to bum amongst ruined warehouses and other buildings 
in almost inaccessible positions. About ten o'clock at night, it extended 
considerably upwards towards Church Walk, although its food was 
chiefly the houses which had previously been demolished by the explo- 
sion, and. amongst these buildings the fire raged with great fury. All the 
engines that could be procured were brought to bear upon it, and those 
on the Quay were lifted by cranes into steamers and ferried across the 
river to the most available positions. The last great fire of this awful 
day was that of a timber yard which stood on the bank between Church 
Walk and Hillgate, immediately behind the manufactory of Messrs Singers 
and Co. The place was stored with wood, and the flames were so fierce 
as to render it painful to stand upon the Sandhill, a qnarter of a mile dis- 
tant. Several houses in the immediate vicinity rapidly fell a prey to the 
flames, and as it appeared impossible to save any portion of Church Walk, 
or even the parish church of St. Mary's, which stands near it, it was de- 
termined to blow up one or two houses, by means of gunpowder, and this 
was fortunately accomplished without accident, and was found of the 
greatest service. The following is a list of the property destroyed : — 

Newcastle. 

mmencing at the east end of the property destroyed upon the Quay- 
the following list shows the number of each house, and its various 
to;— 
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No. 

48 — Mr. G. Wilson, eating-house keeper. 
FenwicVt Entry, 
Free Porter^s Office, greatly damaged. 
49 — ^Mr. C M. Mowbrav, ironmonger. 
60 — ^Messrs A. Parker & Co. 
Messrs E. Liddell A Co. 
Mr. J. Buckham, sailmaker. 
Mr. James Wilkin, broker. 
61 — ^Mr. M. Plucs, merchant 
Bfr. George Gray, broker. 
Messrs Featherstone and Elder, ship 
chandlers (mnch injored). 
52 — Mr. S. Bailey, watchmaker. 
BCr. J. Potts, broker. 

Plummer'i Chare, 

(Nearly all the warehouses in this Chare 

were destroyed). 

68— Mr. D. W. Hay, baker. 

Messrs Carr and Barrass, brokers. 

Spanish Consulate. 
54— Rising Sun Inn, Mrs. Swallow. 
66— Mr. L. Beed, chemist 

Mr. G. Brown, butcher. 

Hornshif's Chare. 

Mr. W. Wilson, cooper. 

Mr. W. Berkley, maltster. 

(Several other buildings destroyed.) 

57 — ^Mr. Mark Thompson, ship chandler. 
68 — ^Mr. W. J. Yan Haansbergen, merchant 

Mr. J. Ormston, wharfinger. 

Messrs J. Carr & Co., coke manufacturers. 

Messrs C. Lotinga dt Co., brokers. 

Mr. David Don, broker. 
69 — ^Messrs Longri^e A Co., merchants. 

Messrs John Bogerson A Co., brokers. 

Messrs. Joseph Cowen & Co., fire brick 
manufacturers. 

Mr. Charles West, broker. 

Mr. George Wraith, broker. 
ColviiCt Chare, 

Mr. Henry F. Morrison, sail-maker. 



No. 

Mr. T. Guthrie, sailmaker. 
(Many warehouses entirely burnt) 

60— Sun Inn, Mr. T. F. Davidson. 
61 — Mr. John Snowdon, grocer. 
PaVister's Chare, 
Messrs S. M. Frost A Co., cartmen. 
Messrs T. L. Colbeck & Co. 
Prussian Arms, Mr. Thomas Dixon. 
(Several warehouses also burnt) 

62 — ^Mr. A. Naylor, hairdresser. 
63 — Mr. William Atkin, bookseller. 

Messrs N. Lotinga A Co., brokers. 

Mr. Hans Peter Mork, merchant 

Netherton Coal Company. 

Mr. S. D. Gething. 

Bftr. G. P. Birkinshaw. 

Pepoercom Chare, 

Mr. J. J. Robertson, sailmaker. 
(Several other warehouses burnt down.) 

64 — Messrs Leidemann and Co., brokers. 

Messrs R. Thiedemann and Co., brokers. 
66— Grey Horse Inn, Mr. John Pearson. 
66 — Mr. Fairweather, watchmaker. 
67 — Messrs Smith and Co., drapers. 

Broomhill Colliery Ofiice. 
Blue Anchor Chare. 

Mr. Fisher, fruiterer. 

69 — Messrs Ormston and Smith. 
Mr. James J. Scott, broker. 
Messrs Alexander and Wood, provision 

merchants. 
Messrs Charlton and Angus, commission 

agents. 

Grinding Chare, 
Dun Cow Inn, Mr. Wm. Teasdale. 
Golden Anchor, Mr. Batey (much inj.) 
Mr. Jules Averauw, broker. 



70 — ^Mr. John Harbottle, draper. 
Butcher Bank. — ^Mr. Temple, paper merchant; house quite destroved. Mr. Piper's 

fhmiture shop and workshops behind, shared the same fate. Mn, Bailes, grocer; 

shop almost entirely destroyed. 
Pilgrim Street. — Mrs. Shield, grocer; house burnt to the ground. 
Gborqb*8 Stairs. — Mr. J. Edgar's workshops entirely destroyed. Several imall teoe- 

msoted houses and workshops burnt down. 

Gateshead. 
The premises of different kinds totally, destroyed were as follows : — 

BCr. Bulcraig*s engineering works. 

Messrs. J. T. Carr and Co. s timber-yard, with tenemented houses behind. 

Mr. Wilson's worsted manufactory. 

Mr. Bertram*s warehouse. 

Mt. Singer's vinej^r manufactory. 

Mr. Davidson's null. 

Mr. M. Dunn's beer shop. 

A number of tenemented houses and small shops in Hillgate. 

BCr. Wilson's fellmongery. 

An extensive low-class lodging-house. 

Church Walk was almost entirely demolished, although the Wesleyan Sunday School 
was the only house burnt down. A shop, dwelling-house, and joiner's shop were 
blown down by gunpowder to prevent the extension of the fire. Mr. Martin Dunn's 
timber-yard was entirelv destroyed, as were also all the houses between Church 
Walk and Hillgate. These houses were chiefly of the most wretched description. 
Caanon Street was also a mere wreck, as were many other houses in Bridge Street 
and Oakwellgate. 
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Tho most startling results of this disaster have been now recorded, but 
some minor incidents may be worth preservation. In Newcastle, besides 
the complete destruction of the glass in the windows on and near the 
Sandhill, the wood-work of the windows in the Quildhall, Exchange, 
Merchants* Court, and town-clerk's offices, with the clock above, were 
blown to ft'agments. But the great force of the explosion was in the 
direction of All Saints' Church. In that edifice, the beautiful stained glass 
windows, representing the arms of the Corporation and Trinity House, were 
irreparably demolished; the doors were torn from their fastenings, and 
scarcely a pane of glass remained whole in the building. A log of timber, 
eleven feet long and a foot thick, weighing three hundredweight, fell upon 
the roof of the Ridley Arms Inn, Pilgrim Street, another upon a house in 
Mosley Street, and several huee stones also fell in the same locality, one 
of them completely piercing a wall in the « Couranf printing office. The 
destruction of glass in Dean Street, Mosley Street, the Arcade, and all the 
neighbouring locality, was immense, and scarcely any of the public build- 
ings in the town were without more or less injury. The parish church of 
St. Mary, in Gateshead, was left a mere shell ; the gravestones and iron 
railing in the churchyard were shattered to pieces; and the injury done to 
property in that town was almost incalculable. One huge piece of granite, 
weighing 30 stones lOfc., which had formed part of the pavement in Hill- 
gate, was thrown into Oakwellgate, and fell close to the railway bridge; 
another stone also fell in the same street, killing a horse; and a huge piece 
of freestone, part of the floor of the sewer in Hillgate, was found in the 
same locality. Trifling injuries were sustained by houses even at Shields 
by the reverberation of the explosion, and at Hartlepool and the neigh- 
bourhood the sound was so loud that a general apprehension was enter- 
tained of some accident in the adjacent collieries. The flames were visible 
even at a still greater distance; several persons at Smeaton, Beacon Hill, 
and other places near Northallerton, having observed the ruddy glow at 
an early hour on Friday. On Saturday, the fire was got under on both 
sides of the river, and immediate steps were taken to disinter the bodies of 
those who were known to have been killed by the calamity. In many 
cases, however, nothing remained to lead to the identification of the bodies. 
Mr. Sharp was distinguished by his watch; Mr. Davidson, by a signet 
ring; Mr. Harrison, by a cigar case; one of the firemen by the nozzle of 
the engine pipe ; and many others by similar articles known to have be- 
longed to them. In Church Walk were found the family of a man, named 
Hart, consisting of himself, his wife, his son, and his niece. No portion 
of Mr. Bertram*s remains could be found, but a key which he was known 
to have, and his snuff-box, were discovered in the ruins. Inquests were 
soon after opened on the bodies, and much evidence was tendirsxl, but the 
general opinion that a vast store of gunpowder had been the occasion of 
the calamity was proved to have been quite ungrounded. Mr. Hugh Lee 
Pattinson offered an explanation of the disaster, which he attributed to 
water; whilst Professor Taylor, who was sent by the Gk)vemment to ex- 
amine into the facts, suggested the probability of its origin to gas. Mr. 
Pattinson believed that the heat of the building had inflamed the sulphur, 
and gradually the whole mass of nitrate of soda and sulphur in the lower 
vaults had melted together, producing intense combustion and a heat 
as could not well be conceived, and his assumption was, that whilst 
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in that state, a body of water had found its way to the burning mass, and 
by the immense expansive power of steam at such a heat had caused the 
explosion. In his opinion, 328 gallons of water, falling in this manner, 
would have had as powerful an effect as eight tons of gunpowder. A num- 
ber of experiments were made by Mr. Pattinson before the jury, wliich ap- 
peared to bear out his views. Professor Taylor supposed that the sulphur, 
having taken fire, had inflamed the nitrate of soda, which, he said, would 
set free half a million cubic feet of gas, and the inability of the gas to 
escape fast enough through the door of the vault had, he believed, caused 
the explosion. The juries, after very lengthened sittings, finally came 
to open verdicts, the Gateshead jury expressing its belief that the explo- 
aion had not arisen from gunpowder. The estimated loss by this gpreat 
calamity was never very accurately ascertained, but it was pretty generally 
calculated at between £200,000 and £300,000, of which about £120,000 
was insured. The public sympathy for the numerous poor families who 
were rendered destitute by this awful catastrophe was displayed in the 
most marked manner throughout the kingdom, and £10,977 were sub- 
scribed for their relief. No less than eight hundred families applied for 
assistance from the funds, two-thirds of whom resided in Gateshead, and, 
altogether, £4,640 were paid for the loss of furniture. In February, 
1857, the committee stated that they had expended £6,533, and reserved 
£3,040 for widows and orphans ; and the remainder of the funds was dis- 
tributed as follows: — ^Newcastle Infirmary, £1,190; Grateshead Dispen- 
tiary, £314; Ragged Schools, £195; other charities, £29; repaid to 
subscribers, £20. 

October 11. A fire took place in a house in Ravensdowne, Berwick, 
by which an old lady, named Pillmour (widow of Colonel Hall, formerly 
mayor of Berwick), lost her life through suffocation. The fire was extin- 
guished before much injury had been done to the premises. 

— — — — 13. Her Majesty and the Royal Family passed through New- 
castle on their return to the south. I'he Queen alighted at the Central 
Station for luncheon, and her Majesty spoke a few words to the mayor of 
Gateshead, expressing her great sorrow at the late calamity. Prince 
Albert, referring to the severity of the cholera attacks in Hillgate, trusted 
" that good would come out of evil."* The mayor of Newcastle after- 
wards received a letter, requesting that her Majesty's name might be added 
to the subscription for the sufferers for £100. 

— — — 16. The sixteenth annual session of the Congregational Union 
of England and Wales commenced in Newcastle, and was attended by a 
great number of clergymen and laymen from various parts of the country. 

— — — — 20. Mr. Thomas Robson, a respectable farmer, living at 
Countess Park, near Hexham, was drowned this evening whilst crossing 
the North Tyne, at Chipchase Mill. 

— — 24. A bazaar was opened in North Shields, in aid of the 
building fund of the Mechanics' Institute of that town. The amount 
raised was £690. 

November 5. Providence Chapel, Monkwearmouth, erected by the 
•Wesleyan New Connexion, was opened for Divine service. 

— — - 8. The foundation-stones of two of the ten schools, proposed 

* At the oeosiu of 1S51, four honaes in Hillgate ivere found to contain 52 fkmilies and 215 
individnalf. 
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to be erected in Newcastle for the cliildren of the working claases {/see pi 
842), were laid with great ceremony. Divine service having been oele- 
brat^ in 8t. Nicholas' Ohnrch, a procession was formed at the door of 
that edifice, consisting of the scholars of the several church schools, the 
clergy, &c., of the various churches, the mayor and civic authorities, the 
Master and Brethren of the Trinity House, the Provincial Ghwnd Master of 
the body of Freemasons (the Rev. E. C. Ogle), and a vast number of the 
membere of that ancient craft, bands of music, &a, &c. The procession, 
which was of great length and had a most imposing effect, having reached 
the site of the 8t. Andrew's school, in Leases Luie, the mayor laid the 
foundation-stone, and the 100th Psalm having been sung by the whole 
party, the ceremony concluded. The assemblage then proceeded in the same 
order to the Shieldfield, where the school for All Saints was to be built, 
and the foundation-stone was laid by tho Provincial Ghrand Master, with 
the usual ceremonies of Freemasonry. A grand collation afterwards todc 
place in the Assembly Rooms, the mayor in the chair. The St. Andrew's 
school was opened in March, and that of All Saints in December, 1856. 

November 9. A fire broke out this morning in the extensive com-miU 
of Messrs Wren and Sons, near Stockton. The building consisted of a large 
steam-mill, with adjoining granaries five stories high, containing about 
800 qrs. of wheat and 200 sacks of flour, and the whole was entirely con- 
sumed, the loss being estimated at nearly £5,000. 

9. The annual election of Mayors took place, with the follow- 
ing result: — Newcastle^ Isaac Lowthian Bell (E^dward Nathaniel Grace, 
sheriff). Oateshead, Richard Wellington Hodgson. Tynemouthy John 
Walker Mayson. South SJueldSy Alexander Toshach. Sunderland^ An- 
thony John Moore. Durhomi, Mark Storey. Hartlepool^ Thomas Robson. 
Stockton, Robert Craggs. Morpeth, Thomas Jobling. Berwick, Robert 
Ramsey (Thomas Bogue, sheriff). 

12. Died, at Darlington, aged 58, William Allan, Esq., of 

Blackwell Grange, Darlington. 

— — — 15. A fire occurred at Mount Pleasant, a farm about four 
miles from Berwick, occupied by Mr. Murray, by which nineteen stacks 
of grain and one of hay, with a large thrashing machine, were consumed. 

15. A gale of wind blew with great violence upon the coast, 

and did great damage amongst shipping. Sixteen vessels were driven 
on shore near Sunderland, and three at T3memouth, nearly all of which 
became complete wrecks. 

— — — — 20. At a meeting of the members of the Exchange News 
Room, Newcastle, Mr. William Joseph Thompson, a broker upon the 
Quayside, was unanimously expelled from the room, for indulging in 
offensive marks of sympathy with the Russian army. 

23. The chapel of St. Paul, Westgate, Newcastle, erected in 

1840, as a chapel-of-ease to St. John's {su p. 126), was sold by auction, 
by order of the mortgagee, and was purchased by the Independent con- 
gregation worshipping in Tuthill Stairs' chapel, for about £1,800. The 
chapel was opened by its new purchasers for Divine worship on March 7, 
1855, when sermons were preached by the Rev. Dr. Raffles and the Rev. 
J. Parsons. 

_ 23. During another dreadful gale on the coast, a melancholy 

^^^Meident took place at the entrance of Sunderland harbour. The barque 
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Mary Graham, with twenty-four persons on board, was anchored off the 
north pier, waiting for some of her crew, when the storm caused the 
cable to In'eak, and the ship drove upon the pier and went to pieces in a 
few minutes. Of all the crew only one man was saved. A number of 
vessels were also wrecked near Hartlepool, and many lives were lost. 

November 25. His Grace the Duke of Northumberland having deter- 
mined upon the constructi<Hi of a new central keep in Alnwick Castle, 
and the general alteration and improvement of that princely mansion, his 
duchess laid the foundation-stone <^ the *' Prudhoe Tower** this day. 
Several hundred workmen had previously been engaged, and the restora- 
tions were confided to the skill of Mr. Salvin, by whom the Prudhoe Tower 
was designed. Two of tiie towers, built about 1766, were destroyed to 
make rocnn for this new structure, which contains the grand staircase and 
library. The whole of the interior of tiie castle was remodelled and 
newly decorated, at a vast expense, the style adopted being that of the 
great Italian palaces of the 15th century, comm^icing at the entrance 
with much simplicity, and increasing in richness of ornamentation ac- 
cording to the destination of the several apartments. The works are still 
unfinished. 

— — — 25. Died, in Newcastle, aged 60, Mr. John Gibson, painter 
and glass-stainer, and late sheriff of the town. From an early age he 
devoted himself to the study and promotion of the fine arts, and was him- 
self an artist of great and varied talent. His works in glass adorn many 
churches throughout the kingdom. 

December 7. Died, at Ellingham, Northumberland, aged 79, the Rev. 
Charles Perigal, upwards of 50 years vicar of that parish. 

— — — 19. One of the boilers at the Felling Chemical Works burst 
with great violence, killing two men and injuring two others. The 
damage done to the works was estimated at nearly £700. 

— — 22. Died, at Oxford, aged 100, Dr. Martin Joseph Routh, 
president of Magdalen College. The deceased, by his will, left his noble 
library, consisting of upwards of 20,000 volumes, to Durham University. 
23. William Digby Seymour, Esq., M.P. for Sunderland, 
was appointed, by the Crown, Recorder of Newcastle, in the room of 
George Hutton Wilkinson, Esq., resigned. 

24. Ponteland church, Northumberland, was re-opened, after 

having undergone great alterations and repairs. 

26. The celebrated artist, Greorge Cruikshank, visited New • 

castle, and lectured on temperance to a crowded audience, Sir W. 0. 
Trevdiyan, Bart., in the chair. 

. This month, there was found within the station of Borcovi- 
cus, on the Roman Wall, a large and perfect altar, dedicated to the god 
'' Silvanus Cocidius" — thus combining a Roman and a British divinity^ 
by Quintus Florins Maternus, Prefect of the first cohort of the Tungri. 
The following is a copy of this singular inscription: — '^ Deo Silvano 
CociDio Qv. Flobius Matbrnds Pilef. Coh. I. Tung. V. S. L. M." 

. A new colliery, at Oakershaw, Durham, was won by Messrs 
Strakers and Love. 

. A valuable seam of steam coal was won at Bebside coUiery, 

Northumberland. 

. The town of West Hartlepool was lighted with gas. 
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1855, January 1. An election of a meml)er of Parliament for tba 
borough of Sunderland, rendered necessary by the appointment of Mr. 
Seymour as recorder of Newcastle, took place tonday. Mr. Joshua Wilson 
and Mr. Thomas Thompson nominated Mr. Seymour; and Aid. Allison 
and Mr. J. T. Alcock proposed and seconded Henry Fenwick, Esq. The 
show of hands was declared to be in favour of the late member, but at 
the close of the poll the numbers were: — Mr. Fenwick, 956; Mr. Sey- 
mour, 646. 

- 3. The skeleton of a female, which had evidently lain for many 

years, was discovered at Blyth Links. It was supposed to have come there 
by violent means, but no information on the subject was elicited. 

5. The first number of the " Shields Advocate," a new weekly 

newspaper, was published in South Shields. The newspaper was printed 
in Sunderland, by Mr. William Hardie. 

9. A fire broke out in Mr. Simm's bone-crushing establish- 
ment, Gateshead, by which the premises were entirely destroyed. 

11. Died, in Durham, aged 94, John R. Fenwick, Esq., M.D., 

a magistrate and deputy-lieutenant of the county of Durham. The de- 
ceased was the younger son of John Fenwick, Esq., M.D., of Morpeth, 
and was educated at St. Omer, as a Roman Catholic, but he subsequently 
embraced the Protestant faith. About 1790, he commenced to practise 
in Durham, and, amongst other instances of professional enterprise, the use 
of turpentine in cases of tape-worm has been ascribed to him. In 1798, 
he became Lieut.-Colonel of the Durham Volunteers, though then, and 
ever after, a firm supporter and friend of the late Earl Grey, and a parti- 
cipator in his feelings as to the war then raging. For some years, indeed, 
he was at the head of the Liberal party in the county of Durham, and was 
a clear, fluent, and animated speaker. In later years, he took a warm part 
in the promotion of education ; and his portrait in the Mechanics* Institute, 
in Durham, was painted by subscription, as a testimonial of the feelings of 
the members towards him. 

15. A magnificent silver candelabrum was presented to Richard 

Shortridge, Esq., by the inhabitants of South Shields, in acknowledgment 
of his public services to the town, his private worth, and estimable cha- 
racter. The mayor presided, and Mr. William Anderson having presented 
the testimonial in a highly complimentary speech, Mr. Shortridge briefly, 
but warmly, thanked his friends for their handsome token of esteem and 
confidence, and addresses, delivered by Dr. Winterbottom, the Rev. J. 
Carr, &c., closed the interesting proceedings. 

18. The new wing of Newcastle Infirmary (see pjt* 293 and 313 ) 

was inaugurated by the Duke of Northumberland, and a brilliant com- 
pany. The new wing, which contains 147 beds, is fitted up with every 
modem improvement, and the total cost of the various alterations and 
additions to the institution was £10,540; two-thirds of which had been 
raised by subscription. His grace expressed himself much pleased with 
the arrangements, and made a second donation of £500. The Hon. H. T. 
Liddell, the mayor of Newcastle, Mr. M. Bell, Mr. Commissioner Ellison, 
and other gentlemen, afterwards addressed the assemblage. 

19. Died, in North Shields, aged 63, Mr. John Rennison, 

tobacconist. The deceased was brought up as a blacksmith in Swalwell, 
but established himself in Shields, and at length became one of the leaders 
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of the liberal party in that town, and a very indostrious member of almost 
erery local institntion. 

January 21. All Saints* Church, Newcastle, was re-opened, after under- 
going very extensive repairs rendered necessary by the late explosion, when 
Dr. Qilly preached to a crowded congregation. 

' 22. Vice-Admiral Bowles, Captain R. Fitzroy, R.N., lieut.- 

Oeneral Sir John Bell, K.C.B., R. B. Armstrong, Q.C., recorder of Man- 
chester, and I. El. Brunei, Esq., C.E., the commissioners appointed by the 
Crown to inquire into the state of the Tyne, arrived in Newcastle. On 
the 24th, Mr. Webster, Q.C., who had been retained by five of the River 
Commissioners at Shields (the promoters of the inquiry), entered into a 
series of charges against the proceedings of the Tyne Commission generally, 
and produced ihe evidence of Mr. Straker, Mr. Lamb, Mr. Poppelwell, and 
others, in support of his case. Mr. Brooks, the engineer of the river, Mr. 
T. J. Taylor, Mr. Ure, the engineer of the Clyde, Mr. John Clayton, and a 
number of River Commissioners, were heard on the other side ; and, on the 
Slst, the recorder of Newcastle (Mr. Seymour) summed up the case of the 
majority of the local board. Further engineering evidence was afterwards 
taken in London, and the proceedings finally closed on the 10th March. 
In their report, dated the 19th May, the commissioners approved of the 
general policy of the Tyne conservators, dissenting from all the views of 
the promoters of the inquiry, and expressed a hope that ^Hhose local 
jealousies and animosities," which had hitherto prevailed at the board, 
would be buried in oblivion. 

Fd)ruary 7. The new baths and wash-houses in Oakwellgate, Gkites- 
head, were opened by the mayor and several members of the Corporation, 
accompanied by the rector and many of the principal inhabitants. The 
building was designed by Mr. Hall, the town-surveyor, and is a very neat 
structure. 

' 9. Died, at Cox Green, Durham, aged 103, Sarah Atcheson. 

— — 10. The remains of Lord Frederic Fitzclarence (who died in 
Lidia on the 30th of October, whilst acting as Commander-in-Chief of 
the forces in Bombay), were interred at Ford, Northumberland. The 
body was followed to the grave by the deceased's widow and only daugh- 
ter, who had accompanied it from India; the Earl of Glasgow, Viscount 
Falkland, Lord Adolphus Fitzclarence, the tenantry of the Etal estate, 
and a great number of the residents in the neighbourhood, by all classes 
of whom his lordship was highly respected. The deceased was the third 
son of William IV., by Mrs. Jordan. 

— 16. For nearly a week previous to this date, this district was 
visited with a frost of great intensity, and on the 15th, the thermometer 
of G. C. Atkinson, Esq., at Wylam Hall, marked the very low tempera- 
ature of 5® of Fahrenheit. Tliis morning, however, the same instrument 
registered the minimum of 1-5**, but at Hesleyside, on the North Tyne, 
at an elevation of 500 feet above the level of the sea, Mr. Charlton's ther- 
mometer stood at 7** below zero, or 39** below the freezing point of water. 
At lilbum Tower, near Alnwick, the temperature was exactly the same 
as at Hesleyside, but on the 17th it was 2*» colder still, being 9® below 
zero. In Newcastle, the minimum temperature was 7®, a severity of cold 
quite unparalleled for a long series of years. The Tjme above Scotswood 
bridge was entirely frozen over, and skating upon the coaly stream be-. 
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ihow of hani" ■'^■J'i0'^>*^Se south of England: a large fleet of 
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■• '■^^ ^"^ J. fltiilwtioii of the articles intended to be forwarded 

^■-^ ^ . ftiiMtion in Paris was opened in the AthenKum, Sun- 

^^^''"^iTtt^K of t^i^ mayor, Sir H. and I*dy Williamison, and 

i^*rjl if '*'iiw^al inhabitants of the town. The exhibition was of 

^^Sr'^J^&t cliaraetor, the models of vessels prepared by the ship- 

*^J|(r **^ p^ having alone cost £2,000. After brief addresses by 

^^t^ ^jf John Fife, and others, the exhibition was declared to be 

j^ ^'''i H largo portion of the company then eat down to a collation 

M^~i y] ibe library, the mayor in the chair. The exhibition, after 

■i^'T^ tirelve days, waa closed on the 10th March, by the mayor, 

i^ AgS6 persons were found to have visited it. Dr. LycHi Playfair, 

"j^ ^^ OB a visit to Bunderland on behalf of the Govemmcut, to recom- 

"^ tbe establish men t of a Nautical Bchool, addressed the meeting, 

'"'^^ag himself liiglily delighted with the exhibition. 

*^^ 27. This morning, flames were perceived to be issning from a 

junre steam corn-mill in Gallowgatc, Ncivca-itle, generally known as An- 
(j,g«on'B mill, but which, a few days before, luul come into the occupancy 
g[ Mr. Hume, of Shields. Every potisililc oxcrtion was made to subdue 
tlis fire, but the premises were cventuaUy left in ruins. (See p. 194.) 

28. At the Northumberland assixcs, before Baron Parke, the 

000 of Thomas Stote Manby v. Thomas Wood Croster and Calverley 
]}oivickc Bcwicke, EsqrB., and others their tenants, came on for trial. Mr. 
Warren, Q.C., stated the case of the plaintiff, and, owing to tbe circum- 
stances presenting many features of resemblance to those in the learned 
oounacl's celebrated novel of " Ten Thousand a Year," mucli interest was 
cxciti.'d in court. ITiu plaintiff was a man in humble life, and the action 
was virtually to recover cxtenBivo estates in the parishes of Long Benton 
and Wallsend, Northumberland, belonging to the defendants, on the 
ground that such estates bod been obUiiiiod in 1757 by Sir Robert 
Bvwickc and Mr. John Uraster, without a shadow of right, on the death of 
the plaintiff's ancestor. Dame Dorothy Windsor. Mr. Warren entered into 
the circumstances of the case with great eloquence and ability, but he was 
stopped by the judge, who stated that he considered die statute of limita- 
tions barred all title on the part of the plaintiff. Mr. Warren, thereupon, 
consented to bo noui^uited. [Tlic cose was aftenvards carried into the 
Court of Chancery, on tlie gn>uiul that the defendants hod obtuineil pos- 
session of tlic estates by fniutlulent means, bnt after a protracted hearing 
"■ Cbancellor Sir W. P. Wood, on the 23rd April, 1857, decided that 
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nothing had heen elicited to support the allegations of the plaintiff, and 
his '' biir was dismissed with costs.] 

March 1. Died, aged 83, the Right Hon. Lord Decies. The deceased 
married, in 1810, Charlotte Philadelphia, heiress of Robert John Horsley, 
Esq., of Bolam, Northumberland, upon which he took the name of Hors- 
ley. He was succeeded by his only son William. 

— 2. Died, at Bamardcastle, Thomas Mitchinson Maude, Esq., 
of Selaby Park, Durham, captain in the Durham Militia. 

6. The extensive grounds attached to the rectory of Bishop- 

wearmouth were offered for sale by auction in that town, and although 
bought in, were soon after sold privately. During the year, the rectory 
— classical as the dwelling in which Paley produced some of his best writ- 
ings — ^was pulled down, the ground having been sold for building sites. 

— *— 7. Died, at Ravensworth Castle, near Newcastle, aged 80, 
the Right Hon. Thomas Henry liddell^ Baron Ravensworth, and a Baro- 
net. The deceased was bom on the 8th of February, 1775, and married, 
in 1796, Maria Susannah, daughter and co-heiress of John Simpson, Esq., 
of Bradley. In 1806, Lord Ravensworth, then Sir Henry Thomas Lid- 
dell, was elected a representative in Parliament for the county of Durham, 
but only sat until the general election in the following year, when he retired, 
and from that time devoted himself to the erection of his noble seat, and 
the development of the coal mines on his estate. Li. furtherance of his 
views on die latter subject, he entered into partnership with several other 
noblemen and gentlemen, and superintended a most extensive and lucra- 
tive business in the coal trade, which was carried on by them for many 
years under the local title of '* The Grand Allies." At the coronation of 
G^rge IV. he was raised to the title of Baron Ravensworth, which had been 
formerly borne by his grand-uncle, and after that time he principally resided 
ftt Ravensworth, occupying himself in the usual pursuits of a country 
gentleman. His lordship had a family of sixteen children, and was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest son, Henry Thomas, who had previously sat in 
Parliament for Northumberland and Durham, and at his father's decease 
was member for LiverpooL The funeral of the late peer, which took 
place at Lamesley on the 16 th, in a very private manner, was attended by 
all his children then in England, by his sons-in-law, the Elarl of Hardwicke, 
Viscount Barrington, and Sir H. Williamson; and by Earl Vane, the Earl 
of Mulgrave, John Bowes, Esq., and N. Wood, Esq. (who officiated as pall 
bearers). His lordship's numerous tenantry, as well as a number of persons 
from Newcastle and Gateshead, where his lordship was greatly respected, 
also followed the remains to the grave. Li May, 1857, a beautiful mural 
monument to the memory of the deceased, designed by the present peer, 
was placed in Lamesley church. 

— — — — 9. A fire broke out this morning, in the office of the '* Northern 
Examiner** newspaper, Orainger Street, Newcastle. The flames were con- 
fined to the front shop, which was completely gutted. 

-"— — — 20. Died, at Lanchester, Durham, aged 58, John Hutchinson, 
Esq., F.L.S., for many years town-clerk of Durham. 

— — - 22. The Marchioness of Londonderry presented the North 
Durham Regiment of Militia (of which her son. Earl Vane, was colonel) 
with a pair of handsome colours. The ceremony took place at Durham, 
and excited much interest. In the afternoon, the men, about 260 in num* 
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ber, were regaled with a substantial dinner by tbe officers, who abo gave 
a grand ball in the evening to the principal families of the coonty. 

March 24. Birth: At Washington, the wife of L L. Bell, Esq., 
mayor of Newcastle, of a son. In commemoration of this felicitous event 
Mrs. Bell was presented, in April, 1856, by the members of the Council, 
with a massive silver salver and claret jug. 

. . 30. This evening, a fire broke out in the warehouse of Mr. 

Fairley, Numbers* Qarth, Bunderland. The building was stored with 
hemp, tar, and other combustibles, which caused the flames to rage with 
such fury that four houses in Numbers* Garth and Garden Street were also 
set on fire. So rapid was the progress of ihQ devastation that it was 
deemed advisable to send a telegraphic message to Newcastle for assist- 
ance, but, although the fire engines were immediately forwarded, the con- 
flagration had been checked before their arrival, principally by the pulling 
down of a house in Garden Street. The damage was estimated at nearly 
£15,000. 

April 11. Died, at Rothbury, aged 101, Mrs. Jane Toung. 
■ 14. A meeting of the clergy of the archdeaconry of lindis- 

fame was held at Alnwick, to consider the propriety of urging upon the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners the desirability of erecting Northumberland 
into a separate diocese. Nearly every clergyman of the district was pre- 
sent, the Venerable Archdeacon Coxe presiding, and, after addresses from 
the chairman, Rev. L. Orde, Rev. R. W. Goodenough, Hon. and Rev. F. 
R. Grey, and others, it was determined to memoriaUse the Commissioners 
to divide the diocese at the next voidance of the see. 

20. The foundation-stone of a Congregational chapel was laid 

at West Hartlepool, by the R«v. T. Binney. The edifice is in the Gothic 
style, from designs by Mr. T. Oliver, jun., and it accommodates 800 per- 
sons: the cost of its erection was £2,800. The chapel was opened on the 
15th July, 1856. 

23. Died, at North Shields, aged 78, Mr. William Richmond, 

shipowner. The deceased was bom at Stockton, and commenced life as a 
cabin-boy, but gradually succeeded in accumulating a small competence, 
and in acquiring no inconsiderable store of leaming. In literature, his 
compositions, generally of a controversial nature, were animated and ner- 
vous, but his chief work, '< A Series of Maritime and Mercantile Tables," 
illustrative of the Reciprocity Treaties, was a most laborious undertaking, 
and its production cost upwards of £500. Mr. Richmond's speeches were 
as pungent as his writings: believing in no river engineer except Nature, 
he viewed Conservancy boards, piers, docks, jetties, and all other " im- 
provements'* connected with the Tjrne with an inconceivable bitterness and 
hatred, and, although a member of the new Corporation of Tynemouth, he 
detested the institution with an intensity as ludicrous as it was occasion- 
ally vexatious. He was, however, held in general estimation, and his 
death was very widely regretted in the district. 

— 24. Died, at Blendon, Kent, William Hodgson Cadogan, Esq., 
of Brinkbum Priory, Northumberland. 

May 1. A fire broke out this morning, in the Northumberland Hotel, 
Bedford Street, North Shields, occupied by Mr. W. Campbell. The occu- 
pants escaped without injury, but the premises and stock were entirely 
destroyed. 



1855.|| HISTORICAL RBOISTEB OF BKMAOBABLR BVBHTS. 3G1 

Mt^ $. Married, at Bt. LeoDani'H, Thomaa William Biddell, Esq., 
eldest son of Thomas Riddell, Esq., of Felton Park, Northumberlaad, to the 
Lady Henrietta Flnokett, daughter of the Earl of Fingall. 

^— ^^ 7. The Rev. H. P. Dwarris, curate of Bywell, near Hexham, 
naa drowned at that place whilst crossing the Tyne in a boat. The unfor- 
tunate gentleman was 33 years of age. 

9. Died, in Newcastle, aged 46, Robert Nicholson, Esq., C.E. 

Mr. Nicholson was the engineer for the Newcastle and North Shields 
Railway, the Whittle Dean Water Company's works, and many other 
andert«kingB of a similar character. 

;— 12, The first cargo of " Bebside Hartley" coals was shipped at 

filyth, amidst some rejoicing. 

14. Workmen commenced the removal of the old property at 

the Head of the Side and Castle Oarth, Newcastle, for the purpose of 
forming an improved approach to the high-level bridge. {See p. 339.) 
The "Black Gate" of the Castle was preserved from demolition, by order 
of the Council, and the following cut is a view of that structure previous 
to the commencement of the proposed improvement; — 




' ' ■ 28. A Wesleyan chapel, accommodating about 700 persons, 
was opened at West Hartlepool. 

28. The annual moveable committee of the Manchester Union 

of Odd Fellows met in the Town Hall, Durham. Tlierc were 102 deputies 
present, from various parts of the kingdom. 
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May 29. A Berions riot oocarred at Bouth SliieldB, on the evening 
of the races, between a party of Irishmen and the police, when one of 
the former was killed, and several on both sides much injured. In con- 
sequence of this affiray, the races at South Shields were suppressed by 
the magistrates. 

29. The foundation-stone of a Congregational chapel was laid 

at Seaham Harbour. The edifice was designeid by Mr. T. Oliver, jun., 
and accommodates 400 persons. It was opened July 9, 1856. 

. In excavating the works of the Darlington and Bamardcasile 

railway, at Piercebridge, the workmen came upon the. supposed burial 
ground of the Roman station at that place. Several skeletons, urns, 
coins, and other relics, were disinterred. 

JuM. The main coal seam at the Caroline pit, Hetton, was won at 
the depth of 139 fathoms; the coal was 7 feet in thickness. The ]At 
was commenced in 1824, but had been abandoned nearly thirty years, in 
consequence of the immense quantity of water which was encountered by 
the workmen. 

2. The first number of the '' Stockton and Hartlepool Mer- 
cury" was published, at the latter place. {Ste p. 295.) 

18. Married, in Newcastle, John Mullins to Maiy Robson. 

The happy pair were accompanied by two male and two female witnesses, 
and the whole party were deaf and dumb. 

19. Birth : In London, the Countess of Durham, of twin sons. 

The birth of an heir to the house of Lambton was celebrated with great 
joy on the extensive estates of the noble earl. 

26. An elegant Roman Catholic chapel, at Ghtinford, Dur- 
ham, built from the designs of Mr. Gibson, of Newcastle, at the expense 
of the Rev. T. Witham, was opened by Bishop Hogarth. 

27. Died, at Great Burden, near DarUngton, Jane, wife of 

Mr. Joseph Snaith Wooler. Soon after her death, suspicion was excited 
that Mrs. Wooler had come to her end through unfair means, and a 
coroner's inquest was subsequently held, at which immense excitement 
was occasioned by a statement of Dr. Eiazlewood and Mr. Jackson, the 
deceased's physician and surgeon, that they had been long under the belief 
that Mrs. Wooler was suffering from repeated small doses of arsenic. 
The jury returned an open verdict, but Mr. Wooler was apprehended on 
the charge of murder, and, after lengthened examinations before the ma- 
gistrates, was committed for trial. December 7, Wooler was tried at 
Durham, before Baron Martin; Mr. James, Q.C., leading the prosecu- 
tion, and Mr. Sergeant Wilkins the defence. Tl^ trial closed on Monday, 
the 10th, the evidence clearly establishing the fact that the deceased had 
died from the effects of arsenic; but, being imsatisfactoiy as to the means 
by which the poison had been administered, the jury acquitted the pri- 
soner. The trial, which excited great interest throughout the kingdom, 
cost the county of Durham £521. 

July 1. Died, at Blaydon, aged 105, Mrs. Ann Allison. 

2. The officers of the North Durham Militia gave an amateur 

performance in the theatre, Durham, in aid of the funds of the Infirmary 
of that city. The pieces were the " Honeymoon," " Founded on Pacts," 
and ** Poor Pillicoddy ," and the performances were repeated on the 5th, tJie 
house on both occasions being crowded. On the 11th, the regiment 
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mardbed to Sanderland, baying been ordered to occupy tbe barracks there, 
and in ^e following December it removed to Bumley, where it remained 
for some time. 

Julif 8. The first nnmber of the << Newcastle Messenger and Ad- 
vertiser^ was published by the proprietors of the '^ NewcasUe Courant." 
Hie ^ Messenger** was published thrice a-week, but it was discontinued 
on the28ih March, 1857, when 273 numbers had been pubUshed. 

3. The Bradley Hall estate, near Wolsingham, Durham, was 

bought by John Straker, Esq., of North Shields, for £19,000. 

4. The new burial ground for the parish of Morpeth was con- 
secrated by the Lord Bishop of Manchester. 

8. Died, at Bishop wearmouth, aged 101, Catherine Kelly. 

16. The Hartlepool Pier and Port bill and the Gbtedbead 

Quays and Improvements biU received the Royal adsent. 

20. The foundation-stone of a Roman Catholic chapel was 

laid at Wooler, by Bishop Hogarth, in the presence of a great concourse 
of spectators. The chapel, which is a very elegant fabric, is dedicated to 
8t. Ninian, and was opened by Dr. Hogarth, assisted by twenty-four 
priests, on the 24th June, 1856. 

' 21. The shop of Mr. David McDowell, chemist. North 
Shields, was discovered by the police to be on fire this morning, just after 
the owner had left it in a private manner. The flames were soon extin- 
guished, and as, from the appearance of the premises, it seemed almost 
certain that the fire had not b^n accidental, McDowell was apprehended, 
charged with committing the act. He was tried at the ensuing assizes, 
before Mr. Justice Crowder, was convicted of the ofifence, and sentenced to 
fiifteen years' transportation. 

23. A violent thunder storm broke over the valley of the Tees, 

and that river became so much flooded that it carried away the bridge at 
Newbiggin, and did other serious damage. 

- 25. The woollen-mill at Haltwhistle, belonging to Mr. John 
Pattinson, was burnt to the ground, all the stock and machinery being 
also consumed. 

25. Died, at Whitfield Hall, Northumberland, aged 75, Wil- 
liam Ord, Esq. The family of Ord, of which the deceased was the last male 
descaidant, luui been connected for upwards of three centuries with New- 
castle. Mr. Ord was bom in January, 1781, and soon after attaining his 
majority, he stood a contest for the borough of Morpeth, until that time 
under the entire control of the Elarl of Carlisle, and defeated the noble 
lord's nominee by eighteen votes. He represented the town in nine suc- 
cessive parliaments, but withdrew his pretensions in 1832, when the num- 
ber of its representatives was reduced to one. In the same year he stood a 
contest for South Northumberland {see p. 6), and was defeated hy a 
small majority; but in 1835, he was solicited to stand for Newcastle, and 
was returned for that town by an immense superiority of numbers. {See 
p. 33). At subsequent contests' he was invariably placed at the head of 
the poll, and in 1852 (his parliamentary jubilee), an announcement of his 
wish to resign was received with regret by all parties. Un his first en- 
trance into the House of Commons, he became a member of the small and 
proscribed band which, under the leadership of Mr. Fox and the late Earl 
Grey, constituted the Liberal party, and notwithstanding the apparent 
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hopelessness of their cause, and the dangers with whidi tiiey were beset, 
Mr. Ord was their constant, zealous, and deroted supporter. *Oii the 
qnestions of Parliamentary Reform, Catholic Elmancipation, Oorporation 
Tests and Corporate Abases, Slavery and the Slave IVade, the Freedom 
of Commerce, the Amelioration of the Criminal Law, and many kindred 
subjects, few names were so constantly found in the division lists in the 
cause of enlightenment and freedom. In the local duties of a member he 
was also unceasing in his exertions, and always proved himself an active 
and useful representative; whilst in private life he was beloved as a friend, 
a patron, a landlord, and a master by all who came within his circle. 
The deceased had an only son, William Henry, who, unfortunately, died 
in 1838, just when his talents were beginning to develop themselves, and 
the family property descended to the Rev. J. A. Blackett, who married, in 
1842, a niece of Mr. Ord^s, and who soon after assumed his name. 

July 30. Died, at Berwick, aged 58, George Johnston, Esq., M.D. 
The deceased, who was a native of Berwickshire, commenced his medical 
eareer at Belford, in Northumberland, but removed, in 1818, to Berwick. 
Botany and marine animal and v^etable life early became his favourite 
studies, and the first result of his enquiries into these subjects was the 
publication of his " Flora of Berwick,** followed at intervals by " lUustra- 
tions in British Zoology," " History of British Zoophytes,** " Botany of 
the Eastern Borders," and a great number of works on kindred subjects. 
By the inhabitants of Berwick Dr. Johnston was highly esteemed, and he 
several times filled the offices of mayor and sheriff to the satisfaction of 
all. 

30. The Act for constructing the Deamess Valley Railway 

received the Royal assent. 

. Tlie foundation*stone of a Methodist New Connexion chapel 

was laid at Willington, near Bishop Auckland. It affords accommodation 
for 700 persons, the cost being about £1,000, and the building was opened 
July 13, 1856. 

August 13. The foundation-stone of a new church was laid at New 
Seaham, by the Marchioness of Londonderry, at whose sole expense the 
edifice was to be erected and endowed. The building, which is in the de- 
corated style, was designed by Mr. Hardwick,of London, and aoconomodates 
about 400 persons. The brass plate on the foundation-stone stated that the 
fabric was erected *^ in affectionate remembrance of Charles William Vane, 
third Marquis of Londonderry, by his mourning widow,** After the stone 
had been laid, N. Wood, Esq., briefly thanked her ladyship for her muni- 
ficent liberality in providing so noble a building for the population of the 
district, and his remarks, which were received with loud cheers, were re- 
sponded to by Earl Vane on behalf of his mother. The church was opened 
for Divine serrioe on the 17th of March, 1857, when a sermon was preached 
by the Bishop of Durham. 

17. A meeting of the inhabitants of Darlington was held in the 

Central Buildings for the purpose of presenting a service of plate to Fran- 
cis Mewbum, Esq., chief^bailiff of the town, as a mark of the esteem in 
which he was held by all classes of his fellow-townsmen. The chair was 
taken by H. P. Smith, Esq., of Coatham, and the room was filled by a 
most respectable assembly, comprising all ranks and every variety of opi- 
nion, religious and political. Joseph Pease, Esq., presented the testimonial 
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in an excellent speech, to which Mr. Mewbom feelingly responded amidst 
protracted applause. The plate, which was exceedingly beautiful, cost up- 
wards of £400, and bore an inscription purporting that it had been presented 
to Mr. Mewbum '^ by 224 of his friends, as a testimonial of his high cha- 
racter, his zealous and honourable discharge of his profession during a period 
of nearly fifty years, and their esteem for him as a neighbour and a 
gentleman.** 

Angust 19. A mill, situated in the Mill Entry, Sandgate, Newcastle, 
which had recently become occupied by Mrs. Simm, widow of Mr. John 
Simm, for the purpose of grinding charcoal, &c. {see p. 356), was discovered 
to be on fire this evening, and in the course of a few hours was entirely 
destroyed. 

23. The village of Sedgefield Was lighted with gas for the first 

time. 

25. An explosion of gas occurred in Usworth colliery, by which 

two men were killed, and some others very miioh injured. 

26. The parish church of Berwick, after having been long 

closed for the purpose of restoration, was re-opfened. The renovation of 
the edifice was executed with much ability and taste. 

■ 28. A crowded meeting of the inhabitants of Sunderland was 
held in the Athenieum, for the purpose of hearing an explanation from 
Edward Backhouse, jon-y ^^m of his scheme for a Crystal Palace on the 
summit of Building Hill — the public park of the borough. The proposal, 
which comprehended a winter^;arden, polytechnic hall, museum, &c., was 
estimated to cost £7,000. Tbe scheme met with general favour, and 
nearly one-half the contemplated expense was subscribed in a short period 
by the principal inhabitants. 

29. The foundation-stone of the magnificent public buildings 

intended to be erected in St. Nicholas* Square, Newcastle, was laid with 
great ceremony by the mayor (Mr. Bell), in the presence of the members 
of the Corporation of the town, the chief magistrates of Gateshead and 
South Shields, and nearly 10,000 of the principal inhabitants of Newcastle 
and its environs. An imposing procession was formed at the Guildhall, 
which walked to the site of the proposed building, where Mr. Alderman 
Headlam commenced the proceedings by a brief address to the mayor on 
the objects and advantages of the new structure, and concluded by present- 
ing his worship with a silver trowel to be used in laying the stone. A 
brass plate, bearing an inscription commemorative of the proceedings, a 
scroll with the names of the building committee, a copy of the " Newcastle 
Chronicle** of August 24, and various coins, were then deposited in a pre- 
pared cavity by the mayor, assisted by Mr. J. Johnstone, the architect, 
and the stone was laid with the usual formalities. The choral society 
performed Handers *^ Hallelujah chorus** during the ceremony, with fine 
eflfect. The mayor, Mr. Headlam, M.P., the Hon. H. G. Idddell, M.P., 
and Mr. Ingham, M.P., briefly addressed the assemblage in congratulatory 
terms on the auspicious commencement of the works, and their remarks 
were received with enthusiastic applause. In the evening, the mayor gave 
a grand entertainment in the Assembly Rooms, in celebration of the event 
of the day; Lord liavensworth, the mayors of Gateshead, Sunderland, 
Tynemouth, and South Shields, the Rev. E. C. Ogle, the above-mentioned 
members of Parliament, and a numerous and influential company, being 
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present. Tbe Stewards of tbe Incorporated Companiea also dined together, 
at Mr. Manners', under the ohairmandiip of Mr. Miekle. 




Aiiffust 29. The Chasseur iron screw steam -vessel, bnilt h^ Messrs T. 
ftud W. Smith, of St. Pettr's, Newcastle, for the Government, and fitted 
Qp as a floating workshop, left the Tyne on her voyage to the seat of war 
in the Crimea. The vessel proved of great service, both to the fleet and 
the army. 

30. A meeting of the moat inflaenlial coalowners and mano- 

fecturers of tbe district was held in Neville College, Newcastle, for the 
parpose of considering a scheme, proposed by the Hon. and Rev. John 
Grey, for tiie promotion of education. Tbe Earl of Durham presided ; and 
Lord Ravenswortb, the Hon. H. G. Liddell, M.P., Mr. Headlam, M.P., 
Mr. Ingham, M.P., the Hon. and Rev. J. Grey, the mayors of Newcastle 
and Gateshead, Mr. R. Plummer, Mr. N. Wood, &c., &c., were among the 
company. Tbe scheme proposed to distribute prizes to the elder scholars, 
fur tne parpose of inducing their parents to allow the children to remain a 
year or two longer at school than was usually the case. It was nnani- 
niously resolved to estahlish a society for carrying out the proposal, and 
I be meeting then broke up. 

September 1. Died, at Styford, aged 59, Charles Bacon Grey, Esq. 

4. Captain Collinson, R.N., C.B., the celebrated Arctic voy- 

a^jcr, being on a visit In his father, tbe Rev. J. Collinson, of Boldon, 



1855.] HISTORICAL REOI8TEB OF REMARKABLE EVENTS. 867 

delivered a lecture this evening, in the Mechanics* Institnte, South Shields, 
upon " Arctic Discoveries." The building was crowded on the occasion. 

Septmher 5. The Northumberland Militia, after a stay of eight months 
at Alnwick, marched to Tynemouth Castle, in order to occupy the bar- 
racks there. 

5. A Polytechnic Exhibition was opened at Darlington, in 

aid of the funds of the Mechanics' Institute of that town. The display of 
pictures was remarkably large and fine, nearly 400 being exhibited, 
and the various departments of British manufactures were respectably 
represented. A multitude of curiosities, specimens of natural history, 
photographs, <&c., were also lent by the gentry and inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood; and lectures, music, <&c., were introduced at intervals 
during the evening. The attendance each day was very numerous, and 
at the close of the exhibition, on the 22nd October, the total receipts 
exceeded £800. 

6. Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal Family passed 

through this district, by railway, on their way to Scotland. Much enthu- 
siasm was manifested by the inhabitants as the train passed along. 

— — 10. Intelligence of the capture of Sebastopol on the previous 
day was received in Newcastle and the neighbouring towns, by electric 
telegraph, and was everywhere received with enthusiastic joy. Flags 
were displayed, bells rung, bonfires lighted, and cannon fired, whilst strains 
of music enlivened the feelings, and congratulations were everywhere 
exchanged with thankfulness and pride. The happy tidings fast spread 
to the rural districts, and many hamlets were startled from their ordinary 
quietude by the transports of the inhabitants. 

10. Died, at Norham, aged 67, the Rev. Wm. Stephen Gilly, 

D.D., vicar of that place, and canon of Durham. The deceased made himself 
conspicuous for his efforts on behalf of the Waldenses, a people to whom 
he was a zealous friend, and to whose claims on Protestants he was 
the first to draw attention. By his exertions a college and library were 
erected and endowed for them in Piedmont, and he was engaged in further 
efforts on their behalf at the time of his death. His principal works are 
** Excursions to the Mountains of Piedmont," " Waldensian Researches," 
1831; " Memoir of Felix Neff," &c., &c. Dr. Gilly was one of the first 
who sought to ameliorate the condition of the agricultural labourer in 
North Northumberland, and his benevolent suggestions have been carried 
out with great spirit by several influential landowners. In April, 1857, 
an elegant statue of the deceased was placed in Norham church, having 
been erected by subscription. The figure was executed by Lough, and is 
of full size, in a recumbent position. 

18. Died, in Durham, aged 59, James F. W. Johnston, F.R.S., 

lecturer on chemistry and mineralogy in Durham University. The de- 
ceased had been long celebrated for his literary and scientific attainments, 
and his works on agricultural chemistry are highly esteemed. His last 
production, '^ The Chemistry of Common Life," had been finished but a 
short time before his death, and its pleasing style caused it to be exceed- 
ingly popular. 

19. The large piece of water known as Prestwick Car, near 

Newcastle, being about to be drained, enclosed, and cultivated, the prin- 
cipal proprietors. Admiral Mitford, M. Bell, Esq., &c., had a fishing 
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excursion apon it, and sacceeded in catching upwards of 1,000 fine pike, 
perch, and eels. 

September 19. One of the boilers, at Eibblesworth colliery, Durham, 
burst this morning with fearful violence. A man, named Bewley, was 
standing upon it at the time, and was blown an immense height into the 
air, his body making a deep indentation in the earth when it fell, nearly 
200 yards from the pit. Four other men were severely scalded, but re- 
covered. April 24, 1856, another explosion took place at the same col- 
liery, by which two men were killed. 

23. The parish church of St. Mary, Oateshead, was re- opened 

for Divine service, after having been nearly entirely rebuilt — a necessary 
result of the devastation suffered in the great explosion. (See p. 352.) 
The restorations were designed by Mr. Dobson, and gained much com- 
mendation. A window, commemorative of the awful desolation of 1854, 
executed by Mr. Wailes, was placed in the church, and has a fine effect. 

23. A new Primitive Methodist chapel was opened at Hough- 

ton-le-Spring. 

27. Died, in Newcastle, aged 68, John Adamson, Esq. The 

deceased, who was the youngest son of Lieut. Cuthbert Adamson, B. N., 
was bom in Gateshead, and, after being educated at the Newcastle Gram- 
mar School, was sent, at an early age, to Lisbon, where his elder brother 
was already established. Owing to the state of the Peninsula, however, 
Mr. Adamson returned after a brief sojourn, and was articled to Mr. 
Davidson, of Newcastle, clerk of the peace for Northumberland. In 1811, 
he was appointed under-sheriff of Newcastle, an office which he held un- 
til the passing of the Municipal Corporation Act, twenty-four years after, 
and be^des filling many other offices of trust, he was, for twenty-two 
years, secretary of die Carlisle Railway Company, and for a lengthened period 
secretary of the Literary and Philosophical and the Antiquarian Societies, 
of Newcastle. With a highly cultivated taste for literature, natural his- 
tory, and antiquities, Mr. Adamson was not so frequent a writer as his 
friends might have wished, but his '^ Memoirs of the Life and Writings 
of Camoens,** published in 1820, will ever remain a durable record of his 
genius. His other works are ^' Bibliotheca Ludtania** (a catalogue of his 
valuable library of Portuguese literature, which was nearly entirely de« 
fitroyed by fire in April, 1849); " Lusitania lUustrata, or Notices of the 
History, Antiquities, Literature, (&c., of Portugal," 1842 and 1846; nu- 
merous sonnets, and papers in the Archieologia ^liana, the Monthly 
Mirror, and many other periodicals. In reward for his services to the 
literature of Portugal, Queen Maria conferred upon Mr. Adamson the 
Orders of Christ and of the Tower and Sword ; he was also a corresponding 
member of the Royal Societies at Copenhagen, Stockholm, Courland, 
Madrid, and other places, besides being an honorary member of almost 
every British literary institution of importance. Mr. Adamson was 
highly respected in the district, and his sudden death was widely regretted. 

28. The foundation-stone of a new church at Otterbum, was 

laid by the Rev. Canon Baillie, rector of Elsdon, in the presence of Lord 
Redesdale, Admiral Mitford, and nearly all the principal inhabitants of the 
district. The church, which is very beautiful, was built at the sole 
expense of the Misses Davidson and Mrs. Askew, and was designed by 
Mr. Dobson, of Newcastle. 
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October 1. A new Independent chapel was opened in Cambridge 
Street, Sonth Shields. 

4. A violent thunder storm broke over North Northumber- 
land, and did much damage in several places. At North Sunderland, a 
man, named William Lawson, whilst sitting in a granary, was struck by 
lightning, and killed on the spot. At Amble, the electric fluid entered 
the Ship Inn, and broke a quantity of glass, &c., the family escaping in a 
providential manner. 

6. A meeting of the shareholders of the Newcastle Commer- 
cial Bank was held in that town, to consider a previous recommendation of 
the directors to dissolve the concern. Those gentlemen, however, now 
withdrew their suggestion, reporting that they had opened communica- 
tions, through Mr. Alderman Kennedy, with influential capitalists in 
London, who were willing to purchase the interest of all or any of the 
existing shareholders at the par price of £5 per share. The shareholders 
present expressed their approbation of this step, and the meeting broke up. 
A few weeks after, the old directors retired, and the new board was con- 
stitnted of Messrs R. H. Kennedy, R. Keating, M.P., F. J. Law, James 
Badlier, M.P., and F. Valiant, of London, and W. Walker, of Gateshead. 

5. The foundation-stone of a new church, to be erected in the 

village of Willington, in the parish of Brancepeth, Durham, was laid by 
Viscountess Boyne. The church, which was built from a design by Mr. 
Cory, of Durham, affords accommodation for 300 persons. The clergy, 
gentry, <fec., present at the ceremony, were afterwards entertained to a 
sumptuous luncheon at Brancepeth Castle. 

6. The friends of Mr. Alderman David Haggie having had 

his portrait taken, presented it to the Corporation of Gateshead, " to give 
enduring impression to the grateful sense entertained by the public of his 
conduct as chief magistrate" during the great calamity, of which this was 
the first anniversary. In addition to the portrait, an elegant silver 
epergne was presented to Mrs. Haggie, bearing a suitable inscription. 

8. A terrible boiler explosion occurred at Walker Iron Works, 

near Newcastle, the property of Messrs Losh, Wilson, and Bell, by which 
seven workmen were killed, and several others injured. 

17. The Queen and the Royal Family passed through this 

district, on the return of the Court to the south. The Royal train 
stayed only a few minutes at Benvick and Newcastle, but was received 
at both places by a great number of the inhabitants, with every mark of 
respect. At Darlington, the high-bailiff (F. Mewburn, Esq.,) and H. 
Pease, Esq., were introduced to her Majesty by Sir George Grey, and 
presented an address to Prince Albert from the committee of the Poly- 
technic Exhibition, to which his royal highness was a contributor. The 
royal party then proceeded on their journey. 

20. Died, at Longhirst, aged 80, William Lawson, Esq.,high- 

sheriflTof Northumberland in 1840. 

20. A destructive fire broke out this morning, in the patent 

ropery of Mr. John Hay, at Monkwearmouth. The work-people, forty 
in number, saved themselves with some difficulty, and the damage was 
estimated at £11,000. 

21. A brutal murder was discovered to have been committed 

at Waterloo, near Matfen, Northumberland, on the body of an old woman, 
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named Dorothy Bewicke. Waterloo consists of four or five miserable 
cottages, all of which belonged to the deceased, who occupied the largest, 
and let the others to vagrant hawkers, besom-makers, &c. The old woman 
had gained the reputation of being wealthy, and it was no doubt the ex- 
pectation of finding money which led to her fate. On her neighbours en- 
tering her house this morning, they found the kitchen in a state of great 
confusion, and the body of the murdered woman was lying upon the floor 
of her bed-room up stairs. Her hands were pinioned across her breast with 
a leather strap, and her legs were tied together with an old halter; she 
had evidently been strangled, the marks of fingers upon her throat being 
quite observable. Every portion of the bed-room and its contents had 
been ransacked, and even the bed-tick of the deceased had been cut open 
in seaixjh of money ; the murderers having obscured the front window with 
sacks and other articles, in order to elude the observation of travellers 
during their search. The announcement of the murder created the deepest 
horror throughout the county, and suspicion having settled upon a party 
of besom-makers occupying one of the cottages, but absent at the time of 
the occurrence, James Conroy, his two lodgers, Michael Allan and John 
Simm, Isabella Allan, mother of Michael, and Jane and Ellen Allan, his 
sisters, were apprehended by the police, and committed for trial on the 
charge of wilful murder. February 29, 1856, they were brought up at 
the Northumberland assizes, before Mr. Justice Willes, when 8imm was 
admitted a witness for the Crown, without, however, adding materially to 
the strongly suspicious facts adduced by others. After a two days' trial, 
the prisoners were acquitted. 

October 23. The portrait of Ralph Ward Jackson, Esq., was presented 
to the West Hartlepool Improvement Commissioners, in trust for the town, 
by a number of the inhabitants, as a tribute of esteem for his character 
and genius. The afternoon was observed as a holiday in the town, and a 
dinner took place in the evening, to which 170 gentlemen sat down. 

29. It was discovered that Mr. Robert Martinson, a cashier in 

the District Bank, Newcastle, had suddenly decamped with the sum of 
£4,264, the property of his employers, which he had had in his possession 
from the 17th July. The delinquent was captured on the 17th of Novem- 
ber, at Southampton, when about to sail for America, and £2,473 of the 
stolen money was recovered. He was tried for the oflence before Baron 
Martin, on the 4th December, and transported for fourteen years. 

31. The annual meeting of the Northern Union of Mechanics* 

Institutions was held in Newcastle, Earl Grey, lord-lieutenant of North- 
umberland, presiding. The delegates, accompanied by the mayor and the 
members of the Corporation, the Hon. H. G. Liddell, M.P., Mr. Headlam, 
M.P., Mr. Ingham, M.P., &c., &c., met his lordship at noon, when the 
"Exhibition of Art and Science" was formally opened in the Victoria 
Rooms, Grey Street. A conference of delegates was afterwards held in 
the Mechanics' Institute, Blackett Street, Earl Grey in the chair, and, after 
the business was concluded, the party proceeded to dinner in the Central 
Exchange Hotel, where 200 gentlemen sat down. The chair was occupied 
by Earl Grey, and the vice-chairs by Mr. Headlam, M.P., Mr. Ingham, 
M.P., and Mr. Howard, of Corby Castle; and amongst the company were 
the mayors of Newxastle and Gateshead, the Hon. H. G. Liddell, the vicar 
of Newcastle, John Grey, Esq., H. Morton, Esq., &c., &c. The proceed- 
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ings of the day closed with a soiree in the Music Hall, where Earl Grey 
also presided. 

November 1. A neat Gothic structure, erected by the Wesleyans of 
Shotley Bridge, was opened for Divine service. It accommodates 500 
hearers. 

5. A boiler explosion occurred at Consett Iron Works, Dur- 
ham, when a man, named Eltringham, who was standing near the boiler 
at the time, was killed. Several other men were seriously scalded. 

6. ITie neighbourhood of Bumopfield, about six miles from 

Gateshead, was alarmed by the discovery that a young man, named 
Robert Stirling, an assistant of Mr. Watson, surgeon, at Bumopfield, had 
been murdered in a shocking manner. Mr. Stirling left his employer's 
house on the 1st inst., to visit some patients at Garesiield and other places, 
and he was last seen alive about one o'clock in the afternoon, when he was 
returning home. From that time, all traces of him were lost; and, 
although search was made in every direction, he was not found until this 
day, when his body was discovered by his father in Smails' Wood, a planta- 
tion about one mile from Bumopfield. It was evident that he had been 
shot whilst walking along the lane, and his body had been afterwards 
dragged through a hedge into the wood, where his throat had been cut, 
and his head terribly shattered, apparently with the butt end of a gun. 
His watch, a ring which he wore, and his purse, containing a few shillmgs, 
had been taken from his body, which had then been concealed in the brush- 
wood. As the deceased had been in the neighbourhood for only ten days, 
it was surmised that he had not been the victim originally marked by his 
murderers; and the day of his death having been that fixed for Lady 
Strathmore's rent-day, it was supposed he had been mistaken for some of 
her ladyship's tenants. March 6, 1856, John Cain and Richard Rayne 
were arraigned at Durham, before Baron Martin, for the crime, but, at the 
request of the counsel for the prosecution, the trial was postponed until 
the summer assizes. On the 25th and 26th July, accordingly, the pri- 
soners were tried before Mr. Justice Willcs, Mr. Overend conducting the 
prosecution, and Mr. Monk and Mr. Davison being employed for the 
defence. The evidence was entirely circumstantial, and although deep 
suspicion rested upon the prisoners, more particularly on Cain, who was 
well known as a smuggling desperado under the cognomen of " Whisky 
Jack," the jury returned a verdict of acquittal. 

8. The Rev. Clement Moody, vicar of Newcastle, was pre- 
sented with an elegant silver candelabrum, value £140, and a purse 
containing £880, by a number of the inhabitants, '^ in testimony of their 
admiration and esteem for his very energetic and efficient services." The 
presentation was made by the mayor, in the vestry of St. Nicholas' Church, 
and in the presence of a numerous and influential assemblage. 

8. A windmill at Hendon, near Sunderland, occupied by Mr. 

Wood, miller, took fire this morning, and was burnt to the ground. About 
£450 worth of fiour and wheat were in the premises, and were also con- 
sumed. 

9. The annual election of chief magistrates took place, with 

the following result: — Newcastle, Ralph Park Philipson (Anthony Nichol, 
jiheriflf ). Gateshead, James Smith. Tynemouth, William Linskill. South 
Shields, Thomas Stainton. Sunderland, Anthony John Moore. Durham, 
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John Henry Forster. Hartlepool^ Thomas Robson. StodbUm^ Joeepih 
By era. Morpeth, Wm. Trotter, M.D. Berwick, Robert Ramsey (Patrick 
Clay, sheriff). 

November 14. Died, at Capheaton, Northumberland, aged 67, Edward 
Swinburne, Esq., eldest son of Sir John Edward Swinburne, Bart. 

14. The officers of the 4th Lancashire Militia, stationed at 

Berwick, gave an amateur performance in the theatre of that town. The 
house was crowded in every part, and the performances gave great satis* 
faction. 

15. It being known that a large quantity of carboretted hy- 
drogen gas was being constantly emitted from the bed of the river Wear, 
in the Bishop's Meadows, near Durham, a contrivance was used this even- 
ing by which it was collected and lighted near the surface of the water. 
The experiment proved very successful, the banks of the stream being 
brilliantly illuminated with a very fine effect. 

21. The Southwick saw-mills, near Sunderland, were dis- 
covered to be on fire this afternoon, and before the fiames could be extin- 
guished almost the whole of the premises were burnt to the ground. 

24. The opening of the commimication between the south 

dock, Sunderland, and a capacious extension of it recently finished, took 
place with some rejoicing, llie first vessel which entered the new por- 
tion of the dock was her Majesty's cutter Seaflower, which sailed in with 
all her colours flying. By this addition the area of the dock was 
increased to 32 acres. In February, 1856, the southern half-tide 
basiu and the sea-outlet were finished, together with a tidal harbour 
which had been enclosed from the sea, and which has a deep water chan- 
nel cut through the magnesian rock. This portion of the company's 
works was opened on the 5th March following, when four gun-boats, 
built on the Wear, proceeded to sea through tlie new outlet, the first of 
the vessels being steered by the mayor (Mr. Moore). The proceedings 
were witnessed by several thousand spectatore. The cost of the docks up 
to this date was about £640,000, and the area enclosed from the sea for 
the tidal harbour, quays, warehouses, &c., was 127 acres. 

December 3. Mr. Justice Willes and Baron Martin, two of her Ma- 
jesty's justices, anived in Newcastle for the purpose of holding a general 
gaol delivery. This was the first winter assize held in Northumberland 
or Newcastle. 

11. The turning of the first sod of the works for the Border 

Counties Railway took place at Tyne Green, Hexham, the ceremony be- 
ing performed by W. H. Charlton, Esq., of Hesleyside, chairman of the 
company, amidst great cheering from the multitude assembled. The 
line leaves the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway at Hexham, and the 
works, twenty-six miles in length, were contracted to be executed for 
£180,000. A public dinner took place in the evening, at Hexham, in 
honour of the event. 

19. In consequence, it was supposed, of a sudden frost in the 

higher part of the stream, the bed of the Tweed was all but dry for se- 
veral hours. Tlie phenomenon excited much astonishment. 

22. This morning, a woman, named Beardsmore, was dis- 
covered lying in the passage of a i)ublic-house occupied by herself and 
husband, in Neville Street, Newcatitle. The unfortunate woman charged 
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her husband with havmg thrust her out of one of the up-stairs windows, 
and she died a few days after of the injuries she had received. Both hus- 
band and wife were of very dissipated habits, and it afterwards transpired 
that they had had a serious quarrel during the night, at the termination 
of which a crash was heard of the woman falling into a passage by the 
side of the house. Beardsmore was tried at the ensuing spring assizes, 
before Baron Martin, when the bill for manslaughter was thrown out, but 
he was sentenced to six months^ imprisonment for an assault. 

December 23. The Lyceum Theatre, at Sunderland, was entirely de- 
stroyed by fire, with all the valuable scenery and wardrobe. The loss 
was estimated at about £5,000. 

26. Died, at Bath, aged 79, Miss Bowes, daughter of Andrew 

Robinson Stoney Bowes, £sq., and Mary Eleanor, Countess of Strathmore. 

28. Died, at Durham, aged 75, Edward Shipperdson, Esq., 

of Murton and Hallgarth, Durham. The deceased left his extensive 
estates to his nephew the Kev. E. H. Hopper, who took the name of 
Shipperdson. 

29. An incendiary fire occurred at Hylton Castle, near Sun- 
derland, by which a quantity of farming stock was destroyed. 

29. Mr. lliomas Chrisp, of Hawkhill, Northumberland, was 

entertained to dinner at Alnwick, and presented with a service of plate 
by the agriculturists of Northumberland, in appreciation of the honour 
conferred upon that county by the successful competition of his short- 
homed buU at the Paris Universal Exhibition in June, 1855. 

31. The new Theatre Royal, Bedford Street, Sunderland, 

which had been recently erected by Mr. Roxby, at a cost of £7,000, was 
opened. The performances were " The Muleteer of Toledo," " The Little 
Treasure," &c., &c. 

31. James Buglass, lately superintendent of police at South 

Shields, was convicted at Durham sessions of having embezzled a large 
sum of money received by him as fines from prisoners. He was sentenced 
to one year's imprisonment. 

1855. During the autumn of this year, the Sodety of Antiquaries 
of Newcastle carried on an extensive exploration on the site of the an- 
cient Roman Station of Brcmenium ( Rochester). The search resulted in 
the discovery of the principal streets of the station, and of nearly 100 
coins, and several bells, spoons, sandals, ornaments, pieces of Samiau ware, 
&c., &c. 

1856. About the beginning of this year, workmen commenced cutting 
a deep trench, and erecting earthworks, m front of the entrance to Tyne- 
mouth Castle. The works were executed at the cost of the Tyne Im- 
provement Commissioners, who were at liberty to use all the stone which 
was excavated, for the formation of the north pier at the mouth of the river. 

January 2. An influential meeting of the gentry, clergy, &c., of North- 
umberland, Durham, Berwick, and Newcastle, was held in the Assembly 
Rooms of the last-named town, for the purpose of extending the Juvenile 
Reformatory School, established at Newcastle by a few philanthropic in- 
dividuals, into a central institution worthy of the entire district. Earl 
Grey occupied the chair, and nearly all the principal landed gentlemen, 
and many clergymen, merchants, &c., were present. Resolutions in favour 
of the proposed scheme were moved by Lord Ravensworth, Thomas. 
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Sopwith, Esq., J. Hodgson Hinde, Esq., J. H. H. Atkinson, Esq., Rev. L. 
S. Orde, R. B. Sanderson, Jan., Esq., Hon. H. G. Liddell, Joseph Pease, 
Esq., the vicar of Berwick, J. Grey, Esq., R. Ingham, Esq., M.P., and 
E. Riddell, Esq., and the proceedings throughout were characterised by 
the utmost unanimity. 

January 4. Captain John Carr, son of Ralph Carr, Esq., of Hedgley, 
Northumberland, was entertained to dinner at the Black Bull Inn, Gates- 
head, on his safe return from the Crimea. Samuel Parker, Esq., and 
George Hawks, Esq., were the chairman and vice-chainnan, and a great 
number of gentlemen were present. January 17, Captain Carr was 
entertained at Whittingham, and presented with an elegant sword by 
Lord Ravens worth, in the name of the inhabitants of that neighbourhood. 

7. Owing to contrary winds, the number of vessels in the 

Tyne, nearly all loaded and ready to sail, was quite unprecedented. The 
entire number in the harbour was 984, the value of which, estimated at 
£d per ton, was £1,574,000, and the value of the cargoes could not be 
much less than £100,000. 

11. Died, at Newton Hall, Northumberland, 8. E. Widdring- 

ton, Esq., Captain R.N., and Knight of the Tower and Sword. The de- 
ceased was a son of the Rev. Joseph Cook, M.A., of Newton Hall, and 
saw much service during the war. In 1840, he took the name of Wid- 
drington, having succeeded to one moiety of the estates of that family, and 
he subsequently purchased the remaining half. In 1834, he published 
" Sketches in Spain in 1829, '30, '31, and '32,'' one of the completest 
works on Spain which we possess; and in 1843 he published another 
book, " Spain and the Spaniards in 1843." He filled the office of high- 
sheriff of Northumberland in 1854. The estates of this ancient North- 
umbrian family descended to the deceased's nephew, S. F. Jacson, Esq., 
of Newton Bank, Cheshire, who took the name of Widdrington. 

16. At the sale, at Whickham, of the effects of William E. 

Brockett (late a solicitor in Newcastle), a silver tea-pot, cream-jug, and 
sugar-basin of unique pattern, weighing 65 oz. 17 dwt., were sold to S. 
Parker, Esq., of Dunston, at the extraordinary rate of 50s. per ounce, 
the total amount being £164, 12s. 6d. An engraving of the sugar-basin 
embellishes Dr. Dibdin's " Northern Tour." 

19. At a meeting in Newcastle of the promoters of a British 

College of Practical Mining and Manufacturing Science for the North of 
England, a letter was read from Mr. Hugh Taylor, agent of the Duke 
of Northumberland, offering a donation of £5,000 to the funds, on the 
part of his grace, provided £15,000 should be raised by other means, and 
of £10,000, if £30,000 were contributed. 

29. About midnight, the shop occupied by Mr. Baxter, grocer, 

York Street, Stockton, was discovered to be on fire. Mr. Baxter resided 
above the shop, and so rapid was the progress of the flames, that he was 
obliged to escape from his bedchamber window in his night-clothes. The 
premises were completely destroyed. 

Februan/ 3. An elegant Gothic chapel, for the Methodist New Con- 
nexion, was opened at Mount Pleasant, Gateshead. 

4. At a meeting of the Literary and Philosophical Society, 

Newcastle, it was announced that the sum of £3,100, required by the 
of Mr. Stephenson's offer (see p. 337), had been raised, with £200 




1856.] HISTORICAL REGISTER OF REMARKADLE EVENTS. 875 

to spare. The subscription to the institation was in consequence reduced 
to one guinea, and within a few months of this alteration the number of 
members was more than doubled. 

Febimary 5. The election of a member of Parliament for Newcastle, in 
the room of J. B. Blackett, Esq., who had resigned owing to ill health, 
took place in the Guildhall, before the sheriff (Mr. A. Nichol). Mr. 
Alderman Hodgson and Mr. I. L. Bell nominated George Ridley, Esq., 
and Mr. Watson and Mr. Thomas proposed and seconded Mr. Richard 
Hart, a Chartist. The latter, however, retired, and Mr. Ridley was de- 
clared duly elected. 

5. A handsome service of plate was presented to Mr. John 

W. Mayson, ex-mayor of Tynemouth, by the inhabitants of that borough, 
as a testimonial of their approbation of his conduct as chief magistrate. 
The presentation was made at the Albion Hotel, by Dr. Dodd, the mayor 
(Captain Linskill) presiding. 

7. A violent gale of wind occurred this morning, and did 

great injury to property, particularly amongst shipping. At North and 
South Shields, a great number of vessels were blown from their moorings 
and dashed together, the damage being estimated at not less than £15,000. 
In Newcastle, a number of chimneys were blown down, and some narrow 
escapes occurred. One of the stone vases on the highest turret of All 
Saints* was torn off, and did some damage in its fall ; and a chimney, 70 
feet high, belonging to the brewery of Mr. Wilkinson, Westgate, was also 
overthrown, by which the neighbouring property suffered to a consider- 
able extent. At North Shields, the Wesley an school-room was unroofed, 
and the gable ends of two houses at Elder's Quay and Mil bum Place 
were blown down. At South Shields, several waggons filled with coals, 
standing upon the Stanhope coal drops, were hurled over into a vessel 
lying below, the ship receiving so much damage that she sank imme- 
diately. At Tynemouth, three houses were wholly unroofed; and at 
Monkton, a windmill was almost entirely destroyed. In the country, a 
nipnber of stacks were blown down, and trees uprooted. At Alnwick, 
Mr. Robertson, auctioneer, and his family, had a remarkable escape, the 
chimney of his house having been thrown upon the roof, and the whole 
mass falling on and around his bed. Scarcely a house in Alnwick escaped 
damage from the gale, which raged there with almost unequalled fury. 
At Blackhill, near Gateshead, a large Roman Catholic chapel, nearly 
finished, was levelled with the ground, the damage being estimated at 
about £1,000. 

9. Major Brandling, R.A., son of the late R. W. Brandling, 

Esq., of Low Gosforth, and who had greatly distinguished himself in the 
Crimea, was presented with a valuable sword by the inhabitants of New- 
castle. The presentation was made in the Guildhall, by Captain Woods, 
and a dinner afterwards took place in the Queen's Head Inn, at which 
the mayor presided. 

15. The old and valuable colliery at Willington, near New- 
castle, was suddenly inundated with water, which rapidly filled the whole 
of the workings. The workmen and horses were got up with some difii- 
culty, and the colliery was abandoned by the owners, Messrs Bell and Co. 

18. The foundation-stone of the buildings in connection with 

the new cemetery for All Saints' parish, Newcastle, was laid by Mr. 
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Alderman Blackwell, in the presence of a numerons body of the principal 
inhabitants. The buildings were designed by Mr. J. Green. 

February 19. Died, at Morwick Hall, Northumberland, General Sir 
John Grey, K.C.B., colonel of the 6th (Northumberland) Regiment of 
Foot. This distinguished officer was educated at Kepier Grammar School, 
Hough ton-le-Spring, and entered the army in 1795, his first campaign 
being in India, against the celebrated Tippoo Saib. He afterwards served 
in Spain and Portugal, with the 5th Foot, and was present in several 
actions. After passing through every grade in the service, he was ap- 
pointed, in 1843, commander of the left wing of the army of Gwalior, and 
in that capacity he defeated a Mahratta force of 12,000 men, at Punniar, 
in December, 1843. In 1850, he became commander-in-chief of the forces 
in Bombay, an office which he held until 1852. Sir John, who was nearly 
related to the noble families of his own name at Wark and Howick, left 
no posterity, and his estates descended to the Right Hon. Sir George 
Grey, Bart., M.P., of Falloden. 

20. A public dinner was given at Hetton-le-Hole, Durham, 

to Nicholas Wood, Esq., in token of the high esteem entertained for that 
gentleman by the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. The chair was taken 
by the Rev. J. S. Nichol, and upwards of 160 gentlemen were present. 

25. Died, at Malta, aged 42, John Campbell Renton, Elsq., 

of Lamberton, some years member of Parliament for Berwick. 

29. Died, at Weymouth, aged 61, the Rev. Ralph LyoOi D.D. 

The deceased was a native of Hexham, and, after commencing his educa- 
tion at the Grammar School of that town, he proceeded to Cambridge 
University, where he took the high position of fifth wrangler, in 1820. 
In 1823, he was appointed head-master of Sherborne School, a post he 
occupied with great credit for twenty-two years. 

29. This morning, the Roman Catholic seminary of St. Nini- 

an's, at Wooler, was discovered to be on fire, and in a short time the entire 
building was in flames. Nearly the whole of the furniture and the books 
in the library, valued at £700, together with all the decorations of the 
chapel, were consumed. The chapel itself was in the course of erection, 
and was not materially damaged. The entire loss of property by the fire 
was estimated at about £3,000. 

March, The estate of Bradley, near Wylam, Northumberland, was 
purchased by J. Walker, Esq., of Seaton Bum, for £40,000. 

1. The Marchioness of Londonderry entertained upwards of 

3,000 pitmen and workpeople, employed on her ladyship's collieries, to a 
substantial dinner, in the large works of Mr. Hopper, at Chilton, near 
Fence Houses, Durham. The noble entertainer had caused excellent pro- 
vision to be made, eight bullocks, fifteen sheep, a ton of plum pudding, a 
ton and a half of bread, one hundred bushels of potatos, and fifty barrels 
of ale, being the principal items of the feast. The chair was taken by 
Earl Vane, the Marchioness of Londonderry being seated on his right, and 
the Countess Vane on his left. On the platform were Mr. Mowbray, 
M.P., Mr. Hugh Taylor (chairman of the Coal Trade), Mr. Commissioner 
Ellison, Mr. Baker Baker, the mayors of Durham and Sunderland, Mr. 
G. Elliott, &c., &c. The Marchioness of Londonderry delivered a lengthy 
npeech during the afternoon, which was received with enthusiastic ap- 
^^iMMe, and the proceedings passed ofi* most agreeably to all present. 
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March 6. Died, at Harehope, near Alnwick, aged 37, Oswiii Baker 
Cresewell, Esq., eldest son of A. J. B. Cresswell, Esq., of Cresswell. 

6. Married, in London, Wentworth Blackett Beaumont, Esq., 

M.P., of Bywell, Northumberland, to the Lady Margaret Anne De Burgh, 
fourth daughter of the Marquis of Clanricarde. Great rejoicings took 
place on the vast estates of the honourable gentleman in Northumberland 
and Durham, all his tenants, lead-miners, labourers, &c., being entertained 
at Hexham, Bywell, Allendale, and Weardale, with great liberality, the 
celebration terminating at each place with a ball. At Hexham £100, in 
Weardale £200, and smaller amounts in other places, were distributed 
amongst the poor, and a grand ball and supper to the principal inhabitants 
of Newcastle, Hexham, and the neighbouring districts, took place at By- 
well Hall. 

6. A meeting took place in the Town Hall, Durham, to take 

measures for the erection of a public monument in honour of the late 
Marquis of Londonderry, K.G., lord-lieutenant of the county. The Duke 
of Cleveland took the chair, and resolutions in furtherance of the object 
of the meeting were proposed and supported by Mr. J. J. Wright, of Sun- 
derland, the mayor of Newcastle, the mayor of Durham, Mr. R. Carr, of 
Bishopwearmouth, Mr. Pemberton, of Barnes, &c., and carried unani- 
mously. Upwards of £1,000 were subscribed before the meeting 
broke up. 

8. About midnight this evening, a fire broke out in a large shop 

in High Street, Sunderland, one side of which was occupied by Mr. John 
Thompson, hatter, and the other by Mr. Russell, draper. The fire burnt 
with such rapidity, that Mr. Russell and his family had the utmost diffi- 
culty in escaping from the rooms above, and scarcely any portion of the 
stock in the premises could be saved. A man, named John Mills, whilst 
endeavouring to remove some articles from Mr. Russell's shop, was unfor- 
tunately burnt to death. Mr. Russell's loss was very heavy, and great 
public sympathy was manifested towards him, a considerable sum being 
raised by subscription for his benefit. 

'• 11. A public dinner was given at the Palatine Hotel, Sun- 
derland, to Mr. E. D, Davis, lessee and manager of the Lyceum Theatre, 
in that town, the mayor (Mr. Moore) in the chair. In the course of the 
evening his worship presented Mr. Davis with a purse containing £225, 
as a testimonial of the sympathy of the inhabitants of Sunderland on his 
recent loss. {See p. 378). 

12. Died, at Belsay, in his 100th year, Mr. Anthony Scott. 

19. The steam flour mill of Mr. Malthouse, at Hartlepool, 

took fire this evening, and was entirely burnt to the ground. The stock, 
machinery, &c., were valued at nearly £1,000. 

28. The Presbyterian congregation worshipping in Maling's 

Rig chapel, Sunderland, having purchased Bethany chapel, Hedworth 
Terrace, celebrated their opening services there this day. 

24. The foundation-stone of a new Wesleyan chapel was laid 

at Blaydon, near Gateshead. The edifice accommodates 400 persons, and 
was opened on the 7th September following. 

24. Tlie completion of the Hexham Subscription Schools was 

celebrated by a bazaar and soiree in that town ; and a public meeting, 
which took place in the evening, was addressed by the Hon. H. G. Liddell, 

3b 
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M.P., Mr. Ridley, M.P., &c., &c. The schools, which were deaigned 
by Mr. Austin, aud cost £2,000, accommodate 300 boys and 300 girls. 
The bazaar realised £260 for the building fund. 

March. During this month, a small Roman altar, dedicated to ApoUo, 
was discovered at Chester-le-Street. 

April 2. The portraits of Mr. Alderman Toshach, and Mr. Thomas 
Salmon, town-clerk of South Shields, were hung up in the Town EDUl 
of that borough, having been presented to the Corporation by several inha- 
bitants, as a testimonial of the estimation in which the servicee of these 
gentlemen were held. 

4. The Queen in Council was pleased to approve of a scheme, 

by which, in consideration of a money payment of £6,532 per annum, the 
Bishop of Durham transferred to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners all the 
lordships, manors, lands, tenements, and revenues of the once regal patri- 
mony of St. Cuthbert. The only exceptions were the park and gromids 
attached to Auckland Castle. 

11. Madame Goldschmidt (Jenny Land) appeared at a grand 

concert in the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle. As in other places, Uie 
audience was an overflowing one; and it was understood that the fair 
vocalist received nearly £80,000 during her short English tour. 

18. The ceremony of cutting the first sod of Ryhope new 

colliery was performed by Miss Louisa Nicholson, daughter of W, Nichol- 
son, Esq., of Bishop wearmouth, in the presence of a numerous concourse 
of spectators. 

19. Much rejoicing took place at Page Bank colliery, Whit- 
worth, Durham, on the discovery of the Harvey seam of coal, after three 
years' laborious and expensive operations. 

21. Died, at Kirknewton, Northumberland, whilst in a state 

of mental despondency, the Rev. Moses Mitchell, vicar of that place. 

24. A monster floating battery, constructed by Messrs 

Palmer Brothers, at Jarrow, for the British Government, was launched. 
The vessel was named the Terror, and was of immense strength. It was 
upwards of 2,000 tons burthen, being three-decked, and was built to carry 
twenty guns of the largest calibre. Tlie Terror sailed on the 27th for 
Sheemess. 

25. Died, at Villeneuve, France, in his 85th year, John 

Fenwick Burgoyne Blackett, Esq., of Wylam, Northumberland, one of 
the representatives of Newcastle in Parliament from 1852 imtil Febmaiy, 
1857. The deceased gained high honours at the University of Oxfoid, 
and^his rare excellence as a public speaker, unremitting attention to busi- 
ness, and pleasing manners, made him a general favourite with all classes, 
and caused his premature death to be very widely regretted. Mr. Black- 
ett's portrait has been recently engraved by Bell, after a sketch by 
Talford. 

28. The foundation-stone of the new church for tihie Virgin 

Mary Hospital was laid at Rye Hill, Newcastle, by the mayor (Ralph P. 
Philipson, Esq.). The church was designed by Mr. J. Green, and near it 
have been erected the almshouses for the brethren of the hospital. 

29. Died, at Gosforth House, near Newcastle, Thomas Smith, 

Esq., the senior partner in the eminent firm of Messrs T. and W. Smith, 
shipbuilders. 
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AprU 80. Died, in the workhouse, Newcastle, aged 85, Mr. Samuel 
Wall Nicholson, some years lessee of the Theatre Royal in that town. 

■ About the end of this month, the remains of a Roman hypo- 

cauBt were disinterred at Chester-le- Street, near the Deanery Garden, 
and no doubt can now be entertained that a station had existed near the 
same spot. 

3ic^ 1. The river boundaries of the ancient Corporation of Newcastle 
were surveyed by the mayor, accompanied by nearly all the members of 
the Council ; and the time-honoured custom having been discontinued for 
five years, more than usual interest was excited along the banks of the 
Tyne. The Corporations of Gateshead and South Shields, the Brethren 
of the Trinity House, the River Commissioners, the Stewards of the In- 
eorporated Companies of Newcastle, and several private parties, accompa- 
nied the civic barge. 

2. Peace with Russia was proclaimed in Newcastle, with 

much ceremony. At noon, detachments of the 85th Regiment, of the 7th 
Dragoon Guards, and of the Newcastle Volunteer Cavalry and Infantry, 
marched to the Guildhall, where they were joined by the clergy, the 
mayor and members of the Corporation, the mayor and Corporation of Gates- 
head, and some of the principal inhabitants of both towns. A procession 
having been formed, the mayor, under-sheriff, and others, advanced to the 
centre of the Sandhill, where the proclamation of peace was read by the 
town-clerk. The procession then moved up the Side, Dean Street, Grey 
Street, &c., to the White Cross, Newgate Street, when the proclamation 
was again read ; and the same formality was gone through a third time 
at St. Nicholas* Square, where the assemblage separated. The under- 
sheriffs of Northumberland and Durham read the proclamation in a simi- 
lar manner in the principal towns of their bailiwicks. May 29, a general 
holiday took place throughout the district in celebration of the peace. 

' 10. Whilst workmen were removing the premises at the 

Head of the Side, Newcastle, previously occupied by Mr. Dickinson, 
tobacconist, to make way for the new street to the high-level bridge, they 
discovered the remains of an ancient building which had originally stood 
upon the site. A doorway and two windows, probably of about the four- 
teenth century, were laid bare, as well as the original oaken roof of a large 
apartment. No record appears to exist by which the original purposes of 
the building can be discovered, but, from the evident magnitude of the 
erections, it is probable they were of a monastic character. About the 
same time two very large antlers were found in the Blue Bell Inn yard, 
Side, about 16 feet below the surface. 

. 12. Workmen commenced to demolish the chapel in Blackett 
Street, Newcastle, originally called the Scotch Church {see Sykes, Vol. 
ii., p. 141), but afterwards the property of the United Secession body 
who had determined to rebuild it in a style worthy of the locality. 
August 25, the foundation-stone of the new edifice was laid by the Rev. 
M. Macnaughten. The structure, which was designed by Mr. M. Thomp- 
son, is in the geometrical style, and has a spire 100 feet high. 

13. A bazaar, in aid of the fund for the erection of new 

schools upon the site of the old Orphan House, Newcastle, was opened in 
the Music Hall, in that town, and was continued until the evening of 
the 16th. The sum realised by admissions and sales of fancy articles 
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amounted to upwards of £1,700. The Orphan House, which was one of 
Wesley's earliest erections, was soon after demolished, and a spacious 
school was built upon the site. 

May 16. Died, at the Cape of Grood Hope, aged 48, the Right 
Rev. John Armstrong, D.D., Bishop of Graham's Town. The deceased 
was bom in High Street, Bishop wearmouth, and was the eldest son of 
Dr. Armstrong, an eminent physician of that place, by Sarah, daughter 
of Charles Spearman, Esq., of Thomley. He was educated at Oxford^ 
and early distinguished himself by his literary attainments, his earnest- 
ness and elot^uence as^ a preacher, and his untiring exertions for the 
welfare of the poor and unfortunate. After having held several incum- 
bencies, he was appointed the first Bishop of Graham's Town, in 1853, and 
arrived in that city in October, 1854, where his truly catholic efiforts for 
the advancement of Christianity and civilization were acknowledged bj all 
sects and ranks. During his short sojourn in the colony he founded 
several educational and literary institutions, and his premature death was 
felt as an enduring loss by every inhabitant of the district. Dr. Annstnmg 
was the author of several devotional works of great excellence, and he also 
contributed largely to the '' English Review," and other serial publications. 

19. M. Kossuth paid a brief visit to Newcastle, and was 

received with great enthusiasm by his admirers. He delivered two lec- 
tures during his stay, on the Austrian Concordat, and on the 22nd, pre- 
vious to his departure, a public breakfast was given to him at the George 
Inn, at which Sir John Fife presided. On the same evening, he lectmed 
at Darlington, to a large assemblage ; and on the 26th and 27th, he delivered 
his lectures in Sunderland, where he was most enthusiastically welcomed. 

27. A woman, living at Comical Comer, South Shields, was 

cleaning a haddock for dinner, when she found a pair of gold ear-rings in 
the intestines of the fish. 

27. The First, or South Durham Regiment of Militia, which 

was 600 strong, and had been on permanent duty at Bamardcastle since 
December, 1854, was disbanded, in consequence of the restoration of 
peace. June 5, the Second, or North Durham Militia, which numbered 
256 men, was disembodied at Durham. June 20, the Northumberland 
Militia, consisting of about 250 men, was disembodied at Alnwick, but the 
artillery corps of both counties remained in training for some time after, 
at Tynemouth and Bishop Auckland. 

29. llie foundation-stone of the building intended for a 

Sailors' Home was laid at Sunderland. The mayor. Corporation, and 
clergy of the borough, and many of the principal shipowners and mer- 
chants walked in procession from the Exchange to the intended site, 
where the stone was laid by the mayor, amidst loud acclamations from an 
immense assemblage. The Home was opened on December 15, without 
any demonstration of a public character. It is in the Flemish style of 
architecture, and affords accommodation to seventy seamen, the business 
of the shipping office being also transacted in the building. The cost of 
the erection was £4,000. 

29. Tlie foundation-stone of a new chapel for the Wesley an 

Refonners of North Shields was laid in Howard Street, in that town. 
ITie building was designed by Mr. Dobson, of Newcastle, and cost about 
£2,500. It was opened for Divine service on the 19th February, 1857. 
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Mity, Whilst some workmen were engaged in draining in a field 
at Adderstone, Northumberland, they came upon a vessel containing a 
quantity of Roman remains, consisting of twenty-eight coins, a brass 
scale-b^m, with weights and scales, and an article, the use of which is 
uncertain. The coins were of various emperors, from Hadrian to Aurelian 
inclusive. 

, About the end of this month, a successful attempt was made 

to navigate the river Derwent, from Shotley Bridge to the Tyne. Two 
gentlemen in a small boat completed the distance from Shotley Bridge to 
Newcastle within six hours. 

Jiine 3. The boundaries of the parish of Sunderland were perambulated 
by the authorities of the parish. On this occasion, the overseers made 
proclamation of their claim to about b\ acres of ground on the north side 
of the river, as belonging to Sunderland ; the erection of the piers, and 
other alterations, having caused the ancient channel of the river (the 
boundary of the parishes) to be left dry on the Monkwearmouth side of 
the stream. 

■ 3. The opening of the third merchandise dock at West Hart- 

lepool took place with great ceremony. The influx of visitors from Leeds, 
Newcastle, and all the towns of the district, was quite unprecedented, 
flags and streamers waved from every house, and in long lines across the 
streets, the ships in the harbour were gaily decorated, and an universal 
air of animation pervaded the locality. At three o'clock, a salute was 
tired as a signal that the dock was opened, and immediately afterwards 
a number of vessels, consisting of the new screw-steamer Ward Jackson, 
with the directors and their friends, the screw-steamer Zingari, the 
steamer Pilot, with the Corporation of the Trinity House, Newcastle, the 
screw-steamers Victor Emmanuel and Luna, and four merchant vessels, 
sailed majestically into the new dock, amidst the firing of cannon, and 
every demonstration of rejoicing. At the termination of the ceremony, 
the directors entertained about 800 of their friends to dinner, Mr. R. W. 
Jackson in the chair, and a display of fireworks took place in the evening. 
The new dock is ten acres in area, and is called the Swainson Dock. The 
total space occupied at this time by the harbour, docks, quays, &c., was 
145 acres, and the whole of the erections had been produced in little more 
than nine years ; the population of the township having arisen, during the 
same pericxl, from four hundred to upwards of eight thousand. 

16-17. A regatta took place on the Wear, at Durham. The 

sports concluded with fireworks and illuminations upon the banks of the 
river. 

18. His Imperial Highness Prince Napoleon, when on a tour 

around the British islands, paid a short visit to Newcastle. The Prince 
arrived off the mouth of the Tyne in his yacht, the '' Reine Hortense,"^ at 
an early hour, and his imperial highness and suite soon after disembarked, 
and proceeded to Newcastle by the earliest train. After breakfasting at 
the Queen's Head Inn, the distinguished visitors set off for Seghill col- 
liery, and the Prince and his friends, having clothed themselves in the cus- 
tomary dresses used in the mine, were taken down the shaft, and conducted 
into the workings. The Prince, wishing to become acquainted with the 
nature of the operations of a pitman, took up a *•*• pick," which he wielded 
vigorously for some time, but laid it down again, with an exclamation 
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that the work was far too laborious. The party afterwards visited Hart- 
ley and Beaton Sluice, and then returned to Tynemonth, where the em- 
barkation of his imperial highness took place in the afternoon, nnder a 
royal salute from the guns of the Castle. The yaoht sailed for Leith in 
the evening. 

June 19. A meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle took plaee in 
the Guildhall, the mayor in the chair, to take steps for raising a subscrip- 
tion in behalf of the unfortunate sufferers by recent extensive inundations 
in France. The Coal Trade Association headed the subscription list by a 
donation of £500, and a large sum was eventually received from the public 
generally. 

■ 23. The new cemetery at Hartlepool was consecrated by the 

Lord Bishop of Manchester. 

' 27. The new cemetery in Hylton Lane, constructed at a cost 

of £18,000, for the parish of Bishopwearmouth, was consecrated by the 
Bishop of Manchester, as commissary of the Bishop of Durham, in the 
presence of the clergy and burial board of the parish. The Bish<^ and 
his attendants afterwards proceeded to Roker Baths Hotel, where his 
lordship was received by the rector and burial board^of Monkwearmouth, 
and, after partaking of luncheon, the party proceeded to Fulwell, where 
the new cemetery for Monkwearmouth was also consecrated by the right 
rev. prelate. Both the ceremonials were attended by a numerous con- 
course of spectators. June 80, his lordship consecrated the new burial 
g^und at Berwick. July 1, the Bishop consecrated the new cemetery 
for the parish of Bedlington, the ground for which had been giv^i by the 
Bishop of Durham. 

* 28. Died, at Middleton, near Leeds, aged 68, Colonel Brand- 
ling, only son of the late Rev. R. H. Brandling, of Gosforth House, North- 
umberland. 

JiUy 2. Died, at the Chesters, Northumberland, Nathaniel, eldest 
son of the late Nathaniel Clayton, Esq., of that place and Newcastle. 
Mr. Clayton, who was educated at Harrow with Lord Byron and 
8ir Robert Peel, was an accomplished classical scholar, and the noble 
poet, speaking of his schoolfellows, in his journal, says of him, ^ Clayton 
was another school monster of learning, and talent, and hope. He was 
certainly a genius." 

6. This evening, as a pleasure party, consisting of fifteen 

persons, was returning to Newcastle, in a small boat, from Dunston, their 
frail bark was capsized immediately opposite to the Shot Tower, and the 
whole party were thrown into the Tyne. A ferrj'man, named Cooper, 
rowed to the spot, and succeeded in picking up seven of them, and another 
of the party was able to swim to the shore, but the remaining seven were 
drowned. Their names were Abraham Cohen, and Mary Ann, his daugh- 
ter; Robert Eltringham, and Isabella, his daughter; Bamnel Lemon, Henry 
Hanley, and John Rice. A subscription was raised to reward Cooper for 
his exertions in rescuing the survivors, and the Corporation presented him 
with an elegant silver medal. Same day, an accident of a similar descrip- 
tion occurred at sea, near the mouth of the Wear, to a pleasure-boat con- 
taining eight young men, belonging to Sunderland. Four of them 
fortunately clung to the mast of the boat, and were saved ; the others, whose 
names were Davison, Hutchinson, Ramsay, and Smurthwaite, were 
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drowned, and the bodies of two of the party were afterwards picked up 
at Haoxley and Cress well, Northumberland. 

Jtdy 8. The Barnardcastle Railway, which joins the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway at the last-named town, was opened amidst great re- 
joicing throughout the district. In the morning, two trains with the 
directors and their friends left the Darlington station, and, after being 
hailed along the whole of the line with the hearty congratulations of the 
inhabitants, they reached Barnardcastle, where they were received with 
every demonstration of joy. The party walked in procession from the 
station, accompanied by the principal residents of the neighbourhood, and 
an elegant luncheon was provided by the directors, at the '^ Witham Testi* 
monial," H. Kirby, Esq., chairman of the company, presiding. The ex- 
cursionists returned to Darlington in the afternoon, and, after visiting the 
South Durham Iron Works, and witnessing the tapping of a quantity of 
metal, principally produced from Teesdale ironstone, about 120 gentlemen 
sat down to dinner, at the King^s Head Hotel. The Rev. T. Witham 
occupied the chair, and amongst the company were the Duke of Cleveland, 
Sir W. Lawson, Bart., Colonel Stobart, F. Mewbum, Elsq., T. Meynell, 
Esq., H. Silvertop, £Isq., &c., <&c. The afternoon was observed as a gene- 
ral holiday both at Darlington and Barnardcastle, and in the evening a 
display of fireworks took place in the latter town. The railway, which 
was rapidly formed, is sixteen miles in length, and has but one line of 
rails; the cost of its construction was only £8,000 per mile. 

10. Died, at Cocken Hall, Durham, aged 49, William Standish 

Standish, Esq. (^See page 134.) 

■ 12. As a small number of Orangemen belonging to Newcastle 
were walking in procession this afternoon, they were attacked at the Fel- 
ling, near Gateshead (where they had proceeded to join their friends in that 
locality), by a numb^ of Ribbonmen; and the Orangemen being defence- 
less, whilst their opponents were armed with fire-arms, knives, and sticks, 
the former very soon found it necessary to run for their lives. A number of 
the Orangemen were much injured, and several of the Ribbonmen were 
afterwards apprehended and imprisoned for the offence. 

■ 28. The foundation-stone of a new chapel for the Wesleyan 
Association was laid at Pallion, near Sunderland. 

' 29. For some weeks prior to this date, an unhappy dissension 

had existed at West Hartlepool with respect to the incumbency of Christ 
Church, at that place, and to-day, Mr. Ralph Ward Jackson, one of tha 
patrons of the living, fastened up the entrances of the church with chains, 
&c., and issued a notice intimating that this step had been taken in conse- 
quence of the Rev. J. H. Burges, the incumbent, being without a legal 
title to his office. On the following day, Mr. Burges ordered the chainsi 
&c., to be removed, whereupon Mr. Jackson sent a body of bricklayers to 
the spot, with instructions to block up all the entrances ; but as the in- 
cumbent and a numerous party of his friends were within the edifice, the 
efforts of the workmen were wholly abortive. In the evening, the building 
was taken possession of by the mob which had been attracted to the place^ 
and the proceedings which then occurred were of the most disgraceful cha- 
racter. The contention between Mr. Jackson and Mr. Burges continued 
for several months, but as the incumbency of the reverend gentleman was 
clearly illegal, through a technical informality in the instruments by which 
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he was presented to the living, the Bishop of Durham (Dr. Longlejr), in 
April, 1857, advised Mr. Burges to withdraw from the town, a request 
which he complied with. The Rev. G. T. Fox, another trustee of the 
church, having strongly condemned Mr. Jackson's proceedings, the latter 
resigned the living into the hands of the Bishop of the diocese. Mr. Bur- 
ges was presented with a testimonial hy several of the inhahitants of West 
Hartlepool on his removal. 

August 6. Died, in London, aged 55, the Right Hon. Isahella Horatio, 
Lady Ravensworth. Her ladyship was the eldest daughter of Lord GJeorge 
Seymour, and was married, in 1820, to the Hon. H. T. Liddell, now Lcml 
Ravensworth, hy whom her ladyship had fourteen children, eleven of whom 
survived her. 

16. Died, at Kells, L^land, aged 56, the Rev. Philip Kearney, 

for twenty-seven years Roman Catholic minister at Sunderland. The 
large chapel of St. Mary's, Bridge Street, as well as the extensive schools 
in Pann Lane, Sunderland, were erected at his sole expense, and he was a 
munificent contrihutor to other edifices connected with hiis faith in the 
surrounding neighbourhood. A very beautiful window to the memory of 
the deceased has been placed in St. Mary's Chapel. 

— »— 17. Died, in London, aged 58, Mr. James Hann, a well-known 
mathematician. The deceased was bom at Washington, near Qateahead, 
where his father was a colliery smith, and at an early age he was taken 
from school and employed as a fireman at a pumping engine at Hebbum. 
When in his 21st year, Hann became a fireman in one of the small steam- 
vessels employed upon the Tyne for towing ships, and it was whilst 
working in this manner that he was first seen by Mr. Groldsworthy Gumey 
reading the works of Emerson, the mathematician. Many of the best 
years of his life were occupied in pursuits of so laborious a character as to 
leave him but trifling leisure for his favourite studies, but he overcame the 
difficulties of his position with remarkable success, and, when keeping a 
school at Friar's Goose, near Newcastle, he published {\n conjunction with 
Mr. Isaac Dodds, of Gateshead), his first work, << Mecnanics for Practical 
Men," which was received with much approbation, and drew general atten- 
tion to the position of its author. A few years later, Mr. Hann was ap- 
pointed mathematical master at King's College School, and the honours 
attained by many of his pupils at Cambridge University are the best 
proofs of his abilities as a master. The deceased was a frequent contri- 
butor to mathematical publications, and was also the compiler of treatises 
on the " Steam Engine," '^ Bridges," and other works of a similar cha- 
racter. 

— 19. The foundation-stone of a small chapel, in connection with 
the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy, Green Street, Bishopwearmouth, was 
laid by the Right Rev. Bishop Hogarth. 

20. Married, at Norham, Watson Askew, Esq., of Pallinsbum, 

to Sarah, eldest daughter of David Robertson, Esq., of Ladykiric. 

^— -^- 24. Ebenezer Free Ch»pel, Southwick, near Sunderland, was 
opened for Divine worship, by the Kev. C. G. Maitland. 

26. The Commercial Banking Company, Newcastle, sus- 
pended business. Of the five banks established in Newcastle upon joint- 
stock principles, this was the fourth which stopped payment, but, 
fortunately, the very small amount of its liabilities (£24,000) renderod 
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the inconvenience sustained by its failnre comparatively trivial. One- 
third (£25,000) of the paid-up capital was returned to the shareholders / 
in July, 1845, and the bank would have been dissolved in 1855, without 
loss to any one connected with it, had it not, unfortunately, joined a 
banking establishment in London, and been made the victim of a gigantic 
fraud which was then being conducted by Mr. John Sadleir. (See p. 369). 
Within a few weeks of that change, the entire capital of the shareholders 
was transferred to London, and made use of to prop up the Tipperary 
Bank, then in the last stage of its existence from its vast advances to 
Sadleir. The liabilities of the bank have, it is understood, been nearly 
discharged, and it is believed that the shareholders will ultimately receive 
back a portion of their capital. 

Auffust 26. Married, at Jersey, Captain the Hon. Hed worth Liddell, 
second son of Lord Ravensworth, to Florence, daughter of William H. 
Warrington, Esq. 

28. The Queen and Boyal Family passed through Northum- 
berland and Durham, by railway, on their way to Scotland. Every de- 
monstration of respect was paid by the Corporate authorities along the 
route, and the acclamations of the inhabitants were of the most enthusias- 
tic character. October 16, Her Majesty and the Royal Family passed 
through this district, on their return to the south of England, and were 
again very heartily received. 

. A Boman coin of Constantius II., in excellent preservation, 
was found in making the excavations in front of Tynemouth Castle. 

Sepiember 3. The Royal Wear Yacht Club Regatta took place at 
Roker. The day was observed as a holiday at Sunderland, and nearly 
fifty thousand persons assembled to witness the various matches. 

4. The mayor of Durham (Mr. J. H. Forster) laid the 

foundation-stone of a foot bridge over the Wear, at Pelaw Leazes. 

8. As a lighter, with thirteen workmen on board, was being 

moved against the tide in Blyth harbour, the vessel unfortunately 
capsized, and four of the men were drowned. 

13. The extensive mill of Mr. J. Brough, at Seaham Park, 

near Sunderland, took fire this evening, and was entirely consumed, 
together with 2,000 bushels of wheat. The damage was estimated at 
£2,500. 

— ^— 13. The directors of the Stockton and Darlington Railway 
opened a new line, extending from the north end of the Shildon Tunnel to 
West Auckland, which had been recently constructed to avoid the Brusselton 
incline. An elegant luncheon was provided on the occasion, at West 
Auckland. 

16. Married, at Norton, Thos. Robinson Grey, Elsq., to Lucy, 

daughter of the late Major-Gcneral Mills, of Willington House, Durham. 

19. The foundation-stone of the buildings connected with the 

new cemetery for St. John's, Westgate, and Elswick, Newcastle, was laid 
by Mr. John Bumup. 

23. The foundation-stone of the north sixty-feet lock of 

I he Jarrow Docks, upon the Tyne, was laid, without any ceremony, 
by Mr. Robert Hodgson, C.E. The docks are being constructed by the 
North Eastern Railway Company, on a site almost naturally formed for 
such a imrpose, at an estimated expense of £358,000, and their area will 
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be fifty-four acres ; the warehouses, quays, railways, &c.f oocupying nearly 
ninety acres additional. Bonie idea of the extent of the accommodation 
intended to be ofiered may be formed by the fact that twenty-three miles 
of railway will be laid down for the standage of coal waggons, &c. 

September 24. Died, at South Park, near Tunbridge Wells, aged 71, Field- 
Marshal the Right Hon. Viscount Hardinge, G.C.B., &c,j &c This 
gallant soldier, who was bom dOth March, 1785, was son of the Rev. 
Henry Hardinge, upwards of thirty years rector of the valuable living of 
Stanhope, and having entered the army in 1798, he distinguished hixoself 
throughout the war by his remarkable activity and zeal. During the 
whole of the Peninsular contest he acted as Deputy-Quartermaster- 
General of the Portuguese army; he was wounded at Vimiera, was 
present at Rolica and Corunna, at the passage of the Dpuro, Busaco, 
Torres Vedras, the three sieges of Badajos, Oiudad Rodrigo, Albuera, 
Salamanca, Yittoria (where he was wounded), Pampcluna, the crossing of 
the Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nives, and Orthes. In 181 5, he was attached to the 
Prussian army, and he lost a hand wliilst under Blucher, at ligny. On 
the final establishment of peace, he offered his services to the Government, 
and was successively Secretary at War, Secretary for Ireland, and Master- 
General of the Ordnance. In 1820, he was elected a representative for 
the city of Durham, but resigned in July, 1830, stating that his public 
duties rendered him unable to do justice to the important local interests of 
his constituents. In 1844, he was raised to the high dignity of Governor- 
General of India, and during the four years in which he held that office 
occurred the campaign on the Sutlej, and the eventful days of Moodkee, 
Ferozeshah, and Sobraon. In April, 1846, ho was elevated to the peer- 
age, and in October, 1852, ho was appointed Commander-in-Chief, which 
important post was held by him throughout the Russian war. His final 
distinction, that of Field- Marshal, was conferred in 1855. His lordship 
married, in 1821, Emily, daughter of tlie first Marquis of Londonderry, 
and his connection with that noble family, as well as the possession of the 
estate of Ketton, frequently brought him, as a visitor, into the county of 
Durham. 

27. The first pile for the pier on the west side of Blyth har- 
bour was driven this day, 

28. Owing to continuous rains, the rivers in this district were 

greatly flooded, and as much of the harvest remained in the fields the 
damage sustained along the banks of each stream was very considerable. 
At Hexham, the Tyne was eight feet above its usual level ; and at Ryton, 
Newbuni, Blaydon, and other places, a quantity of com was carried away. 
In South Durham, the flood was immense ; between Ferry hill and Ay- 
cliffe several hundred acres of land were inundated, the fences of the fields 
being in many cases under water. Near Yarm, a stack of com was car- 
ried away by the Tees, and a man, who had got upon it for the purpose of 
saving the grain, was taken to South Stockton before he could be re- 
moved. In North Northumberland, the damage done was exceedingly great; 
the rivers and brooks in the neighbourhood of the Cheviots everywhere 
overflowed their banks, entire crops of turnips were washed away, and a 
vast quantity of corn destroyed. 

29. The Lyceum Theatre, Sunderland, after having been very 

elegantly relniilt by Mr. Davis {see p. 373), was re-opened for dramatic 
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entertainments. The comedy of " Richelieu," and tlie spectacle of " The 
Enchanted Lake" were performed on the occasion to a crowded house. 

September 80. In accordance with the provisions of an Act of Parlia- 
liament, passed at his request, Dr. Maltby, Bishop of Durham, re- 
signed his see this day, owing to the infirmities of age. Dr. Maltby 
had presided over the diocese for upwards of twenty years, and his muni- 
ficent contributions to the charitable, religious, and educational institu- 
tions of the district, won for him the esteem of all ranks and sects. At 
the time of his translation to Durham, the revenues of the bishopric 
were found to have averaged, for several years, £19,200 per annum, but 
£8,000 was then fixed by the legislature as the future income of the see, 
and his lordship was required to pay the balance between these sums 
(£11,200) to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners annually. The mineral 
treasures of the patrimony of St. Cuthbert, then hardly dreamt of, began, 
however, to develop themselves soon after his accession, and, notwithstand- 
ing the above payment, his lordship's income for some years was probably 
not less than £30,000. In 1848, he made over to the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners a further sum of £2,000 a-year, under the title of the 
" Maltby Fund," which was devoted to providing parsonage houses in the 
diocese; but, instead of contributing only £2,000, his lordship's donations 
to this fund averaged nearly half as much more, and the benefit effected 
by its aid has bwn widely appreciated. His lordship, on leaving the 
diocese, presented his valuable library to the University of Durham, upon 
the condition that it should be kept separate from other books belonging 
to the University, and be called the " Maltby Library." The bishop re- 
ceives a pension of £4,500 per annum from the revenues of the see. 

. About the end of this month, a brig called the Liberty and 

Property, belonging to Shields, was lost near Gothenburg. The vessel 
had been engag^ in the coal trade for the extraordinary period of 106 years. 
. Hareshaw Common, Northumberland, was enclosed about 
this time. This extensive common was nearly six miles in length by four 
in breadth, and was about 8,000 acres in area. 

October 1. Died, in Bishop wearmouth, aged 64, Mr. Andrew White, 
three times mayor of Sunderland, and M.P. for that borough from 1837 
to 1841. The mayor and members of the Corporation, with many of 
the infiuential inhabitants, attended Mr. White's funeral, which took place 
on Hie 6th October. 

6. The foundation-stone of a chapel for the Presbyterian body 

was laid at Jarrow, by the Rev. Dr. Bruce. The chapel was opened on 
the 10th May, 1857, by Dr. Robson, of Glasgow. 

7. The most destructive fire which had occurred in Stockton 

for many years broke out this morning, in the premises of Mr. Samuel 
Braithwaite, grocer. That gentleman and his family, who lived in the 
premises, were, with difficulty, rescued in their night clothes, but it was 
found impracticable to save any of the property with the exception of a 
few articles of jewellery. A quantity of gunpowder, which was kept in 
the shop, exploded with great violence during the progress of the fire, and 
blew out the front of the house, as well as many windows in the neigh- 
bourhood; and the alarming appearance of the flames at this juncture 
having induced the authorities to send to Hartlepool for additional fire 
engines, a messenger was obtained who rode the distance (fourteen miles) 
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in thirty-five minutes ! Two engines were immediately despatched by a 
special train, but before their arrival the fire had reached the top story of 
the house, where about 100&. of gunpowder were deposited, and a tre- 
mendous explosion was the consequence. Fortunately, however, the 
flames did not extend to any of the adjacent houses, and the confla- 
gration was subdued in about four hours. The damage was estimated 
at upwards of £6,000. 

October 8. Died, in Newcastle, aged 54, the Rev. Richard Clayton, 
M.A., Master of the Hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, and chaplain of 8t. 
Thomas', in that town, situations to which he had been appointed by the 
Corporation, in 1826. The deceased was indefatigable in his services to 
the charitable institutions of Newcastle, and the large and well conducted 
schools connected with St. Thomas' Church owe their existence, and al- 
most all their usefulness, to his enlarged benevolence and constant super- 
vision. On his death becoming known. Dissenters vied with members of 
the Church in their manifestations of regret, and few men have descended 
to the grave whose loss was lamented so universally and so deservedly. 

13. The Queen "recommended" the Right Rev. Charles 

Thomas Longley, D.D., Bishop of Ripon, to the Dean and Chapter of 
Durham, " to be by them elected Bishop of the said see of Durham." 
His lordship was confirmed at York, on the 21st November, and arrived 
at Darlington, on his first visit to his new diocese, on the same day. He 
was installed in the cathedral of Durham, with the usual ceremonieBy on 
the 5th December. 

■ 15. The new lighthouse, erected on the south pier, Sunder- 
land, was put in operation for the first time. The building is constructed 
of cast-iron, and is 53 feet in height. 

20. The foundation-stone of a new place of worship for the 

I^resbyterian body was laid in Northumberland Square, North Shields, by 
Mr. Undsay, M.P. The new building, which seats 700 persons, is in the 
Italian style, and was designed by Mr. Dobson, of Newcastle; the cost of 
the erection was about £2,500. 

— 21. TheTyne Sailors' Home, erected at North Shields for the 
reception of mariners, was opened by the Duke of Northumberland, at 
whose expense the building had been erected and furnished. The day 
was observed as a general holiday in North and South Shields, the vessels 
in the harbour were gaily decorated with flags, and every token of joy was 
manifested by the entire population. During the morning, the Corpora- 
tions of the sister boroughs met in the Town Hall, North Shields, where 
luncheon was provided, and shortly before noon a procession was formed 
at the same place, consisting of 1,500 saikrs of the district (including a 
number of old veterans who had fought under Nelson and Collingwood), 
a large party of CuUercoats fishermen, the Sailors' Home Committee, the 
members of the two Corporations, accompanied by the mayors of New- 
castle, Sunderland, and Gateshead, Mr. Ingham, M.P., Mr. Lindsay, M.P., 
and a great number of the principal shipowners, &c., of the port. The pro- 
cession was preceded by bands of music, banners, &c., and its route to the 
railway station was lined by upwards of 50,000 spectators. On the 
arrival of the train from Alnwick, the Duke of Northumberland, accom- 
panied by Sir T. Herbert, Captain Hall, R.N., and A. Bartleman, Esq., 
was conducted to a carriage, his appearance being hailed with a salute of 
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cannon ftnd enthngiAstic acclamations. The proceseion then moved tu- 
wards the Home, and on reaching- the New Quay hia grace was ushered 
into the spacious haU of the boilding, when the mayors of Tynemoath and 
Booth Shields, the Bailors' Home Committee, and the pilots and fisher- 
men of Cullercoata, severally presented him with congratnlatory addresses 
OD llie completion of his mnnificent gift to the sailors of the Tyne. His 
grace made a brief reply to the addresses, expressed his gratification at 
the increasing prosperity of the district, and tmsted the institution wonld 
be found of essential benefit to a class who too often were " saved from 
the sea, but shipwrecked on the shore." He then declared the Home open, 
amidst protracted cheering. The noble duke was entertained at dinner 
during the afternoon, in the Albion Hotel. The chair was occupied by A. 
Bartleman, Esq., and the vice-chairs by Messrs R. Fow, J. Dryden, M. 
Poppelwell, and Joseph Straker; and amongst the 400 gentlemen present 
were the chief magistrates of the towns in the district. Sir M. W. Ridley, 
Bart, Sir W. B. Riddell, Bart., Hon. H. 0. Liddell, M.P., Mr. Ingham, 
U.P., itt. Lindsay, M.P., Mr. Headlam, M.P., Mr. H. Taylor, Captain 
Collinson, Mr. O. Burdon, Mr. T. Barker, &c., &c. In the afternoon, the 
inmates of the Master Mariners' Asylum, about one hundred in number, 
were r^aled with a substantial dinner at the Qeorge Tavern, at the co!it 
of the Dnke of Northumberland, and about 120 seamen were also enter- 
tained at his grace's expense in the new building. The Sailors' Home 
was constructed from designs by Mr. B. Green, and is in the Ionic style 
of architecture. It is 95 feet in length by 83 in depth, and besides having 
Moommodation at present for sixty seamen, and with room for ninety 
more, the building contains offices for the Marine Board, shipping master, 
savings' bank, &c., &c The cost of erecting and furnishing tiie Home 
was about £6,000, which was entirely defrayed by the Duke of North- 
umberland, a sam of about £2,0U0, produced by a public subecriptlon, 
bdnginTrsted for the endowment of Ibe institntion. 
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October 21. Married, at Lennox Castle, N.B., William Pearetii, Esq., 
of Usworth House, Durham, to Cecilia, daughter of J. L. K. Lennox, Esq. 

24. Dr. Wilberforce, Bishop of Oxford, whilst on a visit to 

Morpeth, preached the anniversary sermon at St. James' Church, to a 
crowded congregation. 

29. The Rev. Clement Moody, vicar of Newcastie, was ap- 
pointed hy the Council of that town. Master of the Hospital of St. Mary 
Magdalen, and chaplain of 8t. Thomas*. The appointment was carried 
by 27 votes to 22, the minority wishing for a postponement of the qnes> 
tion until an investigation had been made into the state of the hospital by 
the Charity Commissioners. Mr. Moody, however, accepted the master- 
ship subject to such alterations in the constitution of the charity as might 
afterwards be adopted. [It was elicited at the time that the gross emo- 
luments of the late master had been about £700 per annum, out of which 
he had to pay his assistant chaplains ; about £800 had been divided 
yearly amongst the three " poor brethren."] 

. During this month, the Ekxuesiastical Commissioners con- 
tracted with Cuthbert Ellison, Esq., of Hebbum Hall, for the surrender 
of the lease of the manor of Gateshead for the sum of £50,000. 

. Tlie buildings intended for the Lunatic Asylum for the 

county of Durham, near Sedgefield, were commenced about this time. The 
erections will cost the county about £30,000. 

November 4. A bridge over the Tees, at Over Dinsdale, near Darling-^ 
ton, which had been recently erected by Mr. R. Cail, in lieu of an old 
timber structure at the same place, fell this day as the workmen, were 
removing the wooden scaffolding used in building the arches. Two men, 
named Woivd and Gkildsbrough, were killed, another person was severely 
injured, and three or four others had a very narrow escape. 

6. An adjourned sessions of the county of Northumberland 

was held in the Moot Hall, Newcastle, for the purpose of establishing an 
efficient police for the county. C- W. Orde, Esq., presided, and the lord- 
lieutenant (Earl Grey) and a number of magistrates were present. 
After a long discussion, it was resolved that the force should consist of a 
chief constable, thirteen superintendents, one detective officer, and forty- 
five constables, the cost being estimated at about £3,800 per annum. 
January 15, 1857, Major Browne was appointed chief constable. 

9. Died, at West Boldon, agcii 80, Mr. John Merriman. The 

deceased was the third John Merriman who had, during the previous 160 
years, kept the old-established inn at Boldon, and it still remains in the 
possession of his descendants. 

9. A neat chapel for the Wesleyan Reform congregation at 

Haydon Bridge was opened by the Rev. J. Everett. 

10. The election of Mayors took place, with the following 

result: — NeivcasUe^ Edward Nathaniel Grace (Joseph Armstrong, sheriff). 
€rat£8headf George Crawshay. Tynemouth, William Walker. South 
Shields, Matthew Stainton. Sunderland, George Smith Ransoa. Dur- 
ham, George Shaw. Hartlepool, Robert Hunter. Stockton, William Rich- 
ardson. Morpeth, James Hood. Berwick, .Joseph Fleming (Alexander 
Kirkwood, sheriff). 

13. ITie foundation-stone of a new Wesleyan Methodist chapel 

was laid at Sedgefield. The building was opened for Divine 6er\'ice on 
the 20th March following. 
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November 20. A meeting was held in Newcastle, for the purpose of de- 
termining what steps should be taken to erect a memorial in honour of 
the late Rev. R. Clayton, when it was resolved to open a subscription for 
the construction and endowment of a " Memorial Church.'^ £1,250 were 
subscribed in the room for the contemplated building, and in August, 
1857, the subscriptions had increased to nearly £5,000. 

22. This evening, a new clock, recently placed in Sunderland 

parish church, was set in motion, and illuminated with gas. 

' 23. The lighthouse at Beaham Harbour was destroyed by fire. 

25« A sword and helmet, the hilt of the former richly mounted 

in silver, with a thistle, the Scottish lion, and the date " 1500," were 
disinterred on the fatal battle-field of Flodden. 

27. W. Green, Esq., M.D., of Durham, having retired from 

his professional duties, after a practice of forty-four years, his fellow- 
citizens presented him with a service of plate, value £400, as an expres- 
sion of their opinion of his abilities and private worth. The presentation 
took place in the Town Hall, 'the mayor presiding. 

27. A meeting of the inhabitants of Hartlepool was held in 

the Town Hall, for the purpose of presenting Thomas Robson, Esq., late 
mayor of the borough, with a portrait of himself, together with a silver 
salver, ** in testimony of their grateful appreciation of his services." The 
testimonial was presented by Mr. E. S. Jobson ; and it was arranged that 
the portrait should be suspended in the Town Hall. 

28. William Henry Watson, Esq., Q.C., received the honour 

of knighthood, having been appointed a Baron of tlie Court of Exchequer. 
Mr. Watson is a native of Northumberland. 

. A full-length portrait of William Linskill, Esq., first mayor 

of Tynemouth, was placed in the Town Hall, North Shields. 

December 1. Died, in London, aged 51, Charles Atticus Monck, Esq., 
eldest and last surviving sou of Sir Charles Monck, Bart., of Belsay. Mj. 
Monck was for some years chairman of the Northumberland bench of 
magistrates, and at the time of his death was chairman of the District 
Banking Company, and deputy-chairman of the Great Northern Railway 
Company. 

3. Died, at Berwick, aged 85, William Willoby, Esq., a 

liiglily respected solicitor in that town. Mr. Willoby's death was caused 
by his accidentally setting fire to his clothes whilst reading. 

4. Mr. Martin, the inspector appointed by the Charity Com- 
missioners to inquire into the various charities of Newcastle, and more 
particularly the Mary Magdalen Hospital, sat in the Guildhall of tliat 
town, to receive evidence. Mr. Martin remained for several days, and 
considerable interest was excited on the subject. May 8, 1857, Mr. Mar- 
tin again visited Newcastle, and laid a scheme, which he had drawn up, 
before the inhabitants, llie matter still remains unsettled. 

G. This morning, the brig Messenger, belonging to South 

Shields, was run down, off Seaham, by the steam vessel James Hartley, 
and the master, Mr. Peter Park, and ^vq of the crew, were drowned. 
The mate and cook of the ship fortunately jumped on board the steamer, 
and were saved. 

8. A great flood occurred in the Tyne, Wear, and Tees, owing 

t<) the breaking np of the frost. At Hexham, the temporary bridge 
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erected for the Border Counties' Railway was entirely carried away, and 
the trains upon the Newcastle and Carlisle line were considerably de- 
layed in several places, owing to the Tyne flowing over the rails. At 
Scotswood and Blaydon, the water rose in several houses to the height of 
two or three feet, and at Derwenthaugh, several detached cottages were 
entirely surrounded, and no communication could be had with the in- 
mates, except by boats. Some damage was done to the shipping in 
the Wear, but, fortunately, no lives were lost. 

December 11. The consecration of the portion of the new cemetery at 
Alnwick appropriated to the Church of England, was performed by the 
Bishop of Durham. His lordship remained some days at Alnwick Castle, 
on a visit to the Duke of Northumberland. 

19. A grand dinner was given to Major-General Lord Rokeby, 

K. C. B., in the Queen's Head Inn, Newcastle, by his tenantry and friendu 
in Northumberland, on which occasion a portrait of his lordship was pre- 
sented to Lady Kokeby. Rowland Errington, Esq., of Sandhoe, presided 
on the occasion, the Hon. H. G. Liddell, M. P., occupying the vice-chair. 

— — - 24. The villages of Shotley Bridge, Leadgate, Blackhill, and 
Berry Edge, were lighted with gas for the first time. 

25. Died, at Sheriff Hill, Gateshead, aged 85, Matthew 

Plummer, Esq., an eminent merchant in Newcastle, and many years chair- 
man of the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Company. 

. About the end of this month, a fine seam of coal was won at 

Preston, near North Shields, at a depth of 43 fathoms from the surface. 
After three years' labour, a seam of coal, 5 feet 6 inches thick, was also 
won at North Seaton, at a depth of 130 fathoms. 

. During this month, a handsome stained-glass window was 

placed in St. PauVs Church, Alnwick, as a memorial of Hugh, third Duke 
of Northumberland, the founder of that edifice. The window was exe- 
cuted at Munich, at a cost of nearly £2,000, one-half of which was raised 
by subscription, the remainder being defrayed by the present duke. 

. Considerable apprehension was felt about this time at the 

state of the celebrated bridge over the Wear at Sunderland, and doubts 
being entertained of its power to sustain the immense traffic passing over 
it, Robert Stephenson, Esq., M.P., was engaged to inspect its condition. 
Mr. Stephenson subsequently reported to the Corporation, that, with cer- 
tain additions pointed out by him, the bridge could be made perfectly 
secure for many years to come; and an Act to raise the necessary funds 
received the Royal assent on the 13th July, 1857. [From an article in 
the eighth edition of the " Encyclopaedia Britannica,^' which is understood 
to be written by Mr. Stephenson, it appears that the design adopted in 
erecting the bridge emanated from the well-known political writer, 
Thomas Paine.] 

1857, Januai'if 1. The new cemetery at Preston, near North Shields, 
constructed by the Corporation of Tynemouth (acting as the burial board 
of the borough), was opened for interments. The grounds are very elegantly 
laid out, and the place has become a popular resort for recreation. 

4-5. A fearful storm broke over the north-cast coast of Eng- 
land, inflicting an immense loss of life and property at sea. At Tyne- 
mouth, several vessels were seen to founder within a short distance of the 
bar, and three or four vessels were stranded at the mouth of the river, 
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but their crews were saved by the praiseworthy exertions of the pilots of 
the port. At Sunderland, seven ships were lost; about twenty others 
were shipwrecked in the neighbourhood of Hartlepool, and six more be- 
tween Amble and North Sunderland. At Castle £den, the crew of a 
vessel named the Era was saved from certain destruction by the exertions 
of Rowland Burdon, Esq., and his dependents, and the men were taken 
to his mansion, and most hospitably attended to by Mrs. Burdon. 

January 7. The church of St. Stephen, at Willington, in the parish of 
Brancepeth, was consecrated by the Kight Rev. Dr. Longley, Bishop of 
Durham. 

7. The village of Haltwhistle was lighted with gas. 

19. An amateur theatrical entertainment took place at Ravens- 
worth Castle, the performers being exclusively members of Lord Ravens- 
worth's family. The piece was " A Gktme of Romps," and the affair passed 
off to the great gratification of a numerous audience. 

20. Died, at Hexham, aged about 110, Mr. John Bell. The 

deceased's descendants were 111 in number at the time of his death. 

24. Died, at Wliitehill, Durham, aged 84, John Cookson, Esq. 

29. A grand amateur concert took place in the Athenasum, 

Sunderland, and was attended by a very numerous and brilliant as- 
sembly. 

February 12. A very elegant silver claret jug was presented to Walter 
Selby, Esq., of Biddlestone, by the gentlemen who usually hunted with 
his fox-hounds, " as a mark of their esteem and gratitude." The testimo- 
nial was presented at a dinner given to Mr. Selby, at the White Swan 
Inn, Alnwick, Bryan Burrell, Esq., high-sheriff of Northumberland, in 
the chair. 

14. The new markets, recently erected by the Improvement 

Commissioners of West Hartlepool, were opened with considerable rejoic- 
ing. A dinner took place at the Royal Hotel in the evening, in celebration 
of the event. 

17. Died, at West Boldon, aged 76, the Rev. John Collinson, 

for seventeen years rector of that place, and rector of Gateshead from 1810 
to 1840. Mr. Collinson was Bampton Lecturer in 1818, and author of a 
" Life of Thuanus," and a few other works. 

18. Married, at Wakefield, Walter Selby, Esq., of Biddle- 
stone, Northumberland, to Laura Ann, eldest daughter of Henry Tempest, 
Esq., of Newland Park, Yorkshire. 

20. An alarming explosion of gas occurred this morning, in the ship 

Prince Phillippe, of Ostend, then lying in the river at South Shields. The 
vessel had received a cargo of coals on the 18th, when the hatches had 
been incautiously fastened down ; but in what manner the gas had been 
ignited was not ascertained, llie vessel was reduced to a mere wreck; a 
sailor, named Mars, was blown to a great distance and drowned in the river, 
and several of the crew received very serious iujuries. 

21. Morwick estate, Northumberland, comprising about 740 

acres, was bought by William linskill, Esq., of Tynemouth Lodge, for 
£25,700. 

25. The Council of Newcastle, by a majority of 28 to 19, re- 
solved to dispose of the ground near the Quayside left vacant by the great 
fire of 1854, the west side of the contemplated new street to the high-level 

3 D 
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bridge, and the property fronting the New Quay and the North Shore, for 
the Slim of £50,000. Mr. Ralph Walters was the purchaser. 

March 12. Died, at Earsdon, aged 74, the Rev. Henry Warkman, 
for fifty years incumbent of that parish. 

15. Dr. Longley, Bishop of Durham, preached for the first 

time from his throne in Durham Cathedral. The building was crowded 
to excess on the occasion. 

— 17. Died, at North Shields, aged 100, Mrs. Rachael Stewart 

18. Died, at Coxhoe, aged 100, Mrs. Eleanor McDonald. 

19. Died, at North Shields, aged 89, the Rev. Thomas Gillow, 

for thirty-six years Roman Catholic minister in that town. The deceased 
built a school for poor children at his sole expense, and was a liberal con- 
tributor to many charitable institutions. March 24, the remains of the 
deceased were interred at St. Cuthbert's, North Shields, the burial service 
being performed by Bishop Hogarth ; and tokens of respect and regret were 
evinced upon the occasion by persons of all denominations. 

21. This morning, a music saloon, near the Exchange, Sun- 
derland, occupied by Mr. Metcalf, was discovered to be on fire, and in less 
than an hour the premises were burnt to the ground. The building, part 
of which was originally the Com Market Chapel, was of considerable size, 
and accommodated nearly 2,000 persons. 

■ 21. Parliament was dissolved this day, and writs were imme- 

diately issued for a new election. The proceedings in this district were 
as follows: — 

Newcastle, March 27. The nomination of candidates took place before 
Joseph Armstrong, Esq., sheriff. Mr. Joseph Cowen proposed, and Mr. 
J. Benson seconded, Thomas Emerson Headlam, Esq. ; Sir John Fife and 
Mr. I. L. Bell nominated George Ridley, Esq.; and Mr. W. Bainbridgc 
proposed, and Mr. Robert Walters seconded, Peter Carstairs, Esq. Tlie 
latter candidates had the show of hands, but the result of the polling, which 
took place on the 28th, was as follows: — Mr. Ridley, 2,445; Mr. Head- 
lam, 2,133; Mr. Carstairs, 1,673. 

Gateshead, March 27. William Hutt, Esq., was proposed by Mr. Aid. 
Hawks, and seconded by Mr. Aid. Smith, and re-elected without opposition. 

Tynemouth. This election also took place on the 27th. William 
Linskill, Esq., had been a candidate for some time previously, but retired 
on the 2Gth, and William S. Lindsay, Esq., was re-elected without oppo- 
sition; having been proposed by Mr. J. Fawcus, and seconded by Mr. P. 
Dale. 

South Shields, March 27. Robert Ingham, Esq., was nominated by 
Mr. T. Stain ton and Mr. J. Robinson, and again elected. 

Sunderland, March 27. Mr. C. Ikamwell and Mr. W. Ord proposed 
and seconded George Hudson, Esq. ; Mr. Allison and Mr. J. T. Alcock 
nominated Henry Fenwick, Esq. ; Mr. T. Thompson and Mr. J. Hills pro- 
posed and seconded Ralph Walters, Esq. Tlie Mayor declared the show 
of hands to be in favour of Mr. Walters and Mr. Hudson, but at the close 
of the poll, on the 28th, the numbers were: — Mr. Fenwick, 1,123; Mr. 
Hudson, 1,081; Mr. Walters, 8G3. 

Durham. Tlie election for this city also took place on the 27th. Mr. 
J. Henderson and Mr. Aid. Robson proposed and seconded William Ather- 
ton, Es<|.; and Mr. Wharton and Mr. Hays nominated J. R. Mowbray, 
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Esq. There was no opposition to the re-election of those gentlemen, and 
they were returned by show of hands. 

Morpeth, March 27. Sir George Grey, Bart., was returned without 
opposition. 

Berwick, March 27. The candidates for this borough were Dudley 
Coutts Marjoribanks, Esq. ; Matthew Forster, Esq. ; John Stapleton, Esq. ; 
and Captain Gordon. The show of hands was in favour of Messrs Forster 
and Stapleton, but the polling concluded as follows : — Mr. Stapleton, 339 ; 
Mr. Marjoribanks, 271; Captain Gordon, 269; Mr. Forster, 250. 

Northumberland, Southern Division. — The election for this division took 
place on the 3l8t March, at Hexham, before W. H. Charlton, Esq., high- 
sheriff. The Rev. J. C. Ogle proposed W. B. Beaumont, Esq., who was 
seconded by Mr. M. R. Bigge. Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart., nominated, and 
Mr. J. Hodgson Hinde seconded, the Hon. H. G. Liddell, and the candi- 
dates were elected by show of hands. 

Northumberland, Northern Division. — This election took place at Aln- 
wick, on the 2nd April. Mr. J. Cookson and Mr. W. Askew proposal 
Lord Lovaine, and Mr. C. W. Orde and Mr. B. Burrell nominated Lord 
Ossulston; the noble lords were re-elected without opposition. 

Durham, Northern Division, Maixh 30. There was no opposition in 
this division to the return of the previous members. Mr. Hutt and Mr. 
H. J. Spearman nominated R. D. Shafto, Esq., and Mr. Pemberton and 
Mr. J. Laing proposed Lord A. Vane Tempest, and the candidates were 
elected in the usual manner. 

Durham, Southern Division, March 31. The nomination of candidates 
took place at Darlington, before General Beckwith, the high-sheriff. Mr. 
Hutt, M.P., nominated, and Mr. R. H. Allan seconded, Lord Harry Vane; 
Mr. Fowler and Colonel Stobart proposed James Farrer, Esq. ; and Cap- 
tain Scurfield and Mr. J. Pease proposed Henry Pease, Esq. The show 
of hands was in favour of Mr. Pease and Lord H. Vane, who were elected, 
the result of the polling, which took place on the 3rd April, bein^j as fol- 
lows:— Mr. Pease, 2,570; I^rd H. Vane, 2,545; Mr. Farrer, 2,091. 

April 1. The Bishop Auckland branch of the North Eastern Railway 
was opened for passenger traffic. About noon, a train of carriages, con- 
taining the directors of the line, arrived from York, at the new station on 
the North Road at Durliam, and the mayor and Corporation of that city, 
with several of the inhabitants, having joined the party, the train pro- 
ceeded towards Bishop Auckland, which it reached in about half an hour. 
After a brief stay at that place, the company set off on their return to 
Durham, and on again coming to the North Road station, they were met 
by banners and music, and conducted to the Town Hall, where an elegant 
luncheon was given by the mayor to celebrate the occasion. Tlie Bishop 
Auckland branch is fifteen miles in length, and the works upon it are un- 
usually interesting and stupendous. Tlie total cost of its construction 
was about £430,000. 

8. Died, at Redworth House, Durham, aged 76, Robert Sur- 

tees, Esq., high-sheriff of the county of Durham in 1855. 

9. This morning, whilst five men were working in a coal-pit 

at Greenlaw- walls, near Berwick, they struck into an old mine which had 
become inundated, and the water rushing into the new workings, the whole 
of the party were drowned. 
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Api-il 14. A dinner was given in the Golden Lion Hotel, South 
Shields, to Robert Ingham, Esq., M.P. for that borough. Mr. J. T. 
Wawn presided, the vice-chairs being occupied by Mr. T. Glover and 
Mr. T. Waller, and about 100 gentlemen sat down to the entertainment. 

14. A bazaar was held in the Athenaeum, Sunderland, on this 

and the three following days, in aid of the fund for enlarging the church 
of St. Paul, at Hendon. The bazaar realized upwards of £750. 

16. An explosion occurred at Cowpen, in the house of a miner, 

named Nichol, whose daughter had attempted to revive a fire by sprink- 
ling some gunpowder from a ilask, upon the expiring embers. The girl 
was killed, and the house and furniture were very much shattered. 

20. A dinner was given in the Sun Inn, Darlington, to Lord 

Harry Vane and H. Pease, Esq., to celebrate their return for the Southern 
Division of Durham. Mr. Hutt, M.P., presided, Mr. W. S. Grey oc- 
cupying the vice-chair, and upwards of 200 gentlemen sat down to the 
entertainment. 

21. ITie sjmod of the English Presbyterian Church opened 

its annual session in Newcastle, the Rev. W. M. Thompson, moderator. 
The proceedings concluded on the 25th. 

23. ITie Lord Bishop of Durham visited Sunderland, and 

held a confirmation in the parish churches of Sunderland and Bishopwear- 
mouth. On the 24th, his lordship held a confirmation at South Sliields, 
after which he consecrated a portion of the new burial ground for that 
parish. The Corporation of the borough took the opportunity of present- 
ing him with a congratulatory address, to which he made a suitable re- 
ply. On the 25th, the right reverend prelate performed the rite of 
confirmation at Christ Church, North Shields, and in the afternoon he 
consecrated one section of the new cemetery at Preston. The Corpora- 
tion of Tynemouth also presented his lordship %vith an address on his first 
visit to the borough. On the 26th, the Bishop preached in Christ 
Church, to a very crowded congregation. On the 27th, he arrived in 
Newcastle, and on the following day he confirmed 400 young persons in 
St. Nicholas^ Church. On the 28th, he consecrated the extensive ceme- 
tery recently completed for the parish of All Saints', and afterwards 
lunched at the George Inn, with the clergy and members of the burial 
board. 

24. A fire broke out this afternoon in a house in Alderson 

Street, South Shields, occupied by Mr. Bruce, and in a very short time 
the premises and the whole of the furniture were entirely consumed. 

. This month, a very ancient grave was discovered near Wark- 

worth south pier. It contained a perfect skeleton, on each side of which 
was an urn of unbaked clay. One of the urns was extricated in a perfect 
state, and is in the possession of T. G. Smith, Esq., of Togston. The 
remains were evidently Celtic. 

. An elegant bridge on the Aln, at Alnmouth, erected at a 

cost of about £ 1 ,900, was opened for traffic. 

May 6. Died, at Hexham House, aged 70, Sir Edward Haggerston, 
Bart., of Ellingham, Northumberland. The deceased was succeeded in 
this ancient Northumbrian baronetcy by his brother, John. 

9. A destructive fire broke out this morning, in the ware- 
houses connected with the glass-works of Messrs R. W. Swinburne and 
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Co., South Shields. The buildings were completely destroyed, together 
with a large quantity of glass, and, although the more valuable portion of 
the premises was preserved, the damage was estimated at £2,500. After 
this disaster, the firm relinquished the manufacture of crown glass, for 
which the Tyne was once famous, the improvements in the production 
of plate glass having rendered the former business unremunerative. 

May 11. Two Russian cannon, captured at Sebastopol, having been 
presented to the borough of Sunderland by the Government, were placed 
in the park of that town with much ceremony. The cannon were removed 
from Holmes* wharf upon carriages manufactured for the purpose, and 
each of the guns was drawn along the streets by six powerful horses, 
gaily caparisoned, preceded by banners, bands of music, &c. On the ar- 
rival of the procession at the park, the guns were placed near the stone 
basements on which they were soon after permanently stationed, when a 
royal salute was fired, and the mayor (Mr. Hanson), in a brief address, 
transferred the gift to the Park Committee, amidst loud cheering. The 
afternoon was observed as a holiday in the borough, and a number of gen- 
tlemen dined together in the evening at the Palatine Hotel. 

18. llie foundation-stone of a new church, dedicated to St. 

Paul, about to be erected for the village of Spennymoor, in the parish of 
Whitworth, Durham, was laid by T. D. Shafto, Esq., brother of R. D. 
Shafto, Esq., M.P., who gave the site of the church and burial-ground. 
Twenty years ago the name of Spennymoor was confined to a solitary 
farm-house, but it is now the seat of a very large population. 

19. The foundation-stone of a building, intended for the Me- 
chanics' Institute of North Shields, was laid in Howard Street, in that 
town, by Mr. Lindsay, M.P. Previous to the ceremony, the mayor of 
lynemouth entertained the mayor of Newcastle, the mayor and Corpora- 
tion of South Shields, and a numerous company, to luncheon in the Coun- 
cil chamber, and at five o*clock about seven hundred persons sat down to 
tea in the Assembly Rooms, Albion Hotel. After tea, a procession was 
fonned, which walked to the site, where the customary formalities were 
gone through amidst much applause, and the company then returned to 
the Assembly Rooms, where a number of addresses were delivered, Mr. 
Tinley presiding. The building will be in the Italian style of architec- 
ture, and is estimated to cost about £1,500. The ground floor will be 
appropriated to a museum and lecture-room, and the upper story will con- 
tain the library, class rooms, &c. 

19. His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, who had been 

on a tour through the lake districts of Cumberland and Westmorlitld, 
arrived in Newcastle, and partook of refreshment at the Central Station 
Hotel. After a brief stay, his royal highness left by railway for Fence 
Houses, and, on reaching that place, he proceeded in one of the Earl of 
Durham's carriages to Houghton colliery, one of the most extensive of the 
Lambton mines. The prince, having been equipped in a suitable dress, 
immediately descended the shaft, and was conducted through the workings, 
where his royal highness made numerous inquiries as to the manner in 
which a colliery is conducted, and expressed himself much gratified by his 
visit. After his return to the surface, the prince drove to Lambton 
Castle, where he partook of luncheon, and proceeded on his journey south- 
ward during the afternoon. 
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^pnl 14- * ... ..■ ^' ;"^"v>.//Al St. Nicholas' Church, 

Shields, to J ^.■:- •{.... ./i commenced the demolition 

wawxi prer A' v^**- *-i'Jins* Divine service was per- 

Mr.T.W •• fr^';>r;:f\' 

''/•■;', \ "il /"'fA* Teter Carstoirs, Esq., in the As- 

and Uie /'.' 'i' ■.•.':/"!,?■ **'\>^^ of that geutlemun at tho 

01 St. ' ", -*,fi<*^ ' '-:jf/i*incn sat down to dinner, under the 

— --''r.''^" 'i\»--' ''-.-^irtf, and the proceedings were of a ven- 
nam * '- . n > *'* * 

"'J-i ••■' z^-*^ ' -js/i fhuivh of Horton, Northumberland, was re- 
w ■."'-%*^.v *^ . i.-rv*^*"*? extensive repairs and alterations. 

''^ '"T. " '•*■ ** w, .^H^ih branch of the Blyth and Tyne Railway was 
..:**• *: ■ •.^^": M'ng laid by the workmen, who were plentifully 

• "^^ .' =^ ■ 2\ioy(>ang men, named J. S. Mason and E. Peacock, were 

^'■* '*■ |«i(fiiiig iu the sea, near Sunderland south dock. Two 

^ ., ..•i ' *^ 5^, wore also in some danger, succeeded in re^'hing the shore. 

.",,i^*«'**7. 3lr. John Frost, the well-known Clmrtist, paid a visit to 

. 4>\l was presented by bis admirers with an aildress, in the Lec- 

\ •••.f .^' Mr. Frost subsequently deliveretl lectures in Newcastle and 

'* " -.^inss, *»" *'^^^ present position of Reform in Parliament," but met 

"^* \tJ ii""^^"^^ attention. 

* ^"^ ^ -, The estate of Chilton, near Ferryhill, was purchased of Daw- 

" t jj.j,i,ion, Esq., by the trustees of the Earl of Eldon, for £11,000. 
jV **W** ^^'*^ purchased by Mr. Lambton, about fifteen years previous, 
^<- t'VfX.OOO. 

Jmnf 1. A polyt<>chnic exhibition, of a ver^• interesting charact<?r, was 
i^tftiwlly oi»cned at Blaydon, near Newcastle, by Sir John Fife. Tlie pro- 
^v«^i'* wore devoted to the supi>oi*t of the Blaydou Mechanics' Institute. 

1. Tlie first cargo of coals from llepscott colliery was shippe<l 

ill tho Hayhole Dock, on the Tvne. 

1. The supporters of J as. Farror, Esq., at the recent election for 

llie Southern Division of Durham, gave him a grand dinner in the Central 
Hull, Darlington. Tlie Duke of Cleveland jiresideil, Mr, M. Fowler 
oc<'upying the vice-chair, and about 450 gentlemen sat down to the enter- 
lainment. 

6. Tlie foundation-stone of a pedestal, on Mhich it is intended 

to i)lace the first passenger locomotive-engine manufactured in England, 
was laid by Joseph Pease, Esq., in front of the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway Comj>any's station, at Darlington. The engine (long known as 
" The Active") was constructed by Mr. George Stephenson in 1825, and 
it continued in service for a great number of years. After the ceremonial, 
Mr. Joseph Pease, Mr. Pease, M. P., Mr. MacXay, and other gentlemen, 
addressed the assemblage, reviewing the progress and future prospects of 
railways ; and a dinner subsetpiently took place, at the Sun Inn, to which 
about 80 gentlemen sat down. 

1). The estate and colliery of Bnrradon, near Newcastle, was 

purchased by Joseph Straker, Esq., of Tynemouth, for £21),«00. 

10. The owners of Backworth collierv^ succecdinl in reaching 

the main coal seam at their new winning. Tlie workmen were plentifully 
ix^galed on the following day. 
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June 16. The newly-erected Roman Catholic chapel of St. Mary's, 
at Felton Park, Northumberland, the seat of Thomas Riddell, Esq., was 
c»pened by the Right Rev. Dr. Hogarth, assisted by a numerous body of 
clergymen. The building is a very elegant one, and has a graceful spire. 

21. Early this morning, the windmill of Mr. William Shera- 
ton, at Stranton, near Hartlepool, was discovered to be on fire, and in 
about four hours the building and all its contents were entirely con- 
sumed. A neighbouring house was much damaged by the wands of the 
mill falling upon it. 

21. As three young men were bathing in the Aln, at Aln- 
wick, one of them, named Francis Russell, got beyond his depth in the 
water and was drowned; and a second, named Ralph Shepherd, also lost 
his life in endeavouring to save his companion. The bodies were interred 
on the 23rd, when a person, named Collingwood Alderson, went into the 
belfry of the church to toll the bell. The peal ceasing abruptly, Mrs. 
Alderson ascended the tower to ascertain the cause, and found her hus- 
band, with the rope in his hand, quite dead. 

24. The foundation-stone of a Wesleyan New Connexion 

chapel was laid at Wallsend by Mrs. Love. The building is estimated 
to cost £G00, and will accommodate 300 persons. 

Juh/ 1. The business of the post office at Sunderland was transferred 
to commodious premises in Bridge Street, underneath the Unitarian chapel. 

2. The Hon. Ncal Dow, the originator of the law prohibiting 

the sale of intoxicating liquors in the state of Maine, America, deliver^ 
a lecture in Newcastle, in advocacy of a similar measure in England. Mr. 
Dow subsequently lectured at Sunderland, and other neighbouring towns. 

10. A boiler explosion took place at Whitworth colliery, 

Durham, by which three persons were killed, and much damage was done 
to the engine-house and machinery. 

12. A fire occurred in the premises of Mr. Leer, brush manu- 
facturer, Darlington. The upper stories of the house were entirely 
destroyed, and considerable damage was done to the stock on the ground 
floor. 

15. This being the seventh anniversary of the passing of the 

Tyne Conservancy Act, the commissioners determined upon celebrating 
it by a survey of the river, and about five o'clock in the morning the 
CorjK)ration barges left the Quayside for the mouth of the Tyne, accom- 
panied by a number of steam vessels and gaily-decorated boats. Upon 
reaching the Low Lights, the party landed, and were received by the 
mayor and several members of the Corporation of Tynemouth, the 
River Commissioners residing at North and South Shields, and numerous 
influential residents. After breakfasting at the Albion Hotel, the com- 
missioners re-embarked, and proceeded to Spar Hawk, where a proclamation 
of their jurisdiction was made by the harbour-master. Several boat- 
races then took place, after which the ])rocession returned up the river, 
and upon reaching Hedwin Streams, the western termination of their 
journey, the proclamation was again made amidst great acclamations. 
JJoat-racing and other amusements took place during the afternoon, near 
the King's Meadows, and everything passed oft* in an agreeable manner. 

17. A fire occurred at Weetslade farm, near Newcastle, in the 

occupation of Mr. Col beck, by which the barn, thrashing maohiuc^ wvd 
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May 20. It having been determined to rebuild St. Nicholas* Church, 
Durham, at a cost of about £3,000, workmen commenced the demolition 
of the old edifice. Whilst it was re-building, Divine service was per- 
formed on Sundays in the Town Hall. 

21. A dinner was given to Peter Carstairs, Esq., in the As- 
sembly Rooms, Newcastle, by the supporters of that gentleman at the 
recent election. About 300 gentlemen sat down to dinner, under the 
presidency of Mr. W. Bainbridge, and the proceedings were of a very 
enthusiastic character. 

24. The parish church of Horton, Northumberland, was re- 
opened, after having undergone extensive repairs and alterations. 

25. The Morpeth branch of the Blyth and Tyne Railway was 

completed, the last rail being laid by the workmen, who were plentifully 
regaled on the occasion. 

31. Two young men, named J. S. Mason and E. Peacock, were 

drowned whilst bathing in the sea, near Sunderland south dock. Two 
companions, who were also in some danger, succeeded in reaching the shore. 

31. Mr. John Frost, the well-known Chartist, paid a visit to 

Newcastle, and was presented by his admirers with an address, in the Lec- 
ture Room. Mr. Frost subsequently delivered lectures in Newcastle and 
other towns, on " the present position of Reform in Parliament,** but met 
with but limited attention. 

. The estate of Chilton, near Ferryhill, was purchased of Daw- 
son Lamb ton, Esq., by the trustees of the Earl of Eldon, for £41,000. 
The estate was purchased by Mr. Lambton, about fifteen years previous, 
for £26,000. 

June 1. A polytechnic exhibition, of a very interesting character, was 
formally opened at Blaydon, near Newcastle, by Sir John Fife. The pro- 
ceeds were devoted to the support of the Blaydon Mechanics' Institute. 

1. The first cargo of coals from Hepscott colliery was shipped 

in the Hayhole Dock, on the Tyne. 

1. The supporters of Jas. Farrer, Esq., at the recent election for 

the Southern Division of Durham, gave him a grand dinner in the Central 
Hall, Darlington. The Duke of Cleveland presided, Mr. M. Fowler 
occupying the vice-chair, and about 450 gentlemen sat down to the enter- 
tainment. 

6. The foundation-stone of a pedestal, on which it is intended 

to place the first passenger locomotive-engine manufactured in England, 
was laid by Joseph Pease, Esq., in front of the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway Company's station, at Darlington. The engine (long known as 
" The Active") was constructed by Mr. Greorge Stephenson in 1825, and 
it continued in service for a great number of years. After the ceremonial, 
Mr. Joseph Pease, Mr. Pease, M. P., Mr. MacNay, and other gentlemen, 
addressed the assemblage, reviewing the progress and future prospects of 
railways ; and a dinner subsequently took place, at the Sun Inn, to whicli 
about 80 gentlemen sat down. 

9. The estate and colliery of Burradon, near Newcastle, was 

purchased by Joseph Straker, Esq., of Tynemouth, for £29,800. 

10. The owners of Backworth colliery succeeded in reaching 

the main coal seam at their new winning. The workmen were plentifully 
regaled on the following day. 
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June 16. The newly-erected Roman Catholic chapel of St. Mary's, 
at Felton Park, Northumberland, the seat of Thomas Riddell, Esq., was 
opened by the Right Rev. Dr. Hogarth, assisted by a numerous body of 
clergymen. The building is a very elegant one, and has a graceful spire. 

21. Early this morning, the windmill of Mr. William Shera- 
ton, at Stranton, near Hartlepool, was discovered to be on fire, and in 
about four hours the building and all its contents were entirely con- 
sumed. A neighbouring house was much damaged by the wands of the 
mill falling upon it. 

21. As three young men were bathing in the Aln, at Aln- 
wick, one of them, named Francis Russell, got beyond his depth in the 
water and was drowned; and a second, named Ralph Shepherd, also lost 
his life in endeavouring to save his companion. The bodies were interred 
on the 23rd, when a person, named Collingwood Alderson, went into the 
belfry of the church to toll the bell. The peal ceasing abruptly, Mrs. 
Alderson ascended the tower to ascertain the cause, and found her hus- 
band, with the rope in his hand, quite dead. 

24. The foundation-stone of a Wesleyan New Connexion 

chapel was laid at Wallsend by Mrs. Love. The building is estimated 
to cost £G00, and will accommodate 300 persons. 

July 1. The business of the post office at Sunderland was transferred 
to commodious premises in Bridge Street, underneath the Unitarian chapel. 

2. The Hon. Neal Dow, the originator of the law prohibiting 

the sale of intoxicating liquors in the state of Maine, America, delivered 
a lecture in Newcastle, in advocacy of a similar measure in England. Mr. 
Dow subsequently lectured at Sunderland, and other neighbouring towns. 

10. A boiler explosion took place at Whitworth colliery, 

Durham, by which three persons were killed, and much damage was done 
to the engine-house and machinery. 

12. A fire occurred in the premises of Mr. Leer, brush manu- 
facturer, Darlington. Tlie upper stories of the house were entirely 
destroyed, and considerable damage was done to the stock on the ground 
floor. 

15. This being the seventh anniversary of the passing of the 

Tyne Conservancy Act, the commissioners determined upon celebrating 
it by a survey of the river, and about five o'clock in the morning the 
Corporation barges left the Quayside for the mouth of the Tyne, accom- 
panied by a number of steam vessels and gaily-decorated boats. Upon 
reaching the Low Lights, the party landed, and were received by the 
mayor and several members of the Corporation of Tynemouth, the 
River Commissioners residing at North and South Shields, and numerous 
influential residents. After breakfasting at the Albion Hotel, the com- 
missioners re-embarked, and proceeded to Spar Hawk, where a proclamation 
of their jurisdiction was made by the harbour-master. Several boat- 
races then took place, after which the procession returned up the river, 
and upon reaching Hedwin Streams, the western termination of their 
journey, the proclamation was again made amidst great acclamations. 
Jk)at-racing and other amusements took place during the afternoon, near 
the King's Meadows, and everything passed oft* in an agreeable manner. 

17. A fire occurred at Weetslade farm, near Newcastle, in the 

occupation of Mr. Col beck, by which the barn, thrashing machine, and 
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a quantity of com, were consumed. By the exertions of the firemen from 
Newcastle, and other assistance, the dwelling house was saved from de- 
struction. 

July 18. The foundation-stone of a Primitive Methodist chapel 
was laid at Hetton-le-Hole, by Nicholas Wood, Esq. The cost of the 
structure is estimated at £800. 

18. A new market place at the west end of 8outh Shields, 

recently erected by James Young, Esq., was opened for public purposes, 
llie building, which is very neat and commodious, has a clock tower 
34 feet high. 

19. This morning, the Lord Bishop of Durham preached in 

St. Nicholas' Church, Newcastle, to a very crowded congregation. In 
the evening, his lordship preached a second time in the same edifice, 
and collections were taken after each service in aid of the funds of the 
Castle Garth {Schools. His lordship was the guest of the mayor during 
his sojourn in the town. 

19. At an early hour this morning, the premises of Messrs 

Leipschitz, pawnbrokers, Buckingham Street, Newcastle, were discovered 
to be on fire, and in a very short time the stock and furniture in the 
house were entirely destroyed. The parties were subsequently appre- 
hended and one of them was committed for trial on a charge of arson. 

22. Four men, named Blakeston Hind, George Winship, Wm. 

Hayes Beaumont, and John Harris, escaped from Newcastle gaol this 
morning, in a daring manner. The men were awaiting their trials at the 
assizes, which were fixed for the following week, and they were enabled to 
efiect their liberation by the inadvertence of a turnkey, who had left their 
cells unlocked. The captives, it afterwards appeared, had joined their 
bedding together into a sort of rope, and having scaled the roof of a work- 
shop which adjoins the outer wall, they had lowered themselves down to 
the street, a height of upwards of twenty feet, when they were free. On 
the 27th, however, Beaumont and Harris were captured in Carlisle, and 
the latter was sentenced to death on the following day, for cutting and 
wounding his paramour, a sentence which was commuted to transpor- 
tation for life. The bill against Beaumont was ignored. 

23. The foundation-stone of the new Reformatory Institution 

for the northern counties {see p. 373) was laid at Netherton, near Morpeth, 
by Earl Grey, in the presence of a very numerous assemblage of the ma- 
gistrates and other intiuential inhabitants of the district. After perform- 
ing the customary ceremony, the noble earl briefly addressed the specta- 
tors, congratulating them upon the successful progress of the institution, 
and the party then adjourned to a pavilion, and sat down to luncheon, his 
lordship presiding. The building, which was designed by R. B. Sander- 
son, jun., Esq., will have accommodation for 100 boys; it will be a plain 
but substantial erection, and thirty acres of ground adjacent have been 
taken for the industrial employment of the inmates. The cost of the 
ground and building was estimated at £3,350. 

24. A new Roman Catholic chapel at Black Hill, near Shot- 
ley Bridge, dedicated to St. Patrick, was consecrated by Cardinal Wise- 
man, assisted by the Right Rev. Bishop Hogarth and upwards of forty 
priests. His eminence subsequently preached an eloquent sermon to a 
crowded audience. A numerous party aftcrwanis hmclied together in 
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cclobration of the event of the day. The chapel was designed by Mr 
A. M. Dunn, of Newcastle, and accommodates 800 persons. 

Jultf 29. A large building in Reed's Court, Newgate Street, New- 
castle, oocapied partly as a stable, and partly by Mr. liowley, turner, and 
Mr. Watson, joiner, was entirely burnt to the ground. 

August 1. " Tlie Northern Weekly Standard" was published in New- 
castle for the first time. 

■ 5. At an early hour this morning, the extensive mill of 

Messrs W. Brown and Sons, in Clive Street, North Shields, was dis- 
covered to be on fire, and in a very short period the premises, with all the 
machinery, and about 600 quarters of wheat, were entirely destroyed. 

8. The Marchioness of Londonderry gave her second annual 

dinner to the workmen on her estates, in her ladyship's park at Seaham. 
The number of guests, and the quantity of refreshments provided, were 
about the same as on the previous occasion. (See p. 376.) The chair 
was taken by Lord A. Vane Tempest, M.P., Lady Londonderry bein.jr 
seated on his right; and the Bishop of Durham, Hugh Taylor, Esq., and 
a number of gentlemen connected with the district, were present. In the 
coarse of the proceedings. Lady Londonderry intimated that if her work- 
men were willing to combine for the purpose of supporting their ag«*d 
and infirm brethren, she would readily be at the expense of erecting a 
suitable building for the purpose, which should be termed the Pitm.*u s 
Home. 

— -— — 10. The Tyne Improvement bill (construction of docks at 
Coble Dean), and the Stockton Gas bill (empowering the Corporation to 
purchase gas works) received the Royal assent. 



Owuig to a vexatious tnadoertejwe on the part of the priiUer, the following 

paragraph was omitted in its jtropa* place : — 

1840. About this time, considerable attention was drawn to a house 
at Willington Dene, near North Shields, in consequence of a widely- 
spread report that it was " haunted," and as the case is of a very singular 
character, a short account of it may be considered within the scope of this 
work. The house is a good family dwelling, unconnected with any other, 
and stands near a steam corn-mill, belonging to the owner and occujner, 
Mr. Joseph Procter, a highly respected member of the Society of Friends ; 
and that gentleman, as well as the members of his family, are firm in 
their belief that what they have witnessed can only be accounted for by 
the supposition of spiritual agency. Mr. Procter has assured me that 
upwards of forty witnesses, of unimpeachable character, and none of whom 
can have any interest in stating what is untrue, can testify to occurrences 
which cannot be accounted for on natural principles; and, though averse 
to making public the whole of the extraordinary circumstances, yet at the 
time he did not refuse, even to strangers, an opportunity of visiting the 
premises. Amongst these was a young surgeon, named Drury, residing 
in Sunderland, who, with a friend, visited Willington, quite unexpt»ct- 

3 K 
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wily, on the 3rd July, and remained in the house during the night, no 
one but Mr. Procter being at home. According to Mr. Drury's statement, 
which was published soon after, he and his companion had been sitting 
some time with lights on the third story, and had heard sounds as of feet 
on the floor near them, a cough out of an empty room, and the sound as 
of some one walking up stairs in a silk dress, but nothing had been 
seen. They were thinking of going to bed, it being past midnight, 
when a female figure in a shroud emerged from a closet they had pre- 
viously examined, and which was too shallow for concealing any one; 
and with one hand on its breast, and the other pointing to the floor, slowly 
advanced till it reached Mr. Drury. He sprang forward, overcome with 
terror, and was confident that his arm passed through the ghostly figure, 
which vanished, but he then fainted, and was unwell for some days after. 
At another time, four persons outside of the house saw a luminous figure 
in a surplice, which passed backwards and forwards through a closed win- 
d(»w and out of the wall on each side, eventually fadmg away. The 
family in the house, Mr. Procter informs me, were in the frequent 
habit of hearing sounds for which there was no visible cause, and also, 
though much less frequently, of seeing apparitions. A rumour that tlie 
house was " haunted" obtained some currency before it was purchased 
by Mr. Procter's relatives, in 1806. He left the house in 1847, prior to 
which the visitations had become quite unfrequent, and they have subse- 
quently entirely ceased. It may also l>c observed that nothing of the 
kind was noticed for the first three years of the twelve he lived in it. 
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** C^hantideer" steamer, 329. 
Chapman, John M., 30. William, 142, 

144, 238. Mr., M. P., 206. 
Charlton, Anthony, 50, 289. Edward, 

140. James, 127. W.H., 112. W.J., 

220. 
Charnley, Emerson, 208. 
Chartism in the North, 108, 118, 115. 
Ch^ytor, Sir Wm., Bart, 5, 33, 76, 77, 

115,226. W. R. C, 6. 
Chester-le-Street — Accident, 803. Anti- 
quities, 878, 379. Fire, 19. Funerals, 

129, 150, 188. Gas, 18L Masonic 

Lodge, 118. Marriage, 171. Market 

Cross, 285. 
Chester, Bishops of, 11, 14, 241. 
Chesters, Little, Coins found at, 8. 
Cheswick Estate, 301. 
Chillingham, 2, 55. 
Chilton, Great Dinner at, 376. 
Chilton Estate, 39a 
Cholera, 7, 253, 259, 265, 266, 268, 329. 

Commissioners on, 336. 
Chrisp, Thomas, Dinner to, 873. 
Circumstantial evidence, 158. 
CUnny, Wm. Reid, 273. 
CUpham, Anthony, 18. [172. 

Clark, Wm., 73. G. tt, 133. Rev. J. D., 
Clarke, Thos., 209. H. G. C, 253. Wm., 

149, 270. 
Clampers, The, watermen, 158, 193, 199, 

206, 215, 238, 2(XJ, 299, 337, 345. 
Clavering, Sir T. J., 205, 332. C. J., 90. 

E. .;., 91. 
Claxheugh Rock, 2, 14. 
Clay, Ji)hn, «2. John, 287, 289, 301. 

Patrick, 178, 253, 333, 372. 
Clayton, Nathaniel, 382. Rev. Richard, 

388, 391. 
Clennell, Luke, 121. Thomas, 244. 
Cleveland, First Duke of, 7, 125, 1.V2. 

Scruml Duke of, 156, ISO. 
Coaching feat, 156. 



Coal Mine Explosions, Report on, 113. 

Coal Trade Regulations, 197. 

Coastley Dean, Accident at, 45. 

Cochrane, A., drowned, 346. 

Cock, Rev. J., drowned, 346. 

Cockfield colliery, 15. 

Cocklaw, Remains found at, 140. 

Cockle Park, Murder at, 207. 

Codley Moss, Smuggling at, 92. 

Colbome, Lord, 341. 

Collard, William, 282. 

Colling, Charles, 51. 

Collingwood Estate, 258. [204. 

Collingwood, Monument to Lord, 95, 132, 

Collingwood, Miss, 40. F. J. W., 100. 

E. J., 159. H. J. W., 125. John, 135. 
Collinson, Rev. John, 18, 120, 393. Ci^- 

tain, 366. 
Colpitts, Martha, 344. 
Coniscliffe, Coins found at, 41. 
Consett Ironworks, 151, 179, 342, 871. 
Cook, Rev. Joseph, 184. 
Cookson, John, 70. John, 393. X^eut- 

Col., 138. L T., 169. William, 178. 

James, 231. Isaac, 301. 
Coquet, Flood in the, 116. 
Coquet Island lighthouse, 147. 
Coquetdale Agncultural Society, 57. 
Corl)ridge, 194, 336. 
Comforth colliery, 1 15. 
Comhill, Agricultural Show at, 51. 
Com I>aws repealed, 215, 216. 
Cotes, Rev. Henry, 35. 
Coulson, J. B.. 26. G. IL, 75, 179. 
" Countess of Strathmore" lost, 328. 
County Courts, new, 224. 
Cowen, Jus., 343, 347. Jos., jun., 335. 
Cowpen. — Accidents, 187, 396. Chapel, 

133. Murder, 269. 
Coxe, Rev. R. C, 138, 183, 821, 327. 
Coxhoe colliery, 180. 
Coxlodge, Fire at, 181. . 
Crab, A valuable, 826. 
Cragffs, Robert, 354. 
Cramlington, Henry, 184. 
Cramlington, 56, 131, 196, 21.^ 264. 
Craster, Shafto, 71. T. W., 358. 
Crawcrook, Fire at, 212. 
Crawhall, Joseph, 222, 270, 825. 
Crawshay, George, 390. 
Creighton, John, 119. 
Cresswell Church, 42. 
Cress well. Cress well, 151, 247. A. J. B., 

131, 142. O. J. B., 175,377. 
Croft Railway-bridge, 88. . 
Crook, 126, 176,331. 
Crookhall Iron Works, 231. 
Crosby, John, 206, 222. 
Cross, Richard, killed, 73. 
Crow Trees colliery, 21, 71, 289. 
Croxdalo, 197, 220, 253. 
Croze r, James, 2S6. 
Cullercoats, 160, 240, 26."). 
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Culley, Matthew, G, 2()2. 

Cummins, Thomas, 192, 206. 

Cuthbert, Wm., 59, 821. Wm., jun., 126. 

Cuthbertson, Elizabeth, 66. 

Dalton, Chapel at, 59. 

Darling, Grace Horsley, 95. George, 274. 

Darlington. — ^Agricultural Show, 160, 
161. Accident, 52. Bridge, 17. Bal- 
loons, 27, 381. Bank, 62. Bazaars, 
116, 2r>2. Bailiff, Chief, 220, 223. 
Board of Health, 269, 285, 332. Baths 
and Washhouses, 294. Cemetery, 175. 
Chapels, 126, 235. Churches, 63, 236. 
Cricket, 284. Dinners, 20, 143, 278, 
834, 396, 398. l-xjcentric, 210. Fat 
Cattle Show, 334. Fires. 36, 76, 244, 
899. Footpaths, 132. Funeral, 191. 
Grey, Earl, at, 28. Mechanics* Insti- 
tute, 325. Monument, 208. Murder, 
119. Newspaper, 237. Park, 277. 
Pedestal for first IxKJomotive, 398. 
Peel, Sir Robert, at, 235. Polytechnic 
Exhibition, 367. Public Rooms, 214, 
219, 232. Queen at, 268, 869. Rail- 
ways, 138, 383. Snow storms, 152, 
224. Stag hunt, 194. Thunderstorm, 
159. Waterworks, 262, 277, 300, 332. 
Wctherell, C, Death of, 172. 

Davidson, John, 152. Rev. J., 233. W., 

Davies, Rev. Dr., 120. [349. 

Davis, Robert, 165. E. D., 377. 

Davison, M. J., 141. Christ, 177, 285. 
Col., 179, 263. John, 190. William, 

Deaf and Dumb Marriage, 362. [222. 

Decies, lAxdy, 304. Lord, 359. 

Dennett*s Rockets, 26. 

Denton, J. P., 269. 

Deptford, 14, 67, 80, 135, 209. 

Dcrwent and Shotley Road, 42. 

Derwent Crook colliery, 140. 

Derwent Iron Works, 332. 

Derwent, River, 149, 881. . 

Dickson, J. M., 64, 119, 247. William, 
170. Peter, 339. 

Dilston, Fires at, 297. 

Dinnington Church, 26. Fire, 136. 

Dinsdale Spa, 191. Bridge, 390. 

Dip ton. Chapel at, 32. 

Dissenters* Marriages, 76. 

Dixon, Dixon, 105. 

Dobson, Alex., killed, 849. [ W., 271 . 

Dodd, B. R., H. Rev. John, 135. Rev. 

Doddington Church, 106. 

Dodds. Ralph, 270, 333. 

Dog, Singular feats of a, 97, 194. 

Don, River, 127. 

Donkin, Sir Rufane S., 5, 33, 37, 75. 
Miss, 74. Samuel, 151. Armorer, 301. 

" Dorchester Labourers,** The, 24. 

Doubleday, Thos., 108. 

Douglas, Hon. J. A., 204. William, 344. 
Sir C. E., ,326. 

Douglass, James, killed, 47. 



Drummond, Thos., (Earl of Perth), 23. 

Duels, 26, 156. [175. 

Dungannon, Vis. {see Trevor), 76, 170, 

Dunn, Thos., 165. George Thomas, 239, 
288, 804. 

Durham, City ot Amateur Theatricals, 
362. Atben»um, 248. Antiquities, 
77, 228. Agricultural Shows, 160. 
Assizes, 69, 170. Baths and Wash- 
houses, 382. Bishops at, 61, 888, 394. 
Board of Health, 259, 264. Bridge, 
385. Cathedral, 11, 138, 148, 213, 228, 
230, 394. Chapel, 846. Churches, 
239, 240, 398. Cfonfirmation, 68. Cor- 
porate Inquiry, 19, 45. Cricket, 260. 
Crows on Cathedral, 242. Dinners, 7, 
21, 87, 219,324, .334. Dormitory of 
the Priory, 278. Elections, 6, 33, 75, 
141, 170, 176, 234, 308, 318, 394. Es- 
capes from gaol, 26, 173. Explosions, 
41, 167, 198. Executions, 110, 241. 
Freedom of the City, 18. Fires, 56, 
87, 172, 212, 239. Funeral, 66. Gas 
Works, 208. Grammar School, 192. 
Infirmary, 289. Library, 278. Mar- 
ket Place, 147, 239. Markets, new, 
288,319. Meetings, 23, 24, 180,208,377. 
Mayors, 17, 30, 50, 110, and Nov. 9, 
yearly. Murder, 198. Monuments, 14, 
55, 78. Mechanics' Institute, 259. 
Neville House, 803. Newspaper, 63. 
Odd Fellows, 361. Penitentiary, 298. 
Recorder, 31. Regattas, 40, 69, 127, 
141, 199, 215, 381. Railways, 183, 
395. Sale of Corporate furniture, 57. 
Skeleton found, 268. Suicide, 124. 
Storms, 38, 59, 298. Testimonials, 225, 
334, 391. Town Hall, 290, 305, 821. 
Training School, 147. Theatre, 262. 
Visitors, 1 18, 215. Whale in theCastle, 
113. Wear on Fire I 372. Water- 
works, 259. 

Durham, County of. — Ag^eultural So- 
ciety, 23, 160. Conservative Associa- 
tion, 175. Elections, 6, 34, 76. 142, 
234, 809, 895. Lunatic Asylum, 890. 
Meeting, 157. Militia, 817, 326, 859, 
362,380. Police, 119. 

Durham, Bishops of. — Van Mildert, 6.5. 
Maltby, 56. 61, ib., 120, 378, 387. 
Longley, 388, 394, 3%. 

Durham County Coal Company, 68, 347. 

Durham, Deanery of, 127, 130. 

Durham, First Earl, 17, 18, ib., 21, 81, 
32, 43, 78, 128. Monument to, 130, 
189. Countess, 150. 

Durham, Sectond Earl, 266, 340, 342. 
Countess, 362. 

Durham, See of. Benefices in, 92. Tem- 
poralities of, 378, 387. 

Durham University, 17, 70, 72, 139, 158, 
212,222,301,355. 

Durham, Old, 271. 
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Dwarris, Fortunatus, 18, 1 9. H. P., Sfi 1 . 
Kagle at Ravensworth, 36. Blyth, 40. 
Ear-ring found in a bird, 824. In a fish, 
Earsdon Church, 79. [380. 

Ebchester, Accidents at, 82, 89. 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 378, 390. 
Eden, Sir R J., 190. Rev. P. J., 253. 
Eden Bank, Accident at, 295. 
Edinburgh, new road to, 31. 
Educational Scheme, 366. 
Eeles, John, 289, 253. 
Ehlcrt, J. F., executed, 110. 
Ekins, Rev. Fred., 154. 
Elcho, Lord, 175, 242. 
Eldon, Earl of, 66, 83. Second Earl, 32 1 , 

347. Countess, 206. 
Elections, General, 4, 33, 74, 141, 233, 
Electricity from a boiler, 131. [307, 394. 
Electric Telegraph, 216, 310, 326. 
Elemore, Fire at, 23. 
Elgin, Earl of, 222. 
Ellingham, Affray at, 300. 
Ellington Estate, 195. 
Elliott, Archibald, 231. William, 270. 
Ellison, Cuthbert, 846, 390. C. E., 337. 

Nathaniel, 165. 
Elswick, North, colliery, 195, 238. 
Elton church, 150. 
Elwes, W. H., 303. 
Elwick, Fire at, 109. 
Embleton, Chapel at, 1 7. 
Emigrant Ships, 310, 313. 
Eppleton colliery, 1 1 . 
Errington, John, 65, 332. Rowland, 1 05. 
Etal Games, 57. 
Etherley, Chapel at, 4. 
Ettrick, Rev. W., 225. 
Ewbank, John Wilson, 239. 
** Experiment** steamer burnt, 231. 
Exhibition, Great, 274. 
Faber, Rev. G. S., 387. 
Fairless, WiUiam Kerr, 328. 
Falkons, William, 148. 
Falla, William, 57. 

Families, Prolific, 151, 178, 262, 304. 393. 
Fam Islands, Wrecks, 95, 174. Chnpel, 
Famacres, Accident ait, 1 82. [191. 

Farrer, James, 142, 234, 309, 395, 398. 
Favell, J. M., 167. 
Fawcett, John, 305. 
Fawdon, Accident at, 54. 
Featherstonhaugh, W., 245. 
Felling, 3, 44, 136. 151, 23;^, 355, 383. 
Felton, 124,399. 
Fenwick, Accident at, 166. 
Fenwick, Henry, 308, 318, 324, 356, 394. 

John, 278. John R., 356. Thomas, 

274. Thomas. 319. 
Ferryhill Church, 331. 
Fife, Sir John, 99, 114, 127. 178. Henry, 
Fight, Fatal, at sea, 295. [171. 

Finchale IViorv, 37, 117. 
Fish, Cuiinns,* 1:), 43, 120, ibid, 258. 



Caught by a dog, 194. Ear-rings in, 
380. Coin in, 71. Immense draughts 
of, 284. Sharks, 62, 2 1 7. 269. 

Fltzclarence, Lord Frederick, 357. 

Fitzroy, Robert, 142. 

Flatworth, Fire at, 269. 

Fleming, Joseph, 390. 

Flies, Swarm of, 14. 

Flodden, Arms found at, 391. 

Font, River, 67, 78. 

Foot-racing, 154, 158. 

Forbes, Patrick, executed, 275. 

Forbister, Robert, 88. 

Ford.— Village rebuilt, 79. Tithes of, 
202, 218. Church, 327. 

" Forfarshire," Wreck of the, 95. 

Forster, George, 68. Matthew, 142, 234, 

308, 325, 395. Ralph, 149. Thomas, 

154. J. H., 287, 372. John, 325. 
Fourstones colliery, 270. 

Fox G. T. 245. 

Fox-hounds, 70, 88, 1 10, 169, 1 75, 1 85, 197. 

Framwellgate Moor colliery, 99, 123. 

Free Church agitation, 175. 

Friars' Goose, chimney at, 13. Storm at, 

86. Fire, 150. Colliery, 184, 198, 
Frosts, Severe, 83, 335, 857. 
Fy ler, George, 141. 
Gainford, Chapels at, 28, 862. 
Gallon, Elizabeth, 171. 
Garmondsway Moor, 109. 
Garribaldi on the Tyne, 340. 
Gas at Wallsend, 128, 138. 
Gateshead.— Accidents, 71, 280, 292, 

309. Agricultural Show, 161. Anti- 
quities, 88, 92. Baths and Wash- 
houses, 357. Board of Health, 270. 
Boundaries Perambulated, 260. Cha- 
pels, 38, 59, 1 77, 240, 326, 374. Churches 
18,80,105,216, 368. Cholera, 7,13,259, 
208, 330, 332. Clock illuminated, 1 1 6, 
253. Coach to Stanhope, 28. Con- 
firmations, 64, 144. Dinners, 17, 120, 

155, 192, 310, 811, 874. Dean and 
Chapter property, 1 65. Elections, 6, 33. 
75, 141, 233, 308, 394. Fires, 88, 141, 
183, 286, 303, 315, 332, 847, 356. Mo- 
nument, 13. Manor, 390. Mayors, 
49, and Nov. 9, yearly. Mayor's chain, 
293. Magistrates, 56. Mechanics' In- 
stitute, 65, 231. Murders, 79, 217. 
Municipal Reform, 18, 45, 49. News- 
paper, 82. Newcastle Courts extended 
to, 87. Oakwellgate colliery, 156. 
Orange affray, 383. Poor Law Union, 
f ;2, 66. Portrait of Lord Durham, 1 44. 
Post Office, 195. Quays Act, 36.3. 
Railways, 105, 116, 179, 186. Ser- 
mons, 1 06, 1 6 1 . Suicides, 344. Storms, 
38, 66, 103, 294, 309. Testimonials, 
120,155,369. Town Hall, 191. Town 
Clerks, 49, 341. Volunteers' Colours, 
346. Windmill Hills, 185. 
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GilrhrUc O^^np^. II1>. I>J. 
Oiflr^. R«v. TVHnaii. 3»4. 

Ok*«K**t*T, fiorb^^ /^/. 221. 
r;k^<^, Wniism. killed, 3I< 
0^*r|ric Cliib, 117. 
(Mf^rArm effllwtj, 31. 

(wfmUt, l>!rwM m I Oh. 
C#''iarlft7, WiUuun, 20& 

f ;rftA«, Rdwftrd Nftthftniel, 3^4, 390. 

r;rmb«B, Kib/yp, 242. 

Orntnfftr, Rieharl 13. 28, 27, 29, 3». 44. 

ib., ifO, rr,. Ur^ 310. 

Or»iif;» e^fllicrj, 179. [31 1. 

OrMif^, T. C 34. 7.S, ^7, 141, 2S4, Sr*^. 

Orsj, f>r/ix«, 10. Rev. K., 196. Bigbi 
Ji«ir. BUhop, 230, 3-i?]. 

Or««fii, Bfrnjunio, 6H. Rcr. Robert, 210, 
240. G., 237. W., 391. 

Or#^rficfr*ft c^licTj, 131. 

ffrecmer'ii IlArp(«ci«i Oan, 107. 

Gr(;«iilftir Walli, Aeddi^t ftt, 395. 

Orwenwell, Tbonuu, aO, <H, 99, 1 10. Sir 
I.<eonard, 193. 

(irtfpufn^ flennr, 179. 

(rrey, Charfe* Karl, 18, 2^, ib.« 200; mo- 
nimicnt to, 3ri, 7m, 98; poitrsit of, A7. 
Henry, Eftrl, 228,370, 373. HirGeorgv, 
23./, 2««, 309, 320, 323, 344, 39.>. Hir 
Chftriet £., 75, 118. Hir Henry G., 
1 94. Hon. Md Kt Ue v. K, 74. Hon. 
ftnd Rer. John, 306. Hr/n. uid Rev. 
F.R., 130. 8ir John, 376. John, 269, 
Charles Btuwn, 7, 37, 366. R W., 234, 
308. T. R.,385. 

(Griffith, Rev. H. IX, 22. 

(jjametruji cMif^ht, 258. 

HAip^mton, Mr T., 166. Sir E., 396. 

Ifmilii, W. A., 204. 

llAJr, ThofflM, JM4. 

Hmll, MichMfl, 64, 167. 

Hmltwhimle, 170, 243, 259, 319, 363, 393. 

Hatnilum, Rev. G. IL, KH. 

lUmond, C. F., 249. 

llanf^inr, Accidi^tml, 327. 

limnn, Surnvn, 384. 

JIarUittk', Chspc*] at, 346. 

Ilardinffp, ViiK:ount, iWt\. 

Hardwicke, Earl c»f. 17. 

llan*iihaw Common <>nftl4>M>d, <tK7. 

llHrlfiiid Charlfw, 5, 34, 75. 
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AccJfenGL l4.±3iL Bowd of 
30. CtfMterr. 3»4± 

:a^ I ?4. i7». *k. *XL «>4. 

7. <nL3rdh. ±!*± CooBei] 
Di--rm::;»>o — in abrraaccw 17; 
147: new charter. 2>iS, 
Il>«k«. 41.113. Elrphanr Bocfc, 14iL 
T'.T'rL. 57, i>«?. 377. Ga*Hrorkiw W. 
0%A and Wacct. 2iS± KiBg FU 
no^:. I5\ LtchchooMi. IK, S19. 
Xatocs. 17. 147. 14^. 163. 177. 191. SOS, 
TJl. 7)7. 2>>. :*«9!. i«2. 290, and Nor. 
9. Tearir. Ne«T«ipm^ 117. 29i3^ JttL 
Pu'rt. I:^4.»;;3L Recana. Ii»9. Rail- 
vajf. l^H, HI. Rc^rurder. 17. Riot. 
K SaTinss' Bank. 176. Skiovrcdka* 
^7^^ 317. 33*;. &V>. 391 SkalrtoM 
r.*and.2m. Tovni WalL 42, «&. Tw 
tunoniaL 391. 

fUaTLBrouu WcfT. — Ai ln— .— , 298L 
ChapeU 295. S'lO. 361. Cbolerm, 547. 
Charch.34l.a^ rire.£S3w Gaa,35S. 
Harboar and Dodu. IM. 232. 2gf, 
3i»K 3ri7, 3^1. Maaslaaghcar, M7. 
Market, 393. Testlmoniak. 292, S7a 
Trees foand. 2:^1. 

Hartley. James, 301. 317. 

Hartley colliery. 32. Fires. 210. 301. 

Harton, 64. 130. lf<7, 345. 

Harrcsta, Late, 9^, V>i\ 

HaAtines, I»rd, 131*. 

HasweU collierj, 28, 37, 41. 191. 

** Haunted House ^ at WilHnf^ofi. 44>l. 

Haaxkj, 110,269. 

Hawdon, Robert, 178. 

Ham-ke, Lord, 245. 

Hawkhill, Antiquities at, 2fW. 

Hawks, George. 49, 253, 270. Sir R. A., 
123. Joseph, 165, 288. 

Haydon Bridge, 24, 59, 246, 890. 

Hajr Hole I>ocks, 307, 346. 

Haystack, Voyage of a, 117. 

Hayton, Rev. John, 31. 

Hazlewood, W., 17. 

Headlam, T. E., M.D., 81, 114, 185, 206, 
222. T. E., 233, 308, 345, 395. Ven. 
John, 341. 

Health of Towns' Commission, 178. 

Heam, George W., 303. 

Heaton Estate, 130. 

Heavisides, Edward H., 266. 

1 lebbum, A ffray s at, 26, 282. Explosions, 
61, 262, 305. 

Hedley, Rev. Anthony, 34. E. A., 82. 

Henderson, William, 2r>3, 321 

Hendon Church, 318. Fire at, 371. 

Hepncott colliery, 398. 

Herdman, John, Death of, 1 53. 

Ilernaman, John, 19, 212. 
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Herrings, Great takes of, 160, 81 1 

Herrington, West, Chapel at, 117. 

HettoD. — Church, 4, 73. Accidents at, 
18, 815. Collieries, U, 21, 29, 47, 56, 
68,862. Explosions, 54, 171. Dinner, 
876. Chapel, 400. 

Heughan, Robert, 265. 

Heworth, Fire at, 46. 

Hrxham. — Ag^cultural Show, 51, 97. 
Abbey Church, 884. Bishop's Visita- 
tion, 79. Bishop of («ee Hogarth). 
Board of Health, 883. Bridge carried 
away, 891. Cholera in, 7, 268, 881, 
882. Chapel, 106. Court House, New, 
91. Discovery of Stycas, 1. Fires, 
118,218,288,295,297. Gas, 84. Ladye 
Chapel, 144. Murder, 11 9. Presenta- 
tion, 269. Railway, 86, 872. St. 
Mary's Church, 842. Schools, 877. 
Thunder storm, 91. 

Highlands, Distress in the, 70, 225. 

Hindc, J. Hodgson, 5, 8, 88, 89, 61, ib., 
62, 68, 75, 141. 

Hives, Daniel, murdered, 220. 

Hodgson, John («m J. H. Hinde). James, 
140,155,801. T. and J., 272. Richard, 
75, 182, 142, 238,808, 325. John, 198. 
General Anthony, 243. Thomas, 287. 
R. W., 854. 

Hogarth, Thos., 133, 206. Bishop, 251, 
285, 810. 

Hoggett, Robert, 165, 192. 

Holgate, Rev. T. R, 242. 

Holmes, William, 75. 

Holy Island, 52, 217. 

Holystone Church, 264. 

Hood, John Lionel, 30. James, 390. 

Horses, Singular Accident to, 13. 

Horsley, Church at, 176. 

Horton Estate, 262. Church, 398. 

Hott, The, Bridge at, 344. 

Hough Hall coluery, 153. 

Houghton, Manor of^ 301. 

Houghton- le-Spring. — Gas, 35. Chapels, 
81, ib., 3(>8. Antiquities, 242. Ex- 
plosion, 287. Presentation, 288. Me- 
chanics' Institute, 322. Cemetcr}', 
346. Prince of Wales at, 397. [107. 

Hounds, 63, 70, 88, 1 10, 1 09, 1 75, 1 85, 1 94, 

Howard, Hon. Capt. F. G., 5, 19. Hon. 
E. G. G., 19, 31, 69, 122, 142, 234. 
Hon. E., 308. 

Howdon, Accident, 209. Chapel at, 38. 
Chc»kTa, 331. Colliery Accident, 95. 
Dock, 256. Explosion, 108. 

Howick, Viscount, 6, 34, 37, 76, 142, 146, 
149 (and see Henry, Earl Grey). 

Howick Hall, 2(;7. 

Hubback, Joseph, 1C.>. 

Hudson, George, ISG, 203, 205, ib.. 234, 
241, 246, 2.-»7, L'.VJ, 308, 394. 

Hull<K'k, Sir John, Monument to, 41. 

Humblo, Francis. 232. 



Hume, Thomas, 179. 

Hunter, Sir Martin, 223. Robert, 890. 

Hunwick, Church at, 194. 

Hurst, Rev. Blythe, 157. 

Hurworth Church, 132. 

Hutchinscm, A. W., 110, 119. Thomas, 

181. John, 859. 
Hutt, Wm., 141, 192, 233,308, 811, 394. 
Hylton, Fire at, 37a 
Hymers, William, 138. 
Ilderton, Sanderson, 5, 89, 328. Rev. 

Thomas, 31. 
Income-tax, Meetings on, 155, 170. 
Influenza, Epidemic of, 67. 
Ingham, Robert, 5, 20, 8Sy 75, 121, 141, 

308, 394, 896. 
Ingledew, Henry, 317. 
Ingleton Church, 181. [46. 
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Cress weU, 123, 264. M. L., 287. 
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Johnson, Edward, 26. Francis, 88. Ed- 
ward J., 321. " Jacky," 70. . 
Johnston, George, 82, 133, 178, 222, 333, 

304. J. F. W., 367. 
Johnstone, l^v. Charles, 278. 
Joicey, Robert, murdered, 207. Ralph, 

executed, 207. 
Joint-StockCompany,Extraordinary,126. 
Joplin, Thomas, 230. 
Judge, Assault on a, 247. 
Kearney, Rev. P., 384. 
Kellah, Fire at, 1 14. Poisoning, 294. 
Kemble, Mrs. Stephen, 136. 
Kcnmir, William, 178. G. J., 341. 
Kennicott, Rev. B., 58. Rev. B., 154. 
Kibblesworth, Explosion at, 368. 
Kidson, J. P., 50, 197. 
Killingworth, Chapel at, 27. Explosions, 

179, 196, 301. 
Kings wood. Inundation at, 10. 
Kirkharle Estates, Sale of, 58. 
Kirkheaton, oC*, 131, 327. 
Kirk wood, Alexander, 390. 
Knarcsdale Church, 20. 
Knight, Rev. Thomas, 202, 218. 
•* lAuly FcvcTsham" sunk at Shii kU, 207. 
" Lady Jane" lost, 202. 
Laing, John, 9. 
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Laing, J., Jun., 223, 232. [183. 

liamb, Joseph, 64. Robert, 82. Humble, 

Lambert, N. G., 253, 317. John, 260. 

Lambshields, Fratricide at, 172. 

Lambton Castle, 21, 129. 

Lambton, Hedworth, 6, 7, 84, 76, 77, 142. 
R. J., 88, 188. Lady E.. 175. 

Jjameslev, Alma Houses at, 66. 

Landrail, Sinmilar nest of a, 175. 

Larkin, Charles, 56, 65. 

Lartingtcm, Fire at, 88. 

Launch. (See Ship launch.) r869 

Lawson, M. de Cardonnel, 100. William, 

Lawton, William, drowned, 67. 

Lead in a Coal Mine, 288. 

Leasingthome, Explosion at, 820. 

Lee, Thomas, killed, 26. Wm., killed, 79. 

Lesbury Church, 237. 

lieveson. Lord, 69, 75, 78. 

XiCwins, Richard, 222. 

•* Liberty and Property" lost, 887. 
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(See second Lord Ravensworth.) 
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Lindsay, WilUam S., 339, 394. 
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225, 338, 877. 
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Banks, 240. Mrs. Bates, 79. J. Bell, 
393. S. Benton, 320. R. Besford, 79. 
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Crozier,292. S.Davis, 100. M.Daw- 
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158. A. Jobson, 9. M. Johnson, 334. 
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Mrs. Robson, 89. S. Robson, 262. T. 
Robson, 10. C. Russell, 47. Mrs. 
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Longframlington, Thunder storm at, 61. 

Ijonghorsley, Chapel at, 150. 

Ijonghoughton, Fire at, 252. 

Ix)ngley, Bishop, 388, 394, 396. 
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Sir C. v., 282. Sir H. C, 289. Sir 
W., 292. Sir J. L., 310. 
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Lovaine, Lord, 197, 234, 809, 395. Lady, 

Lowrey, Stephen, 239. 

Lucker, Accident at, 274. 

Ludworth colliery, 194, 196. 

Lumley, Murder at, 55. Fire, 358. 

Lyham, Accident at, 324. 

Lynesack, Church at^ 235. Murder, 323. 

Lvon, Rev. Ralph, 376. 

Maclean, Donald, 115. 

Maddison, A.,238. 

Magna, Discoveries at, 12. 

Mainsforth Cars, Accident at, 107. 

Maling, Admiral, 256. 
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Harriania, Singular. 316, 3G2. 
Maraden Rock, 69, 166, 266. 807. 
UarshalL Robert, 99. 
Hartin, Jon., 8S. William, 291. John,3.^7. 
HBrtinKm, Robert, 370. 
"Mary Onthsm," The, lost, 86*. 
Uatfen, Chnrch at, IG8. 
Mather, Jime9,8, 118,213,293. Witliam, 
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Hatthewa, G., executed, 221. 
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Moor House, Fire at. 16. 
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Mowbray, HolUngaworth, and Co., BG4. 

Mowbray, J. R, 826, 895. 
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Murray, Dr., 15. William, 105. 

Murlon colliery, 88. 145, 2GI. 

Napoleon, Prince Louis, 225. Prince,3Sl. 

Navigation Laws. 245. 

Naworlh Castle, Tire at, 184. 

Mesbitt, Charlton, 99. 

Netherton, 208, 246, 833, 400. 
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Newbiggen (Durham), 368. 
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brnugh. Murder at, 226. 
bum. Flood at, 61, 386, 
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Assize Courts, Proposed. 99. 

Balloon Ascent, 831. 

BatlB.35, lOS 122, 182, 166, 174,206,275. 

Bankruptcy Court, 166. 
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BoondarieB of Borongh, 47, 99. 

Brewery, Joint-Stoc^ 58. 

Bricklayers* Hall, 302. Labourer, Female, 

British Association, 78, 92. [248. 

Burial Grounds cl(Med, 338. 

Butcher and Vegetable Markets, 44, 87. 

Byker Dispensary, 38. 

Castle, Old, 241, 248. 

Castle Garth, 361. 

Cattle, Importation of, 158. 

Cemeteries, 20, 64, 338, 375, 385, 396. 

Central Exchange, 106, 141, 278. 

Central Railway Station, 237, 284. 
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Chartist Provision Store, 115. 

Chess, 266. 
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Church Property, 4. [on, 336. 
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Coals sent to, 184. 

Collingwood, Lord, Monument to, 95, 132. 
Hair of, 130. 

Commissions, Royal, 18, 178,206, 331,336, 
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Congregational Union, 353. 

Com Laws, 106, 145, 148, 166, 167, 174, 
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Com Market, 79, 95. 

Corporation Commissioners, 18. 
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Courts, County, 224; of Conscience, 225. 
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Custom House. 17, 229, 240, 244. 
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Ridley, 169. Lord Rokeby, 392. Ro- 
bert Stephenson, 281. H. Taylor, 286. 
Sir J. Vi^lsham, 155. 

Dinner in a Mash Tub, 54. 
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Dispensary, 72, 256. 

Dissenters^ Marriages, 76. 

Distress of the Poor, 143, 157. 

Eccentrics, 21, 70, 237, 245, 282, 291. 

Elections, 5, 83, 61, 74, 141, 233, 308, 375, 

Electric Light, 278. [394. 

,j Tele^aph, 216, 326. 

Emigrant Ship, 318. 
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Executionfi. — Patrick Forbes, 275. Mark 
Sherwood, 181. 

Exhibition of Painthigs, 40. 

Explosions, 97, 801, 321, 323. 

Fairs, 23, 76. 

Farmer's Club, 208. 

Fat Cattle Show, 303. 

Fatal Fight, 146. 

Fine Arts Socictv, 81, 92, 118. 
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Fire and Explosion, Great, 347. 

Fires. — J. Adamson's, 259. Anderson's 
mill, 1&4, 358. Ai^* Court, 255. J. 
Armstrong's, 13. J. Atkinson^s, 109. 
Brown's, 7. J. Brown's, 337. J. Buck- 
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Garth, 139. Chubb's, 253. Close, 825. 
Copland and Jones', 228. Cowper'sJ 105, 
J. Dixon's, 51. S. Dixon's, 840. M.S. 
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Fawcett'sJJ. Flax Mill, 55. S..Gaiis', 
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140. R. and W. HawOiom's, 6, 209. 
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James' 123. Messrs Leipechitz', 400. 
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22, 344. Quayside, 847. L. Reed's, 
331. Ridley Court, 247. St Peter's, 
76. Savipgs' Bank, 100. Mrs.Simm's, 
365. SoDwith's, 10. A. Spoor's, 269. 
Tents on Moor, 12. R. Thompson's, 317. 
R. Todd and Go's., 173. Trotter's, 264. 
Watson's, 401. 

Fox- hounds, 197. 

Freehold Land Society, 259. 

Freemasonry, 78, 118, 313. 

Freemen, 1, 2, 7. 

French inundations, 882. 

Frosts, Great, 83, 335, 357. 

Funerals, 16, 22, 34, 165, 166, 173, 177, 
227, 288, 318. 

Gaol, Escapes from, 168, 400. 

Geese, Man drawn by, 195. 

Grammar School, 182. 

"Grenville Bay," whaler, 50, 71. 

Grey monument, 30, 54, 68, 78. 

Hackney-coach accident, 70. 

Hamburgh, Steamers to, 108, 214. 

Hares in, 20, 64. 

High-level bridge, 14, 118, 176, 184, 220, 
251, 261, 285, 341. Approach to, 339. 

Hirings, 38. 

Hospitals, 182, 196, 199, 210. 

Hot weather, 125. 

Hydraulic cranes, 209 ; engine, 272. 

Improvements, 23, 26, 27, Uj 48, 91, 141, 
176, 295, 339, 361. 

India, Trade with, 108. 

Infirmary, 293, 313, 356. 

Jesus Hospital, 199. 

Jews' Synagogue, 91. 

Joint-Stock mania, 60. 

Juvenile Crime, 320, 331, 373, 400. 

Juvenile Preacher, 44. 

Launches, 124, 185, 214, 247, 307, 326, 866. 

Leaps, Darmg, 171, 285, 841. 

Leazes, 23. 

Life-Boat Exhibition, 275. 

Literary and Philosophical Society, 9, 10, 
14, 18, 69, 87, 169, 257, 286, 337, 874. 

Local Marine Board, 286. 

Moils, 43, 92, 99, 180, 138, 186, 238. 

Mansion liouse, 51, 62, 67. 
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Mary Magdalen Hospital, 388, 390, 891. 

Mayor, Irreinilar Election of, 1, 7. 

Mayors, 16, 30, 49, and Nov. 9 yearly. 

Mayoreasea, Accouchments, 38, 360. 

Medical School, 81, 291, 295, 316. 

Middle Street removed, 91. 

Monuments, 18, 22, 26, 81, 84, ib., 66, 166. 

Moot Hall, 281. 

Moulton's Charity, 35. 

Municipal Reform, 41, 45. 

Murders. — J. Anderson, 145. C Duffy, 
278. Elizabeth Forbes, 275. R. Low- 
thin, 217. James Millie, 100. —Mit- 
chell, 246. J. H. Moonev, 116. H. 
Ross, 8. Ann Sherwood, iSl. 

Musical Festival, 162. 

Natural History Society, 9, 82, 64, 95. 

Neville Hall, 316. 

Newspapers, 13, 19, 65, 80, 123, 134, 172, 
210, 272, 334, 342, 868, 401. 

News Rooms, 47, 106, 141,354. 

Nuns' Gate removed, 295. 

Odd Fellows, 184. 

Omuibuses, 3, 47. 

Orphan House Schools, 379. 

Ousebum Viaduct, 68. 

Pandon Dean Bridge, 294. 

Papal Aggression, 285, 288. 

Peace with Russia, 379. 

Police, 3, 67, 199. Police Office, 69. 

Political Meetlng^ 4, 24, 91. 

Polytechnic Exhibitions, 124, 245. 

Poor Law Union, 60, 68. 

Port,29, 229, 240,244. 

Post Office. jSm Mails. 

Poultry Show, 230. 

** Problem" Yacht, 190. 

Quay, New, 130. Sale of, 393. 

Races, 72, 127, 187. 198. 

Ragged Schools, 235, 344. 

Railways, Opening of, 36, 69, 89, 109, 110, 
186, 222, 238. StaUona, 47, 237, 284. 
Meeting, 94. 

Recorders, 16, 80, 34, 355. 

Regattaa, 29, 188, 202, 219, 266. 

Reviews, MUitary, 139, 174. 

Revision of Voters, 1. 

Riots, 114, 140, 167. 

River Police, 199. [357. 

Royal Commissions, 18, 178, 206, 831, 336, 

St. Nicholas' Square Improvements, 176, 
339, 365. 

St Peter's, 124, 185, 193, 826, 366. 

Sanitary Inquirv, 272. 

School of Medicine, 31, 291, 295, 316. 

Schools, Proposed new, 842, 353. 

Sermons, 94, 147, 400. 

Sewer, Woman found in a, 108. 

Sheriffs, 16, 30, 49, and Nov. 9 yearly. 

Shieldficld colliery, 86. 

Skeleton found, 206. 

Slavery, 10, 27. 

Smuggling, 163, 225, 276. 

Snow storms, 64, 66, 86, 223, 822. 

Soap, Illicit manufacture of, 225. 

Spital Tongues, 154, 178, 807. 

Stamp Office, 18. 

Steam Packet Companies, 108, 115, 177. 
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Storms of wind, 23, 86, 52, 66, 98, 102, 
168, 320, 375. 

Streets, 44, 48, 54, 63. Swelling of, 210. 

Suicides, 81, 90, 158, 192. 

Surgeons' Hall, 134, 291. 

Sjmod, Presbyterian, 396. 

Tailors' Strike, 346. Tea imported, 74. 

Testimonials, 2, 26, 88, 39, 56, 131, 183, 
183, 185, 210, 212, 222, 240, 247, 271, 
293, 804, 336, 371, 875. 

Theatre, Old, 29, 59. New, 69. 

Thomlinson's Library, 24. 

Thunderstorms, 38,74, 111, 157.214,218, 

Travelling, Cheap, 177, 306. [264, 294. 

Trinity House, 94, 249, 297. 

Tyne Conservancy, 2G0, 275, 288, 399, 
* Piers 343. 

"Vesta'*' steam vessel, 71, 77, 302. 

Vicars, 135, 138, 821. 

Victoria, Queen, Majority, 72. Proclaimed, 
73. Coronation, 90. Marriage, 122. 
Accouchment, 133, 149. Visits New- 
castle, 267, 282, 313, 353. 

Victoria Bazaar, 87. 

Virgin Mary Hospital, 182, 196, 210, 378. 

Visitation, Bishop's, 78. 

Visitors. — Prince Alexander of the Ne- 
therlands, 177. Bosjesmans, 253. Elihu 
Burritt, 303. Duke of Cambridge, 161, 
163, 216. Dr. Candlish, 175. Bishop 
of Chester, 14. Geo. Cruikshank, 85o. 
Grand Duke Constantine, 235. Messrs 
Cobden and Bright, 167, 174, 179, 208. 
C. Dickens, 313. Dr. Dibdin, 65. Hon. 
Neal Dow, 899. Bishops of Durham, 63, 
64, 78, 145, 396, 400. Archduke Fre- 
derick of Austria, 163. John Frost, 398. 
Earl Grey (late), 28; (present), 370. 
Father Gavazzi, 300. Herr Harrwitz, 
266. Henri V. (Duke of Bordeaux), 
179. B. R. Havdon, 107. Captain 
Ibbetson, 274. Louis Kossuth, 380. 
Jenny Lind, 252, 378. The Lion Kmg. 
136. Hon. Fox Maule, 222. Grand 
Duke Michael, 178. Sir Chas. Napier, 
139. Prince Napoleon, 381. Duke of 
Northumberland (late), 93; (present), 
32, 248, 293, 313, 356. Daniel O'Con- 
ncll, 43. Feargus O'Connor, 65. Prince 
of Oldenburg, 60. Prince of Oude, 98. 
Robert Owen, 167. Paganini, 15. Sir 
Robert Peel, 264. The Queen, 267, 282, 
313, 363. Dr. Reid, 178. Jos. Sturge, 
162, 171. Duke of Sussex, 118. Tom 
Thumb, 192. VanAmburgh, 173. Sir 
J. Walmsley, 269. Wandering Piper, 
7. Marquis of Waterford, 127. Car- 
dinal Wiseman, 299. 

Wales, Prince of, 149, 151, 897. 

Walls of the town, 135, 299. 

Water Supply, 4, 60, 116, 127, 195, 252. 

Wesleyan Conference, 130, 297. 

Wesleyan Reformers, 274, 298. 

Whale Ships, 48, 60, 94, 262. 

William, IV., Death of, 73, 74. 

Winter Assize, 372. 

Workhouse, 72. 

Wrestling Society, 108. 
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Newham, Fire at, 209. 

Kewsham, Rev. Dr^ 827. 

Newton-on-the-Moor, 13, 224. 

Newton-by-the-Sea, 15, 86, 99. 

Kichol, Anthony, J.P., 64. Anthony, 
871. Robert, 87. 

Nicholson, Peter, 187. George Ker, 192, 
289,287. J., 828. Robert, 861. Sa- 
muel W., 879. 

Nogley House, Fire at, 81. 

Norham, Bridge at, 115, 116. 

Norhamshire severed from Durham, 192. 

North-Eastem Reformatory, 878. 

North Seaton colliery, 892. 

North Shields. — Accidents, 77, 96,167, 
246, 270. Antiquities, 82, 220. Bal- 
loon, 81. Bank Failures, 229, 237. 
Baths and Wash-houses, 845. Bazaar, 
85a Cemeteries, 12, 85, 392, 896. 
Churches, 80. Chapels, 60, 202, 205, 
880, 888. Cholera, 7, 268, 881, 382, 
Com Laws, 174, 180, 215. Corpora- 
tion, 120,242,258,260,269. Custom 
House, 17, 61, 229, 244, 268. Daring 
Leap, 171. Dinners, &c., 30, 118, 143, 
144, 160. 237, 272, 298. Elections, 6, 
88, 75, 142. 284, 308, 339, 394. Elec- 
tions, Bribery at, 333. Electric Tele- 
graph, 310. Excise Office, 98. Ferry, 
Direct, 231. Fires, 2, 106, 117, 118, 
120, 155. 172, 178, 180, 218, 245, 256, 

286, 802, 826, 834, 335, 360. 863, 401. 
Flies, 14. Flood, 319. Fog, 222. Gas, 
255. Lady Ferersham sunk, 207. 
Literary Institution, 45. Mayors, 270, 
and Nov. 9, yearly. Mayor's Chain, 

287. Mechanics* Institute, 397. Na- 
vigation Laws, 245. Newspapers, 23, 
258. Portraits, 245, 842,801. Queen's 
Coronation, 91; Marriage, 122. Rail- 
ways, 110, 280. Regattas, 176, 188, 
204, 297, 311. Sailors' Home, 888. 
Sanitary Inquiry, 278. Ship Har- 
pooned, 802. Storms, 52. 66, 104, 168, 
224, 276, 316, 335, 375. Testimonials, 
99, 208, 342, 375. Theatre, 262, 302, 

817. Thunder storm, 76. Tide-gauge, 
262. Town Hall, &c., 202, 228. Tyne 
Conservancy, 260, 275. 282. 

North Sunderland. — Accident, 869. Cha- 
pel, 172. Church, 21. Fire, 270. Riot, 
185. Shipwreck, 393. 

Northern Coal Mining Company, 87, 99. 

Northern Union of Mechanics' Institutes, 

" Northern Yacht" lost, 98. [246, 870. 

Northumberland, County of. — Ag^- 
cultural Society, 51 . Bondage System, 
66. Diocese of. Proposed, 360. Ec- 
clesiastical Division, 160. Elections, 
6, 34, 37, 76, 142, 234, 309, 895. Meet- 
ings, 68, 155, 157, 170. Militia, 813, 

818, 327, 867, 380. Police, 890. Re- 
ception of Judges, 217. 



Northumberland, Duke of, Hugh, 82, 87, 
118, 132, 152, 205, 226, 892. Alger- 
non (and Bee Lord Pmdhoe), 293, 296, 
299, 313, 314, 366, 374, 888. 

Norton, Railway accident at, 810. 

Oakershaw colliery, 856. 

O'Brien, J. Bronterre, 141. 

O'Connell, Daniel, 48. 

Oflferton, Fires at, 21. 

Ogle. W. O. W., 188. Rev. J. a, 824. 
S. C. H., 142, 284, 889. 

Omnibuses, 3. 

Orange, Prince of, 258. 

Ord, Wnu, 6, 83, 76, 141, 233, 314, 863. 
Wm. Henry, 99. Wm., 270. 

Orde, Wm,, 161, 166. C. W., 207, 828, 
338. Rev. L. S.. 226. 

Organ, A Steam, 89. 

" Orion," The, burnt, 3. 

Ossulston, Lord, 2, 6, 34, 63, 76, 142, 234, 
273, 309, 395. Lady, 289. 

Otter, Rev. Edward, 69. 

Otterburn, Flood at, 117. Church, 868. 

Ousebum Bridge, 68. 

Oxford. Bishop of, 390. 

Page Bank colliery, 378. 

Paige, Rev. L., 304. 

Palmer, George, 5. Francis, 75. 

Papal Aggression, 285, 288. 

Parker, Samuel, 374. 

Pasture Hill, Accident at, 177. 

Paterson, Rev. David, 178. 

Pattinson, H. L., 131, 352. Robert, 849. 

Pawson, William, 336. 

Pax ton, Alexander, Murder of, 8. 

Payment, Curious, 293. 

Paynt«r, Ensign, 349. 

Peareth,Miss,76. Wm.,847. Wm.,390. 

Pearson, R. Meggison, 87. C. J., 801. 

Pease, Joseph, 6, 20, 34, 48, 76. Henry, 
395, 396. 

Peat, Sir R. and Lady, 71. 

Peel, Sir Robert, 235, 236, 264. 

Peele, Edward, 260. 

"Pegasus," Loss of the, 174. 

Pelaw, Railway at, 285. 

Pelton, Church at, 147. 

Pemberton, Richard, 87. Richard, 178. 
R. S., 228. George, 298. G. T., 813. 

Penley, Montagu, 69. Samuel, 88. 

Pensher, Monument at, 1 89. Railway, 31 9. 

Percy Main colliery, 212. 

Percy, Robert, Trial of, 8. 

Perigal, Rev. C, 855. 

Perilous Feats, 127, 161, 171, 285. 

Peters, Rev. Henry, 255. 

Philipson, R. Park, 371. 

Philpotts, Major, 251. [362, 

Piersebridge, Accident, 20. Antiquities, 

Pigg, Thomas, 304. 

Piper, Wandering, 7. 

Pitmen, Wager between, 68. Strikes* 
70, 182, 184, 190. Meetings, 174, 178. 
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Pittingtbn, Acoideiit at, 24. Church, 238. 

Plate, Valuable, 874. 

Piatt, Justice, and Sir H. SL Paul, 297. 

Playfair, Dr. Lyon, 858. 

Plummer, M., 89, 247, 892. 

Pollock, James, 82. 

Pone, Writ of, abolished, 827. 

Ponteland Church, 355. 

Poppelwell, Matthew, 383. 

Porpoises on shore, 339. 

Portarlington, Earl of, 236. 

Porter, Sir Robert K., 155. Miss, 278. 

" Pot Nelly," Death of, 100. 

Potter, A. L., 130, 192. Addison, 202. 

Potts, John, 239. George, 317. 

Pratt, John, 801. 

Preston colliery, 392. 

Preston, William, 41. 

Prestwick Car drained, 867. 

Price, Joseph, 315. 

Pringle, Kev. James, 387. 

"Problem" yacht, 190. 

Proctor, W; B., 99. Rev. W., 107. R., 

Prosser, Rev. R., 1 17. [117. 

Protection Societies, Agricultural, 180, 
181, 208. 

Proud, Thomas, murdered, 226. 

Providential Escapes, 3, 120, 150, 264. 

Prudhoe, Lord, 30,32,155,160, 164. (See 
Duke of Northumberland.) 

Pugilistic encounters, 81, 88, 146, 210, 
21)5 

Purvis, Thomas, 1 76. " Billy," 334. 

Queen. See Victoria. 

Raby, Murders at, 24 1 , 256. Castle, 258, 

Radcliffe colliery, 79, 86. [300. 

Railway feat, 241. 

Railways. — Berwick and Kelso, 263. 
Bishop Auckland, 395. Bishop Auck- 
land and Weardale, 178, 223. Blay- 
don and Hebburn, 26. Blyth and 
Tyne, 126, 281, 310, 827, 898. Bor- 
der Counties, 845, 872. Brandling 
Junction, 26, 42, 62, 105, 111, 116, 188. 
Clarence, 70, 190, 290, 307. Coal 
line, proposed, 205. Darlington and 
Bamardcastle, 344, ib., 383. Dear- 
ness Valley, 364. Durham Junction, 
94, 157. Durham and Sunderland, 
62, 206, 225. Durham, West, 126, 
1 40. Great North of England, 46, 82, 
88, 135, 138, 199. Great North of 
England, Clarence and Hartlepool, 
107. Hartlepool and Ferryhill, 221. 
225. Leeds and Thirsk ( Leeds North- 
em), 216, 305, 345. Londonderry, 
322. Manchester, proposed, 199. 
Middlesbro* and Redcar, 214, New- 
castle and Berwick, 193, 196, 228, 229, 
233, 345. Newcastle and Carlisle, 86 
59, 61, 69, 89, 109, 219, 222, 246. 
Newcastle and Darlington, 145, 157, 
183» 184, 186, 188, 199, 206. New- 



Railwats — 
castle and Tynemouth, 44, 59, 110, 
193, 199, 230. North British, 176, 
214, 220, 226. North Eastern, 845, 
895. Northumberland, proposed, 196. 
Stanhope and Tyne (Pontop and 
South Shields), 25, 29, 225. Stockton 
and Darlington, 1 92, 285, 385. Stock- 
ton and Hartlepool, 136, 190, 290, 807. 
Sunderland and Pensher, 820. Sun- 
derland and Seaham, 822« Team Val- 
ley, proposed, 238. Wear Valley, 
202, 223, 235. York and Newcastle, 
199, 229. York, Newcastle, and Ber- 
wick, 229, 257. 

Raine, Rev. James, 24. Catherine, mur- 
dered, 203. 

Rainton, Dinner at, 159. Fire, 220. 

Raisbeck, Leonard, 17. 

Ramsay, James, 344. 

Ramsey, Robert, 317, 354, 372. 

Ranson, George Smith, 890. 

Ravensworth Castle, 21, 161, 168, 177, 
191, 393. Murder near, 183. 

Ravensworth, First Lord, 17, 18,42,204, 
359. First Lady, 66, 206. Second 
Lord {see Liddell, Hon. H. T.) 366. 
374. Second Lady, 384. 

Raymond, Archdeacon, 153, 321. 

Redesdale Iron Company, 88. 

Redheugh, Railway at, 89. 

Reed, Archibald, 2, 133, 166. John, 153. 

Rees, Hugh, killed, 8. 

Reid. Dr. D. B., 178. 

Rennison, John, 356. 

Renton, J. C, 234, 308, 825, 376. 

Renwick, Admiral T., 302. William, 

Revely, Thomas, 222. [pugilist, 81. 

Richardson, Rev. R,, 117. George, 127. 
Thomas Miles, 242. Catherine, 826. 
WilUam, 390. 

Richmond, William, 66. 860. 

Riddell, Right Rev. William, 179, 188, 
235, 238. Ralph, 9. WOliam, 64. 
Thomas, 204. T. W., 361. 

Riddle, Edward, 340. 

Ridley, Sir M. W., 6, 33, 60. Sir M. 
W., 146, 169, 197. Lady, 158. John, 
133. George, 809, 875, 394. 

Rippon, Cuthbert, 6, 33, 75. 

Ritson, Joseph, 20. 

Robertson, David, 110, 175. Rev. Wm., 
213. Mrs., 324. 

Robinson, T. W. U., 288. Stephen, 290, 
801. John, 333. 

" Rob Roy," smuggler, 276. 

Robson, George, 30, 333. Richard, 274. 
Joseph, 287. Thomas, 353. Thomas, 
354, 372, 391. 

Rochester Antiquities, 800. 

Roddam, William, 263. 

Roddy moor colliery, 184. 

Rokeby, Lord, 392. 
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Roman Catholicism, 134, 285, 288, 810. 

Roman Remains, Discoveries of, 8, 12, 13, 
77, 78, 262, 300, 355, 862, 873, 378, 
879, 381. 

Roman Wall, Pilgrimage along, 262. 

Rothbury, AgriculturalShow, 57. Cha- 
pel, 157. Church, 289. Dinners, 46, 
47. Inquiry at, 140. Fire, 125. 
Storm, 86. 

Routh, Dr., Library of, 855. 

Rowell, Thomas, 163, 205. 

Roxby Robert, 217. 

RnmbalI,B.A., 18, 19. 

Russell, William, 169, ib., 185, 273. G. 
H., 294. 

Russia, War with, 340. Peace, 379. 

Ryhope colliery, 378. 

"Sacred Month," The, 115. 

Sacriston colliery, 116. 

Sadberge, Fire at, 66. 

St. Anthony's, Explosion at, 124. 

St David's, Bishop of, 127. 

St John Lee Church. 149. [123. 

St Lawrence colliery, 14, 32. Chapel, 

St Paul, Sir D., 182. Sir H., 297, 300. 

Salmon in the Tyne, 12. 

Sahnon, Thomas, 287, 378. 

Salvin, Gerard, 30. B. J., 108. W. T., 
157. Rev. H., 315. 

Sandhoe Hall, 212, 324. 

Scaffold Uill, Fire at, 46. 

Scargill, Storm at, 156. 

Scotswood, Chapel at, 38. Fire, 235. 
Robbery, 231. 

Scott, John, 239, 32', James, 298. 

Scremerston Church, 164. 

Scruton, Walter, 198, 304. 

Seaiiam. — Accident, 341. Chapel, 9, 
113, 304, 862. Church, 35, 126. Col- 
liery, 337. Dinner, 159, 401. Dock, 
195. Explosion, 97. Fires, 309, 338, 
385, 891, Gas, 180. Harbour, South, 
41. Launch, 2. Mechanics' Institute, 
327. Peel, Sir Robert, at, 236. Port, 
194. Railway, 322. Storm, 8. 

Seaham, New, Church at, 364. 

Seaham, Lord, 159, 169, 218, 234, 309. 
Lady, 310. 

Seamen's Strike, 291. 

Seaton ('arew. Cemetery at, 158. 

Seaton colliery, 307. 

Seaton Delaval, 88, 172, 206. 

Sebastopol, Capture of, 367. 

Sedgefield, 158, 365, 390, ib. 

Segniil, Accident at, 207. Church, 245. 
Prince Napoleon at, 381. Railway, 126. 

Selby, H. C., 106. P., 133. Walter, 
208, 893, ib. 

Scwell, J., murdered, 323. 

Sewingshields, 122. [356. 

Seymour, William Digby, 308, 316, 355, 

Shadforth Church, 11.5. Chapel, 12. 

Shadon Hill, Meeting at, 174. 



Shafto, R. D., 6. R. E. D., 98. R. £. D.. 
240. R. D., 234, 309, 395. R. J., 244. 

Shanks, Thomas, drowned, 304. 

Sharks caught, 62, 217, 269. 

Sharp, Sir Cuthbert, 265. Thomas, 349. 

Shaw, George, 390. 

Shawdon, Thunder storm at, 74. Fire, 26 1 . 

Sheriff Hill, Chapel at, 54. 

Shield Row, Fire at, 20. 

Shield, John, 249. 

ShUdon, 26, 151, 208, 385. 

ShincUffe, 118, 288, 292. 

Shipperdson, Edward, 373. 

Ship-launch, Novel, 27 ; above Tyne 
Bridge, 24; various, 2, 124, 162, 185, 
214, 247, 299, 304, ib., 307, 815, 826, 
366, 378. 

Shipping, Local charges on, 331. 

Shire Moor, Fire at, 303. 

Shirley, J., murdered, 240. 

Shortridge, Richard, 286, 356. 

Shotley Church, 77. 

Shotley Bridge, 38, 83, 371, 892. 

Shotton coUiery, 151, 284. Church, 315. 

Sight, Singular restoration of, 79, 226. 

Silvertop, George, 257. H. C, 312. 

Simpson, Joseph, 99, 253. 

Singleton, Archdeactm, 153. 

"Sir W. Wallace" lost, 323. 

Skinner, William, 60, 133, 149, 192, 833. 

Slaley Church, 3. Chapel, 165. 

Slavery, Abolition of, 27. 

Smart, VVilliam Lynn, 161. 

Smeaton, Great, Accident at, 173. 

Smith, Sir D. W., 71 . William, 206, 239, 
270, 301. James, 371. Thomas, 378. 

Smuggling, 92, 125, 153, 225, 276. 

Snowball, Thomas, 254. [822. 

Snow storms, 64, 66, 71, 86, 152, 180, 223, 

Sockbum, Flood at, 67. 

Sopwith, Thomas, 152. 

South Shields. — Accidents, 3, 82, 86, 
98, 112, 191, 208, 212, 246, 259, 393. 
Ball, 289. Baths and Wash-houses, 347. 
Chapels, 19, 153, 253, 271, 369. 
Churches, 11, 194. Cholera, 7, 32, 
2G8. Colliery explosions, 112, 195, 319. 
Confirmation, 63, 396. Court House, 
197. Corporation, 120, 274, 282, 284, 
286. Conservancy of the Tyne, 200, 
275, 282. Custom House, 229, 244. 
Dinners, 20, 29, 121, 143, 176, 235, 243, 
289, 314, 396. Dissenters' Marriages, 
76. Elections, 5, 33, 75, 141, 234, 308, 
394. Elk, Skeleton of, found, 344. Fires, 
11, 123, 135, 159, 180, 209,278,319, 
332, 396, ib. Floods. (6'«?Tyne.) Hume, 
Mr., at, 3. Hurricanes, 104, 168, 303. 
Improvement Commissioners,289. Life- 
boat lost, 271. Lecture, 366. Master 
Mariners' Asylum, 1 79. Mayors, 287, 
and Nov. 9 annually. Mayor's chain, 
301. Mechanics* Institute, 30. Market. 
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New, 400. Navigation Laws, 2-45. 
Newspapers, 108, 162,258,85«. Parish 
severed nrom Jarrow, 199. Pilots lost, 
271. Presentations, 8, 35, 856. Qaeen*s 
Coronation, 91 ; Marriage, 122. Rail- 
ways, 25, 29, 94, 111, 100. Riot, 3G2. 
Seal caught, 284. Shipwreck appara- 
tus, 26. Skeleton found, 181. Slavery, 
27. Temperance Hall, 298. Theatre, 
262. Thunder storm, 153. Water 
supply, 306. Workhouse, 79. 

South wick, Church, 155. Fire, 872. 
Chapel, 384. 

Sowerby, George, 149. 

** Spams Dentex** caught, 1 9. 

Spearman, H. J., 31, 234. Robert^ 46. 

Spence, Robert, 203. C. J., 296. 

Spencer, Hon. and Rev. G., 282. 

Spennymoor Church, 897. 

Spital Tongues Tunnel, 154. Explosions, 

Spittal, Fire at, 175. [178, 307. 

Spoor, Richard, 74, 82, 156. 

Springwell, Accidents at, 10, 30, 82, 123. 

Sta^-hounds, 63, 194. 

Stamdrop, Monument at, 152. 

Stainton, Thomas, 371. Matthew, 390. 

Stamp, WiUiam, 214. 

Standish, F. H., 134. W. S., 383. 

Stanhope, Railway, 25, 29. Coach, 28. 
Fire, 165. 

Stannington Bridge, 87. 

Stapleton, Henry, 31, 224. John, 308, 
325, 895. 

Steam-engine, Model of, 271. Novel, 300. 

Steeple Chases, 125, 182. 

Stella, Chapel at, 1. 

Stephenson, George, 94, 249,398. Robert, 
8, 257, 281, 337, 374. Rev. G., 180. 

Stewart, "Captain" (Wandering piper), 7. 

Stirling, Robert, murdered, 371. 

Stockton. — Accident-, 152. Aprricul- 
tural Shows, 160. Bazaar, 252. Banks, 
62, 213. Bees, 247. Board of Health, 
269. Borough, Extension of, 310, 317. 
Bridge, 167, 185. Chapels, 140, 208. 
Church, 32, 48. Corporation Halls, 
119, 305. Dinners, &c., 32, 48, 209, 
321. Pock, 307, 310. Escape from 
Lock-up, 138. Explosions, 81, 137. 
Fires, 74, 88, 124, 126, 354, 374,387. 
Gas, 401. Mayors, 17, 30, 50, and 
November 9 yearly. Mechanics* In- 
stitution, 120. Musical Festival, 
178. Railways, 136, 305. Regattas, 
172, 187. Visitors, 159,236. Water- 
works, 300. 

Stormont, Viscountess, 82. 

Stormont Main colliery. Explosion, 1 70. 

Storms, Thunder, 11, 12, 74, 111, 159, 
171, 218, 264, 296, iiOCu 309, 369. 
• Storms of Wind, 52, 98, 102, 133, 167, 
168, 300, 320, 375. 



Storms of Snow, 64, 6(>, 71, 86, 152, 180, 
223 322 

Storms at Sea, 15, 42, 54, 276, 300, 303, 
317, 323, 335, 354, 375, 392. 

Story, Mark, 239, 35 i. 

Stowell, Lord, Memoir of, 52. 

Stranton, 64, 298, 399. 

Strathmore, Earl of; 278. 

Sunderland. — Accidents, 117, 204, 205, 
207, 241, 266, 268, 273, 282, 331, 337, 
354, 382, 398. Address to Earl Grey, 
28. Agricultural Shows, 160. Ama- 
teur Concert, 393. Amateur Theatri- 
cals, 35, 31 3. A thenseum, 1 1 9. Balls, 
23, 87, 183, 209, 225, 275, 200, ib. Bal- 
loon, 28. Banks, 58, 59, 172, 237, 302. 
Baths and Wash-houses, 293. Bazaars, 
146, 396. Bishopwearmouth Rectory, 
359. Board of Health, 272. Bounda- 
ries perambulated, 197, 825, 381. 
Bridge, 97, 120, 161, 193, 223, 392. 
Ctesarian operation, 80. Cattle, Im- 
portation of foreign, 158. Cemetery, 
382. Chapels, 39, 43, 5S. 126, 179, 
266, 293, 298, 332, 377, 383, 384. Char- 
tism, 109, 113, 114. Cholera, 7, 259. 
Churches, 134, 275. Clock in church, 
391. Confirmations, 6:5, 396. Corn 
Law proceedings, US, 166, 174, 180, 
216. Corporation, 45, 47,49,08. Court 
Baron, 128. Cricket, 251. Crystal 
Palace at, 365. Custom I louse, 37, 69. 
Dinners, 18, 68, 77, 106, 131, 159, 205, 
223, 316, 377. Distress of the Poor, 
157. Docks, 35, 171, 205, 241, 279, 
833, 372. Eccentric, 258. Elections, 
5, 9, .33, 75, 142, 146, 203, 234, 308, 
356, 394. Electric Light, 278. Emi- 
grant Ships, 310. Exchange, 50. Ex- 
plosion, singular, 294. Eye Infirmary, 
r»2. Farmers' Club, 272. Fatal Joke, 
296. Fires, 15, 22, 57, 67. 80, 81, 105, 
115, 123, 125, 126, 137, 141, 154, ib., 
174, 195, 198, 256,257,264,310,324, 
331, 360, 373, 377, 394. Floods, 83, 135, 
240. Fort, Old, 231 . Frost, Great, 83. 
Funerals, 86, 178,180. Galleys Gill,255. 
Gas Company, 194. Gray Schools, 86. 
Hackney Coach, 11. Improvement 
Bill, 295. Land Society, 265. Leap 
from the Bridge, 161. Lighthouse re- 
moved, 148; New, 388. Literary and 
Plul(»sophieal Society, 30, 120. Lyceum, 
3 1 3, 316, 373, 386. Manor Court, iU > 1 . 
Mayors, 49, 74, and Nov. 9 yearly. 
Mayors' chain, 299. Murders, 110, 
119, 153, 171, 215. Moor, 297, 328. 
Newspapers, 83, 1 1 7, 295, 299, 34 1 , 342. 
Omnibuses, 47. Orphan Asylum, 328. 
Paris Exhibition, 358. Pe(»plc's Parle, 
316, 397. Pier, 188. Police, 82, 126. 
Polytechnic Exhibititm, O.n Poor Law 
Union, 62, 66. Post Office, 399. Pri- 

3u 
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majje, 297. Queen*s Coronation, 91. 
Railways, 62. 319, 322. Railway Sta- 
tion, 32G. Railway Staitlis, 55, 62. 
Repulta, 62, 385. River Police, 126. 
Robbery, Singular, 274. Russian Can- 
non, 397. Sailors' Home, 310, 880. 
Seal caught, 272. Ship, Iron, 304; 
Largest, 804. Shipping destroyed by 
the ice, 160. Skeletons found, 67, 

126, 158, 277, 284. Sronns, 42, 62, 54, 
104, 246, 276, 296, 300, 303, 317, 820, 
322, 335, 354, 393. TestirooniaU, 31, 
231, 255, 259. Theatre, 202, 346, 873, 
ib., 386. Town Clerks, 50, 9f), 254. 
Visitors, 15, 119, 159, 163, 269,813, 
331, 380, 399. Waterworks, 222, 275, 
306. Woodcock's Chanlies, 154. 

Sunuiside, Antiquities at, 215. 

Surtees, Rubt..21. Anthony, 87. Robt 
Smith, 75, 139. H. G., 191. Rc»bert, 
280, 395. 

Surtees Society, 24. 

Sussex, Duke of, 14, 98, 118. 

Swalwell, Fire at, 180. 

Swarland Burn, 76. 

Swinburne CasLlc, 147. 

Swinburne, Sir John, 74. Baron, 256. 
Edward, 236. lulward, 372. Thomas, 
197. Joseph W., ;J4l. 

Sykes, John, Death of, 68. 

Sv-me, Rev. William, 81. 

Tanlield colliery, 74. 

Tan toby, Accident at, 112. 

Tate, Christopher, 138. 

Taylor, George, 22, 289. Michael An- 
gelo, 26. Rev. J., 34. Hugh, 286. 
Hugh, 308, 325. 

Tees, River.— Accidents, 214, 254, 821. 
Boat Race, 143. Bridges, 67, 88. Con- 
servancy, 294, 307. Floating Light, 

127. Floods, 67, 863, 386, 391. Na- 
vigation Dues, 192. Sturgeon caught, 
313. 

Temperance, Prizes for Essays on, 800. 

Tenure, A long, 179. 

Ternau, Thomas, 221. 

" Terror." The, launched, 878. 

Thew, John, iJS. Edward, 183. 

Thompson, Aid William, 5, 9, 83, 75, 
131, 142, 146, 839. Shaftoe, 10. Ro- 
bert, 30. Colonel, 146, 208. Thomas 
178. William Gill, 192. Rev. Robert, 
229. W.. executed, 241. Richard, 
301. W. J., 354. 

Thomson, Rev. J., 169, 195. James, 285. 

Thomeyford, Chapel at, 18(). 

Thornley colliery, 21, 6», 124, 144. 
Chapel, 285. Church, 157. 

Thorp, Archdeacon, 10, 1 7, 31 6. Bobert^ 

Thorp, Church, 270. [ 1 70. 

Thrislington collierv, 180. 

'ITirunton, Antiquities at, 23K. 



Thunder storms, 11, 12, 74, 111, 159, 171, 
218, 264, 306, 809, 369. 

Thurlow, Rev. E. S., 117, 228. 

Thwaites, Robert, 270. 

Tidal Harbours' Commission, 206. 

Till, River, Floods in, 116, 886. 

Tinley. John, 208, 245. 

Tiplad^r, John, 222. 

Toads found in Stones, 8, 262. In an 
Oak. 108. In a Beech, 199. 

Tom Thumb, 192* 

Toshach, Rev. C, 289. John, 854, 378. 

Tosson, Illicit still at, 125. 

Towlaw,208,214, 218. 

Travelling, Cheap, 177, 306. 

Travis, W., C, and T., drowned, 214. 

Treasure Trove, at Hexham, 1. At Bor- 
cum, 77. 

Trevelyan, Sir J., Bart, 21 a W. C, 38. 

Trevor, Hon. Arthur, 5, 84, 75 (and see 
Dungann<in, Viscount). 

•* Trichiurus Lepturua" caught, 210. 

Trimdon colliery, 169. Explosion, 254. 

Trotter, John, 18. Charles, 165, 178, 
270, 287, 301, 817, 821. William, 165, 
253, 301, 872. John, 840. 

Trundle Myers, Murder at, 256. 

Tulloch, Benjamin, 325. 

TumbuU, Edward, 255, 344. [842. 

Turner, Rev. WiUiam, 69, 146. Rev. S., 

Tweed, River, FIckkIs, 116, 205, 886. 
Nearly dry, 372. 

T^eedmouth, Fire aU 145. Railway, 228. 

Tyne Bridge, Launch above, 24. Man 
jumped from, 95. 

Tyne, River, Accidents on, 241, 259. 
" Barge Day," 295, 879, 399. Conser- 
vancy, 260, 275, 288, 857, 401 . Docks, 
307, 346,401. Feats, novel, on, 171, 196. 
Fish, curious, in. 72. 120. Fleet, Great, 
in, 374. Floods, 21, 61, 67, 148, 205, 
318, 345, 386, 391. Froxen over, 88, 
224. Piers, 307, 343. Police, 199. 
Tides, Low, 176. Trees, found in, 230, 
253. 

TYNEMoirxH. — Accidents, 12, ib. Church, 
1 1 6. Corporation ( See North Shields). 
Caslle intrenched, 873. Coin found, 
385. Elections, 5, 33, 75, 142, 234, 
308, 339, 394. Gas, 191. Lighthouse, 
131. I^>w Tides, 176. MiUtia at, 367. 
Master Mariners* Asylum, 80. Monu- 
ments, 118, 204. Piers, 307. liail- 
way, 230. Wrecks, 1 67, 1 80, 276, 335, 
354, 392. Waterspouts, 161. W hales, 
284. 




Unthank, Fire at^ 316. 
I shaw, College. 134. 179, 184, 299, 827. 
r.sworth, (^hapel at, 3Cy. Explosions, 27«. 
305. 
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Van Ambiirgh*8 Menagerie, 173. 

Vane, Lord Harry, 142, 143, 234, 809, 
345, 305, 39C. Lord Adulphus, 308, 
818, 326, 334, 340, 396. 

Van Mildcrt, Bishop, Death o^ 55. 

Veitoh, William, 320. J. IL, 341. 

Vernon, Hon. A. H., 274. 

"Vesta" steamer, 71, 77, 802. 

Victoria Bridge, 94. 

Victoria, Princess, 72. Queen, pro- 
claimed, 73. Coronation, 90. Mar- 
riage, 122. Accouchmcnt, 183. Voyage 
to Scotland, 101. Progresses, 2GG, 282, 
28G, 209, 313, 347, 358, 307, 360, 385. 

Vindolana, Coins found at, 8. 

VuUum, W., 147. W. J., 148, 221, 252, 
255. 

Voyages, Novel, 316, 381. 

Waddington, Dr., Dean of Durham, 130. 

Walbottle, Sturm at, 39. Chapel, 77. 

Waldridge colliery, 148. 

Wales, Prince of, 149, 161,397. 

Walker, John, 7. Wm., 28. Wm., 390. 

Walker, Launches, 27, 162. Explosions, 
221, 360. Church, 237. Accidents, 
250, 315. 

Wallace, Lord, 180. Hon. J. H., 336. 

Wallsend colliery. Explosions, 40, 102, 
137. Qas at, 128, 133. Chapel, 399, 

Walsham, Sir John, 60, 62, 66, 155. 

Walters, Ralph, 308, 310, 304, ib. 

Wunsbeck. River, 67, 117. 

Warden, Bridge at, 247. 

Waren, Fire at, 33a 

Warkman, Kev. H., 394. 

Warkworth, 73, 79, 237, 340, 306. 
"Pleasure- Excursions to, 110, 128. 

Warton, Fire at, 55, 

Washington, 138, 286, 298. 

Washington, Captain, 206. 

Waterford, Marquis of, 79, 127, 166, 202, 

Waterloo, Murder at, 369. [218. 

Water Spouts, 128, 161. 

Waterston, James, killed, 301. 

Watson, Wm. Henry, 308, 391. 

Wawn, John Twizell, 141, 143, 176, 234, 
235, 314. 328. J. H. T., 277. 

Wear, Floods, 67, 82, 136, 240, 303, 345, 
301. Frozen over, 83. Police. 126. 
Gas in the. 372. 

Weardalc, Rejoicings in, 277. 

Weardale Iron Company, 208. 

Weatherioy. J. D., 239. 253. 

Webb. Rev. W.. 255. 

Weddle. Thomas, 334. 

VV<H»ding, Mr., 142. 

Weetslade, Fire at, 301L 

Welch, Joseph, 180. James, executed, 
22<i. Robt^rt, 304. 

Welleslov, Hon. and Rev. G. V., 253. 

Weniyss.' Major, 110. 252. 

Wcvsleyanism, 123. \'M\ 207. 

W«*sb»vnn Kifnrinrrs, 27 1. 



West Moor, Explosion at, 196, 301. 

Westerton colliery, 141. 

Westoe,Fireat,237. 

Wetherell, Sir C, 4a Christopher, 1 72. 

Whalton, Cholera at, 331. 

Wharton, Gerard B., 108. 

Whateley, W.,234. 

Whickham, 160, 374. 

Whitburn, Ship on fire, a Accident, 57. 

White, Andrew, 50, 64, 66, 68, 73, 75, 106, 

165, 387. Richard, 133. Migor, 252. 

Anthony, 258. 
Whitley, Accidents at, 38, 346. 
Whitley Castle, Roman Altar at, 78. 
Whitley Chapel, 126, 132. 
Whittingham, ]>inner at, 874. 
Whitwefl colliery, 7a 
Whitworth, 116, 148, 288, 399. 
Whorlton Church, 326. 
Widdrington, Festirities at, 274. 
Widdrington, S. E., 374. 
Wideopen, Accident at, 19. [281. 

Wiehtman, Justice, and Sir C. Monck. 
Wilkie, James, 2a James, 90. 
Wilkinson, G. H., 17, 30, 82, 88, 172, 

224, 326. Sir W., 124. W. A., 234, 

240. Anthony, 301. Christopher, 80a 

Stephen, 817. 
William IV., Death of, 7a Funeral, 74. 
" William*' steamer run down, 328. 
Williams, J. A., 341. 
WiUiamson, Sir Hedworth, Bart, 6, 7, 

34, 149, 239, 240. Hon. Lady, 290. 

J. W., 75, 165, 277. Robt Hopper, 34. 
Willington (Northumberland), 68, 139, 

299, 315, 323, 376, 401. 
Willington (Durham), 364, 369, 893. 
Willoby, William, 3iM. 
Wilson, John, 30, 60, 99. John Mackay, 

44. J. Bawling, 78. Thomas, 156. 

Rev. W., 171. J. R., 287. 
Winch, Nathaniel J., 88. 
Wind. See Storms. 

Windynook, Church at, 160. Fire at, 180. 
Wingate, Church at, 149. Providential 

Escape, 150. South Wingate, 375. 

Fire, 233, 245. 
Winlaton, Chapels, 6, 280. Presentation, 

10. Fall of a Chimney, 121. 
Winter. A mild, 303. 
Winterbottom, Dr., 179. [400. 

Wiseman, Right Rev. Dr., 179, 299, 327, 
Witham, H. T. M., 82, 193, 212. G., 236. 
WittonCasUe, 115,298. 
Witton Park Iron Works, 206, 210. 
Wolsingham, Bees at, 40. Chapels, 62, 

346. Death of " Lish," 160. Church, 
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Wood, Rev. John, 220. D.E..234. Mrs.. 

307. Nicholas, 376. 
Woo<lcock, Mrs., Charities, 154. 
Woodhoru Church. IHO. Firt\ 320. 
Woodhouse Close coHirrv. 67, 121. 
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Woodifield colliery, 178. 

Woodman, William, 60, 141. 

Wooler, Agricultural Show, 61. FKhkI, 

116. Gas, 223. Dinner, 242. Cha])cl, 

363. Fire, 376. 
Wooler, Mrs., Suspicious Death of, 362. 
Wooller, Thomas Jonathan, 332. 
Worm found in freestone, 139. 
Worswick, Rev. J., 131, 173. 
Wright, Joseph John, 156. Nicholas, 



206, 333. Richard, 300. Andro«v 

Biggs, 304. 
WycUlfe, Chapel at, 251. 
Wylam, Bridge at, 67. 
Wyny ard Pane destroyed, 137. Festi v i - 

ties, 159, 226, 236. Chapel, 256. 
Yarm, Fireat,22]. 
Yates, Joseph, murdered, 202. 
Young, George Frederick, 6, 33, 7.*), {)\K 

298. James, 17. M. B., 304. 
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Portrait of the late James Lush, Ksq. 
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The " Reedwater Minstrel*' 
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Thomas Ik'wick's Workshop, Newcastle ... 
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KUIIATA. 

Page 17, line 6 from top,/or AVilliamsoiu read Wilkinson. 
,. Km), „ 5 from lK)ttoni,yi;r George Johnston, read William Murray. 
„ 317, ,. 5 from bottom,ywr l!amsay, reud liamsey. 
„ H23. — The death of Alderman lliompson is ant^nlated a year, and shouUl be pluot^l 

in iwge 3:W. 
„ 3.'»4, line 26 from l>ottom, /or ^Vlexander Toshach, read .Tohn Toshach. 

The above alUratumA hnnng Ucn made in the Index, the retider is retpiested to cornet 

them in the text with hi* pen. 

ADDENDUM. 

Page 229. — North of England Joint-Stock Rank. — Whilst the last sheets of this work wcro 
passing through the press, a further return of £G per share was niadu to 
the contributories under the Winding-up Act 



I'riiitol liy M. ami M. W. Lamblht, «IrL'.v Mrttt, NtwcuslU' 
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